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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give 3 hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

Therefore, brothers and
sisters, you must be patient
as you wait for the coming
of the Lord. Consider
the farmer who waits
patiently for the coming
of rain in the fall and
spring, looking forward
to the precious fruit of the
earth. You also must wait
patiently,  strengthening
your resolve, because the
coming of the Lord is near.
(James 5:7-8)

Oh  glorious  spring!

Spring is my favorite time of year. The temperature is
just right; the flowers are starting to bloom; refreshing
rain falls upon the earth; and Easter promises new
life. Last week I saw crocuses and daffodils blooming.
Spring must surely be here! But early this morning, I
heard the weatherman predict that there is a chance
of snow for tonight and later this week. That just
can’t be true! It has to be spring! The way I figure
it, the weatherman must have made a mistake in his
calculations! And yet I know from previous years that
snow can and does fall from the skies in April and
sometimes even as late as May. As the writer of James
reminds us, we too must wait patiently like a farmer
for the rains of spring, looking forward to the precious
fruit of the earth.

So it is in my faith journey and maybe yours as well.
Sometimes we have our selves convinced that we’ve
arrived, spring is here, then something happens which
makes us take a harder look. Just when I think the
world seems just right, when everything seems to
be going my way, when it feels like there is nothing
but sunshine and roses right around the corner, that
is when something happens (like snow in April) to
make me take pause. Just when I think I have arrived
at an understanding of who God is and who I am in
God’s kingdom, God challenges me to new heights
and depths of understanding. Just when I've caught a
glimpse of God'’s face, the image changes or fades, and
I am left pondering who and what I have encountered.
Just as we are Easter people, celebrating the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ and our own salvation, we
realize that we still must experience our own mortality.
Just as we see sense God’s new heaven and new earth
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prevailing as one human
being lovingly takes care
of another, we hear the bad
news of another outbreak
of fighting and civilians
being caught in the cross
fire. It's like anticipating
spring only to have it
snow.
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As Easter people, we
know for sure that Jesus
has died and is risen.
We can live confidently
knowing that through
Christ we have forgiveness
and are offered eternal salvation. But until the day of
his return and God'’s fulfillment of God’s kingdom, we
still live in a world filled with sin and death. Until the
day of his return, we experience snow in spring. Until
the day of his return, we experience glimpses of God’s
kingdom in the here and now, but must wait for that
kingdom to bloom.
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The James passage reminds us that spring will come.
And until it does, the farmer must wait. And just as
the farmer waits patiently for the spring rains and the
precious fruit of the earth, we too await God’s kingdom
when there will be no more tears, no more sorrow, no
more death. As sure as spring arrives, so shall Jesus
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(continued from page 1)

return in glory. As sure as the flowers bloom and the
earth yields precious fruit, so will God’s kingdom
come to fulfillment. Until that day, wait patiently for
Christ’s return. Be strengthened in this knowledge,
and may your hearts be full of anticipation of His
glorious return where righteousness and mercy will
prevail. Oh blessed spring!

Your sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

April 2: Palm Sunday, two regular worship
services

April 6: Maundy Thursday sevice at 7p.m.

April 7: Good Friday Private devotions/
prayers in Sanctuary 12 -3:00p.m. Feel
free to come and go.

April 10: Easter Sunday, two regular worship
services, at 10 a.m. will be a
fellowship time instead of Sunday
School.
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SUNDAY SCHOOIL,

Sunday School is meeting in the Welcome Center
from 10 -10:30 a.m. between the Contemporary Service
and the Traditional Service. Everyone is invited to
share in the lessons that are presented. Here is a list
lessons and activities for April.

April 2 Palm Sunday a lesson about Palm Sunday

April 9 Easter Fellowship with donuts and punch

April 16 Unveiling group activity

April 23 Road to Emmaus

April 30 Doubting Thomas
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Please, come and see what is being offered in Sunday
School. All ages are welcome and there is something
for everyone!

