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INTRODUCTION

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE OFFICIAL TEACHINGS OF THE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH AND 

PEOPLE WHO ARE CATHOLIC

• Often, Catholic’s do know the complexities of the official doctrine of 
Roman Catholicism.

• They often get very defensive because of this when defending their beliefs.
• Ask: What do you believe?  Why?  
• Win the person to Christ, not JUST prove their beliefs are wrong.
• There might be Catholics who are genuinely saved, (VERY rare) and they 

probably will not be aware of the official doctrine. 
• What do they know about SALVATION and WHO IS THEIR AUTHORITY!!



INTRODUCTION

• Catholicism is very complex and can be difficult to 
understand so be gracious with those you evangelize to. 

• Use a special vernacular and detailed teachings (Catholic 
Catechism)

• Not encouraged to read their Bible
• Services in Latin until 1965

RESULT = Ignorance and apathy is promoted



OUR BIBLE 
VS.
THEIR BIBLE

“APOCRYPHA”

➢ Our Bible (OT & NT)

• Josephus, 1st Century Jewish Historian – 400BC

• Judas Maccabeus 164 BC

• 70 AD = Romans & Josephus, Accepted as Cannon

➢ Catholic Bible (OT + Apocrypha + NT)

• Written 200BC – 100 AD

• Intertestamonial Period

• NEVER accepted as part of Canon by mainstream 
Jews AND not stored in temple. 

➢ Why was it included w/ OT Cannon?

➢ Why is this important?

➢ Is there any place for the Apocrypha?



HISTORY

• Birth of the actual Church is recorded in Acts. (+30 years of history)

33 AD – 313 AD:
• Location: Rome
• Major claim Catholic church makes = Peter was named the Pope by Jesus 

himself. Use Matthew 16:18-19 out of context to “prove” this. 
• CONTEXT Includes Matt 16:16
• “KEYS” the Gospel of Jesus Christ   &   “Bind” or “Loose”
• Primacy of Peter NEVER mentioned in scripture – It was shaped.
• Peter never claimed primacy
• False Doctrine of Apostolic Succession   (2 Tim 2:2 & 2 Tim 4:2-5)



HISTORY: PAPAL LINEAGE

313 AD – 754 AD: 
• 313 AD: Roman Emperor Constantine ended persecution of Christians 

through the Edict of Milan which meant people could publicly practice 
Christianity. By this time “authority” was self-proclaimed by the Roman 
churches to be the “head” of the church. However, no one was really truly 
submitting to them yet. 

• Justinian 1, Eastern Roman Empire
• 590 AD: They began exercising their jurisdiction and power over other 

churches in the area – this is thought to be the “start” of Roman Catholicism.  
• The statement of: “Only if you are in direct submission to the Pope is 

someone truly saved.” Many resisted and this led to the first Schism in 1054.
• 754 AD: Pope Gregory I and Papal States 



HISTORY: PAPAL STATES

• The Schism in 1054: Was the first break in the church. 
      The Greek Eastern Orthodox church was born out of RCC.

• 1517: Next major split took place when Martin Luther nailed his 95 thesis to 
the door of the church in Whittenburg, Germany….more commonly known as 
the start of the Protestant Reformation. 



HISTORY: MARTIN LUTHER

• Born out of the Reformation…Catholic authorities held the “Counsel of Trent” 
where they countered Luther's 95 statements. They stood their ground and 
did not give in to Luther’s pleas to get back to the Bible. 

• They issued key statements and clarification of their beliefs - many still exist 
today as the official teachings of the church. 

• Other Ecumenical counsels have taken place since then to further clarify and 
enforce the teachings of the church

• Vatican 1 (1869-1870) & Vatican 2 (1963-1965)



HISTORY: Vatican Counsel

VATICAN 1 | 1869-1870
Papal Infallibility = Unbiblical!

Gal 2:11-16; Acts 20:28-32; Matt 23:1-15

VATICAN 2 | 1963-1965
Sought to modernize and make teachings more relevant 

to contemporary life.



BELIEFS

• Who Jesus is

• Trinity

WHERE DO WE AGREE?

• Scripture is Inspired and Infallible, They add TRADITION.

• Salvation is by Grace, They add WORKS.

WHERE DO WE SORT OF AGREE?



