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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give a hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

Y
Happy Easter! When
we  hear  someone
say, “Happy Easter”,
we often think about
bunnies, painted eggs,
and chocolate? But what
do these things have to
do with Jesus dying and
being raised from the
dead?

Easter was not always
a celebration of the
resurrection of Christ. ¥
Easter was first recorded ;"
in the 2nd Century by ¥
Venerable Bede (673-
735), an English monk
who wrote the first history of Christianity in England.
He wrote that according to the English calendar, the
month of April was called “Eosturmonath” or “Eostur
Month”. He surmised that it was named after the
Anglo-Saxon goddess Eostre, the goddess of spring
and fertility.

Some scholars don’t agree with Bede’s thesis. Some
believe that the month was named after a translation
from the Greek word Pascha, which comes from pesach,
the Hebrew word for Passover. Either way, the month
was a time to celebrate honored feasts — whether it was
honoring the goddess Eostre or honoring the Passover
feast.

Passover is the Jewish celebration for God’s salvific
act of saving the first born sons of Israel from the last
of the ten plagues inflicted upon Pharaoh. The tenth
plague was an angel of death sent by God to take
the life of all first-born sons. God announced that
He would “pass over” the homes where blood from
a sacrificial lamb was painted on the door frame. In
these homes, the sons would live; hence the celebration
of “Passover” was born.

As Christians, we believe that Christ was the last
sacrificial “lamb” necessary for the salvation of the
world. Christ “passed over” our sins; by his blood
we were offered forgiveness so that we might enjoy
eternal life. We don’t celebrate Passover but we do
celebrate “Easter” — the one day assigned to celebrate
Christ’s rising in triumph from death. Although we
celebrate Christ’s rising every Sunday, the church

\Shines witihv Grace Lutheranw Chuwchy Newy

Lutheran!
IO

March, 2024

™ From the Fas’cor’s Dcsk: Happg Easterl

- selected one day to raise

it up (no pun intended)
above all other Sundays.
It is a celebration of new
| life and new beginnings.
It is Christ’s conquest
. of sin, death, and Satan
that give us the right to
wish everyone “Happy
Easter!”

But what about rabbits
and eggs? Going
back to the goddess,
Oestre!  Her symbol
was a rabbit because of
their high reproduction
rate. Rabbits were an
ancient symbol used to signify new life and fertility.
Easter Bunny lure can be traced back to 13th-century
Germany. It is fitting that we associate rabbits with
Easter time because it is a time of great beginnings,
reproduction begins in the wild, and new life begins
to appear. For Christians, the Easter bunny also
symbolizes the new life born out of Christ’s dying
and resurrection. But not all countries have a bunny
delivering eggs. Switzerland, for example, has a
cuckoo who delivers the eggs. Depending upon which
part of Germany you are in, the eggs will be delivered
by either a fox, chick, rooster, or stork.

z:ontinued on page two)
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(continued from page one)

But think about the absurdity of a bunny (or any of
these other animals) delivering an egg. None of them
lay eggs themselves, so why an “egg”? Once upon a
time, the Christian church banned the eating of eggs,
meat, wine, cheese, and milk during Lent. At Easter,
it was a special treat to eat an egg again. Eggs also
symbolize fertility and renewal, so they became central
in our Christian celebration of Easter. The Orthodox
and eastern Catholic churches dye Easter eggs red to
symbolize the blood of Christ. But the symbolism goes
beyond Christ’s blood. The hard shell is representative
of the sealed tomb; the cracking of the egg represents
the resurrection, and the chick emerging represents
new life. The Easter egg is a symbol of joy and
celebration (forbidden in Lent) and as a “taste” of new
life and resurrection found in Jesus Christ.

Why are they painted? The practice of decorating
eggshell is ancient, predating Christian traditions.
Ostrich eggs with engraved decoration that are 60,000
years old have been found in Africa. Decorated ostrich
eggs, and representations of ostrich eggs in gold and
silver, were commonly placed in graves of the ancient
Sumerians and Egyptians as early as 5,000 years ago.
Staining eggs red in memory of the blood of Christ dates
as far back as the early Christians of Mesopotamia.

Another tradition with Easter eggs is the annual
Easter egg rolling contest. It began at the White
House in 1878 under President Rutherford Hayes
administration. Easter egg rolling held on the lawn
at the White House symbolizes rolling away the stone
blocking Jesus” tomb. I wonder how many people
actually know why they are rolling Easter eggs on the
White House lawn?

Did you know that the world’s largest Easter egg
was over 27 feet high and 16 feet wide? It weighed
more than 8,800 pounds! Twenty-seven bakeries
worked for two weeks to make enough chocolate for
the gargantuan concoction wheeled in to the Chocolate
Festival in Bariloche, Argentina.

