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REV. GEORGE GRITTER 

L OOKING back upon these twenty- fi ve years of our existence, the members 
of the F uller Avenue Congregation have every reason to feel grateful to God 

for H is g racious care a nd guidance. Many who were charte r members a re still 
with us and can testi fy that since the very beginning the Lord has been un failing 
in H is mercy. 

Our congregation has· enj oyed a steady growth, so that todav it numbers over 
th ree hundred fa milies. and fo rms one of the largest congregations in our denom-
ination. \ Ve are especially g rate ful , fo r the spiritual ca re which our Great Shep-
herd did bestow, so that our congregational Ii fe has been cha racterized at all times 
by a wonderful harmony and by constructive effort in seeking God's K ingdom. 
By gTace we have been one in the Lord. 

During thi s quarter century, three of God's servants might minister to us. 
It is impossible to evaluate all the benefit s which were received through their agency. 
Suffi ce it to say that t hey proved to be a real blessing. and that there is abundant 
evidence that each in turn made a di stincti ve contri buti•on , so that the fruits of 
their labors are still apparent. 

In the reali zation that we are unworthy of such great and numerous benefit s, 
we express humble g ratitude to Goel for all Hi s kind dealings with us. And on 
thi s occasion of our anni\·ersary we would re-dedicate ourselves to the g reat pur-
pose of our existence - T he Praise of our God . 
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ON July 17, 1950. the F uller AYenue Christian Reformed Church passed a 
mil estone. It was the twenty-fifth anni,·e rsary of the fo unding of our church. 

It is is fitting that at such a commemoration we pause for a little while. and 
recalling the mercies of our Covenant God upon lb during thi s quarter century. 
we glance briefly at the hi story of that period . 

Our church had its inception in the language questi on. Our mother church, 
Oakdale Park. after working fo r some years on a way to make the transition from 
the Holland to the E nglish, had finally come to ha,·ing four services e,·ery Sunday. 
Having one pastor and practi call y two congregat ions, the spiritual work and the 
systematic preaching was at best inadequate. T he congregation having a large 
number of families besides. many felt that the organi zation of a new church would 
be to the spiritual welfare of their fa milies. 

Through the initiati ve of l\fr. B. H. Dice a committee of five was formed . H e 
and the Messrs. Ralph Bos . P. C. K ooi. A. Balfoort, Sr., and the now Rev. Jacob 
Smith. talked the matter m·er and came before the Oakdale consiston · with the 
req uest for permi ss ion to ca11Yass the congregation with a view to forming a new 
congregation. This request was granted and after the canvass t he fir st meeti ng 
of those interested was held on J une 1, 1925. in the Oakdale Park church basement. 
Re,·. Herman Kuiper, Oakc\ale's Pastor at that time. who was· an enthusiastic 
supporter of the movement. presided. Mr . .A m old Hulst acted as secreta1·y. The 
1·esult of thi s meeting was the election of a committee of five to carry on the pre-
liminary work toward the organization . .A rti cle 8 of the minutes reads: "The 
balloting results in the choice o f the fo llowing committee : P. Bouma, H . Boersma. 
G. Diephuis. R. Bos. and I. Diephui s.' ' The committee met four times. P. Bouma 
was elected chairman: H. Boersma. secretary . .As instructed by those a t the meeting. 
the committee yisited the Neland Avenue and the Sherman Street consistori es. and 
receiYed their cooperation. The fo rmer in placing an announcement on their bulletin. 
and the latter in pe1·mission oo ca m·ass their members li,·ing in the Yicinity in which 
the new church was to be located . \\Tith the assistance o f Mr. A. \V. Hulst they 
began to look into the matter of obtaining options on poss ible locations. Negotia-
tions were also started with the Oakdale School board for the use of the school 
gymnasium for the future church sen ·ices. 

At a second social meeting held in the Oakdale chool on January 24. the 
commi ttee reported on their act i,·iti es. They were instructed to proceed with 
obtaining options on property, buy the necessary twin chairs. and obtain a piano, 
pulpit Bible and psalters. l\fr. G. Brander was added to the committee. Besides the 
famili es from Oakdale. those o f J. B. Ibershof and \ Vm. Corneli sse were present 
from Sherman St. At a committee meeting on Tune 25 it was decided to obtain 
options on the four lots on the N". E. corner of F uller and Noble. across from our 
present location. The organi zation date was set fo r July 17, with the approval of 
the committee appointed at the May meeting of Classis Grand Rapids East. at 
which meeting the organization of a new church in the southeastern part of the city 
was approved . 