Pastoral Acts
Funerals

Barbara Krout passed away on March 10. A
funeral service was held at Grace on March
16.

Ottilie Grim Passed away on February 25. A memorial
service was held at Grace on March 11.

Visits
Pastor Debbie made nine visits this month.

CHURCH

We had a brief agenda this month. Here are the
highlights from the meeting:

* We reviewed all of the committee reports
¢ Special thanks to Mission & Discipleship for
planning wonderful meals for the Lenten Services

¢ Reviewed the Finance Committee report

¢ Property Committee brought to Council's attention
that we will need to replace the roof over the office
part of the building. We will be working on bids
and discussing funding the project.

* Council discussed the Lock Trust and decided
to move it from Wilmington Trust to Merrill Lynch.
This will give us an institution that is easier to deal
with different investment ideas.

LUTHERAN CAMPING

Don’t forget it is time to sign
up for summer cam Grace
Lutheran has scholars 1p money
if you have any interested
campers.

Here are the events on offer
from our local Lutheran camps
for the month of April:

April 16 from 2-4:30 p.m. at both Nawakwa and
Kirchenwald. Summer Camp Open House: You are
invited to visit Kirchenwald or Nawakwa on March
19 or April 16. Take a tour of camp with members of
our summer staff and see what camp is all about. As a
bonus, we will give a $10 gift certificate for the camp
store to every brand new camper!

April 16 from 2-4:30 p.m. at The Wittel Farm. Whittel
Farm Growing Project Open House: You are invited to
visit The Wittel Farm on March 19 or April 16. Take a
tour of the Growing Project with members of our staff
and see what the farm is all about.

April 23 from 2-6:00 p.m. at Kirchenwald. Earth
Day Celebration: Enjoy an afternoon of environmental
activities, %1 mes, and crafts at one of your favorites
places within God’s creation - CAMP! An evening
meal is included in the $15 fee. All ages welcome.

April 29 9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. at Nawakwa. Nawakwa
Work Day. Help us get our sites ready for the
summer  season.

Jobs available for ""m
all  skill levels. |

Complimentar
lunch for aﬁ
volunteers.



YARD SALE MINISTRY

We are thankful for all of your donations, but we
have an abundance of women’s clothing and no place
to store them at this time. If you do have other things
to donate, please mark the bags with a piece of tape
explaining what is inside and place them on the ramp
downstairs. We are fortunate to be able to keep the
tables set up downstairs, which will help us to reach
those in-between food clients. The students from the
student council at RLHS arrived early on Saturday,
the 28th of March and worked diligently and with
smiles on their faces to complete the set-up in record
time. This outreach ministry is constantly in demand
by community members and helps us to be a light
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SPRING CLEAN UP

Our annual spring cleanup will be held on Saturday,
May 6 beginning at9:00 a.m. There will be opportunities
towork outside and inside. Bring your favorite cleaning
equipment along, such as clippers, rakes, gloves and
wheel barrows. We will not be applying mulch this
year, so with many hands the job should be completed
quickly. Please mark your calendar today so you don’t

miss this opportunity to
join together to care for
God’s world. If you can’t
come on the 6th, contact
Ellen Warntz and she

of hope in Red
Lion Area School
District. Please

continue to pray for
our volunteers and
donors as we are
most likely lookig
forward towards a
shaky economy.

will find something that
needs to be done and fits
your choice. Ha, ha!!

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

The Master’s Way
£
-

Not ours to know the reason why,
Unanswered is our prayer,
But ours to wait for GocfP s own time
To life the cross we bear;

— Not ours t?mreason Why,
A T loyétliahes we TRUST part g
But ours to live in faithiand hope,
Through bleeding to t%xe heart;

Not ours to know the reason

Why this anguish, strife and pain,
But ours to know a crown of thorns
Sweet graces for us gain,
A cross, a bleeding heart and crown
What greater gifts are given?
Be still, my heart, and murmur not;

These are the Keys of Heaven.