PROBLEMS

TWO FOUNDATIONAL PROBLEMS

AUTHORITY OF THE 
CHURCH/POPE

UNDERSTANDING 
OF SALVATION



AUTHORITY OF CHURCH/POPE
• Pope, Bishops, Priests, etc. have an authority equal to that of Scripture. 
• Pope is considered the “Vicar of Christ” – vicar means substitute. 
• His teachings are considered infallible and binding upon all Christians and he represents 

Jesus as the head of the church.
• Church leaders are the only ones who can properly interpret scripture.
• The authority of the Papacy allows other “doctrine” to be added in and this tradition 

is also seen as infallible.
• Priesthood: Performs Sacraments (to be discussed later)

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states:

“the Church, to whom the transmission and interpretation of Revelation is 
entrusted, does not derive her certainty about all revealed truths from the 
Holy Scriptures alone. Both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and 
honored with equal sentiments of devotion and reverence” (paragraph 82)



THE TRUTH: NO MEDIATOR

SCRIPTURE TEACHES US: 

NO MEDIATOR BUT CHRIST 

1 TIMOTHY 2:5
For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus,

HEBREWS 7:23 – 8:6



THE TRUTH: SCRIPTURE ALONE

SCRIPTURE TEACHES US:

SCRIPTURE ALONE

2 Timothy 3:16-17
2 Peter 1: 20-21
Colossians 2:8

Mark 7:6-9



AUTHORITY OF CHURCH/POPE

SCRIPTURE TEACHES US:

Infallibility is never stated in scripture as the possession of those who would become 
church leaders in succession of the apostles. In both the Old and New Testaments, it is 

seen that duly appointed religious leaders could cause the 
people of God to ERR.

 (Matthew 15:14; 23:1-7; John 7:48; Acts 20:30; Galatians 2:11-16).

Both the Old and New Testaments exhort people to study the Scriptures to 
determine what is true and what is false.

(Psalm 19; 119; Isaiah 8:20; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16-17).



A GOOD QUESTION 
TO ASK:
If I were stranded 
on a deserted 
island and read 
the Bible, would I 
come up with 
Roman 
Catholicism?



SALVATION
2nd FOUNDATIONAL PROBLEM:

  UNDERSTANDING OF SALVATION

They SAY they believe in Faith Alone; however, there is an underlying 

supporter within their doctrine that states you must perform certain 

“works” to KEEP one's salvation intact – 

which NEGATES Faith Alone. 

A Roman Catholic can very easily lose their salvation 

if not performing certain duties (works). 

  



SALVATION FOR THE ROMAN CATHOLIC

BASIC SUMMARY:
Salvation in Roman Catholicism is a PROCESS…
To be saved, a person must receive Christ as Savior by faith, 
be baptized in the Trinitarian formula, be infused with 
additional grace by observing the Catholic sacraments, 
especially the Eucharist, and then die without any 
unconfessed mortal sins. If one accomplishes the above, he 
or she will be saved and granted entrance into heaven, likely 
after an extensive time of further cleansing in purgatory. 







UNDERSTANDING CATHOLIC SALVATION

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS?  (TO OBTAIN GRACE)

• BAPTISM
• ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (CC 846 & VATICAN II DECREE)
• FAITH PLUS WORKS TO INCLUDE PENANCE, INDULGENCES AND 

RECEIVES  THE 7 SACREMENTS BY PRIEST. 



7 SACREMENTS
Said to completely remove original sin.    Infancy or New Convert. 
Considered to be the beginning of your salvific journey to earning grace BAPTISM

Transubstantiation. Jesus must be re-presented over and over and over and over again to appease God’s wrath on your sin 
since the last time you took part in Mass. Literal body and blood of Jesus.MASS/EUCHARIST

Unless a believer is hindered, the only way to receive the forgiveness is by confessing them to a priest. 

1: Contrition |  2: Confess to Priest |   3: Satisfaction
PENANCE

A sign that a person has reached maturity and is now able to take responsibility for their own faith. 

It also strengthens and deepens the connection to the church that is established at baptism.CONFIRMATION

Having a catholic wedding is a means of earning more grace, will appease the wrath of God MATRIMONY

To give men the power and authority to offer sacrifice and forgive sins. They need this sacrament to enable all the other 
sacraments. No one would be saved without the clergy of the church.HOLY ORDERS

Last Rights: to earn grace before dying. 