O n the evening of July 17, 1925 . an enthusias ti c group of fam ilies gathered in 
the Oakdale school gym in eager anticipation of the fulfilment o f their des ire to be 
organized into a new congregation. ReY. H. Schultze . then Pastor of the Sherman 
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Street C~urch and chairman o f the Classical Committee. call ed the meeting to order 
and pres1c\ec\. Rev. H . Henry ~\Ieete r, then Pastor of the ~eland . ..\,·enue Omrch, 
was secretary. R ev. E. J . Tanis. also on the committee, could not be present. Our 
opening number was Psalter ?\o. 347 (Psalm 121 ). Rev. Schultze offered praver 
and read J ohn 15 :l -12. re ferring to the Vine and the branches, with the fitt\ng 
climax. "Thi s is my commandment that ye lm·e one another as I haYe loved YOU. " 
Also I Timothy 3 :1-13, referring to the offices instituted in the church. The (11em-
bership certifi cates then were recei ,·eel . which 1·e ,·ealecl that those req uesting mem-
bershi p in the new church totaled 39 fami lies from the Oakdale Park Church and 
two fa milies from the Sherman Street Church . the heads of these fa milies all beina f . b 
oon essmg members. Besides, from Oakdale 14 single confessing members. and 
one ad ul t member by baptism. T ota l of 203 soul s. S ix elders were elected: H . 
Bosma, G. Brander, S. Herrema. J. 13. H ul st. J. Kamstra, and J. :\fersman, and four 
deacons: P. Bouma, P. Brou\\·er, X. Keegstra, and \\ ' . Spoelhof. These brethren 
were duly installed into their respective offices hv the Re,·. H. H. :\feeter. T hu,; 
F ull er !-\ venue Church took its place in the r; nks of the Chri stian Reformed 
Churches of Grand Rapid s as the 18th church. 

\ \T ith joy ful hearts we met the nex t Sunday. July 19, 19:?~. ior our first chu rch 
service with Dr. C. Bouma leading us and preaching on H ebrews 13: 8. ·'J esus 
Christ the same yesterday. today and fo re,·er. " 

The first consisto ry meeting was held on July ::20. The firs t offi cers. J. B. Hulst , 
president; J. Kamstra. vice-president: H. Rosma, clerk . and ~- Brouwe1·, treasu1·er. 
At thi s meeting a trio Wc) S made up. consisting of the ReYerencl s H. J. I, uiper, 
R. B. K ui per, and E. Van Halsema. 

Art the congregational meeting of . \ ugust 3 the Rev. R. 13. J, ui per was call ed 
to be our first pastor, at a salary of $2,500.00, and a budget was adopted, amounting 
to $4.900.00. The new church was incorporated as the F uller Avenue Chri stian 
Reformed Chuch, accord ing to the laws of 
the State of :\fichigan. with :\Ir. Dorr K ui-
zema as Attorney and Xotary P ubli c. 

At the consisto ry meeting of . \ ugust 17 
already the decision was taken to buy our 
present property. 

O n Sunday, September 13. we cele-
brated our first communion, using a set 
loaned us b,· the Sherman Street Church. 
This had tI{e common cup. \\'e used thi s 
set fo r about two years. after which the incli-
viclual cup was introduced. 

\ \ "hen the Sundav School wa~ started 
during that month. :'.\fr. JJ. H. Dice became 
Superintendent. T he first teachers were all 
men. 

At this point I am goi ng to digress for a 
moment to give you the fo llowing iacts : The 
first fami ly to leaye our fe llowship was that 
of H arry Boersma, moving to Ea~t Paris. 
The fi r~t member to be married was :\Iiss 
.:\Iargaret H errema, who became the wife of 
Candidate .-\ . .-\. Koning on September 3, 
1925. The firs t baby born was Trena OliYe, REV. E. F. J. VA N HALSEMA 
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to J\f r. and M rs. Dick Bouma, on the tenth of August. She was bapti zed on Sep-
tember 20. T his baby was also the fir st one taken fro m our midst bv death, Novem-
ber 29, 1925, 3½ months old. T he first adult to lea\·e fo r the He~venh- Mansions 
was l\frs. J acob Bosscher, in September, 1927. • 

T o our g reat di sappointment the Rev. R . 13. K uiper declined our call. and on 
September 15 the Rev. H. J. K uiper was called, but he al so declined. On October 
21 out of a trio consisting of the Reverends D. H . Kromminga, L. J. Lamberts, 
and E . F . J. Van H alsema o f E ast Pari s, t he last named was chosen. O n November 
9 we received the g-Jad tidings of acceptance. \Ve bought the fir st pa rsonage at 
1315 Fisk Street on November 24, and t'he fir st week in December we received the 
new pasto r and his fa mily in our midst. Install ation services 1'ook place on Decem-
ber 10, and he began his work in our midst on Sunday, December 13, preaching on 
II Peter 1 :1 9. Having received a mini ster from the Lord , next we were longing 
fo r a permanent place o f worship. At the outset we had a fine st art toward our 
building by t he most generous gifts of $10,000.00 fro m the Oakdale P ark Church, 
and $3,500.00 from t he Neland Avenue Church. Besides thi s, our membership 
subscribed about $ 10,000.00 in cash, and in labor and materials fo r the new church. 

On J anuary 7, 1926 the Building Committee was appointed by the consistory 
consisting of the brethren B. H. Dice, president ; P. D. Bouma, secretary; R. Bos, 
G. Brander. N. Brouwer, P . Keegstra, P. Kooi, and \V. Spoelhof. 

