Rooted in History
Grounded in Love
Growing in Faith

fo A

bl e
CEIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHUR

c

November 23, 2025
11:00 am

ﬁ 888 Stuyvesant Ave., Union NJ 07083 office@ctfarms.org
@ 908.688.3163 @www.CTFarmsChurch.org

Peis << Scan to Giving



mailto:office@ctfarms.org
http://www.ctfarmschurch.org/

) v November 23, 2025
%, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 11:00 am

An asterisk " in the bulletin invites all to stand. If unable to do so, please remain seated.
Childcare is available during worship service at the Nursery on the left side of Sanctuary.
Please fill out the information in the RED WELCOME FOLDERS and leave the filled pages on top of folder.

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS (Leader, People)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
And also with you.

InTROIT
*(CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 118: 19-24

Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Let us worship God.

*HymN No. 554 “Let All Things Now Living”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Great God, our houses are divided
and we ourselves embody divisions of all kinds.
We have no-go zones in our hearts,
where old resentments fence off emotional territory.
We cling to past loyalties out of love, yet those loyalties may narrow our
capacity to love.
We carry a shadow side of suspicion for those who do not share those
loyalties.
We alternate between judgment and grace, anger and gladness,
fear and hope.
We look at neighbors with envy or scorn, depending on the neighborhood.
Our disagreements become conflicts and the doors to apology are blocked.
May repentance re-open our pathways of understanding and love.
O Lord, hear our prayer.
[Time of silence; pouring of baptismal water signifying God’s cleansing grace.]




DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS II Corinthians 5: 16-20a
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we no longer
know him in that way.
So, if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation: everything old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given
us the ministry of reconciliation;
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.
We are ambassadors for Christ...” in whom we are forgiven, renewed, and restored.

*PRAISE TO GOD “Gloria Patri” Hymn No. 579

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*CHORAL RESPONSE “I am Loved”
I am loved, I am loved, I can risk loving you
For the one Who knows me best loves me most
I am loved, you are loved. Won’t you please take my hand
We are free to love each other. We are loved! We are loved!

FIRST READING Isaiah 49: 5-7 OT p.679

WORD TO THE CHILDREN

SECOND READING Luke 23:33-43 NT p.89

SERMON Transformation on Sacred Ground Rev. Wanda Lundy, PhD

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Belhar Confession, Part 4
(South Africa, 1986; adopted by the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 2016

We believe:
that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the
God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged
that God calls the church to follow him in this; for God brings justice to
the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry;
that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;
that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps
orphans and widows and blocks the path of the ungodly;
that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and
the widows in their suffering;
that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right;




that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering
and need, which implies, among other things, that the church must
witness against and strive against any form of injustice, so that justice
may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream...

*HymN NO. 363 “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
WORSHIP WITH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY INVITATION

*DoxoLocy “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  Hymn No. 592

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
PastoraL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HyMN NO. 555 “Now Thank We All Our God”
*B

ENEDICTION
*CHORAL RESPONSE “The Family of God”

I’'m so glad I’'m a part of the family of God.

I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood.
Join hands together as we travel this sod.

For we’re part of the family, the family of God

*PosTLUDE
Grace and peace to all of you in worship this morning!

We hope you experience a warm welcome and nourishment for your spirit by word, music and prayer.
We invite you to share some conversation over refreshments after the service in Westminster Hall.

Rev. Wanda Lundy, PhD, Interim Minister
Dewey Moss, Musical Director
Lynn Butler, Liturgist
Jane Reichle, Usher




