








Supporting Hub City Wesley
•	 The communion offering collected in September will support Hub City 

Wesley, which provides campus ministry at Southern Miss, Jones College 
and Pearl River Community College. To support this offering, you can 
designate it on your check or select “communion offering” as the fund if 
you give on our website at parkwayheights.org/give. Thank you!

•	 Church on Campus, the Sunday morning 
worship service at the Southern Miss 
Wesley Foundation, recently celebrated 
its one-year anniversary. Church on 
Campus was formed for students who 
do not have cars or transportation, 
including many international students. 
This service provides access to Christian 
worship right in the heart of campus. 
David Sellers often preaches at this 
service. On August 23, the Wesley held 
a special Church on Campus service — with food cooked by John Burks  
— to celebrate the anniversary.

•	 As you may have heard, the Southern Miss Wesley Foundation is about 
to begin a major construction project! The current building, which  
constantly floods and is not easily handicap-accessible, will be torn 
down; and a new building will be built. During the months of  
construction, Parkway Heights is happy to offer the Berry House on our 
church property to house the offices of the Wesley staff and host some 
smaller Bible studies. Although Wesley’s weekly worship services will 
take place in a different building on campus, we are happy to help the 
Wesley during this exciting time of transition.

John Burks (left) cooked lunch for Church 
on Campus on August 23.

Sign Up Now to Donate 
Blood!
Parkway Heights will host our fall 
blood drive on Sunday, Sept. 20, with 
The Blood Center, o�cial blood  
provider to Forrest General Hospital. 

Forrest General uses over 1,000 blood 
products per month for trauma  
patients, heart surgeries, emergency 
procedures and more. The Blood 
Center plays a critical role in keeping 
our community supplied with the 
necessary blood. Blood donated here 
stays here to help our friends, family 
and neighbors in the Pine Belt.

Parkway Heights’ blood 
drive will be held in the 
mobile blood drive unit 
in our church parking lot 
from 8 a.m. until noon. 
Please sign up and help us save lives!

PARKWAY HEIGHTS THINKS THE 
STAFF AT HHS IS SWEET! WE 
PROVIDED ICE CREAM TREATS 
ON AUGUST 24 TO SHOW OUR 
APPRECIATION FOR ALL THEY DO 
FOR THE STUDENTS!

Ryan Hendley Labor Your Legs 5K 
Run & Walk
On August 30, we heard from representatives of the ARC 
of Southeast Mississippi about the Ryan Hendley  
Memorial Labor Your Legs 5K Run and Walk, one of the 
oldest 5K races in Mississippi. Parkway Heights is happy 
to be the new starting/end point for this race, which will 
take place on Monday, Sept. 7. The race is held in  
memory of Ryan Hendley, who was the grandson of our 
own Jennifer James and son of Russ and Jean Hendley. 
The proceeds from this fundraiser race will benefit ARC, 
in which Ryan was very active. 

To take part in the race, register now at runsignup.com. 



youth

Confirmation Class of 2026
Confirmation has begun for our students. This is an incredibly exciting time in  
the life of our church as students begin to deepen their faith and understanding of 

Christian beliefs and relationship with the church. This year,  
confirmands will participate in dinner and games at SN@P first. 

After 45 minutes, confirmation students will meet with their 
mentors for their confirmation teaching and discussion, while 
remaining older students enjoy SN@P programming. Please be in 

prayer for these students during this journey.

Cultivate Returns for High Schoolers
To “cultivate” means to foster the growth of something. We believe that faith is 
not a destination, but a lifelong journey. Following Jesus is a journey of discovery 
— discovering that every disciple is called to the ministry as a kingdom-minded 
follower of Jesus.

Cultivate is the part of the confirmation journey that focuses on what it means to 
be a kingdom-minded person who is working for the kingdom of God. In other 
words, during this part of the journey we want to foster, or cultivate, the growth 
of our understanding of the kingdom of God, God’s kingdom mission in the 
world and how we have a vital role in God’s kingdom mission. 