The general contract was let to Behrens Bros. on March 25, for the sum of 
$44,053.00, excluding most of the subcontracts. which were to be let separately. 
·w ork was begun on the foundation on April 6, and on the evening of July 7 we 
gathered together to per fo rm the laying of t he corner stone. R ev. J. M. Vande 
K ieft of Oakdale P ark and R ev. H. H . Meeter of Neland Avenue also took part 
in the ceremony. The building of the structure pmceeded prosperously and was 
completed in due time and the dedication to the service of our God took place on 
March 2 and 4, 1927. 

\Vith g reat joy and t hankfulness to our Covenant God we took possession of 
our new church building fo r public service on Sunday, March 7. At thi s time our 
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congregation numbered 67 famil ie~. H ::t rmony and love prevailed in our midst. 
Society Ii fe was fl ouri shing and a spirit o f generosity toward the church and the 
Kingdom at la rge was being mani fes ted in the contributi ons. At the end of the 
year 1927 our debt amounted to about $40,000.00 By united action and donated 
labor much was accompli shed after thi s in fini shing the basement rooms. 

Rev. Van Halsema labored faithfully in our midst until the encl of 1929, when 
our congregation numbered 92 famili es, 438 souls. In ~m·ember of that year he 
received a call to the Northsicle Christian Reformed Church of Passaic, N . J. A fter 
prayerful consideration, he felt constrained to accept it. A fter having been with 
us for a little more than four years, he preached his farewell on December 29, 
1929. 'vVe felt the loss of our fi rst pasto r keenly. who had so fa ithfully laid the 
foundation of our congregational Ii fe. 

E ffo rts to obtain a new pastor were put forth at 
once. A fter calling ,·uccessively the Reverends \ V 
Groen. A . J abaay , C. Van Ti!. and G. \\T. Hylkema, 
who all sent a negative repl y, on June 30. 1930, a call 
went fo rth to Dr. George Gori s of E nglewood. N . J. , 
who a fter due consideration and prayer by both the 
pastor-elect and the congregation sent us the glad 
tidings o f his acceptance. Because of certain circum-
stances in the E nglewood church , he did not arrive 
in our mid st until the first week in October. 

Before Rev. Van Halsema left. in the ,:ummer of 
1929. the congregation had decided to build a new 
parsonage next to the church. because he needed 
more room fo1· hi s famil v. Becau,e of the economic 

• DR. G EORGE GORIS depress ion, which was alreadv upon us, the decision 
to acid an additional $9,000.00 to our debt was not unanimous. The job was let to 
:\Tr. B. Stonehouse, who was then a member of our church. T he building was com-
pleted before Dr. Gori s and the fa mily arrived and they were the fir st occupants. 
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He was installed by the Rev. J. I\I. Vancle J,i ef t. our counselor. on October 2, 
1930. and preached his inaugural se rmon on Sunday, October 5, based on John 
1: 23. "I am a mice." \Ve greatly rejoiced in the goodness of our Goel in sending 
us another under-shepherd. 

Dr. Goris proved 1:o be a devoted and con~ecrat ed se n ·ant of the King of the 
Church. He was loved and respected by young and old. His work was trul\' 
b1essecl , resulting in a ste:i cly growth. numerica lly and spiritually. 

Earl y in 1931 our beautiful Aioller organ was purchased and install ed and dedi-
cated to the sen ·ice of our Lord . Total cost o f organ, $4,940.00. $1,400.00 of thi s 
was paid in cash. At the encl of the yea r 1931 our debt had ri sen to the then stag-
gering sum o f $45 ,000.00. less an equity in the F isk S treet propertv. fi ourecl at 
$2,400.00. The interest alone fo r the year 1932 amounted to $2,456.00. Economic 
conditions were getting worse clu1·ing 1932 and then 1933. the dark ,·ear of the 
bank holiday came. and the receipts in the General Fund dropped $2.200.00. to 
$6.500.00. Of thi s amount $2,469.00 had to be paid out for interest alone. The 
pastor had voluntari ly reduced his salary to two thousand dollars. and was re-
funding some of thi s from time to time. Although things looked rather dark 
financially, ,the Lord graciously carried us through, and blessed us, so that in the 
next yea rs there was a gradual increase in the contributions. T'O'tal actual receipts, 
1933, $9, 119.92: 1937, $14,299.39. 

During these years t he congregation was carrying on heroically. generally sacri-
fi cing fo r the church and the Kingdom. A lso numeri ca lly a healthy growth was 
enjoyed. On January 1. 1938, we numbered 182 fam ilies . 826 soul s. 

Because of the clos ing of the G. R. Savings Bank in 1933 . our church mortg1ge 
was included among securities given to the Kent County Board of Sucervisors to 
satisfy their preferred claim. The parsonage mortgage remained with the bank. 
During 1937 negotiations were started to liquidate these claims. F inall v the Board 
of Supervisors offered to accept 75 % of their claim in full settlement, if paid 
within 90 clays . The Bank also offered a substantial reduction. The decision to try 
and rai se ,the necessary money by floating a Bond Issue was then made and carried 
out with great success. On August 1. 1937. the mortgages. amounting to $39.188.00, 
were liquidated fo ,- $30,000.00. Besides, both the Board of Supervisors and t],e 
Bank waived interest clue at the time of the liquidation, to the amount of $ 1.175.64. 
The same year improvements to the amount uf approx imately $3.700.00 were made, 
including our s teamheating plant and the fini shing of the assembly room. The work 
on the assembly room was largely clone by volunteer labor. On January 1, 1938. 
our debt was $3 1.080.00, and the interest rate 4 % . 

