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NOV. 116 12 AZ AGRICULTURE EXECUTIVE FORUM o
NOV. 18: COTTON & COFFEE -7:30AM CENTRAL- o I
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DEC. 3: AZ COTTON GROWERS BOARD MEETING w VOUK WOICE I [POLIG . I
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DEC. 9: AZ COTTON RESEARCH & PROTECTION w FUTURE



https://www.azfb.org/Article/Arizona-Farm-Bureau-Annual-Meeting-3291
https://azna.org/event-6368375
https://www.cottonboard.org/cotton-coffee
https://arizonaag.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Field-Day-Agenda.pdf
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:c8ac3c6e-626c-4363-9cdb-b8016e76e98c
https://cotton.az.gov/
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THE ARIZONA PEST MANAGEMENT CENTER—SCIENCE THAT PAYS OFF IN THE

FIELD

You may not know the name, but chances are you've seen the impact. The Arizona Pest
Management Center (APMC) is the engine behind many of the proven Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) strategies that Arizona cotton growers rely on today. Coordinated through the University of
Arizona, APMC brings together a team of scientists, Extension educators, and pest management
professionals to develop and deliver pest control solutions that are economically smart,
environmentally responsible, and field-proven.

Over the last three decades, APMC-supported IPM programs have helped Arizona cotton growers
save over $600 million and prevent more than 40 million pounds of insecticides from entering the
environment. Our cotton industry now uses 85-90% selective insecticides, enabling natural enemies
to thrive and reducing the need for broad-spectrum sprays. For example in 2023, 67% of cotton
acreage went unsprayed for insect pests altogether. Foliar insecticide control costs over the last five
years, adjusted to 2024 dollars, have been lower than at any other time in our history.

This is not just academic work—it's boots-on-the-ground Extension. Through field trials, hands-on
training, decision tools, and responsive advisories, we engage with pest control advisors and growers
to solve problems, protect yields, and stay ahead of resistance issues. We measure pest management
issues and outcomes, including economic gains, in annual surveys with pest control advisors. We
process thousands of pesticide use records each year. These resources support our evidence-based
expert comments that successfully influence federal actions. With funding from USDA and support
from state and local resources, we provide science-driven solutions tailored to Arizona’s cotton
systems—solutions co-developed with growers and tested in real-world conditions.

When you scout a field, adjust a spray threshold, or defer a treatment because natural enemies are
doing the job, APMC’s work is quietly behind that success. We're here to help Arizona cotton stay
productive, profitable, and sustainable. Contact Dr. Al Fournier or Dr. Peter Ellsworth if you would like
to learn more.
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YOUR VOICE IN POLICY: STRENGTHENING COTTON'S FUTURE

The Association is working alongside 16 other cotton-

producing states to maintain a strong and sustainable ‘ .

Committee for the Advancement of Cotton (CAC) Y Ommlttee for the
through the National Cotton Council. Our Board

~lvancement of
Chairman, Jerry Rovey, has launched a letter campaign to -
help Arizona reach its $13,000 goal, and with just under Otton “;@”‘

$1,000 remaining, we are hoping to finish strong before the end of the year.

As Congress wraps up another challenging session — in the midst of the longest government
shutdown — cotton growers continue to face rising input costs, water constraints, and global market
pressures. While recent policy gains through the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) have
strengthened loan and coverage programs, the full benefits will not be realized until 2026.

