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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give 3 hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

e,
The rostered ministers of the
Lower Susquehanna Synod
received the following letter
from Bishop Dunlop concerning
political diversity. Although it
was addressed specifically to
rostered ministers, it is a good
reminder to ALL Christians
who are modeling Christ in
community:

herefore
encouragea
ane another
and build
each othear
up, just as

— 1 Thessalonians 5:11
Dear Lower Susquehanna
Synod Rostered Ministers,

As we continue to navigate the complexities of
our ministries and the world around us during
this election season, I would encourage you to
be mindful of the political diversity within our
congregations. Our mutual calling is to strengthen
and uplift the body of Christ, creating respectful
and welcoming spaces for conversation that bring
us together rather than divide us. As Paul reminds
us, “Let us therefore make every effort to do what
leads to peace and to mutual edification” (Romans
14:19). This reflects Christ’s love that includes
everyone.

I am reminded of Martin Luther's powerful
interpretation of the Eighth Commandment: to
present our neighbors in the best possible light.
This interpretation is a call to Christian leadership
rooted in love, grace, and respect for all people,
regardless of their agreement with us. We are united
in Christ’s love—a love that is not conditional and
doesnot depend on shared opinions or perspectives.
Instead, grace flows freely from Christ alone.

When we cannot find something graceful to say,
ﬁerhaps the most faithful response is to pause and

old silence, allowing God'’s Spirit to fill that space
with something more fruitful than our own words.
In doing so, we embody the very love that Jesus has
shown us—God’s own heart—a heart that loves
unconditionally, forgives abundantly, and seeks
the good in everyone. Our commitment as leaders
is to share Christ’s light, even in challenging
conversations.

As a gentle reminder, religious leaders of non-
profit, tax-exempt organizations should not
endorse or oppose any specific candidate or
political party from the pulpit or through official

Lutheran!

church channels, including
social media. However, we
can advocate for Christian
« ®values, such as justice,
compassion, and peace. As
we lead our congregations
through this season, let us
do so with a spirit of Christ’s
hope. Together, we can help
our communities navigate
this time with faith, integrity,
and 1grace. Thank you for
your taithful service.

Yours in Christ,
James S. Dunlop

Consider that when we post to social media, our
readers, whether we are speaking on behalf of the
church or sharing our personal views, are more likely
to judge our words as if they are coming from our
Christian identity. If in doubt about how your posts or
comments will be received, the Bishop reminds us ALL
that to endorse or oppose any specific candidate or
political party (especiaﬁy if the reader/hearer mistakes
our words as being associated with a whole church
stance) could jeopardize our non-profit, tax-exempt
status.

Instead of sharing our political views, the Bisho
reminds us we can advocate for Christian values, suc
as justice, compassion, and peace.

Let us pray for peace during the next two months of
the campaigning and during the elections.

Your Sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie
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OUTDOORS IN OCTOBER!

JLET REARY FOR A FALL CELEBRATHIN
IN GOD'S CREATION

This is a combined worship event. We will be in the
Bass Pavilion at William Kain Park. We have “This Way
Up’ coming as our guest musicians for our worship
in the park. Bring a dish to share and drinks and we
will provide the meat, fruit, and dinnerware. Sign up
in the Welcome Center to R.S.V.P to let us know how
much we will need.

REBUILD RETREAT
_OCTOBER 26 AT 9AM

HALLOWEEN ON THE
STREET

WA TATAE

We are also offering spaces for vehicles to participate
in our first Trunk or Treat. If you don’t get a lot of trick
or treaters at your home, and want to dress up and
hand out candy, reserve your space today to participate
in Trunk or Treat. Reach out to Kristine 717-825-5431 if
interested in a space.

October 20th. Please RSVP

Oktoberfest is Sunda
K so we can be prepared with

by Sunday October 13t
enough food.

CHURCH@ 1

Publisher’s Note: The Council minutes

COUN C'[(blt
are editted for space. Ask a Council N
member if you want to know more.

Social Ministry: Clothing ministry during food
distribution was very successful. Beth mentioned there
is a need of toys for the next distribution. Kristine
mentioned the plans for Halloween on the Street. New
Year's Eve will now be chaired by Kristine.

Mission & Discipleship: Kristine announced the
upcoming candy sale, the Bazaar on 11/30, and a repeat
of the Christmas Shoebox project.

Music & Worship: Outside service on 10/6 at Lake
Williams, New liturgy starts 9/15.

Parish Ed: Wired Word is the next series.

Property: Snow removal service search, Mark
reviewed a to do list he was given and and reported
progress on the clothing ministry project. A discussion
of the replacement of the security system was held.
Simply Safe is a system being considered.

Food Pantry: 106 families served, Red Lion
Homecoming food drive on 9/27, Food Pantry Summit
in October at Living Word, may need some repairs to
a freezer door.

Old Business
Kristine reported on the donations received for the
clothing ministry ( $1250 so far, hangers and clothing

racks donated by Cape Horn Western and Blymire's
Church}.