During· 1938 Dr. Goris received two call s to other fie lds . T he consistory and 
congregation gave unmistakable evidence of the large place he occupied in our 
hearts. and of their appreciation of the work he had . by the grace of Goel. been 
able to do in our midst. A healthy growth of the church continued during 1939, 
1940, and 1941. During the summer of thi s year our beloved pastor received a call 
from t he Sherman Street Church. which he accepted . He preached his farewell on 
September 7. 1941. after a b'e,secl mini stry of elnen years. Many and deep were 
the ti es t hat had been laid. T hough the tie of pastor and church had to he broken, 
I dare say that the ties of lo\'e and appreciation will ne,·er be severed. During hi s 
pastorate the church increased from 100 to almost 220 families, and 183 persons 
m2cle profession of their faith . 

Efforts to fi ll the vacancy were put fo rth. and after five call s, success i\'ely to 
the Reverends J. 0. Schuring, \i\1. Groen. D . H. \ \'alters. H . Evenhouse. and \Vm. 
Haverkam p, which were declined. we called the Re1·. J. \Vei clenaar of the Denni s 
A \'enue Church. who glaclclenecl our hearts by acceptance. On May 24. 1942. he 
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1rns install ed in our midst by our moderator, R ev. H. J . Kuiper, ass isted by Dr. 
Goris. Prof. Schultze, and Dr. J. C. De I<o rne. That same e,·en ing the Rev. 
\Veiclenaa r preached his inaugural sermon on th~ theme. "Not by might. nor by 
power. but by my Spirit, says J ehovah of Hosts. " Zechariah 4: 6/J. He started his 
work among us joyfully. but in humble reli ance upon that Spirit. 

O n December 7. 1941. our countrv had fo rm:i ll \' become i1woh·ecl in the Global 
\\ 'ar. :'\ long with others, our young-men were call ed to serve in army. navy, and 
air corps. Heavi_ness fill ed the hearts of clear ones left behind. How we again 
learned to pray earnestly and continuall y. realizing that only the ,\ l111i ghty Goel, 
who is our Father in Christ Jesus, could keep them safe in the hollow of His Hanel , 
safe fro m death, and safe through death . eYen then . when they had to give up their 
life for their coun t ry. T he number of stars on our sen ·ice flag reached 111, repre-
senting our young men and young women in uni for111. 

Four of these had to be changed to go ld sta rs before the war came to an encl. 
This caused deep sorrow in the homes i1wolvecl. and the whole church. H ow joy-
full y we welcomed the encl of that terrible con fl ict . and how thankfully we gathered 
in our houses of w01·ship, to give :thanks to our Goel for His great mercies up'.J n us. 

It may interest you, that during tha t same year, the 20th of our existence. the 
debt resting upon our church and parsonage was officially liquidated. \Ve were 
free fro m debt. 

In compliance with the great mi ss ionary command of our Lord Jesus Christ , 
Olli' church has since its beginning been inte1·ested in mi ssion work. \Ve hwe , in 
conjunction with the Oakdale Park Church, carried on the work at the :'.\1aclison 
Square Gospel Center, engaging for some time past two full -time workers. At 
present t hese are the Rev. \Valter Dubois and I\1iss Gertrude Holkeboer, besides 
many volunteer workers. 

\ Ve also carry on evangeli zation work in the Blodgett Home fo r cri ppled chil-
dren. This work was started some 22 yea rs ago by the late :'.\frs. J . B. H ulst 
( E lizabeth Smitter), in the Co111·alescent Home on F ulton Street, and trans fe r reel 
to the care of our church in 1938. 

Since 1943 we ·have been the calling church for the Two \ Vell s Mission Post 
on the Indian :\1ission Field. The Rev. J. B. Swier-
enga and fa mily are stationed there and carrying on 
fai thfully in the Lord 's work , aga inst many obstacles. 

."\l so in 1947 we took upon ourseh·es a~; church 
the responsibility of supporting a mission:iry upon 
the :"\Tigerian Field. The Re,·. Peter Dekker with his 
fam il y was sent out in 1948, and are holding forth 
the light of the gospel in that dark contin ent. They 
wi ll be here on thei r first furlough when we celebrate. 

:.\ Ia y we as a church keep the home fires burning, 
by bringing the cause of mi ss ions continually and 
united ly he fore the Throne of Grace! 

