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News

Pastoral Acts

Pastor Courtney was still on 
maternity leave, so there was no 
Pastor’s report.

The Property Committee representative, Tom Kerr, 
reported on the installation of a handrail for the Choir’s 
safety at the choir room steps.  The condition of the 
building next to the parking lot was brought up again.  
Council passed a motion to obtain estimates on having 
it taken down.  Tom also informed us that three long-
time Property Committee members will be resigning, 
so volunteer replacements will be much appreciated.

Finance Committee reported a donation of stock to 
the Church, as well as a modest bequest from the Betty 
Edney Estate.

The Eagle Scout project earlier this year has been 
complete.  A community library box has been installed 
on our lawn along High Street.  Thank you to Brian 
Shaffer for his assistance and guidance to this project.

Pastor Courtney is back and was able to 
visit with all of our homebound members 
for Christmas.

A Neat bit of History
Parishioner Dr. Samuel Laucks shares some 

interesting history of our beloved church. The 
following links will take you to architectural drawings 
for the church dated 1894. 

https://yorkhistorycenter.pastperfectonline.com/
photo/16C5D76D-818A-4CEC-B329-170846579233

Dempwolf Architectural Drawings Collection - 
Evangelical Lutheran Church - yorkhistorycenter.
pastperfectonline.com

Collection: Dempwolf Architectural Drawings 
Collection Title: Evangelical Lutheran Church Place: 
Red Lion, York County, Pennsylvania

Gift Cards Support 
the Church

We have Giant, Weis and Jerry’s Great Valu store cards 
available in denominations of $50. They are available 
Sundays in the back of the Spirit Cellar service or 
the Welcome Center between services. If you would 
like other dollar amounts, Dee Kerr will order them 
for you by calling her at 717-244-0083. Please make 
checks payable to Grace 
Lutheran Church. This is 
an important fundraiser 
for the church and a win-
win for everyone. You 
get gift cards to do the 
shopping you do already 
and the church gets a 
commission.

January 6 is Three Kings DAlso known as Epiphany 
or Theophany. Three Kings Day is a Christian feast 
day that celebrates the revelation of God in his Son as 
human in Jesus Christ. The observance had its origins 
in the eastern Christian churches and was a general 
celebration of the manifestation of the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ. It included the commemoration of his 
birth; the visit of the Magi, all of Jesus’ childhood 
events, his baptism in the Jordan by John the Baptist, 
and even the miracle at the wedding at Cana in Galilee.
It seems fairly clear that the Baptism was the primary 
event being commemorated. The earliest reference 
to Epiphany as a Christian feast was in A.D. 361, by 
Ammianus Marcellinus. He also asserts that the 
Miracle of Cana occurred on the same calendar day. 
In a sermon delivered on December 25, 380 A.D., 
St. Gregory of Nazianzus referred to the day as ta 
theophania(“the Theophany”, an alternative name for 
Epiphany). He said that it is a day commemorating the 
holy nativity of Christ and told his listeners that they 
would soon be celebrating the baptism of Christ.

Then, on Three Kings Day, he preached two more 
sermons, where he declared that the celebration of the 
birth of Christ and the visitation of the Magi had taken 
place and that they would now commemorate his 
Baptism. At this time, the celebration of the two events 
was being observed on separate occasions.

St. John Cassian said that even in his time (the 
beginning of the 5th century), the Egyptian monasteries 
celebrated the Nativity and Baptism together on 
January 6. The Armenian Apostolic Church continues to 
celebrate Three Kings Day as the only commemoration 
of the Nativity.

Taken from:  https://www.daysoftheyear.com/days/three-kings-
day/

History of Three Kings Day
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Strangers in Kenya

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

After a decade and a half of ministry to Africa, I now 
write a letter that I didn’t see coming. At the conclusion 
of this school year (July 2019), the Murphys are ending 
a special season of life. We plan on returning to San 
Diego—the city where we left from with one baby boy 
fourteen years ago—and beginning a new season.

We have considered, prayed over, and discussed 
this move for more than a year. We have not done 
this in isolation but have included our sending church 
in San Diego, numerous supporting church pastors, 
some close Christian friends and advisors, and our 
agency leadership in the process. We did not take this 
decision lightly or make it hastily. In addition, we are 
grateful for the peace the Lord has given us now that 
the decision is made. Nevertheless, we do covet your 
prayers during this transition period.

We are excited to re-engage again with a changing 
American culture. Our change of location will 
potentially allow Ryan to step into a new role as he 
moves away from school teaching and into pastoral 
ministry, a desire which has been budding in his heart 
the past few years. Ryan is seeking a position in fulltime 
church ministry in San Diego, and Heather is applying 
for teaching positions. As for our kids, they’ve enjoyed 
the Rift Valley Academy “greenhouse of faith” for 
many years, and we visualize them as three saplings 
whom God has blessed and strengthened thus far. We 
believe God will grow them through the challenge of 
entering a “new” culture, as  they endeavor to live a 
portion of their childhoods in the USA.