This Easter when you go to take a bite out of that Easter
egg, remember that you are tasting and partaking of a
central part of our Christian story — Christ died for you
and me, in order that our sins may be forgiven. Raised
from the dead, God showed us His power over death
and the rising to new life, eternal life for us.

I will leave you with a Roman Easter Blessing
published in 1610:

Lord, let the grace of your blessing come upon
these eggs, that they be healthful food for your
faithful who eat them in thanksgiving for the
resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with you forever and ever. AMEN!

Happy Easter!
Your Sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie

CHURCH

s COUNCIL
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January Meeting Minutes.

In attendance: Pastor Debbie, Dee K.,

Joe T., Scott H., Kristine C-W., Amy H., Ronnie C., Deb

W., Beth H., Chris ]J., Sam L., Suzane Y., and special

guest Dylan R. Special guest Dylan presented his

work on the homeless initiative.

The minutes were presented for approval and
Kristine made a motion to approve and the second
was made by Pastor Debbie. Unanimously approved.

Introduction of new members and reintroduction of
current members: Various ideas presented were better
use of our building, improved financial reporting,
more social interaction with the Contemporary and
Traditional members, the energy at Grace is in motion
and let's keep the momentum and assure its need to
serve our members and the community.

Joe was nominated to return as Council President.
Kristine was nominated to be Vice President. Scott
was nominated as Treasurer, and Dee for Secretary.
All were given second motions and unanimously
passed as the new Council Executives.

Pastor’s Report: 10 visits, 4 Advent studies, 2
Christmas Eve services and a dinner for 8 people on
Christmas Eve.

Mission & Discipleship and Music & Worship
committees did not meet this month.

Property: We are still waiting for new parts to
come in to repair the canopy lights. $200 retainer for
Stambaugh Assoc. covered.

Finance: Dee mentioned the request of Bob Hammers
to withdraw $3,000 to be shared equally between
Outreach and the general fund. No motion is necessary
because the request was initiated by the family. Scott
gave us an update on the Lock trust liquidation. No
turther progress. Bill Fordney projected a loss of
$10,800 monthly

Food Pantry: The next delivery comes this week.
Scott shared the hope to revise the food delivery
process in order to streamline the emergency food
delivery process.

Misc. Business: The hearing-impaired streaming aid
was installed. The cost was covered by a member.

Pastor presented a request for the Seventh Day
Adventists to lease space from us. Various pros and
cons were discussed. Consensus was that it is not
something we are interested in pursuing.
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7—/0@ Week Schedule

March 28 = 6:30 p.m. Maundy

Thursday/Good Friday
Service

March 31 - Easter Sunday
9:00 a.m. Contemporary
10:00 a.m.Fellowship Time

10:45 a.m.Traditional
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DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

Discovery and Connecting
sessions are meeting in the
~ Welcome Center from 10 - 10:30
a.m. Everyone is invited to share
in the lessons that are presented.
Here is a list of the lessons for
March. We are using the DVD
series by Adam Hamilton called
24 Hours that Changed the World:
March 3 - Condemned by the Righteous
March 10 - Jesus, Barabbas, and Pilate
March 17 - The Torture and Humiliation of the King
March 24 - The Crucifixion
March 31 - Easter Fellowship in the Welcome Center

COMMUNITY ROOM UPDATES
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As stated in the announcements over the last
few weeks, the church is preparing to update
the nursery and old Pastor’s Study. By now you
should have taken home any items you want to
keep from either of those rooms, so they are not
potentially donated. In the coming weeks/months
we will be going through the items left in the
rooms and be determining what we can keep and
still use. Anything not kept will be donated to the
community. The “old church office”, which has
been used as the Children’s Sunday School room,
will be updated with new paint, new seating, and
a colorful new look. The kids will help in painting
and decorating the room. The old nursery (Pastor’s
study) will be adjusted to a multi-purpose room
that will have a TV for anyone needing privacy
during service, but also have enough seating to
also be used as a meeting room as needed. For
any questions, concerns, or offers of help in
the updating please reach out to the Rebuild
Committee.

GET TO KNOW THE COUNCIL

With thenew church council
officers joining the council
in January, the council has
decided to do something
new! Located in the window
of the church office you
will see a council member
CIpo’chght Every month a

fferent council member
will be highlighted so you
can see who 1s on council,
and learn a little about them.
Make sure to check out the

board next time you are in
the church!




DO YOU KNOW OUR
CONNECTION WITH ST. JOHN'S
ucc??