"
“He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk
in His paths.” —l};iah 2:3

SMALL GROUP OF 'RINGERS BY
GRACE ATTENDED HANDBELLIL,
FESTIVAL

Central  Pennsylvania’s  acclaimed  Hershey
Handbell Ensemble hosted the inaugural Susquehanna
Valley Handbell Festival at the St. Joseph School, in
Mechanicsburg on Saturday, April 1. Under the
direction of Guest Conductor Sandra Eithun, the
concert featured 15 bell choirs from eight counties
throughout central Pennsylvania. The Hershey
Handbell Ensemble is continuing the tradition of the
Nittany Valley Handbell Festival which ended after
a 26-year run. The 4:00 p.m. concert was open to the
public.

Ms. Eithun currently leads the handbell program at
Holy Family Conservatory of Music in Manitowoc,
Wisconsin and has over 600 pieces published for
handbells. She previously directed the Silver Lake
College Handbelrl) Ensemble and served as Director of
Music Ministry at First Congregational United Church
of Christ in New London, Wisconsin from 1992-
2021. Ms. Eithun frequently serves as a clinician and
conductor for numerous handbell festivals throughout
the United States.

The Hershey Handbell Ensemble was formed in 2004
and is based in south-central Pennsylvania. It was
formed to fulfill the need for an auditioned community
ensemble comprised of persons able to play advanced
literature, interested in advancing the art of handbell
ringing through education and performance while
uniting people through the musical arts.



WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

For Easter, we are featuring the
15 Stations of Christ. They are the
centerpieces of a Catholic devotional
practice that focuses on the events of
the last day of Christ’s life. They are
typically installed in a church where
parishioners can move from station
to station, reciting specific prayers
and contemplating the suffering and
resurrection of Christ. Traditionally
there were fourteen stations. During
his papacy, which began in 1978,
Pope John Paul II encouraged
Catholics to add a fifteenth Station,
the Resurrection of Christ, which is
now included in many Catholic churches.

The Stations of the Cross or The Way of the Cross,
(also known as the Way of Sorrows or the Via Crucis),
refers to a series of images depicting Jesus Christ on
the day of his crucifixion and accompanying prayers.
The 14 original stations are as follows:

Jesus is condemned to death

Jesus takes up his Cross

Jesus falls the first time

Jesus meets his Mother

Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the Cross

Veronica wipes the face of Jesus

Jesus falls for the second time

Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem

Jesus falls for the third time

0. Jesus is stripped of his garments
(sometimes called the "Division of Robes")

11. Jesus is nailed to the Cross

12. Jesus dies on the Cross

13. Jesus is taken down from the Cross

14. Jesus is laid in the tomb
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We have our roots in Catholicism. As such, The
Beacon calls attention to the 15th station. Jesus Rises
From the Dead: “If Christ be not risen, then our faith
is in vain.” But the Lord is truly risen and has justified
His claim to divinity. May we, through His death and
Resurrection, be one day united with Him and His
Holy Mother in the everlasting bliss of heaven.

Resources for this article:
https://woodmereartmuseum.org/explore-
online/collection/the-fifteenth-station-the-
resurrection#:~:text=The%20fifteen%20Stations%?20

0f%20the,last%20day %200f%20
ﬂ-' Christ's%20life.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
' Stations_of the Cross

| this to say about the book:

REMINDER
A reminder to everyone to participate in a

church committee if you can. Please contact
Pastor Debbie, Joe Turek, or Teryl Cartwright
to sign up.

BOOK CLUB

This month, the bookclub is
reading Our Missing Hearts by
Celeste NG. Goodreads.com has !

A novel about a mother’s unbreakable love in a
world consumed by fear.