We love Rift Valley Academy, and while losing staff 
members is never an easy process (although it happens 
constantly here), we see a strong core of teachers in each 
of our departments right now—perhaps the strongest 
continuity we have seen. This is another factor that 
has given us peace as we step away for a season—God 

always provides for this wonderful school!  We believe 
that God will bring us back here someday—maybe in 
three years, maybe in ten years—but none of us can 
know for sure. Our leaving right now has nothing 
to do with our dissatisfaction with this school or its 
administration; it’s simply because the Lord is closing 
this door for a season.

The team of prayer warriors and financial supporters  
God has given us has been inspiring us. We always 
have considered our work to be your work—a beautiful 
expression of God’s “body” here on earth functioning 
in healthy ways. Together, you and we have done 
so much good work for God’s kingdom over the last 
fourteen years. That is worth celebrating jubilantly, 
even though there may be some sorrow in the ending 
of this chapter.

In the same way many of you started supporting us 
before we traveled overseas to Africa, we will need 
our team to carry us through our months of transition 
back to “civilian” life in the U.S. Living on missionary 
support has not afforded us the ability to amass savings 
or any kind of cushion to sustain us if you ended your 
support today. We certainly will be moving off support 
as soon as we can (next fall or early winter), but until 
then, I hope you will please continue to give and bless 
us through this major phase of re-entry to our home 
country.

Proverbs 16:9 says, “A man’s heart plans his course, 
but the LORD determines his steps.” We have seen God 
opening doors before us and appreciate your prayers 
through the many complex and challenging doors 
which lie ahead of us this year! We will let you know 
more details as the future comes into clearer focus.

Ryan and Heather Murphy

Chairs for Sale
We still have metal folding chairs 
that we replaced with the new plastic 
ones.  They still have lots of wear 
in them and they are available for 
purchase at a cost of $10 for four 
chairs.  If you are interested, take the 
chairs you want and place the money 
in either the office or offering plate in 
an envelope labeled “chairs.”
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What’s In the Display case?Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

5, 4, 3, 2, 1  HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Throughout North America, at 
the stroke of midnight on January 
1st, a year is laid to rest as the New 
Year is embraced.  New Year's is 
celebrated by different cultures and 
many traditions will be observed 
to celebrate the beginning of a new 
year.  

Our cabinet will show how our area celebrates and 
also celebrations around the world, some of which are 
unique.  Although customs vary, the sentiments are 
the same - health, happiness, and success in the year 
ahead.  No matter how we celebrate we wish everyone 
a HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

The Book Club is meeting 
on January 17 at 6:30 p.m. 
and meets every third 
Thursday of the month in 
the Welcome Center.  In 
January, we are reading 
The Book Thief by Markus 

Zusak.  Goodreads.com has this to say about the book:

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is 
holding its breath. Death has never been 
busier, and will be busier still. By her brother's 
graveside, Liesel's life is changed when she picks 
up a single object, partially hidden in the snow. 
It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, left behind 
there by accident, and it is her first act of book 
thievery. So begins a love affair with books and 
words, as Liesel, with the help of her accordian-
playing foster father, learns to read. Soon she 
is stealing books from Nazi book-burnings, the 
mayor's wife's library, wherever there are books 
to be found.

But these are dangerous times. When Liesel's 
foster family hides a Jew in their basement, 
Liesel's world is both opened up, and closed 
down.

In superbly crafted writing 
that burns with intensity, 
award-winning author 
Markus Zusak has given us 
one of the most enduring 
stories of our time.

We welcome all book lovers. 
If you would like a copy of 
the book, you can get in touch 
with either Jen Rudolf or Geri 
Jacobs.  

Men’s Faith Huddle
The men of Grace Lutheran have been warmly invited 

by Pastor Ben and Zion Lutheran to join them for Men’s 
Faith Huddle.  We are a group of men who want to grow 
as Christian disciples and become better equipped to 
share God’s love and hope with the world through their 
calling as husbands, fathers, grandfathers, friends and 

their other various 
roles.  The group 
meets on the third 
Thursday of the 
month at Mexitaly 
Restaurant from 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
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Stewardship of our time
O God, teach us to count our days that we may gain 

a wise heart.-Psalm 90:12

What does it mean to count our days? Certainly, the 
poet who wrote Psalm 90:12 was thinking of more than 
arithmetic, which may not necessarily gain us a wise 
heart. Wisdom comes from perspective, from painful 
introspection and prayerful deliberation. 

We count in order to know not only how many days 
we have lived, but to ponder how many days we might 
have left. Counting, we remember that we are finite 
creatures whose lives march forward in steady 24-hour 
steps, carrying us from birth to death. Knowing, then, 
that our days are numbered, we appreciate each one 
more fully.