Did you ever wonder why and how Grace Lutheran
Church of Red Lion and St. John’s United Church of
Christ of Red Lion share a spiritual partnership? Here
is an excerpt from the bulletin St. John’s printed for our
combined Ash Wednesday service on February 14:

The Lutheran Reformed Formula of

Agreement

Centuries of division between the Lutheran and
Reformed branches of Protestant Christianity came
to an end in 1997 when three Reformed churches
(including the UCC and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America) agreed on a relationship of full
communion through a Formula of Agreement. A
few years earlier, Reformed and Lutheran churches
in Europe — where the division between the two
Protestant families dates back to the time of Luther and
Calvin — agreed to a similar reconciliation through the
Leuenberg Agreement.

The Formula of Agreement:

* Acknowledges common historical roots between
the two traditions, with a deeply shared theological
and liturgical heritage.

*Moves beyond the historic 16th-century
condemnations dividing Lutheran and Reformed
Christians.

*Accepts the reality that there are important
theological, spiritual and liturgical differences between
the two traditions, but that these are not church-
dividing, but rather a gift to each other.

*Celebrates the potential for shared mission and
ministry as the two traditions grow closer.

The United Church of Christ is the only church in
the relationship that has roots in both the Reformed
and Lutheran heritage. The United Church of Christ’s
“German Evangelical” tradition drew from the wells
of both Reformed and Lutheran Christianity. Many
UCC congregations of our “German Reformed”
tradition — especially in historically German-American
communities in Pennsylvania — have lived together
with Lutheran congregations as “union churches”
since the 18th century.

We are very blessed to share our worship and
administering of sacraments with or neighbors St.
John'’s.

Pastoral Acts

Ash Wednesday and Lent preparation with
Pastor David Tietje. We will be doing Lent
in conjunction with St. John's UCC again this
year.

it

5 visits
3 hospital visits

LUTHERAN CAMPING

The Lutheran
Corporation  carries  out
its mission as a gracious
expression of God's love.
The heart of that mission is
to: strengthen the faith of
children, youth, adults, and
families, offer opportunities
for children and youth to grow in Christian leadership,
provide outdoor ministry experiences to all, regardless
of their financial capacity, foster Christian fellowship,
and nurture God's children of all ages as good
stewards of all god's good gifts. With that in mind,
Grace Lutheran has a camping scholarship fund. Take
a look at the summer camp offerings for kids up to
12th grade. The website address for more details is:
www.lutherancamping.org.

Camping

Our camps are not only open for summer though.
See the website for more details or call 717-677-8211.
Here are the offerings for March:

Dinner Church: March 3 at 5:00 p.m. at the The Wittel
Farm. Dinner Church is a community gathered around
a shared meal to listen, connect, sing, pray, eat, drink,
and be with God in creation. Bring some food to share.

Quilting Weekend: March 15 — 17 at Kirchenwald.
Bring your own projects or learn techniques from
experienced quilters. Enjoy a weekend apart.

Summer Camp Open House: March 17 from 2 -
4:30p.m. at Kirchenwald and Nawakwa. You are
invited to visit Kirchenwald or Nawakwa on March 17
or April 14, anytime between 2-4:30p.m. Take a tour
of camp with members of our summer staff and see
what camp is all about. As a bonus, we will give a $10
gift certificate for the camp store to every brand new
camper!

MISSION AND DISCIPLESHIP

COMMITTEE
Our Mission
and  Discipleship
Committee has
prepared meals
for anyone who is
recovering from

surgery/illness  or
shut in, or care
givers. Blessings to
all who are healing.

The Mission and Discipleship Committee is also
planning an Easter candy sale. Orders will be due
March 17, and will be ready for pickup on March 24,
just in time for Easter! Orders forms should be going
out soon.



BOOK CLUB

A, Wearereading the York County
' ¥ Library’s Book of the Year for our

& _ & March book club meeting. Each
year, the library system has a
vote county-wide for the best
read. This year, the winner is
Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Gamus. Goodreads.
com has this to say about the book:

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman.
In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point out
that there is no such thing as an average woman. But
it’s the early 1960s and her all-male team at Hastings
Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of
equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely,
brilliant, Nobel-prize nominated grudge-holder who
falls in love with—of all things—her mind. True
chemistry results.

But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is
why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself
not only a single mother, but the reluctant star of
America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at Six.
Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking (“combine
one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium
chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as her following
grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it turns out,
Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s
daring them to change the status quo.

Laugh-out-loud funny, shrewdly observant, and
studded with a dazzling cast of supporting characters,
Lessons in Chemistry is as original and vibrant as its
protagonist.

