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PRINCIPLES 
As part of St. Philip’s commitment to stewardship of God’s creation and the church’s official 
designation as an Earth Care Congregation, the following policy for a more earth-friendly food 
and event service is presented for approval by the Session   

All groups and wedding parties that use our buildings should adhere to these standards; the 
standards should be part of a building use agreement for outside groups. St. Philip (“the 
church”) may provide the dishes/paperware for large events to outside groups for a fee. 

Every event requires people assigned to washing dishes or collecting recyclables and washing 
tablecloths. Suggested personnel would be three persons for every 20 persons attending a meal 
event. Fewer people may be adequate for a snack or drink event. All members entering the 
Fellowship Hall kitchen must complete the City of Houston food handlers permit course. It's 
online and takes one hour to complete; send completion certificates to the Office Manager. 

The focus will be on eliminating non-recyclable plastic and encouraging the use of paper and 
plastic cups and paper plates (see policy below), existing washable dishes and utensils, and 
growing a collection of sturdy mugs by encouraging members to donate them. St. Philip will 
decide whether to purchase additional washable wares after at least a year of using existing 
service items. 

POLICY 
Cups: Must be washable, paper, or #1 plastic placed in recycle bins after every event. 
Recycling receptacles will be available at St. Philip. Event organizers are responsible to empty 
cups into a sink before placing them in a recycle bin. Preference will be for using paper cups 
and pitchers over plastic cups and water bottles. 

Plates: Must be washable or paper.  

Utensils: Must be washable. St. Philip stainless steel will be available to all groups. 

Napkins: Paper napkins with a preference for napkins with low paper content (single-ply) or 
napkins made from recycled paper. 

Tablecloths: All cloth and washed.  

Take home boxes: Paper with paper liners to accommodate wet food. 

Straws and condiment holders: None. 

Staff and members making purchases for the church should be encouraged to use cloth 
shopping bags. 



Members and guests providing craft activities, party favors, and decorations should be 
encouraged to avoid plastic and other throwaway items. 

PROPOSED IMPLEMENTATION 
Groups may use existing non-standard plastic until it is depleted. 

Designated staff aware of the policy will purchase disposable food service items centrally. 
Members will be encouraged to use the St. Philip supply. 

Plastic recycling bins and dish gathering trays will be available in all kitchens. St. Philip will 
create appropriate signage to keep plastic out of trash cans. However, to avoid trash having 
to be sorted, large events using plastic cups should use a trash monitor. 

The church will advise catered and delivered services of this policy. Additionally, St. Philip 
should develop a list of preferred vendors that comply with this policy. A list of these vendors 
should be distributed  widely to members. 

KNOWN ACTIVITIES THAT FALL UNDER THIS POLICY 

 Meetings on the premises, whether of church groups or external groups
 Memorial, wedding, music, and all other receptions
 Meals provided by SPPC Food Service
 Catered meals
 Youth and other  activities that include food
 Sunday School, VBS, nursery, and other snacks
 All group meals (i.e., two persons or more)


