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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
During the prelude, please use this time to quietly allow God to open your heart to his
blessed presence.

Please rise in body or spirit

CALL TO WORSHIP

In days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.

Many peoples shall come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,

and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,



and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you

Carol O Come, All Ye Faithful (vs. 1 & 2) ELW 283

The assembly is seated.
The First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,

and a branch shall grow out of his roofts.

2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide by what his ears hear;

4put with righteousness he shall judge the poor,

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
SRighteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

¢The wolf shall live with the lamb,

the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

the calf and the lion and the fatling together,

and a little child shall lead them.

"The cow and the bear shall graze,

their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.
They will not hurt or destroy

on all my holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD



as the waters cover the seaq.
100n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Carol It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (vs. 1 & 4) ELW 282
The Second Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10

'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus 2t shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to if,

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,

the majesty of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands,

and make firm the feeble knees.

4Say to those who are of a fearful heart,

"Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.

He will come and save you."

SThen the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

¢then the lame shall leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

’the burning sand shall become a poal,

and the thirsty ground springs of water;

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8A highway shall be there,

and it shall be called the Holy Way;



the unclean shall not tfravel on it,

but it shall be for God's people;

no fraveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
’No lion shall be there,

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on if;
they shall not be found there,

but the redeemed shall walk there.

10ANd the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Carol Joy to the World ELW 267

The Third Lesson: Luke 1:26-38

2In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 2And he
came to her and said, "Greetings, favored onel The Lord is with

you." 2But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. 3The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3'And now, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."34Mary
said to the angel, "How can this be, since | am a virgine" 35The angel said
to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he
will be called Son of God. 38And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was
said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary
said, "Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word." Then the angel departed from her.



Carol The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ELW 265
The Fourth Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. ?Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet:

2"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, "God is with

us." 2When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Carol O Come, O Come Emmanvuel (vs.1-4) ELW 257

The Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:39-58

3%In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in
the hill country, 9where she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. 4 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 22and
exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 4¥And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as | heard the
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 4°And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord."

46And Mary said,



"My soul magnifies the Lord,

47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.

50His mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.

5THe has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,

and lifted up the lowly;

53he has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty.

54He has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy,

S5according to the promise he made to our ancestors,

to Abraham and to his descendants forever."

S6And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to
her home.

5’Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a
son. %8Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his
great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.

Carol Canticle of the Turning ELW 723

The Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judeaq, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. SHe went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. $While they were there, the time came for her to



deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.

Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 1) ELW 279

The Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-20

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. “Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were

terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — | am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ''to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger." BAnd suddenly there was with the angel a multfitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14'Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

15"When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 1¢So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. "When they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 17But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. 2The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Carol Angels We Have Heard on High (vs. 1 & 2) ELW 289
The Eighth Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judeaq,

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,



and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. sThey told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet:

¢'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel."

’Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact fime when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage." “When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, unfil it
stopped over the place where the child was. 1°When they saw that the
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 1TOn entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their freasure chests, they offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 2And having been warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.

Carol The First Noel (vs. 1, 3 & 5) ELW 300

Please rise in body or spirit
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (based on John 1:1-14)

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being.



What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.

He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

The frue light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him,
yet the world did not know him.

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father’s only son,

full of grace and truth.

The assembly is seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the earth, and all people.

A brief silence.
Thank you Lord for all your blessings...
Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education
ministries of your church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and

10



seminary professors, and Bible study leaders in our ongoing faith
formation and curiosity. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins
and porcupines, penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and
creeping things. Increase our knowledge of the natural world and the
care of its inhabitants. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace
rule in their hearts and in all lands. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who
travel this holiday season. Accompany those who are alone orll.
Console parents and children whose relationships are strained or
severed. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the ministry of this place, we pray. Let the word of Christ dwell among
us. In fimes of conflict, clothe us in love and move us to forgiveness. God
of grace,

receive our prayer.

For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we
give thanks. Draw us all into everlasting praise and joy. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made
known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

Please rise in body or spirit
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Please rise in body or spirit

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of heaven and earth,

from the beginning, you have called forth life,

in which you take delight.

The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,
that we may join the chorus of creation

to tell of your salvation from day to day.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

All are welcome to the commune. Please follow the instructions of Minister Bobbie.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,



thy kihngdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.
Come receive the gift of Jesus.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ sfrengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Merciful God,

we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,

send us forth to announce your peace,

comfort the afflicted,

and share the good news of great joy. Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Please rise in body and spirit.

BLESSING

The God of love,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,
ilumine your path,

and increase your joy,

today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Go Tell It On The Mountain
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.

Liturgy by Rev. Anna Strickland, A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org.

MY PEACE

Y Gine

ELW 290
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