That's why both the CAC and the Arizona Cotton Growers Political Action Committee (ACGPAC) are
essential. The CAC supports

Members of Congress and CROP v

candidates Yvho _chfar_npion IN%E&OI%%E A m )

cotton’s policypriorities,
helping to secure programs
like OBBBA, disaster relief, and
the Buying American Cotton
Act (BACA). Click here for more
information on how you can
help Arizona reach our goal
and contribute to the
Committee for the

Advancement of Cotton.
Meanwhile, the ACGPAC
complements our federal

efforts through CAC by WHEN PROBLEMS CROP UP,
ensuring Arizona’s priorities are WEIVE GOT YOU COVERED
represented in both state and
national policy discussions. As
the 2026 election nears,
contributions are vital to “
sustain strong advocacy and @ casa Grande Office @ Willcox Office @ Fresno Office
keep our industry competitive, Cans Grande, AZ6S1%2 Wilkox A7 85643 Fromno, CAST104
sustainable, and well-
represented at every level of
government. Click here to learn Qs 520-836-2988 @) amsins.com

more or contribute today.
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PINAL COUNTY PM10 NONATTAINMENT AREA TOUR

The Association was pleased to be a planning partner in the Pinal County PM10 Nonattainment Area
Tour on October 21st for county, state air quality leaders. It isn’'t uncommon for some of our
regulatory agencies to be unfamiliar with our best management practices, and common daily
challenges encountered in field and surrounding areas.

PM 10 Nonattainment Background

Seven of Arizona’s 15 counties are designated nonattainment areas by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), requiring air-quality monitoring for pollutants above the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards outlined in the Clean Air Act. One of those is Pinal County — the 10th-largest county in
Arizona at 5,366.7 square miles — and a strong example of how soil varies due to factors such as
precipitation, texture, terrain, and biology. This area often experiences elevated levels of particulate
matter 10 (PML10), a dust-based pollutant common in hot, dry climates with limited vegetation, which
can irritate the eyes, throat, lungs, and contribute to respiratory issues.

Tour Attendees Tour Stops
e Matt Poppen, MAG Environmental Director * Rockhouse Farms
e Sheldon Jones, AZDA Deputy Director of Programs * Casa Grande Dairy
 Steve Burr, ADEQ Principal Environmental Specialist * Hidden Valley Air Quality Monitor

Red River Feed Yard
Ak-Chin Farms

Lisa Tomczak, ADEQ Environmental Specialist
Daniel Czecholinski, ADEQ Air Quality Director
Paco Ollerton, ADEQ AgBMP Committee Chairman
Kelly Poole, ADEQ Manager of Air Quality Planning & Research

Tour Takeaway
The tour was informative, and each of our hosts did an excellent job representing their segment of
Arizona agriculture. Attendees gained insight into the balance between maintaining high-quality
crops and managing operational and regulatory challenges. Our hosts highlighted efficiency efforts
— reducing labor, cost, and dust — while sharing practices, philosophies, and challenges. We are
confident that observations and data collected will reflect agriculture’s commitment to responsible
stewardship and air quality improvement.

ROCKHOUSE FARMS

RED RIVER FEED YARD
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BALE PACKAGING CHANGES APPROVED
Earlier this month, the Joint Cotton Industry Bale
Packaging Committee (JPIBPC) met to make a final
determination on the request to phase out woven WITH EVERY WASH AND
polypropylene bagging and wire ties on bales. This EVERY WEAR, MICROFIBERS
topic has been a hotly contested item across the SHED FROM SYNTHETIC
cotton-belt, and the committee has met 3 times prior CLOTHING RELEASE
to discuss the options before them. In a roll-call vote, SBEISOS?EQICALS INTO
the committee approved the timeline as detailed ’
below:
* Woven PPE bagging will be loan eligible for the
next 6 years, with the final year being 2031 What

e Wire ties will be loan eligible for 9 years, however, in OU
2031 (after the 5™ crop year) would be restricted to y

export only wear
National Cotton Council staff will now begin "
educational efforts within the industry to prepare gins m atte rS
for the transition. If you have any questions, please feel

free to reach out to Lauren Krogman, Manager of
Marketing and Processing Technology for the National PLANTNOTPLASTIC.ORG

Cotton Council at [krogman@cotton.org.
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Visit our website or
scan the QR code below.

And Crop Assurance
480-491-1444

www.farminc.biz

Providing Crop
Insurance on:

-Crops
-Rainfall Index
-Livestock
-Dairy
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