




 



м 

Partners in sharing the love of Jesus,  

As we reflect on the year now behind us, our hearts are filled with deep gratitude and hopeful 
anticipation for what God continues to do in and through St. John Ωs. This past year has been one 
marked by faithfulness, generosity, and shared vision, and we give thanks to God for each of you who 
has helped make it such a meaningful and successful moment in the life of St. John Ωs. 

It appears that in the past year, St. John Ωs has looked like the 
church described in Acts 2:42 -47. Together, we have devoted 
ourselves to worship, prayer, fellowship, and service τtrusting 
that God would bless our working together as we live in our 
shared vision. Through the Making Room Capital Appeal, our 
congregation responded with remarkable commitment and 
generosity. As a result, we celebrated the completion of a 
successful building addition and remodel, beautifully carried 

out by D.J. Krantz and all who contributed their time, 
expertise, and support. These improved and expanded spaces 
are more than walls and rooms; they are places where 
ministry will grow, relationships will be strengthened, friends 
and neighbors will be served, and future generations will learn 
that, άwith open arms to all, together we live and share the 
love of JesusέΦ 

We also give thanks for a year of positive stewardship and 
encouraging growth. Your faithful giving  of time, talents, and 
financial resources reflects your deep trust in God Ωs 
abundance and shared commitment. We are delighted to 
report that we finished the year financially in the black, a sign 
of responsible stewardship and collective faithfulness. Like the 
believers in Acts who shared generously so that no one was in 
need, your support has strengthened our ministry and positioned us well for the work ahead.  

We want to thank the members of the Church Council, our many teams and committees, and the 

countless volunteers whose dedication and leadership make St. John Ωs a beacon of light in our 
community. We are also deeply grateful for our dedicated staff, whose daily faithfulness, creativity, and 
care make ministry possible in seen and unseen ways. Each of you plays an essential role in the shared 
life we build together.  

Most of all, we thank you τthe people of St. John Ωsτfor your faith, your presence, your prayers, and 
your willingness to live as the body of Christ in this place. As Acts reminds us, when God Ωs people live 

with devotion, generosity, and joy, άthe Lord added to their number those who were being saved. έ With 
that promise before us, we look to the future with enthusiastic hope, trusting that God is still at work 
among us.  

May we continue to make room for worship, for service, for one another, for our neighbors, and all who 
long to be welcomed with open arms.  

With gratitude and hope in Christ,  

 Pastor Alex Becker  Pastor Todd Nelsen  

42They devoted themselves to 
the apostlesΩ teaching and 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 43Awe came upon 
everyone, because many wonders 
and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44All who believed were 

together and had all things in 
common; 45they would sell their 
possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. 46Day by day, as 
they spent much time together in 
the temple, they broke bread at 
home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47praising God 
and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord 
added to their number those 
who were being saved.  
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Reflecting on this past year, I am filled with gratitude for how our congregation has truly lived out our 
theme of άMaking Room έΦ The most visible manifestation of this commitment was the successful 
completion of our new education addition and the extensive renovations to our existing facilities. These 
walls are more than just brick and mortar; they represent our collective promise to provide a modern, 
welcoming space where all generations can gather, learn, and grow in faith. Your patience and 
generosity throughout the construction process ensured that we didn Ωt just build a structure τwe built a 
vital foundation for our future.  

As we look ahead, our focus shifts from the physical act of building to the spiritual act of filling. With our 
facilities complete, we are challenged to άmake room έ in our hearts for new ministries and deeper 
community outreach. To sustain this mission, we lean into our Generosity Team Ωs theme: άWhere your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. έ Our new space brings  new opportunities, but it also requires 
our continued, faithful financial support to breathe life into these halls. I invite you to reflect on how your 
giving mirrors your heart for this church, ensuring that our resources remain as expansive as our vision 
so that there is always room for one more.  

Grace and Peace, 

Michelle Wang  
Council President 
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Through planning all aspects of worship including choir music, accompanists, cantors, instrumentalists, 
hymns, bulletins, and church season decorations, it is the goal to make the worship experiences at St. 
JohnΩs meaningful and inspiring. There are many opportunities for people to become involved! If you 
are interested in being a part of any of these opportunities, please contact Pat Nelsen at 
pnelsen@stjohns -annandale.org.  

2025 Worship & Music Team This team meets to discuss, plan, and implement ideas for all aspects of 
worship for the church year. Topics include everything from music, the seasons of the church year, the 
liturgies, decorations, special services, and special events.  

Kids Praise Choir The children Ωs choir is designed to give children in first through fifth grades the 

opportunity to develop their musical talents for the purpose of leading others in worship and bringing 
glory to the Lord through singing. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 4:30pm to 5:00pm in the 
Choir Room. The children sing once a month alternating the service in which they sing.  

Chancel Choir The adult Chancel Choir meets Wednesdays from 6:30pm to 7:30pm. They provide music 
twice a month and for special services. From this group, many choose to volunteer or cantor at our 
traditional worship service.  

Chancel Choir Sponsors The past year we started a choir sponsorship program, where congregation 
members may make a donation to purchase music in honor or in memory of loved ones. Sponsors are 
acknowledged on the Sunday that άtheirέ song is being sung. Thank you to the sponsors in 2025! Your 
donations are greatly appreciated. If you would like to be a sponsor, the cost is $125.00 (the cost covers 
the approximate expense of purchasing music for all members of the choir). Please see Pat Nelsen for 
more information.  