Who: Any 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th graders
What: In-depth Bible study and/or book study on “Practicing the Way” by John 
Mark Comer
When: Monthly meetings on the second Sunday of the month from noon-2 p.m. 
(lunch provided)
Cost: $50 to cover the cost of materials, lunch and supplies

Do you want to have a deeper understanding of who God is and 
what it means to be in deep, personal relationship with him? Let’s 
dive in deep together. Be a part of Cultivate 2026-2027. Register 
using the link in the Youth Ministry’s weekly email or this QR code.

FALL KICKOFF: Our Student Ministry kicked off the fall semester with an  
incredible game of Slip ‘N Slide kickball to cool us off in the heat and spend a 
night together with laughter and community. We were able to use the USM  
Wesley Foundation building and field for the night. Big THANK YOU to the Hub 
City Wesley Foundation!

D-GROUPS
D-groups have started back 
for the fall semester! Every 
Wednesday night, students 

and leaders gather together in 
small groups to check in with 
one another, read and discuss 

a devotional and spend time in 
fellowship. This semester our 
devotionals come from “Live 
in Grace Walk in Love” by Bob 
Goff. Parents, if your student 
is not involved in a D-Group, 
reach out to Kaitlin to learn 

who his/her leader is.

SN@P: Each Sunday night, students 
gather for dinner, games and a  
message. This semester, our message 
series centers around the book of 
Galatians. We have played Atlas 
dodgeball (sharks and minnows for 
dodgeball), zombie dodgeball, circle 
soccer and much more! We encourage 
all our teenagers to join us at 5:30 p.m. 
on Sundays. Invite a friend!

YOUTH DATES TO NOTE
- September 6 - No SN@P
 
- October 25 - No SN@P due to  
   Trunk or Treat



A Look Back at August

w Our Children’s Ministry Summer Pool Party was rained out in July, but we enjoyed perfect weather at our makeup  
          party on August 16 (pictures top left and middle). 

w We welcomed our fifth graders to the Loft with a swim party at Shadow Ridge on August 30 (top right).

We are excited to welcome 
Eleanor McNair, Elizabeth 
Ann McCay (pictured at left) 
and Eloise Smith as acolytes 
this fall. They participated in 
acolyte training on August 
16 and started serving right 
away! Stay tuned for a  
second opportunity for  
acolyte training following 
our move back into the 
Sanctuary.

children

On Sunday, Aug. 2, children gathered at the altar for a special 
Blessing of the Backpacks during both worship services.

Bible Black Belts 
Are you ready for another round of Bible Black Belts? 
Children in K-6th grade will meet at 5:30 p.m. on Sundays, 
beginning September 27, to learn about the books of 
the Bible through Bible Black Belts! Activities incorporate 
physical motion to help children memorize Scripture. 
Children can attend even if they have not participated 
before. Pizza will be available each week for $3 per child. 
Sign up in Sunday’s bulletin or via Lesley’s SignUpGenius 
link. 

Loft @ Laser Mania 
Loft kids (all 5th and 6th graders), join your church friends 
at Laser Mania on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. for 
some laser tag fun! We will play first and finish with pizza 
in the party room! Please bring $5 to help with costs. Sign 
up in the bulletin or through the SignUpGenius link . 

Stay tuned for info on our Children’s Christmas Choir! 
Practice will be on Sunday mornings this year!



ph pics

SENIOR ADULT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Senior Adult Vacation Bible School for adults 55+ was held August 3-5. We appreciate Rev. Trey Harper for serving as our 
Bible Study leader. Everyone enjoyed the messages, good food, music and fellowship!

UWF STUDY
Susan Eaton led a study, “Experiencing 
Emmanuel Through Courage and  
Justice” on August 10 and 17. The class 
was hosted by United Women in Faith.

BOOT SCOOTIN’ ROUNDUP
We kicked off the fall semester with some boot scootin’ fun and country line dancing on Wednesday, Aug. 12. We appreciate 
Patricia Garner and her fellow dancers for showing us how it’s done!

A NIGHT OF THANKSGIVING
Friends of the Wesley Foundation 
gathered on August 20 for a special 
service before demolition begins 
on the current building and con-
struction starts on the new facility.