The book club meets every third
Thursday of the month. Our meeting
in March is on the 21st at 6:30 p.m.
We have a wonderful relationship
with the York County Library system
to borrow our book of the month for
free. See Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf
for a copy. Anyone who loves a good
read, followed by good conversation is
welcome to attend.
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DURING LENT...START AN
AMAZING JOURNEY

Lent is a 40 day period during which
Christians recognize Jesus and when he
did not eat or drink for 40 days. This
- year, Ash Wednesday fell on February
14 and marked the beginning of the
journey to Easter. Many people who
celebrate Lent won't eat a certain food
or will make a change in their lives to
be better Christians. Here are a couple
of ideas for what you can do during the Easter Season'

1. Give up your favorite food. We all know it can
be really hard to resist the temptation of eating our
favorite food or dessert, but the idea of Lent is to have
a taste of what Jesus did.

2. Pray often - Talk to others a little less; talk to God
a little more. If things in your life aren't going the way
you want them to, then stop blaming others and talk
to God.

3. Read the Bible - This doesn't mean that you have
to read from Genesis to Revelations, but maybe just
the Gospels.

4. Attend Church - Weekends are times when we
stay up late and sleep in late. But try to make a habit
of going to Church on Sunday during Holy Week.

5. Practice Good Deeds - Try to visit the sick or send
a card of cheer. Overall, just try to be a better family
member.

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, Ce%/ brate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




THE NOTEBOOKS OF JAMES HAZELWOOD

This monthly feature is from the website: https://www.jameshazelwood.net/newsletter and is a subscription (it's free) newsletter
where Bishop Hazelwood “circumambulates around a topic involving gritty Christian Mysticism, the Depth Psychology of Carl Jung
and contemporary Post-Secular society. For more, checkout the website.

ARE THE CREEDS OF ANY VALUE?

Wonderings around Dogma and Doctrine in a Post-Secular World

Critiquing or discounting creeds and dogmas is
fashionable of late. But today, I will make a case for
their value in the spirit that we all seek a mature
sEiritual life. As the early Christian faith was taking
shape, it became necessary to clarify the teachings
of this new faith. This led to the establishment of
various statements of teachings, which became creeds
and doctrines over time. These creeds, such as the
Apostles, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds, became the
cornerstones of the early church.

Confession

I'll confess to looking at some aspects of these creeds
and thinking, “I'm not sure that makes any sense to me,
or Nope, I don't buy that line, or Wait, can we pause the
worship service because this part of this creed doesn't
make sense to me.”

How can one embrace these creeds, confessions,
and doctrines that come from another point in human
history? Here are three movements, approaches, tools,
or concepts that have helped me through my years of
wrestling with creeds and doctrines.

Movement # 1

“A map is not the actual territory.” In 1931, in New
Orleans, Louisiana, mathematician Alfred Korzybski
used this phrase to describe a particular problem.[1]
(Please don't ask me to explain the math. I'm just glad
I filed my taxes successfully last weekend.) But the
saying has become a helpful way of capturing our use
of metaphor. In this case, we must remember that the
Creeds, doctrines, and dogmas are maps, but they are
not the thing itself. We are attempting to find language
that gets us to view God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.

But, we human beings tend to literalize language. Or,
as D.H. Lawrence once said using the same metaphor,
“The map appears to us more real than the land.”[2] In
other words, we tend to make the Apostle's Creed to be
God or a god. But that is not the purpose of the creed.
The map is not the territory.

Movement # 2

Author and professor Ann Ulanov tackled this in a
Psychology and Religion course at Union Theological
Seminary when she described the creeds as a
foundational aspect needing our response. That's not
her precise language, but it's close. The idea is that
we need something to respond to and wrestle with.
The creeds serve that purpose. Without them, we are
grasping in thin air. A common refrain I hear from
parents of young children regarding their decision
not to raise them in a particular faith centers around
the sentence, "I'll let them make up their mind as they
igrow up." While I'm all for people finding their way in
ife, by providing nothing for the children to engage,
you aren’t helping them. People, especially children,
need a place to put their feet down. Healthy ways to do

this include providing flexibility and engagement and
encouraging curiosity and wonder.

My point here is the creeds give us something to
engage, even argue and fight with. When I taught
confirmation to 7th and 8th graders, I often put up a
ﬁoster of the Creed and said, “ok, find something in

ere that doesn't make sense to you.” This led to some
beautiful conversations. These yutes learned that faith
is not static but demands, even hopes, for a robust
engagement. Let’s wrestle with this stuff, people! Our
lives will be richer.

Movement # 3

Lastly, I'd like to dissect the word ‘believe.’

