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Dear friends,

The theme for this year’s Stewardship Campaign is “Yes, Lord, we willl” It is drawn

trom this coming Sunday’s Gospel lesson, Matthew 21:23-32.

In this passage, the religious authorities question Jesus about the source of his

teaching and authority.

In response, he tells them a parable about a father who asks his two sons to work in
the family vineyard. One says “No,” but later goes and does the work. The other
immediately says “Yes,” but never shows up. Jesus then asks the religious leaders,

“Which of the two did the will of his father?” They answer, “The first.”

Jesus reminds us that our response to God is ultimately revealed not simply in what
we say, but in how we live. It is one thing to say that we love God; it is another to
embody that love by serving God, one another, and all that God has made. The father
in the parable can be understood as an image of our Creator, who invites us to join in

the work of caring for the vineyard entrusted to us.

As people of faith, we may know that we are called to something and may even
respond with a resounding “yes.” Yet the deeper question is whether we are willing to

show up—to listen, to discern, and to put our faith into action.

As Episcopalians, we believe each of us is called to do something uniquely ours
because God created each of us uniquely. Part of the challenge of living faithfully is
discerning what that call looks like in our lives. Our understanding of God’s call can
change over time, sometimes building on what we have been doing and sometimes

leading us in a dramatically different direction. Whatever form it takes, responding to



God’s call requires us to remain open to the Holy Spirit by paying attention and

listening expectantly.

God has blessed each of us with a wide variety of gifts. Will we use them to answer

God’s call?

In the week ahead, I invite you to read and pray with this portion of Matthew and

reflect on these questions:

® Where is God inviting me?
® What vineyard has God entrusted to me?
® How is St. Peter’s being called in the year ahead?

o How am I called to help?

Please keep me in your prayers, and know that you are daily in mine.

Jeff+