With the inauguration of the He,·. \Veiclenaar in 
:\Jay. 1942, a new period began in the life of our REV . J . WEIDENAAR 

church. He carr ied on hi s work in reliance upon the 
blessing of our Covenant God . He opened to us the Scriptures. In his particular 
wa.,· of explain ing a complete Bible book in a se ries of sermons. he showed us how 
firm a fo undation we ha,·e as saints of the Lord. The riches of Roma:1s. Ephes ians, 
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Philippians. the Epistl es of Peter and of John were unfolded before us, and we 
were g iven a clearer insight into cur Doctrinal Standards: the Catechi sm and the 
Canons of Dort. 

The Holy Spirit w.as operative in our church. as many young people professed 
their faith. A total of 186 by confess ions and adult baptism are recorded during 
his ministry. 

From September, 1943. to l\fay, 1944. our pastor obtained a leaYe of absence 
to pursue post-graduate studies at Pr'.inceton Theological Seminary. 

The growth of our church continued at a regular pace. 

In 1942 we assisted in the o rganization of the Boston Square Church. \ Ve 
have supported the youthful congregation with a substantial contribution to their 
building fund . 

Again in 1946 it became apparent that there was room for another congrega-
tion . Ours and other neighboring churches were not able ito provide room for all 
thoce desiring to attend. The result was that the Calvin Church was organized. 
This brought some relief. 

From time to time ca ll s had come to our pastor· from various churches which 
he declined. H owever, in 1949 he received an appointment as professor of Bible 
in Cah·in College. He felt compelled to accept thi s ca ll and on September 11. 1949. 
he preached his fa rewell on Romans 8: 31-39. He se rved our church for seven 
years and four months. except for the seven months he spent at P rinceton 111 
1943-44. His particular talents will no doubt be benefi cial to the g reater number 
under his tutorship. 

Efforts to fill the vacancy in the parsonage were begun speedily, and with the 
Lord's blessing were crowned with success sho1-tly. The Reverends W . Van 
Peursem, Harold Dekker. and J . C. Verbrugge successively received but clecl111ed 
our cal l. The fourth call was sent to ReY. George Gritter. and to our great joy the 
Lord moved his heart to accept it . 

On Sunday morning, Tanuary 29. we met with joyful and thankful hearts to 
receive our new pastor. The Reverends P . Y. De Jong, John Gritter, and John 
vVeidenaar had a part in the installation service. The Re\'. J ohn Gritter's sermon 
was based on Mark 1 :14. "Jesus came preaching.' ' The 111augural sermon of our 
new pastor in the e\·ening service was on Ephes ians 4: 11. 12, 13. "Jesus l\Iinistering 
to His Chm-ch.'' 

The pastor and his fami ly were welcomed in our midst, and have already found 
a place in our hearts. The pastor has found a g reat deal of work to occupy his 
time in consecrated service. Feeding the fl ock of the Lord Jesus Christ and minis-
tering to its many needs. 

At present we are engaged in expanding our church facilit ies : ma \· thi s also 
lead to greater consecration and service to our God by us all. 

\ \'e ha\·e come to the encl of 25 years of life in the Fuller A\·enue Church. 
Twenity-fiye years of struggle and blessing. Showers of blessings from our faithful 
Covenant Goel 2nd. in comparison. such puny and inadequate service from our side. 

He has owned us and blessed us these 25 years. so that today our church num-
bers nearly 300 families. Let the sentiment of our hearts be, "Nott unto us, not unto 
us. 0 Lord, but to Thee be glory given. fo r Thy mercy and fo r Thy truth' s sake." 
and let us firmly resoh-e to go on from here in the Name of the Triune God. 

PETER D. B OUMA. 
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Growth o f our Congregation from year to year - g1vmg Yaluable information. 

Year 

JULY 
1925 

DEC. 
1926 
1927 
1928 

1929 

Families 

41 

63 
80 

91 

92 
1930 • 107 

1931 11 9 
1932 124 
1933 133 
1934 144 
1935 154 

1936 165 

1937 182 
1938 188 

1939 202 
1940 
1941 

1942 
1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 
1947 

1948 

1949 

210 
220 

237 
256 

262 

268 
278 

272 

286 

294 

Souls 

203 

304 
386 
427 

438 
496 
550 
590 

648 

684 
725 

739 
826 

821 
855 
880 

910 

964 

1013 

1048 

1084 

1073 

1047 
1085 

1100 

Totals at encl of 1949 
July 17 
1950 298 1124 

Totals July 17. 1950 

Confessing Baptized Infants Adults Confession 
Members Members Baptized Baptized of faith Deaths 

148 
186 

211 

217 
274 
299 
310 

361 
382 
401 
413 

464 

466 
513 
531 

549 

580 

630 
657 

683 

679 

668 

685 

696 

715 

3 1 

156 
200 

216 

221 
222 
251 
280 

287 
302 
324 

326 
362 

355 
342 
349 

361 

384 

383 

391 

401 

394 

379 

400 

404 

4 

11 

14 

16 
9 

13 

10 

12 
12 
15 

13 
26 

8 

10 
26 

29 

22 

27 
19 

22 

20 

31 

38 

22 

... ..432 

409 15 
447 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

14 

14 

3 

4 

15 

5 
15 
11 

21 
11 

11 

8 

12 

11 

18 
21 

17 
31 

37 

24 

21 
27 

29 

19 

21 
392 

16 
408 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 

3 

2 

5 
1 

3 

5 

5 

6 

7 

6 

5 

2 

69 

5 
73 

Calvin Church 
Organized 
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First Consistory, 192 5 

TOP ROW (from left to right): J. Kamstra, elder; W. Spoelhof, decaon; N. P. Brouwer, deacon; G. Brander, elder; 
N. Keegstro, deacon; P. Bouma, deacon . 

