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From the Pastor’s Desk: Lent is Here!
I hope you are 

doing well and 
staying healthy.  You 
know, we are now 
entering the season of 
Lent.  This liturgical 
season begins on Ash 
Wednesday (March 
2 this year) and lasts 
forty days (excluding 
Sundays which are 
always feast days 
celebrating the 
resurrection.)  The 
word Lent originally 
meant “spring” and is to be understood as a time 
to reflect on baptism and its basis in the death 
and resurrection of Jesus.  Lent is a time of rebirth 
and renewal in preparation for the celebration of 
the resurrection.  The liturgical color for Lent is 
purple, which suggests somberness and solemnity.  
During Lent special emphasis is placed on spiritual 
cleansing, penitence, humility, self-examination, 
meditation on the wonder and mystery of God’s 
amazing love, and a deepening of the devotional 
life of the mind and heart.  

The word “spirituality” is oftentimes uttered 
during this liturgical season.  This term’s modern 
technical use includes piety, the devout life, and 
an interior life of prayer; and yet it means even 
more than all of this.  As the twentieth century 
Roman Catholic theologian and cardinal Hans Urs 
von Balthasar put it; “it means the way a person 
understands his/her own ethically and religiously 
committed existence, and the way he/she acts and 
reacts habitually to this understanding.”  During 
Lent, then, there is a stress on examining the 
spiritual life, getting in better touch with ones’ 
spirituality through the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit, and living the life our Lord calls for 
Christians to live.  

Praying, fasting, and charitable giving, the 
disciplines of Lent, are stressed and practiced 
by many during the forty days.  Other practices 
include meditating and reading and studying the 

scriptures.  Regarding 
the latter, I refer 
you to the Book of 
Psalms, as the Psalms 
are hymns quite rich 
in meditative value.  

The psalmists get 
right down in the 
trenches of life and 
express common 
yearnings, questions, 
and responses of 
humanity.  As we 
read them, we may 

find ourselves identifying with the psalmists 
emotionally and spiritually.  Psalms, in a sense, 
are laughs and cries to God.  I encourage you to 
read Psalms during Lent.  Include this as part 
of your spiritual discipline.  You might just feel 
inspired and connected to the psalmists in their 
songs to God.  God will richly bless you in your 
spiritual journeys through life as you read and 
study the Book of Psalms.  “To you, O Lord, I lift 
up my soul.”  (ESV, Psalm 25:1)



As we move toward set-up on Sunday, March 27, 
there are some items that we still need. Boy teen and 
girl teen clothing is first on the list, towels and wash 
cloths (new or used) is second, and finally, we are very 
short on knick-knacks. We will begin with the set-
up following Spirit Cellar on the 27th so, hopefully, 
we can all move downstairs afterward to unload the 
boxes and get the donations displayed for Monday.  
If you are interested in helping but can’t get there 
on Sunday, your 
assistance would be 
greatly appreciated 
on Monday, March 
28, beginning at 8:00 
a.m. and lasting until 
lunchtime.
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News

Pastoral Acts

Wednesday 
Lenten schedule

We will worship at St. John’s UCC on Ash 
Wednesday, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  We look 
forward to being with our fellow Christians 
from St. John’s that evening!  St Johns is also 
inviting us to a supper of soup and bread at 6:00 
p.m. (with the understanding that some may not 
want to chance it as COVID is hardly past tense 
yet.)

For the rest of Lent, each congregation will 
hold its own worship services on the subsequent 
Wednesdays in Lent.  Here, you can either 
worship at 12:15 p.m. at our weekly Mid-Week 
Devotions or you can come to special Lent en 
services at 7:00 p.m.  These services will feature 
some music, prayers, scripture reading, and 
meditation.  All are encouraged to attend our 
special evening Lenten services.  Unfortunately, 
due to the pandemic, we will forgo the Lenten 
suppers this year.  

At the January council meeting, the group was 
organized for 2022. The officers remained the same 
for 2022 (Riley Bowles - Secretary, Suzane Yendall – 
Treasurer, Joe Turek - Vice President, Scott Hildebrand 
– President) – installation was on 2/6.

Pastor Dan reported on his busy month including 
visiting all the shut-ins, planning the restart of 
catechism in February, stewardship and other activities 
including an upcoming baptism.

Financial results were reviewed...leading to 
discussions on budgeting and the importance of 
effective stewardship in 2022. Please remember to 
support the church with all the gifts God provides in 
2022!

The call committee continues to make progress 
towards finding our next Pastor. A replacement 
member was added to the team in late January.

The February council business was handled by email 
(without a meeting).  The next council meeting is 3/10!

Spring Sunday School Line Up

The following list contains the topics being 
presented during the 10-10:30 a.m. time between 
services.  We are looking forward to seeing all of you 
at these sessions.  There will be different teachers and 
styles each week.  We will also have options available 
for kids during this time as well.  

March 6 – Women of the Bible
March 13 – Women of the Bible
March 20 - Women of the Bible
March 27 – NO session. (Please volunteer to help set
   up for Food Distribution in the Social Hall)
April 3 – The Science of God by Beth Brown
April 10 – The Science of God by Beth Brown
April 17 Easter – Join us for a sweet morning treat 
   and social time in the Welcome Center
April 24 – Women of the Bible
May 1 – Women of the Bible 
May 8 – Mothers’ Day Treat and Social, Bring Mom
   with you!
May 15 – Women of the Bible
May 22 – Women of the Bible
May 29 – Memorial Day Remembrance Interactive

Food Panry 
News

February 2, 2022 Funeral – Edward Hartman 
passed away on February 1, 2022.  Services 
were held at Etzweiler Funeral Home.  
Edward was interred at St. Luke’s Lutheran 

Church in New Bridgeville.

