
Freedom Worth Guarding 

Because many Americans have never known life without 

freedom, it can be easy to take our liberties for granted. The 

Israelites, however, knew the harsh reality of slavery. Yet even 

when God led them out of Egypt, they struggled to embrace 

their freedom. Faced with uncertainty, they grew fearful and 

complained against Moses and Aaron, longing for the familiarity 

of their former bondage rather than trusting God’s provision. 

 

Their story feels surprisingly familiar. As Christians, we have 

been set free through a far greater deliverance. Our freedom 

was secured at a great cost through the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. And yet, we sometimes drift back 

toward old habits, attitudes/patterns that once held us captive. 

 

Scripture reminds us to stand firm in the freedom we have been 

given. As Paul writes in Galatians 5:1, “Stand fast therefore in 

the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be 

entangled again with a yoke of bondage.” 

 

True freedom is not simply the absence of restraint. It is the 

opportunity to live fully in God’s grace, walking in obedience, joy 

and purpose. This kind of freedom is worth celebrating, 

protecting and living out every day.  

 

Freedom 

Each one of us is born most free and we alone can choose 

To do what God would have us do, to use what God would use. 

 

Or, we are also free to seek the proud and selfish way – 

A life where other gods come first to reign and hold full sway. 

 

But when we follow where Christ leads, we find that freedom’s 

place is really God’s Will for us, And we have chosen GRACE! 

--Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems 

Sunday, July 5, 2026 

On this Sunday following our nation’s celebration of 

independence, we are grateful you have come to worship 

Almighty God, who continues to bless our land in many ways. 

Welcome! 

 

Today at First  

Pastor Brian Dunn leads us in worship today.  

Care Group #1 hosts the coffee fellowship.   

 

Next week, Pastor Brian Dunn will lead our services. 
Care Group #1 hosts the coffee fellowship. 

 
Our Church Family 

Congratulations to Shane & Ava (Nykamp) Habben, who were 
united in marriage on Fri., July 3. May the Lord bless this new 

union with many happy years.  
 

Reminder: Everyone please look ahead to see if you are 
listed for any duties in the coming weeks. There have been 
several times lately that people have forgotten to do jobs.  

The monthly duty lists were printed in the Summer 
Reflector, so please check the July & August lists for your 

name and write the date on your calendar.  Thank you!  

 
Nursery Today Andrea H., Meghan G., Aftyn H.   

   July 12 Amy D., Kristin K., Boden K.  

             

Sound Today Dunn family   July 12 Connie, Josh, Jacob            

Valet Parking/Security Today Jake G.   7-12 Kyle Heynen       

 

Drivers for CRH & Ellen Geels (1501 E. 8th St.) corner duplex  

Today Kevin Vaandrager      July 12 Tom Van Dyke   

 

Cookies July 12 April H., Sharon H., Julie H.       

              July 19 Connie H., Jen H., Michelle H.       



Activities This Week 

Sun.  5:00 PM   Evening Worship Service  

Tue.    All day    Registration for Kids Fest begins 

Wed.  6:15 PM  Elders meet 

          7:00 PM   Deacons meet 

          7:30 PM   Council meets  

 

First CRC Announcements: 

• Kids Fest Registration opens July 7-14! Flyers are on the 

welcome desk to share!  Registration details on flyers.  

• Kids Fest has a new Facebook page! Add us on Facebook 

at “Kids Fest Sheldon IA” to get announcements & updates. 

• Book Club Summer Book Selection… “Remarkably Bright 

Creatures” by Shelby Van Pelt. We will meet sometime in 

Sept. to discuss the book. Everyone is welcome to join us! 

Check out the details of the book in your church mailbox.  

• Needed: Song Leader for Sunday School kids. If you are 

interested, please contact Eldon Hoekstra (712) 348-5086. 

• Drivers for the Christian Retirement Home & Ellen Geels 

– (1501 E. 8th St. – corner duplex) We have added picking 

up Ellen Geels along w/the Christian Ret. Home residents.  

• There will be a Sweet Corn Update after the morning 

worship service on Sunday, July 12. Make plans to attend.  

 

Community Announcements: 

• Love INC’s new classes 7-9– 9-17. Finances, boundaries, 

Bible basics, and an Old Testament study. Classes are 

almost full. Call 324-9707 to register. 