We count our days to gain the wisdom that every 
day is sacred; every day presents opportunities to live 
more fully in relationship with God and our neighbors; 
every day is for love and joy and peace and fulfillment. 
Yet it’s all to easy to let the days slip away.

This month consider a focus on stewardship of your 
time – how you spend every day God gives you. Here 
is a “to do” list for making the most of every day:

•Pray: Begin each day communicating with the 
creator of the universe, meditating on Scripture 
or a wise Christian author. Even 10 minutes. End 
by praying Psalm 118:24: “This is the day that the 
LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

•Care:Convey through word or deed how much 
you care about someone in your life. Call up an 
old friend or relative. Invite a co-worker to lunch. 

•Help: Look for some way to assist someone. 
Volunteer. Hold a door open for someone 
entering a store behind you. Stop for a pedestrian 
who wants to cross the street.

•Enrich: Find something that will deepen your 
knowledge, understanding or appreciation of the 
world. Read a poem or book. Listen to asermon 
podcast or educational news program.

•Stop. That’s right, do nothing. For at least 10 
minutes (use your smart phone timer) sit quietly, 
breathe deeply and try to clear the busy thoughts 
form your mind. Open your spirit to God’s 
presence.

•Be healthy: Do something to increase your 
physical health, such as eating a nutritious meal 
or taking a walk. 

•Pray: End every day thanking the creator of the 
universe for another wonderful day. A day you 
have counted and that you have made count.

Focus on stewardship of time and see how your own 
life will change. Make it a permanent part of your 
discipleship.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by 

permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the 
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as 
content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.

Grace’s community book box
Looking for some indoor fun this winter? Check out a 
book in our Community Library Box! There are books 
for young and older readers, and you are welcome to 
keep, trade or return your book!

A special thank you to Boy 
Scout Nicholas Ryan who 
gifted this box to Grace 
as part of his Eagle Scout 
project! The box is located 
on the front lawn along 
High Street. Thank you to 
all who have and continue 
to donate books for this 
great outreach ministry!

Red Lion Cemetery 
Information

Members of Grace Lutheran church, who are 
considering the selection of a cemetery, are encouraged 
to think about the Red Lion Cemetery located on 
East Gay Street in Red Lion.  The Red Lion Cemetery 
Association, which is nonprofit, non-denominational, 
and non-sectarian, maintains the grounds.

If you are interested in learning more, please contact 
Carl Hanlin, at 717-246-3325 or Toni Danley, RLCA, 
Board of Directors, Secretary, Frank Strom & Company 
at 7171-244-4105.  You may also talk to Association 
Board members Marley Becker, Chris Golden, David 
Laucks or Jud Stauffer.



Just because it is 
winter, it doesn’t mean 
our wonderful Lutheran 
Camping areas are closed.  
There are several events 
at various locations 
in January.  For more 
information, visit the 
website:  https://www.
lutherancamping.org/
events/ or call (717) 677-8211 for more information.

o  January 4-6:  Winter Youth Retreat at Kirchenwald
o  January 20:  Winter Fun Day at Kirchenwald
o  January 20:  Chicken & Waffles at Nawakwa
o  January 20:  CampPerson Meetings at Kirchenwald
   & Nawakwa
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Wedding Anniversaries

 January Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

January Flower dedications:

06 – In memory of the deceased loved 
      ones by Nancy Grissinger	
    –Pedestal flowers in memory of 
       Primrose McCallum

13 – In loving memory of Ethel, Helen, 
      Nevin, Nolan and Glen by sister 
      Erma Grim

20 – In loving memory of my parents, 
      Mary and Jacob Valentine, for all 
      the loved ones and in honor of the 
      Senior Choir
    –Pedestal flowers are presented in 
      memory of Dorothy and Curvin 
     Thoman

27 – In loving memory of Clark Jacobs by 
        the family

February Flower Dedications:

03 – In loving memory of Ian McCleary by 
        the family
17 – In memory of David Grim husband 
        and father, by Erma Grim and family
24 – In memory of Peggy Keener by the 
        Keener Family

Lutheran Camping 

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader

Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Happy Birthday

11- Joey & Cindy Christenberry	
23- Lin & Peg Rotz
29- Dennis & Vickie Grove 

01-Kathy Vivian
02- Richard Hollingworth
02- Richard Webster 
03- Jay Keener
03- Kody Peters
04- Bill Shingler	
05- Patrick Gwinn
05- Yodd Osterhaus
06- Maigan Gideon
08- Jackie Atkins
09- Nancy Mccleary
13- Tammy Golden
13-  Josie Shoffner
14-  Evans Fishel
15- Glenn Smeltzer
17- Dennis Grove
17- Christopher Hanzlik
17- Marian Warner
19- Rae Williams
20- Lynette Grim
20- Dylan Peters
25- Heidi Einsig
27- Edward Dellinger
28- Cora Sue Herbst
30- Lisa Crawford
30- Steven Gross
30- Duane Hartman
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