
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
February 18, 2024 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be 
found at tedgoshorn.org.

The artwork on the cover is “Christ in the Wilderness” by Ivan Nikolaevich Kramskoĭ.  
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54297

A Lenten Doxology. Published by The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO Box 
340003, Nashville, TN 37203-0003. Web site http://www.umcworship.org.

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation



Entrance & Praise

Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service  Wayne Wold

* Opening Hymn No. 140 FAITHFULNESSGreat Is Thy Faithfulness

The risen, living Christ calls us by our name; comes to the loneliness within 
us; heals that which is wounded within us; comforts that which grieves 
within us; releases us from that which has dominion over us; cleanses us 
of that which does not belong to us; renews that which feels drained within 
us; awakens that which is asleep in us; names that which is still formless 
within us; empowers that which is newborn within us; consecrates and 
guides that which is strong within us; restores us to this world which needs 
us; reaches out in endless love to others through us. 

The risen, living Christ calls us by our name. 
- By Flora Slosson Wellner © 1989, c.f. Upper Room Worshipbook

* Affirmation of Faith Gail SpringsteadTransformation

Greeting & Call to Worship Gail Springstead

One: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

Come all who are lost and in pain. God calls to you. 
Lord, lift us from our fears and sorrows; bring us close to you.

Come all who have lost hope, who feel that there is nothing worth living for. 
Lord, clear away our blindness that we may see the light of your love.

Come, do not despair. God is calling your name. 
We want to be ready for this journey. Help us, Lord. Make us ready to  
trust you. Amen.



Children’s Moment Elisa Reece

Children 3rd grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time. 
Children may be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

Proclamation & Response

Gail SpringsteadScripture Reading Genesis 9:8-17 (Pew Bible pg 6)
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you 10 and 
with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, 
and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11 I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by 
the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth.” 12 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me 
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 
13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow 
is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh, and the waters shall never again 
become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will 
see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign 
of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on 
the earth.”

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne.  
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.  

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.

* Gloria DIADEMATACrown Him with Many Crowns



* Hymn No. 121 WELLESLEYThere’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

Rev. StoneResponsive Psalm Psalm 25:1-10 (UMH 756, response 2)

Come, ye disconsolate, where’er ye languish; 
come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel. 
Here bring your wounded hearts, here tell your anguish; 
earth has no sorrows that heaven cannot heal.

Joy of the desolate, light of the straying, 
hope when all others die, fadeless and pure! 
Here speaks the Comforter, tenderly saying, 
“Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot cure.”

Here see the bread of life; see waters flowing 
forth from the throne of God, pure from above. 
Come to the feast of love; come, ever knowing 
earth has no sorrow but heaven can remove. 
- St. 1 & 2 Thomas Moore; St. 3 Thomas Hastings

Anthem Come, Ye Disconsolate Terre Johnson

Sermon Rev. Stone 

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Rev. StoneMorning Prayer



Offertory My Faith Looks Up to Thee Karl Osterland

Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give  
or in the offering plate. 

* Closing Hymn No. 381 BRADBURYSavior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

* Benediction & Sending Forth Rev. Stone

Closing Voluntary Prelude in C major Johann Krebs

Offering of our Tithes & Gifts

Sending Forth

Praise God throughout these forty days. 
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 

And praise the Spirit who imparts  
God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen.

Doxology OLD 100THA Lenten Doxology



News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!

VBS Introduction Meeting | Thursday, February 22 | 11 am
Our VBS theme for 2024 is Camp Firelight: A Summer Camp Adventure with 
God! Elisa is hosting a meeting to introduce this exciting VBS curriculum, and 
everyone is invited! Lunch will be provided. Night meeting TBA for those unable to 
attend in the daytime.

Easter 2024 Events
•	 Easter Egg Hunt on Coleman Hill | March 24 | 4-6 pm
•	 Holy Week Services | March 25-29 | Noon 

	 Lunch following in the Fellowship Hall
•	 Maundy Thursday Tenebrae | March 28 | 6 pm
•	 Good Friday Service | March 29 | 6 pm
•	 Easter Sunday | March 31 

	 Sunrise Service on Coleman Hill | 7 am 
	 Butterfly Release in the Courtyard | 10 am 
	 Sanctuary Worship | 11 am

Order a Nametag! 
We are ordering more magnetic name tags to wear at church! 
Name tags are $10 each. Name tags are a great way to create a 
welcoming atmosphere for visitors and members alike! If you 
would like to purchase a name tag, visit bit.ly/mul-nametags 
or scan the QR code. Be sure to order soon to have a nametag by 
Easter!



719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Season of Lent

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

Lent is a season of 40 days, not including 
Sundays, which leads to Easter. It is a time 
of repentance, fasting, and preparation 
for Easter celebration. The color of the 
paraments is purple to represent penitence 
and mourning. 

THE AINSWORTH CHOIR
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Organist

MILLIE THOMPSON
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