“EVEN IN EXILE” RELEASE PARTY
On August 23, a book launch event 
was held to celebrate the release of 
Susan Eaton’s new book, “Even in  
Exile.” The book is available now 
through all online booksellers.
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WELCOME, NEW 
MEMBERS!
We welcomed 
Dennis and Sandra 
Gallups as new 
members on August 
2. We’re so glad they 
are a part of our 
Parkway Heights 
family!

WELCOME, NEW  
MEMBERS!

On August 16, we were 
happy to have Russell, 
Amy and Allen Pearce 
join as members. The 

Pearces have been 
active for a while, and 

we’re happy they have 
made Parkway Heights 

their church home.

MEN’S  
MINISTRY
Parkway Heights’ 
men met at 
Goldpost on 
August 27 for 
some good 
food and good 
conversation. All 
men are always 
welcome!

AC PROJECT UPDATE 
The Sanctuary air 

conditioning project 
is on track! Work is 

progressing with no 
major problems.  

We have been told 
we will be ready to 
open the Sanctuary  

for worship by 
mid-October.

mail room

Dear Parkway Heights Friends, 

Every day, struggling neighbors receive a helping hand 
at Edwards Street Fellowship Center’s food pantry, health 
clinic and thrift store. Your compassionate support and 
prayers make that help possible!

FOOD PANTRY: During July, the pantry provided nutritious 
groceries to 2,156 households (representing 6,902  
individuals). The busy summer continues with our annual 
recertification process kicking off in August. As volunteers 
complete a new application with each household, the 
applicants talk about their struggles, their resilience and 
their hope. On behalf of our food pantry clients — single 
moms, Veterans, grandparents raising grandchildren, 
homeless people, adults in low-wage jobs, disabled  
individuals and so many others — we praise God for you 
and your support.

FELLOWSHIP HEALTH CLINIC: Our clinic continues to 
provide high quality healthcare at no cost to eligible 
uninsured adults. Patients who were once “medically 
underserved” now receive excellent care from volunteer 
physicians, nurses, dentists, physical therapists and other 
healthcare professionals each week. Fellowship Clinic 
truly is community caring for community!

THRIFT STORE: With its super-low prices, abundance 
of amazing donated goods and fun social media posts, 
our thrift store is bustling with shoppers. This is exciting 
because every purchase funds food for the pantry and 
medical supplies for the clinic! (If you’re a thrifter, follow 
the fun on the store’s Facebook page: Edwards St.  
Fellowship Thrift Store.)

The activities of this busy summer remind us that every 
person has a story, and every person matters. Thank you 
for providing help and hope to these neighbors in need!

With Gratitude for You, 
Ann McCullen, Edwards Street Fellowship Center

Dear Parkway Heights United Methodist Church,

Thank you so much for your generous donation to support 
our soldiers through the USO. Your kindness, compassion 
and generosity mean so much to the brave men and 
women who serve our country. Your support truly makes 
a difference in their lives. Thank you for helping honor 
those who serve.

- USO Camp Shelby



PLEASE NOTE: THE CHURCH 
OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, 

SEPT. 7, FOR LABOR DAY.

Prayer Concerns
Dave Lowery, Jerry Phillips, 
Benson St. Louis & Evelyn Stone

Praise for... 
•	 the birth of Hayes Jennings 

Croom, born to Blair and 
Chandler Croom on August 2, 
2026

Sympathy To... 
•	 the family of Dot Heinmiller
•	 Joseph Jones on the death of 

his mother, Rose Jones

•	 the family of Don Wolverton

•	 Louis Poynter on the death of 
his wife, Lou Ann

Larry Hilliard, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Discipleship Pastor

David Sellers, Associate Pastor

Wes Arrington, Director of
Outreach & Facilities

Kaitlin Babington, Director of Youth & 
Family Ministries

Lesley Ellison, Director of Children &  
Family Ministries

Sunday Worship Times:
 

8:30 a.m.: Contemporary Service 
in Founders Hall

9:40-10:30 a.m.: Sunday School

10:45 a.m.: Traditional Service  
temporarily in Founders Hall

Both services are livestreamed  
on various platforms.

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org
601.544.7873

Our mission: “To connect, equip and send people for Christ”

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911