• Faithfully Healing Infertility – Wed., July 15, 6–7:30 p.m.at 

St. Joseph’s Church in Le Mars. Cost - $25/couple. Register 

by July 8. Check the poster on bulletin board.  

• Red Cross Blood Drive – Thur., July 23, 1-6 p.m. here at 

First. Call 1-800-733-2767 or RedCrossBlood.org & enter: 

SheldonIA for an appointment. Walk-ins are welcome.   

 

Thank You’s 

We want to thank your church for your continued generous 

financial and prayer support! We are grateful for your 

partnership and blessed to serve as your missionaries. 

     --Lauren & Connie Runia 

 

Jeffrey and I would like to thank everyone for the diapers and 

freezer meals that we have received since Morgan’s birth! 

--Jeffrey & Brooke Granstra and family  

 

 

Reformed Mission Services – rms.org 

SEED (Serve, Engage, Evangelize, Disciple) Begins This 

Friday! Please pray for those participating in RMS’ SEED event 

in New York City, taking place July 10-18. Throughout the week, 

participants will receive biblical instruction from Rev. Paul 

Murphy, worship with Messiah’s Reformed Fellowship, and put 

their training into practice through evangelism and outreach 

opportunities across NYC. Pray that God would strengthen His 

church and advance His kingdom. Follow along with photos and 

updates throughout the week at rms.org/seed.  

 

 

God’s Bonus Days 

An author writing in Guideposts magazine calls those nostalgic 

moments of memory “God’s bonus days.” LeVerne Sexton 

recalled that in her family, life’s unexpected dividends – a 

summer rainbow, a blazing sunset, a gentle spring thaw – were 

invitations to set aside ordinary tasks and celebrate something 

special. 

 

She remembered one breathtaking day from her childhood 

when the sky stretched wide and impossibly blue, as if it had no 

edges at all. Her father grabbed the fishing poles and called out, 

“Let’s play hooky, hon. It’s one of God’s bonus days.” 

  --Marion R. Vuilleumier, Meditations by the Sea 



7-5-26 AM      “Citizens of Glory”      Philip. 3:17-21 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7-5-26 PM         “Bitter Water”     Exodus 15:22-27          

                   

                      

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July 5, 2026       Pastor Brian Dunn  9:30 AM 

 

Opening Service 
  Call to Worship – Psalm 104:31-35 Responsive  

   Opening Prayer 

  *Opening Hymn:   “O Worship the King” v. 1-3 

  *God’s Greeting/Mutual Greeting 

  *Song of Praise:  “Christ Our Hope in Life and Death” 

 

Service of Reconciliation 
  Silent Prayer of Confession 

  Song of Praise: “Come unto Jesus” v. 1-2 

  Assurance of Pardon 

 

Service of the Word 
  Song of Preparation:  “Before the Throne of God Above”  

  Prayer of Illumination 

  Scripture Reading:  Philippians 3:17-21 

  Sermon Title:  “Citizens of Glory” 

  Prayer for Application 

 *Song of Praise:     “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

   

Service of Dedication 
   The Lord’s Supper – The Teaching, The Institution,  

The Memorial 

   Song of Praise:    “Come unto Jesus” vs. 3 

   Preparation of the Elements   

   Song of Praise: “Come unto Jesus” vs. 4 

   Congregational Prayer  

   Offering Prayer 

  *Song of Dedication: “The Church’s One Foundation” vs. 1-2  

  *Benediction 

  *Doxology:     “The Church’s One Foundation” vs. 4 

   

  *Please stand, if able.   

July 5, 2026      Pastor Brian Dunn              5:00 PM 

                

 

 

We Gather to Worship 
    

   Call to Worship – Psalm 106:1 & Psalm 31:7-8 Responsive 

   Silent Prayer 

  *Opening Hymn:  “To God Be the Glory” 

  *God’s Greeting 

   Responsive Affirmation of Faith: Nicene Creed 

  *Song of Praise: “When We Walk with the Lord” 

   Pastoral Prayer 

    

 

We Hear God’s Word 
   

  Hymn of Preparation:  “Abide With Me”  

  Scripture Passage:      Exodus 15:22-27  

  Sermon Title:       “Bitter Water” 

  Prayer of Application 

 

 

We Respond in Faith 

  
 *Song of Dedication:  “He Knows My Name”   

 *Benediction/Blessing 

 *Doxology:       “Glory Be to the Father” 

  

 

 

 

*Please stand, if able. 

 

 