BOTTOM ROW (from left to right): S. Herrema, elder; H. Bosma, elder; Rev. E. Van Halsema; J. B. Hulst, elder ; 
J. Mersman, elder. 

Consistory, 1950 

TOP ROW (from left fo righ~): G. Boer!ma, C. De Bruin, C. Bos, L. Scherpeni sse, J. Kuipers, D. Schipper, He:iry Bratt , 
R. Stiem sma (Deacons) 

SECOND ROW (left to right ): J. R. Bos, B. W. Hertel , H. Herrema W . C. Buiten, C. Keegstra, J. Timmerman (Elders) 
SEATED (left to right ): E. Marcusse, A. W . Hulst, Rev . G . Gritter, E. Haan, Geo. Brander , H. Huizingh (Elders) 

P aue Fou rteen 
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1925/1950 
F ollowing is a li st of names, in chro nological order. o f all those \Yho sen ·ecl our 

Church as Consistory Members from 1925 to 1950 : 

PA STORS (4 ) 
Re\". E. F . J. Van H alsema 

Rev. G. Gori s 
Re,·. J . \ Veidenaar 

E W ERS (38 ) 
J. B. Hulst 
Henry Bosma 
J ohn Mersman 
Stephen H errema 
J ohn Kamstra 
George Brander 
A rie H. Swets 
Ralph Bos 
B. H. Dice 
\tVm. Meeuwsen 
Isaac Hollemans 
P eter Dieleman 
Lambert T. F lokstra 
B. \V. Hertel 
J ohn A. \ i\Tarners 
P eter D . Bouma 
John K aashoek 
Edwin Y . l\fonsma 
J ohn O rlebeke 
H enry S. Herrema 
Martin Smith 
T ohn Folkema 
E nno R. Haan 
N ick Brouwer 
Nelson Poe] 
\Nm. H. K orfker 
N ick Bierema 
Ed ward Marcusse 
J ohn S. Dykstra 
A. W. H tilst 
Dick Bouma 
B. De Graaf 
l\1artin J. Stob 
H enry Hui zingh 
W m. C. Buiten 
C. W. Keegst ra 
J ohn J. T immerman 
J ohn R. Bos 

Rev. G. Gritter 

DEACONS ( 41 ) 
Nick H . K eegstra 
Wm. _T. Spoelhof 
Peter D . Bouma 
Nick Brouwer 
P eter Keegstra 
J ohn Folkema 
Sidney Rosema 
H enry H ui zingh 
Geo1·ge vV. H ertel 
B. De Graaf 
Martin Smi th 
Dewey Tiemersma 
Gerrit J . Alderink 
N ick Bierema 
Don Stoepker 
Albert Bosscher 
Wm. H. Korfker 
E dward l\farcusse 
Mart in T. Stob 
H enry R. Stuit 
August A. Rooze 
T ohn Ibe1·shof 
:'\ . W . H ulst 
R. Prince 
M. Mersman 
E Dekker 
H enry H . Oosterhouse 
fames K . H aveman 
H arry Greenwood 
A llie Konvndvk 
Clarence Bos , 
Donald Schipper 
Hero Bratt, Jr. 
J ohn J . Straayer 
H. A rthur \tVarners 
Ray Stiemsma 
H enry Bratt 
J am es C. K uipers 
Gerrit J . Boersma 
Leroy 0 . Sherpenisse 
Cornelius De Bruyn 
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Rev. J.B. Swierenga 

Box 231, Gallup, New Mexico 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

On this twenty-fifth anniversary of our Congregation we look back with deep 
gratitude for what God has done in the past. \Ve think of His mercy and grace 
during these years. We prnise and thank Him for what He has clone in spite of our 
fai lures and shortcomings and lack of faith. 

Let us, however, not only obsen·e and recall what Goel has wrought but as we 
face the future let us look eagerly ahead to know wha,t He will do. And when we 
consider the missionary aspect of the church wiith the above in mind, it seems there 
is no more fitting scr,ipture passage than John 10 :16. "And other sheep I have, 
which are not of ,this fold : them also I must bring. and they shall hear my voice; 
and they shall become one flock, one shepherd." 

This passage tells us what Jesus has clone in the past. He has gathered a flock 
and put them in one fo ld. Implied in this statement is the truth that there was a 
fold when Jesus was on earth. He gathered the flock together. That was a won-
derful task accomplished. Nothing less than cli\'ine power, wisdom, and love could 
bring a large group of sinful people together. Their Yery sinful nature is bound 
to cause divisions. But in spite of that fact He brings them together. He did so 
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then and is doing so now. He has clone so with Fuller A venue. H e has brought 
us together . Though our unity is not perfect as yet, we know that He will perfect 
that which He has begun. But though we are not what we will be one day, yet the 
facit is that here and now a great work of grace has been accomplished. How we 
should praise Him for bringing us into the fold ! 