Rejoice Team Through singing, guitars, piano, and drums, the Rejoice Team brings the energy of 
contemporary music to our contemporary worship service.  

The Feast Band Our Wednesday night Feast Worship is led by The Feast Band. This band is open to 
students in sixth through twelfth grades who like to sing or play guitar, piano, or drums. They meet prior 
to the service to prepare, and then rehearse from 7:30pm to 8:00pm.  

Special Music  We are always looking for people who would like to provide special music for our 
worship services which can include anything from singing to playing an instrument!  

Worship Beautification Team  This team makes sure that the sanctuary is decorated for each season/

all special services of the church year. We are always looking for new members. If you would like to be 
part of this team, please contact Val Nelson or Pat Nelsen.  

A Note of Thanks  It takes a lot of people to make everything happen and we are always looking for 
more volunteers. Thank you to: the Altar Guild, Cantors, Coffee Servers, Communion Assistants, 
Readers, Choir Members, Rejoice Team Members, Tech Team, Special Music Providers, Ushers, Val 
Nelson and the Beautification Team, and Valet Service Providers!  
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 Ethan Piram  Mason Burgraff  Greysen Wang   
 Robby Halverson  Evan Muetzel Damian Marsh  
 Jack Hart  Olin Lampi  Dylan Pierce  
 Nathan Johnson  Khloe Manthie  Teagan Sykora  
 Lillian Frahm  Evelyn Hoeft  Brayden Bayer   
 Natalie Ramler  Emily Story  Peyton Czycalla  
 Melina Robbins  Jillian Wingler  

 Oliver Kenneth Allen  Gentry Raye Anderson  Willow Necole Baker  
 Ezra Clarence Barrett  Audrey Marie Forpahl  Maylee Renee Gehrke  
 Wrenly Dawn Haycraft  Miles Stanley Hillestad  Liam James Jaminski  
 Evelyn Hazel Kerzman  Vivian Louise Meiners  Eleanor Olivia Meyer  
 Everett Adam Meyer  Hank Mason Weinzetl  Madisyn Marie Zieman  

Vivianne Beda Meredith Strand   

Nick Gabrielson & Nikki Wander  
Tyler Peterson & Regan Hutchinson  

 Barbara Fischer  Caroline Mattila   
 Joan Peterson  Dan Carlson  Meredith Froehlich   

 Warren Hartman  Vivian Henry  Dolores Hogberg  
 Fred Hood  LaDonna Howell  Lyndon Johnson  
 Lloyd Lehse Willard Leinonen  Lindsey Madla  
 Marilyn Nilson  Scott Picken Jodi Rossberg  
 Lorenchia Scott  Cheri Walberg  Ruth Gruys 
 Jean Erickson -Mattis  James Bauer  

 Scott & Lori Schlecht  Myron & Carrie Klinkner  Steven & Cindy Scharpe  
 Birttany & Cody Haycraft   Jon, Meredith & Nora Weberg  
 Nick Gabrielson & Nicole Wander   Derek, Madeline, Violet & Livia Johnson  
 David, Roberta, Abby, Joey & Lillian Frahm   Suzanne, Scott, Fisher, Forest & Lakelen Long 
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2026 Mission Planτ$627,325 

The 2026 Narrative Mission Plan tells the story of how gifts 
God's people share support St. John Ωs ministry. Through 
these offerings, we nurture faith, strengthen community, 
and share Christ Ωs love both within our congregation and 
beyond our walls.  

Our ministry is carried out through four core areas: 
Worship, Faith Formation, Congregational Life, and 
Ministry Beyond Our Walls.  

Worship remains the heart of St. John Ωs and the center of our shared life of faith. It is where we gather 
around Word and Sacrament, are renewed by God Ωs grace, and are sent out to serve the world. 
Because worship grounds everything we do, it remains the largest portion of our Mission Plan.  

This area includes music ministry, worship supplies, sound and livestream technology, altar guild, 
staffing, volunteer coordination, pastoral leadership, and a portion of facility costs needed to maintain 
a safe and welcoming worship space.  

Whether gathered in the sanctuary, worshipping at home, travelling, or tuning in from a distance, we 
trust GodΩs promise to meet us wherever we gather in Jesus Ω name. 

Faith Formation nurtures faith at every age, helping children, youth, and adults grow in their 
understanding of God Ωs love and what it means to follow Jesus in daily life.  

In 2026, Faith Formation will continue to offer diverse opportunities for learning, connection, and 
spiritual growth. These include Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, D -Way (confirmation), Bible 
studies, Life Groups, and other seasonal offerings.  

The 2026 Mission Plan support provides curriculum, Bibles, Sunday School supplies, arts and craft 
materials, confirmation resources, the majority of our Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry Ωs 
time, and a significant portion of pastoral leadership.  

By supporting these ministries, St. John Ωs affirms that faith is not static τis is something we grow into, 
explore together, and carry with us into the world.  

Congregational Life strengthens relationships and builds a sense of belonging at St. John Ωs. These 
ministries include pastoral care, fellowship, meals, funerals, new member classes, Life Groups, and 
congregational events. These ministries ensure that no one walks alone and that care, hospitality, and 
connection remain central to who we are as a church.  

Nearly one -quarter of our Mission Plan supports these ministries by funding hospitality, meals, welcome 
materials, congregational events, communication, and advertising. A portion of facility costs is also 
allocated to hosting these gatherings.  