1) Spiritual  2) Forgiveness of sins  3) Strength and courage to accept illness 4) Relief from anxiety

ANNOINTING OF SICK OR 
DYING



UNDERSTANDING CATHOLIC SALVATION

GRACE CAN BE LOST/RE-GAINED

Do not adhere to Perseverance of the Saints
• Eph 1:13-14;   Col 2:11-23;   John 6:37-39

Two different “KINDS” of sin.
1. Venial sin: Unintentional; Atoned for by Penance
2. Mortal sin: Deliberate, Premeditated; If not repented, can lead to LOST 

GRACE and upon death, Hell. 





UNDERSTANDING CATHOLIC SALVATION

PENANCE

• PENANCE IS BASED ON 1 JOHN 5:16-17 (CC 980)

• REQUIRES A PRIEST – JOHN 20:21-23 AND MATT 16:19

• TO RECEIVE PENANCE, MUST HAVE:
• CONTRITION (REMORSE)
• CONFESS SIN TO PRIEST
• SATISFACTION: USUALLY ASSIGNED PRAYERS (IE, OUR FATHER)
• ABSOLUTION: RELEASE FROM GUILT

• ALTHOUGH RECEIVE ABSOLUTION, ONE IS STILL DUE A PUNISHMENT IN 
PURGATORY 



THE TRUTH VS. CC TEACHING

• ROMANS 3:21-29
• 1 THES 3:11 - 4:9
• 1 JOHN 1:9
• 1 PETER 2:5-9
• JAMES 5:16



PURGATORY

Place one goes after dying where you (or those you love who are still living) must cleanse away the remainder of your sins 

before being able to enter Heaven. The belief that man can and must pay for his own sin. Purification or punishment of sins. 

“All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation, but after 

death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven” 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 1030).  

They use Eph 5:26-27 and I Corinthians 3 AND 1 John 5:16-17 out of context. 
RESULT: A low view of the sufficiency and complete work of Christ’s atonement on the cross. Simply put, the 
Roman Catholic view of salvation implies that Christ’s atonement on the cross was insufficient payment for the 
sins of those who believe in Him and that even a believer must pay for his own sins, either through acts of 
penance or time in purgatory. Yet the Bible teaches that it is Christ’s death alone that can satisfy or propitiate 
God’s wrath against sinners.  | SCRIPTURE SAYS: Romans 3:25; Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 2:2

Our works of righteousness cannot add to what Christ has already accomplished.  
| SCRIPTURE SAYS: 2 Cor 5:8 AND Phil 1:23







ATTAINING GRACE

BAPTISM (SACREMENT) CC 977, 1257, 2020

• MUST TAKE PLACE TO BE SAVED! USUALLY DURING EARLY INFANCY.
• INFANT BAPTISM BASED ON ACTS 16:33 AND MATT 28:18-20
• HOLY WATER IS MATERIAL SUBSTANCE USED BY GOD TO AFFECT THE 

REMISSION OF SIN
• RESTORED INNOCENCE WITH ORGINAL SIN REMOVED AND JUSTIFACTION 

SANCTIFYING GRACE INFUSED INTO HIM.  

SCRIPTURE SAYS: 1 COR 1:14-18; ACTS 8:36-38; ACTS 10:43-48
 





ATTAINING GRACE

FAITH

• GRACE RECEIVED AT BAPTISM ENABLES A PERSON TO RESPOND TO GOD’S 
CALL OF FAITH.

• NECESSARY FOR SAVLATION IN CHRIST
• PLUS AFFIRMATION OF THE AUTHORITY OF RCC AND ITS TEACHINGS

SCRIPTURE SAYS: ROM 4:4-5; ROM 5:1; GAL 2:16
 





ATTAINING GRACE

WORKS

CATHOLICS BELIEVE THAT ONCE JUSTIFIED BY BAPTISM AND HAVE FAITH; 
ONE MUST HAVE WORKS FOR SALVATION. 

SCRIPTURE SAYS: 
SALVATION IS THROUGH FAITH ALONE, THROUGH CHRIST ALONE 
EPH 2:8-10; TITUS 3:5-7; MATT 7:21-23; GAL 5:2-4







MAINTAINING GRACE: WORKS TO MERIT GRACE

THROUGH THE SACREMENTS

MASS/EUCHARIST:
One cannot be saved without taking part in Mass – to keep grace and/or 
merit grace to cover sin.  