Pastor Dan also made nineteen pastoral visits, as well 
as some pastoral phone calls in the month of February.
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Come enjoy this month’s cabinet 
display. We are getting ready for 
Ash Wednesday and Easter by 
putting pictures of Jesus’ early life 
into the cabinet

What’s in the Display Case?

We were finally able to 
meet in February and we 
chose the York County 
Book of the Year.  ‘One 
Book, One Community: 
Our Region Reads’ event 
invites York readers to vote 
on a book.  Announced 
in October, the winner 

is widely available to be checked out for reading in 
January.  Our contact is library volunteer, Geri Jacobs.  
She has been able to secure copies for us through our 
book club account.  See the website:  http://www.oboc.
org for more details about the On Book Read.  The 
website has this to say about this book:

“The winning title, The Life We Bury, tells the story 
of Joe Talbert who had avoided doing his college 
English class assignment until it was almost too late. 
Interviewing an old person about his life didn’t sound 
all that interesting. Who cared? He had enough trouble 
dealing with his own life and family issues. Like his 
alcoholic, bi-polar mother and his autistic brother 
Jeremy. But when Joe decides to interview a Vietnam 
vet convicted of a murder 30 years ago who was living 
at a nearby nursing home, he thinks maybe it won’t be 
so boring after all.” 

When a book wins the 
title, there are extras such as 
reader’s guides to improve 
the experience.  We invite 
anyone to join us who loves 
to read.  We are able to secure 
extra copies for those wanting 
to take part in our discussion.  
We meet every third Thursday 
at 6:30 p.m.  This month, we 
will meet on March 17.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:  

swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’ll take care of the rest.

The legend of the Sand Dollar

There's a pretty little legend
That I would like to tell

Of the birth and death of Jesus
Found in this lowly shell.

If you examine closely,
You'll see that you find here

Four nail holes and a fifth one
Made by a Roman's spear.
On one side the Easter lily,

Its center is the star
That appeared unto the shepherds

And led them from afar.
The Christmas poinsettia,
Etched on the other side

Reminds us of His birthday,
Our happy Christmastide.

Now break the center open,
And here you will release

The five white doves awaiting
To spread Good will and peace.

This simple little symbol,
Christ left for you and me

To help us spread His Gospel
Through all eternity.

erma’s inspirations
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Wedding Anniversaries

March 
Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

March’s flowers:

April’s flowers:

The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader

Lutheran Camping 

23- Kay & Raymond Mansberger
23- Robert & Cindy Strobeck
25- Karen & Thomas Traina
27- Will & Robin Bennett

02- Patricia Golden
02- Brian Shaffer
03- Barbara Taute
04- Joyce Arnold
04- Lynn Herbst
05- Doris Jones
05- Joshua Ricci
06- Brett Fishel
07- Carly Bennett
09- Suzanne Laucks-Bova
10- Geraldine Jacobs
10- Taylor Jones
12- Jacob Hartman
12- Kirt Peters
14- Marie Fales
15- Amy Hartman

15- Kenneth Turner
16- April Gaeta
17- Celeste Barnhill
21- Alyssa Francis
23- Richard Jacobs
23- Tom Kerr
24- Joshua Arnold
25- Robert Haag
27- Kendra Shaffer
28- Sandy Shaffer
28- Sara Vigna
29- James Fishel
29- Gretchen Grim
30- Thomas Kuhn
30- Luke Shaffer
31- Dalton Fishel

06 - In memory of Mary E Rhine & Mr 
       & Mrs C Richard Rhine
13 - In honor of our children Ryan, 
       Emily & their spouses & our 
       grandchildren by the Strobeck 
       family
20 – The glory of God
27 - In memory of the deceased 
       member of the Fishel Family by 
       Dee Bowles & family

03 - In memory of deceased members
        of the Golden & Coeyman 
        families by Mr & Mrs Ron 
        Golden
10 - In memory of Atty & Mrs 
        Samuel Laucks Sr. by the family
17 - In memory of Atty & Mrs 
        Samuel S Laucks Jr, Mr & Mrs 
        John S Kopec by Dr & Mrs 
        Samuel S Laucks
      -The altar cross is in memory of 
        the deceased family members of 
        the Turner & Kupp families
24 – In memory of the deceased 
        members of the choir by Richard 
        Rhine

Lenten Day Apart:  March 
12 at 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at 
the Whittel Farm.  Begin your 
Lenten journey to Easter by 
joining us for a day apart.

Quilting Weekend:  March 
18 – March 20 at Kirchenwald.  

Bring your own projects or learn techniques from 
experienced quilters.  Enjoy a weekend apart.

Summer Camp Open House:  March 20 at 2 – 4:30 
p.m. at Kirchenwald and Nawakwa.  You are invited 
to visit both camps on March 20 and April 10.  Take a 
tour of camp with members of our summer staff and 
see what camp is all about.  As a bonus, we will give 
a $10 gift certificate for the camp store to every brand-
new camper!
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