However, there ·is still a greater work to be clone. Other sheep must be brought 
in. In the clays ,when Jesus spoke these words the believers among the Jews were 
the flock, and those that would be believers among the Gentiles (non-Jews) were 
the other sheep. Now, many •of the "other sheep" have been brought in. \Ve of 
the Fuller Avenue Congregation are just a few of the many. Still there are others 
that must be gathered. These Jesus will bring together. But He uses means as He 
does in so many other spheres. He uses the Church; its prayers, gifts, and wit-
ness ing. He through the Church sends out missionaries to those who as yet know 
Him not. Fuller Avenue has sent missionaries to the Madison Square district of 
Grand Rapids, to the Navahos of New l\Iexico, and to the Africans in Nigeria . 
Those who are His ·chosen ones will beline the Gospel and will gather with His 
own. At first they may be very weak in the faith and ignorant of the Scriptures, 
but He through His servants will build them up, and they too will be perfected. 
Then in Heaven . regardless of race and tongue, they will gather with us around 
our Shepherd . 

A nd lest we be di scouraged let us note the promise of success. " . . . They shall 
hear my voice; and they shall become one flock. one shepherd. " There is no doubt 
about it. His sheep shall hear and become one fl ock. As it has happened so often 
before. it will continue to the end of time. There fore let us not be discouraged. It 
is our privilege as a congregation to be engaged in a calling that is greater than all 
others. It not only brings blessings to men and women now, but will bear fruit for 
eternity. Further, every person that is com·erted brings glory to God for he turns 
from sin. Sin dishonors God. Turning from it honors Him. Further, a Sa \·ed 
person praises Goel fo r His lo\·e and grace. There is no g reater way of glorifying 
God than to bring people to a saving knowledge of Christ. 

This work will not fail. \\Te may have to wa:it, work hard , pray much. but it 
will not fail. \ i\lhat a privi lege! \Vhat a high calling! And how satisfying! 

Yours in Him. 

r. B. SwIEREKGA. 

Pa_qe Seventeen 
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Rev. Peter Dekker 

Sudan Cni tecl .:\Iission. Lupwe, \Vukari Yia i\Iakurdi 
August 6, 1950 

Dear Fellow .:\Iembers in Chri st: 

The Lord has indeed honoured the faith of those \rho organized t hi s congrega-
tion 25 years ago. .-\ s we rejoice with you in spi rit we a re reminded of the words 
of Isaiah in chapter 2: 2-3. "In the latter clays the mountain of Jehovah's house 
shall be establi shed on the top of the mountain s and shall be exalted above the hills." 
While I do realize that Isaiah is fir st of all speaking prophetically of the Jews as 
heirs of glory in Ch r1 st, we in these "latter clays," in this Gospel age, surely have 
seen its fulfilment. See what great things Goel has clone for our congregation! 
"The mountain of Jehovah's house has both been establi shed and exalted! The 
faithfu l preaching of the Gospel has borne rich fruit : the covenant promises ha\·e 
been realized in many of our young people. and the older fo lks can test ify of the 
fa ithfulness of Jehovah in dealing with them. Catechism classes. the Sunday School 
and the various societi es have been instrumental in building up a well in fo rmed 
laity grounded in God's \,Vorel. They ha\'e not degenerated into mere social clubs 
and we pray that they nev~r will. Goel has moved the hearts of His people to give 
liberally to kingdom causes so that thi s church might do its part for the advance-
ment of God's kingdom in its midst and in its Grand Rapids em·iron ment. but also 
upon the mission fields of New l\Iex ico and Kigeria. There has been concern for 
those who do not know the Sav,iour. Thus in Fuller A. \·enue Chu rch we see as it 
were a local manifestation of ''the mountain of Jehm·ah's House establi shed on the 
top of the mountains; towering abm·e al l the hill s.'' As a manifestation of God's 
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kingdom it towers above all the social and community enterprises of the past 25 
years in this city. Even the business world with its vast financial outlay and its mag-
nificent expansion during the past quarter century is dwarfed by what God has 
done here. 

Of course, it is necessary for us to have the proper perspective, the perspective 
of I saiah if we a re to have an eye for all thi s. 'vVe do thank the Lord fo r twenty-
fi ve years of existence; for mater,ial prosperity and for the phenomenal increase 
in membership. But, our g lory is in those who are her sons and daughters, who 
say. "Come, let us go up to the mountain of J ehovah, to ithe house of the Goel of 
Jacob and he will teach us of hi s ways, and we will walk in his- paths." They are 
the fruit s of the work of the Holy Spirit in our congregation. 