• Christ is re-presented as a sacrifice (John 6:53-58). This is repeated at ever mass for 
living believers AND for those in purgatory. Only covers sins since last mass 
attended – Perpetually condemned. 

• Depends on the purity of the Priest for completeness.
• Priest has the power to bring Christ down on the alter and perform sacrifice with 

body and blood of Christ “Transubstantiation” which means: the wine and bread 
become ACTUAL body and blood of Jesus. Literally Present. (Matt 26:26-28)





MAINTAINING GRACE: WORKS TO MERIT GRACE

WHAT DOES SCRITPURE SAY ABOUT COMMUNION?

IN REMEMBRANCE OF CHRIST AND HIS SACRIFICE.

LUKE 22:19
HEBREWS 9:23-28
HEBREWS 10:1-14
ROMANS 5:9-10





INDULGENCES

Pope Paul VI said: “An indulgence is a remission before God of the temporal punishment due to 

sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, which the faithful Christian who is duly disposed 

gains under certain defined conditions through the Church’s help when, as a minister of 

redemption, she dispenses and applies with authority the treasury of the satisfactions won by 

Christ and the saints” (Indulgentiarum Doctrina 1).

This technical definition can be phrased more simply as: 
“An indulgence is what we receive when the Church lessens the 

temporal (lasting only for a short time) penalties to which we may be 
subject even though our sins have been forgiven.”



INDULGENCES
• Very Important to note: THERE IS A PENALTY TO PAY EVEN THOUGH THE SIN IS FORGIVEN. 
• Punishment may come either in this life, in the form of various sufferings, or in the next life, in purgatory

PLENARY     (COMPLETE REMOVAL)

• Removes ALL the temporal punishment 
due for sins

• Requires 4 things:

❑Sacramental confession

❑Eucharistic Communion

❑Say a prayer for the intention of the 
Sovereign Pontiff. 

❑All attachment to sin, even venial sin, 
be absent. (Impossible!)

PARTIAL  (INCOMPLETE REMOVAL)

• Removes PART of the temporal 
punishment due for sins

• Recite the prayer or do the act of charity 
assigned.

• Be in the state of grace at least by the 
completion of the prescribed work.

• Must have a general intention to gain the 
indulgence.

WILL RESULT IN TIME IN PURGATORY



INDULGENCES

Once you complete or to a degree complete – merits are then 
applied to you from the Treasury of Merit. These are good works 

from Jesus, Mary and the saints that the Priest applies to the 
person as grace. 

The use of indulgences shall be retained in the Church and the 
Church proclaims an anathema against those who either declare 

that indulgences are useless or deny that the Church has the 
power to grant them.



THE SAINTS AND MARY

Holy people, who by their works, have accumulated a “Treasury of Grace” 
for the church to use to impart grace on to believers.

1. RELICS OF SAINTS, Holy and Impart Grace
2. HONORING THEIR FEAST DAYS, By Participating this Imparts Grace
3. PRAYING FOR INTERCESSION FROM THEM, To Impart Grace
4. MARY – Perpetual Virgin, Queen of Heaven, Co-Redemptrix in Heaven, 

Bodily Assumption (Pope Pius 1950)   --- ALL Non-Biblical!

SCRIPTURE SAYS: 

• 1 Timothy 2:5 | Proclaims that Jesus is the only mediator between God and men.

• Acts 4:12 | Declares that Jesus is the only redeemer. 







American Gospel: 
Christ Alone
LINK: 2 Minute Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzvvtZmKdB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzvvtZmKdB0


GOOD RESOURCE FOR DEEPER STUDY & REFERENCE:
SUMMARY OF PROCESS FOR SALVATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM | CARM.ORGA GOOD RESOURCE FOR DEEPER STUDY AND REFERENCE: 
https://carm.org/roman-catholicism/summary-of-process-of-salvation-in-roman-catholicism/

https://carm.org/roman-catholicism/summary-of-process-of-salvation-in-roman-catholicism/
https://carm.org/roman-catholicism/summary-of-process-of-salvation-in-roman-catholicism/


EVANGELIZING TIPS

• Do NOT attack their beliefs right off the bat. Winning the person vs winning an argument or set of beliefs. We 

are commanded not to quarrel or have petty arguments (2 TIM 2:24) Watch your own attitude 

• “If the Pope says it, it must be true” is a cultivated mindset. Unfortunately, Catholics are NOT taught to think 

for themselves, and many do not know why they believe what they do. Many Catholics have no concept of 

what is written in the Bible, other than the two or three passages that are read during Mass.