The Apostles and Nicene Creeds begin with, “I
believe” or “We believe”. When we read this word,
we immediately jump to our default hyper-rationalist
understanding of the word believe. It's an intellectual
ascent or affirmation of what's written down. “To
think that something is true, correct or real,” as the
Cambridge Dictionary says. But is that the original
intent?

Diana Butler Bass did fine work on this subject in
the book Christianity After Religion. She traces the
language origins of “belief “ from the ancient Greek and
Latin through the old Germanic and English languages.
The various translations of the ancient words came
down to us in the English-speaking world, with the
word ‘believe” understood as making an intellectual
determination weighing evidence between multiple
factors. Instead, Bass and other scholars help us revisit
the intent of biblical literature and ancient creeds. The
original language would translate those words more
like ‘belove” instead of ‘believe.” When we ‘belove’
something or someone, it roots us in a relationship.
More appropriate words for our time would substitute
belief with trust, value, and love.

This shifts toward something more like a marriage
vow. We say "I do" as a pledge of faithfulness and
loving service to and with others. A marriage vow
stating, “I believe you exist in a spatial reality standing
here in front of me” does not signify the couple's
relationship. But, I cherish you, love you, and trust in
you is the intent of the vows at a wedding.

This has been helpful for me as I approach the creeds
and doctrines of the church. Go back and read the
Apostle’s Creed and substitute out the word believe,
and in its place, try out trust, cherish, love, and devote.
It changes our engagement and moves us toward a
relational, experiential dynamic that moves us toward
the state and direction of our hearts, souls, and minds.

All three tools have helped me view the Creeds as
something akin to poetry. This map of faith gives me
a starting point for a conversational relationship with
the world; with Life; indeed with God.
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sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary. g
March’s flowers: :

03 — To the glory of God

10 — In memory of Bill & Rose Tomanek by ..

their daughter Geri Jacobs

17 — In honor of our children Ryan, Emily

& their spouses & our grandchildren by

the Strobeck family

24 - In memory of the deceased members |

of the Fishel Family by Dee Bowles & -

family :

31 — In memory of Atty & Mrs Samuel

S. Laucks Jr & Mr & Mrs John Kopec

by Dr & Mrs Samuel Laucks
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Rhine by his wife & family

- Altar cross flowers are in memory of
all the deceased members of the Turner &
Kupp Families

April’s flowers:

07 - In memory of deceased members
of the Golden & Coeyman families by
Nancy Golden

14 - To the Glory of God

21 — In memory of Atty & Mrs Samuel
Laucks, Sr by the family

28 — To the Glory of God

*If you would like to sponsor April 14 or ”

ﬁKamg‘mer or the office
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- Pedestal flower is in memory of Dick '-,F -

Blrtihdays
02- Patricia Golden
02- Brian Shaffer
03- Barbara Taute
04- Joyce Arnold
04- Lynn Herbst
05- Joshua Ricci
06- Brett Fishel
07- Carly Bennett
09- Suzanne Laucks Bova
10- Geraldine Jacobs
10- Taylor Jones
12- Jacob Hartman
12- Kirt Peters
14- Marie Fales
15- Amy Hartman
15- Kenneth Turner
16- April Gaeta
17- Celeste Barnhill
21- Alyssa Francis

Wearch Celebrdﬂxcns

23- Richard Jacobs
23- Tom Kerr

24- Joshua Arnold
25- Robert Haag
27- Kendra Shaffer
28- Sandy Shaffer
28- Sara Vigna

29- James Fishel
29- Gretchen Grim
30- Thomas Kuhn
30- Luke Shaffer
31- Dalton Fishel

©
§

Wedds ing Anniversaries

23- Kay & Raymond Mansberger éJ #!t _1
23- Cindy & Robert Strobeck ~ [*=="_~ 1 _
25- Karen & Thomas Traina | — LS
27- Robin & Will Bennett

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

This monthly column is inspired by Erma Grim. She has a
life-long interest in Christian inspirational messages, and has a
large collection from various sources. Currently, The Beacon is
working through a book owned by Erma entitled: Between-Time
Meditations by Samuel F. Page and published by The Bethany
Press, St. Louis, MO in 1954

Electronicadlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.
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Softly, Gaily, Serengly

Softly — as the morning dawn-.
Touches the eastern horizon
And bids the day to come-

Gaily - as the blrds thg; sing
When moring pal ntsithejsky,

('Jhris'ﬂacobs, Edltor/ Staﬂ erter

- s]enmfer,.Rudolf Layout/ Staﬁ Writer;
Ellen\Warntz, Proofreader
Dee'K: err, Proofreader
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