
Christ Episcopal Church 

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost  

Sunday, August 23, 2026  10 AM  
 

PRELUDE   Christ is made the sure foundation H 518    A. Moore 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN  Christ is made the sure foundation    H 518 

 

1 Christ is made the sure foundation, 

Christ the head and cornerstone, 

chosen of the Lord, and precious, 

binding all the Church in one; 

holy Zion's help for ever, 

and her confidence alone. 

2 All that dedicated city, 

dearly loved of God on high, 

in exultant jubilation 

pours perpetual melody; 

God the One in Three adoring 

in glad hymns eternally. 

3 To this temple, where we call thee, 

come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 

with thy wonted lovingkindness 

hear thy servants as they pray, 

and thy fullest benediction 

shed within its walls alway. 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

 Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen  

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE (spoken)         

 all standing 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your 

Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your 

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Lessons 

FIRST READING: Exodus 1:8-2:10 

A Reading from the Book of  Exodus. 

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, 

“Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, 

let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join 

our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set 

taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, 

Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they 
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multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The 

Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives 

bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They 

were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah 

and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them 

on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the 

midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but 

they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to 

them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to 

Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are 

vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with 

the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the 

midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his 

people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you 

shall let every girl live.” 

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman 

conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him 

three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, 

and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among 

the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would 

happen to him. 

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants 

walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to 

bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on 

him, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to 

Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to 

nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and 

called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse 

it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed 

it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him 

as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the 

water.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 124 

1 If the LORD had not been on our side, * 

let Israel now say; 

2 If the LORD had not been on our side, * 

when enemies rose up against us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

in their fierce anger toward us; 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters * 

have gone right over us. 

6 Blessed be the LORD! * 

he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is in the Name of the LORD, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and 

acceptable and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 

more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have 

many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are 

many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We 

have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 

faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; 

the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN  Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult     H 550 

 

1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 

of our life's wild, restless sea, 

day by day his clear voice soundeth, 

saying, "Christian, follow me;" 

 

3 Jesus calls us from the worship 

of the vain world's golden store; 

from each idol that would keep us, 

saying, "Christian, love me more." 

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 

do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 

but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, 

“But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the 

Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 

Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 

of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to 

tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

SEQUENCE HYMN Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult     H 550 

4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 

days of toil and hours of ease, 

still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 

"Christian, love me more than these." 

 

5 Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, 

Savior, may we hear thy call, 

give our hearts to thine obedience, 

serve and love thee best of all.  
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THE SERMON  

 

THE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 

spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Presiding Bishop Sean 

Rowe and for our own Bishop Sally French; for this gathering; and for all ministers and 

people. 

Pray for the Church. 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all 

people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick especially Clare, Beverly, Pam Franks, Pat 

Hawkins, David Louro, Heather Terrace-Borgersen, Br. Richard Biernacki, Ashley 

Wilson and all those on the Christ Church Prayer List, the hungry, the oppressed, and 

those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 
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I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 

Pray that they may find and be found by him. 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for the departed especially George Cook. 

Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

The Priest says 

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: 

Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we 

deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant then says 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 
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THE PEACE  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

Then the Celebrant and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements: 

 Birthdays 

Maggie DeGroat - Patel 08/25, Pauline Dawson 08/25 

Carol Murray-Negron 08/25 

 

Please join us for refreshments in the Undercroft after the service. 
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The Holy Communion 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

The Celebrant says 

Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord. 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC The gift of love      L. Larson 

    Lauren Badal, soprano & Betty Truscott, alto 

 

THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new 

life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 



10 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 

the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 

at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 

ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and says 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

INVITATION  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

The Celebrant says,  

Let us say together on behalf of our friends online:  

O loving God, in union with Christian people throughout the world who have gathered 

to celebrate the Holy Eucharist, I offer you praise and thanksgiving. And since I 

cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

Cleanse and strengthen  me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated 

from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

If you are unsure as to whether or not you are permitted to receive communion, please 

know that you are! All are always welcome at God’s table! 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC Worship Medley     A. Bemiss 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 

of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with 

you always.  Amen 

 

RECESSIONAL  HYMN Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing    H 344 

 

1 Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing; 

fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

let us each, thy love possessing, 

triumph in redeeming grace: 

O refresh us, O refresh us, 

traveling through this wilderness. 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 

for thy Gospel's joyful sound: 

may the fruits of thy salvation 

in our hearts and lives abound: 

ever faithful, ever faithful 

to thy truth may we be found; 

3 so that when thy love shall call us, 

Savior, from the world away, 

fear of death shall not appall us, 

glad thy summons to obey. 

May we ever, may we ever 

reign with thee in endless day. 
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DISMISSAL  

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

People Thanks be to God!   

 

POSTLUDE :  Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult     H 550   D. Wood 
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Those for Whom We Pray 

 Clare, Beverly, Eileen Maddalena, George Speidel, Becky Hamm Leger, Pam Franks, 

Eileen Browne, Braden Grootenbooer, Michelle O'Mahony Barr, Dean Kolojeski, 

Marianne Robbins, the Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton, Ralph Barth, Pat Hawkins, David 

Louro, Dennis and Samantha,  Heather Terrace-Borgersen, Laura Tozio-Ross, Stanley 

lyczek, Jay, Cindy Roberti, Ted Owen, Br. Richard Biernacki, Lisa Sassone, Thomas 

Wilson, Jim Cross, Joyce Caldon,  Mary Musser, Warren S., Lynn F., Ericka M., Chris,  

Marianne Robbins, Debbie, Morgan, Nicholas C., Eddie Edabach, Millie, Alex and Carly 

Kovalevich,  Kay Lynn Jantz, Pat Murphy,  Jack, Ashley Wilson, Craig, David,  Lou 

Friedersdorff,  Sandra Noecker, Judith Brown, Joann Hartswell, Ronnie Warren, Michael 

S., Katie, Naomi, Preston, Rafi,  Shanda,  Steve Kruft,  Chris, William Willis, Denise, 

Jane Strong, Naomi,  Edward Liska, John,  Henry Campbell,  Lisa  Campbell,  Barbara 

Hutchinson, Annabelle Suarez, Jackie Butler, Allison Geist, Auston Dimitry, Russel 

Poles,  Maryellen S., Martin Spindell, Theresa Juskiewicz, Sydney D., Dylan D, Carmen 

Holmstrom, Steve Brody,  Fabiola Resto, Ingrid Perilloux, Asiyat Aral, Lilly, Sawyer 

Hines, Darleen Colgan, Sami, Ellen, Elena, Michael A., Emily Straniero  

Birthdays 

Maggie DeGroat - Patel 08/25, Pauline Dawson 08/25 

Carol Murray-Negron 08/25 

In Memoriam 

George Cook 

SERVING OUR WORSHIP 

Celebrant and Preacher 

The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton   

Music Director 

John Balme 

Altar Guild 

Melinda Rudnicki, Linda Barth, Susan Hoffmann  
Lectors 

Peggy Noecker, Barbara Garrity and George Speidel 

Ushers 

Walter Drake, Laurie Schlacter, Dave Murphy, Steve Grieshaber and William Drake 

Altar Servers 

Linda Barth, George Speidel, Sydney Sparaco and Dylan Sparaco 
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Christ Church has stood on Kings Highway since 1702 and has been a part of the 

history of this community.  We are a parish centered on prayerful worship, personal 

growth in our faith, community participation, and peace.  

 

 

We are committed to beauty in worship, responsible Bible teaching, and to unity and 

diversity. We focus on faith, fellowship, and fun! We care about each other, our 

community and the world. We hope that you will come worship with us and feel enriched 

and refreshed. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here! 
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