• Remember that changing a person’s mind will most likely happen slowly and when they are shown their errors 

through the hearing and realization of scripture.  A Catholic must see the truth for themselves.

• Many testimonies of Catholics who turn to evangelical/protestant beliefs usually include in some way, 

     “I read the Bible for myself” or something very similar. 

• ENCOURAGE BIBLE READING: (Hebrews 4:12)

• Books to refer them to read: John, Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, Hebrews

• IMPORTANT VERSES: ROMANS 4:4-5,  EPHESIANS 2:8-9 ---- ROMANS 11:6



EVANGELIZING TIPS
• ASK them about what they believe.  Ask them to explain the gospel.  Get them thinking about what they actually believe. 

• Have them to Define terms. For example the term “Born Again” to a Catholic, everyone is born again when they are 

baptized as a child or as their introduction into the church. Terms that we are familiar with might be defined differently to 

them.  ASK: What to you mean by that? How do you come to that conclusion? 

• Don’t “argue” on unimportant topics. “If I win them on this topic, what have I really won?

 How will this change their view on their understanding of Jesus and Salvation?” 

• Be ready to Defend how Scripture can be our only true authority. (Will Learn this in our next Apologetics Class, Biblical Reliability)

• Stick to 1 to 2 issues. If you have a long conversation about 5 or 9 different things, what are they truly going to remember 

from the conversation and take away from it? Keep the conversation focused on the important things that they will 

remember. Probably the most 2 important topics to be able to refute: Salvation and the Authority of the Church. 

• Pray for the person to come to a true saving knowledge of Christ and that the Lord would draw them unto Himself through 

the working of grace by faith alone.



RESOURCES

• Mike Winger - Catholicism Evaluated Biblically – PLAYLIST

• https://youtu.be/hphGc1VmSAc?si=KL5ibJXmBKwpmxyP

• https://youtu.be/5PhZZndeZng?si=3xQztf1iUnTah3zV

• https://youtu.be/jdlczbO5Csc?si=SRVgIhTNrq5LftJ8

• https://youtu.be/rGXveG26m2M?si=VWwJ2l9UdAEGVXVc

• Multiple Articles from Search GotQuestions.org

• Multiple Articles from Search | Catholic Answers

• Assurance of Salvation? | Catholic Answers Tract

• Summary of process for salvation in Roman Catholicism | carm.org

• Catechism of the Catholic Church (usccb.org)

• What are the differences between Catholics and Protestants? | GotQuestions.org

• CT table (documentacatholicaomnia.eu)

• Do Catholics Still Do Indulgences? (feat. Fr. Gregory Pine, O.P.) - YouTube

https://www.gotquestions.org/search.php?zoom_sort=0&zoom_query=catholicism
https://www.gotquestions.org/search.php?zoom_sort=0&zoom_query=catholicism
https://www.gotquestions.org/search.php?zoom_sort=0&zoom_query=catholicism
https://www.gotquestions.org/search.php?zoom_sort=0&zoom_query=catholicism
https://www.gotquestions.org/search.php?zoom_sort=0&zoom_query=catholicism
https://www.gotquestions.org/search.php?zoom_sort=0&zoom_query=catholicism
https://www.catholic.com/search?q=salvation
https://www.catholic.com/tract/assurance-of-salvation
https://carm.org/roman-catholicism/summary-of-process-of-salvation-in-roman-catholicism/
https://www.usccb.org/sites/default/files/flipbooks/catechism/VII/#zoom=z
https://www.gotquestions.org/difference-Catholic-Protestant.html
https://documentacatholicaomnia.eu/03d/1545-1545,_Concilium_Tridentinum,_Canons_And_Decrees,_EN.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urgb9iRiBsc


PETER AS POPE

25 Reasons Peter Was NOT The First Pope!
17 Minute Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJbHOyBoziw


APOCRYPHA

What Is the Apocrypha? – YouTube
5 Minute Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVbYNmKj_Zk
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