Twelve-year-old Bird Gardner lives a quiet existence
with his loving but broken father, a former linguist
who now shelves books in a university library. Bird
knows to not ask too many questions, stand out too
much, or stray too far. For a decade, their lives have
been governed by laws written to preserve “American
culture” in the wake of years of economic instability
and violence. To keep the peace and restore prosperity,
the authorities are now allowed to relocate children
of dissidents, especially those of Asian origin, and
libraries have been forced to remove books seen as
unpatriotic—including the work of Bird’s mother,
Margaret, a Chinese American poet who left the family
when he was nine years old.

Bird has grown up disavowing his mother and her
poems; he doesn’t know her work or what happened
to her, and he knows he shouldn’t wonder. But when
he receives a mysterious letter containing only a
cryptic drawing, he is pulled into a quest to find her.
His journey will take him back to the many folktales
she poured into his head as a child, through the ranks
of an underground network of librarians, into the lives
of the children who have been taken, and finally to
New York City, where a new act of defiance may be the
beginning of much-needed change.

We meet every third Thursday at
6:30 p.m. If you want to borrow a
copy of the book, see Geri Jacobs or
Jen Rudolf. We have a relationship
with the York County Library
System as an official book club. All
who love reading are welcome.

Wb Bo Receive Ghe Bedceon
ElectBronicadlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.
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sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

7 i 01- Loretta Golden 14- Allen Dellinger
April’s flowers: - 04- Jayne Legore 14- Chris Golden
02-In memory of deceased members of the * 04- Karen Turner 14- Vincent Kicas
&Oldﬁn &GCcl)gyman families by Mr & Q 05- Connie Heiss 14- Kelly Stauffer

09-T IS eon 50 f?ﬁntt & Mrs S 1S 05- Shaelyn Peters 15- Hayden Christenberry
—n mimory ot ATty r}sl amue b R 06- Janet Murphy 15- Robert Strobeck
paucks Jr & Mr & Mrs John S Kopeeby 85 06- Mark Ricci 16- Thomas Smith

r rs Samuel S Laucks ; : ;

“The altar cross is in memory of the 06" Diana Smith 18 Bay Mansberger
' %ﬁiiﬁeg %mﬂyf?rﬁﬁizs rs of the 07- Kristin Rexroth 24- Kurt Golden
"~ 16In memory OF & Mrs Samuel "5 10-Scott Frey 24- Teresa Goodling
Laucks Sr by the émily : 10- Andrew Warntz 24- Quay Yendall III
23-In memory of the deceased members | 11- Landon Buckingham  25- Debbie Hoover
of the choir by Richard Rhine B 11- Lance Licht 25- Brian Kollosch
30-The altar flowers are presented to the 12- Alysin 26- Larry Fales Sr.

Dellinger-Herman

glory of our risen Lord
12- Daphne Grim

May’s flowers:

07 - In memory of parents Martin & Lena *
Ericson, George Heckel, & sister
Annette (Heckel) Miller by Leif &
Peggy

14 - In memory of Mr & Mrs H Norman
Fishel by their children &
grandchildren

21 - In memory of my parents Jacob
E Mary Valentine & Husband David
Thompson by Regina f

28 - In loving memory of all the loved
ones of the Golden & Spangler
Families by Pat Golden& family

Wedd; ing Anniversaries . (~~

01- David & Linda Denms];ll r
22- Ralph & Julie Urey

25- Kevin & Daphne Grim
27- Larry & Marie Fales
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HOW TO SUBMIT TO THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize an event you
are planning in the church, tell people about something you or your family are doing, thank members, celebrate a
victory. The possibilities are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to communicate between members in a clear
and interesting format. If you would like to submit to the newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

e

.‘

*If you are comfortable with computers, you may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com. Please make
sure your document is either a .doc or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork, make sure it is at least
300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ outside the office door.
The mailboxes are located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission is the 20th of each month for the following month’s

newsletter. If you have pictures or gra{)hlcs that complement your submission, include them along with directions
or suggestions on their use. Please include your contact information in every submission so the editor can get in
touch to clarify or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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