But. now we ought to go one step fm0ther with the promise as he visuali zes a 
still 11101·e radiant glory. "All nations fl ow into it" and amongst them are also 
people who say, "Come let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of 
the Goel of Jacob. and he will teach us of his ways and we will walk in his paths." 
Thus Isaiah in Yision transcended time and rej o·icecl greatly. In thi s our clay of 
great rejoicing, let us transcend space. See the multitude of A frican s enter God's 
house on the Lord's Day with you ; see our fine young men enter the society room 
with you on Friday night ( as we are wont to do) to study Scripture; ' hear our 
ladies reading the yery same passages that you study ,in your meet·ings. And be 
aware that this is duplicated at the Madison Square M ission and on the Indian 
i\fission Field too. I look upon thi s as a vision of encouragement in this the 25th 
year of F uller Avenue's ex1stence. May Goel continue to give a ri ch measure of 
Hi s Spirit to Rev. Gritter and to the Consistory in the years that lie ahead. 

These greetings come to you from Rev. and M rs. P. Dekker, your ambassadors 
to "the nations that shall flow into it" in A fri ca. 

Sincerely, 

REV. AND MRS. P . DEKKER. 

Pa.(Je N ·i11 etee11 
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Rev. Walter Dubois 

Congratulations, dear friends ! 

\Ve want to rejoice with you, because Christ our King has blessed you. By His 
grace and Spirit you have been a blessing to us. a ll of us at l\faclison Square. 

\Ve want 1:o thank you. as we thank our Goel for you. \Ve deeply appreciate 
your prayers, friendl y ,·isits. genernus help, ready co-operation. edifying fellow-
ship , and inspiring encouragement. 

All our people a1·e thankful and delighted to lea rn that you are co-operating 
to build a chapel for the worship o f our Goel and Savior. All of us look forward 
to meeting with you there . This dream itself is an inspiration to us. 

::\fay the Lord generously reward you. l\fay He bl ess you with many pros-
perous yea rs ahead. \Ve are certain that your Ii fe for Him here shall continue in 
the perfect world to come. 

* 
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Yours Yery sincerely, 
REv. \ V ALTER D uBOIS. 
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Miss Gertrude Holkeboer 

Dear Friends of the Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church: 

Greetings and congratulations from your friends at the Madison Square Gos-
pel Center. Throughout your entire history you have supported us with your gifts 
and, we feel confident, also with your prayers. For this we are humbly grateful. 

'Ne rejoice too that some of our number were brought to the Lord through 
your work here and are now your brothers and sisters in Him. Pray much for 
them and for those who are yet to be brought in. 

Wishing you God's continued bless ing, 

* 

Your friends at the M. S. G. C. 
(per GERTRUDE H6LKEBOER) 

Par;e T1l'e11ty-011e 
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Thursday Evening, March 8, 1951, 7:45 o'Clock 

Organ and Piano Prelude : "Fantasie Triomphale" Martin 
l\IRs. VAUGHN \V. KERSTETTER AKD l\fRs. \VrLLIA11r 1-.;: oRFKER 

Singing. Psalter Hymnal No. 15 THE CONGREGATION 

I nYocation and Remarks REV. G. GRITTER 

Anthem: "GiYe Thanks U nto the Lord Harborn e 
THE CHOIR 

Add ress REV. E. F. J. V,\:--1 HALSEMA 

Solo: '·How Lovely I s Thy D1Yelling Place'' Brah111s 
:\fRS. TREKA HAAN 

1\ddress REv. G. GoRrn 

Organ and Piano Duet: ·'The Lord's P rayer" Jl!fa.lotte 
:\IRS. VA-CGHN \V. KERSTETTER AKD l\fRS. \ VILLTA:\f T,ORFKER 

Address REI". l \V EIDENAAR 

Anthem: "The Good Shepherd" ' Va n de Water 
THE CHOIR 

Greetings REV. PETER DEKKER AKD REV. J. B. SWIERENGA 

Singing, Psalter Hymnal No. 297 THE CONGREGATION 

Closing Prayer REv. ]. C. DE KoRNE 

* * * 
."lfter the program refreshments ,,•ill be scr1.1ed 111 th e baseme11t, and opportw,it_v 

ic•ill be qiveu to inspect th e new addition to our church. 

Pa[le T-..,•c11ts-ttt'O 

SILVER ANNIVERSARY Full er Ave nue Chr ist ion Reformed Church 

\Ve wish to take thi s opportunity to thank the Com-
mittee for arranging thi s program as well as the Anni-
versary Booklet. Members of the committee are: l\fr. 
Clarence Bos, l\fr. Henry Herrema, and l\fr. Henry 
Huizingh. 

Also our appreciation to the Expansion Committee 
for assuming the great re spo n s ibilit y for the New 
Addition. The members: l\Ir. B. Ondersma, chairman ; 
l\Ir. Ed Borgman, l\Ir. C. Bos. ?lfr. G. Hertel, l\fr. P. 
l\feeuwsen. Mr. R. Stiemsma. l\lr. M. Van der Ley. 

And a thank you to the Furnishings Committee : 
Mr. B. Onden,ma . l\Ir. :\f. Huizingh, ?IIr. P. E.olkman , 
and ?lfr. J. Folkema. 

Last, but not least, we wish to thank l\fr. Peter D. 
Bouma for putting in hours of time in writing '·Our 
Congregational History ... 

_ 1925-1950 
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