New Business

Sanctuary changes as follows: the kneeler will
be repurposed to a prayer area. Discussed how to
accommodate wheelchairs and walkers by removing
some pews to provide spaces.

Pastor Debbie introduced the issue of repairing the
grand piano. The cost of repairs is extensive, and Grace

oes not have those funds at this time. Chris Jacobs
offered some alternatives to selling/giving away the
piano. Ronnie will contact a vendor to inquire about
the market for grand pianos. Chris will reach out to
Tom Smith to inquire about repair opportunities.

Lift Seminars: next one is October 15 Pastor will
attend. Kristine reported on the grant program from
Community Aide that is currently open. A community
garden is proposed. We will submit a grant request.

Kristine introduced the proposed yard signs to make
available to members to put in their yards. She shared
3 bids ranging from $6 to $29 each.

Dee reported on the success of the block party.

Suzanne shared that the budget for 2025 is 95%
complete. Salaries to be added.



REBUILD IS COMING OCTOBER 26!
Strategic Planning Work — You Are Invited to Shape the

Results!

Hi everyone —my name is Dave Daubert and I am the pastor/consultant
who has been working with your leadership to look ahead to your
future. I'm paid for by your congregation and the synod to help you
sort out what God is up to and wants you to be up to as a congregation.

Over the past few months, a team of leaders in your congregation
have been workinﬁ to gain input and insights about the church and its
people as well as the community surrounding you in the Red Lion area.
You've had listening sessions in worship during the sermon times. Team
members have been at community events asking people questions. Team
members have been out interviewing leaders and knowledgeable people to learn what is going well around you
and where the church can have an impact.

Now it is close to time to figure out what all of this means and what God is calling you to do about it!

On Saturday, October 26 I will be there to lead your congregation in a discernment retreat. We will gather
between 8:30 and 9:00 a.m. to get coffee and morning refreshments and plan to start the activity right at 9:00 a.m.
sharp. We should be done by 3:00 p.m. There will be breaks and lunch will be included.

During the time there we will be looking at all the materials that have been gathered from the congregational
dialog sermons and groups. We will look through the many ideas and concerns that have come from the people
in the community. And we will pray and work with them to discern what it is that God wants you to do about
what you have heard.

Most of the day will be in small groups around tables — you'll be talking and working to share ideas and
articulate what you think God wants. I will give instructions and facilitate but you will do most of the work and
most of the talking!

We'll spend time listening to each other’s ideas and narrow things down so by the end of the day, we’ll have
what we need to articulate your purpose as a congregation, our principles/values that shape your work, and the
priorities that you think God wants you to focus on both within and outside the congregation. We won’t get it
word smithed by the end of the day, but you will all know the content — it will literally be written on the wall!

If you want to be a part of discerning and articulating your congregation’s ministry strategy — plan to be there!
We want to do a good job and if you want to join the work and have eyes to see and share your insights as part
of it, you will want to be a part of the day. Leaders are expected to be there — but anyone who wants to help
see what God is saying and {:elp your congregation be clearer about God’s desires for the church in Red Lion is
welcome to be involved.

Once you have these things, we’ll work to clean them up and bring them back to council for approval and the
congregation so we can move ahead. I will also write a report for you that looks at your finances, your facilities,
your current ministry and makes some observations and recommendations. That may help all of you gain some
insights that help you move ahead as well!

I am looking forward to being with you on October 26 for a Saturday of discerning.

UPCOMING HOLIDAY EVENTS
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WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

Chris_,tmas Bazaar
preview!

The Christmas Bazaar is coming back!
The October display will be featuring
things that will be available for sale.

What a wonderful opportunity to get
Kour Christmas shopping done right

ere. There is lots to do, so if you have
a mind to get into the holiday spirit by
helping, check in with Kristine to see
what is on the list.

We are accepting applications for vendor table rentals.
The applications can be found in the church office. Cost
for each table is $25 for non-church members and FREE
for our church members. Donations are appreciated.
If you know someone who would like to participate
as a vendor, please pass along this information and an
application.

We are also looking for volunteers to make the event
happen, running the kitchen during the event, set up
and teardown, as well as manning the event itself. More
information will be coming out to sign up to volunteer.
Lots of hands make light work! We make it easy to fit
into your schedule and benefit our community.
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BIBLE STUD
Did you know that Pastor Debbie leads TWO Bible
Study opportunities on Wednesdays? The afternoon
study is at 12:30 p.m. and the evening study is held
at 6:30 p.m. The word on the street is that they are
amazing! She added an evening time so those who
have obligations during the day can hear what it is
all about. The theme of the week is the same for both
times. It is truly worth making time for.

Wemt Bo Receive Ghe Bedceon
Electronicdlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We'll take care of the rest.
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DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

. Discovery and Connection
. sessions are meeting from 10:00
-10:30 a.m. Everyone is invited
to share in the lessons that are
presented!

. Exciting News: beginning on
October 13, we are having TWO
new Discovery and Connection

groups. One group is for children from Pre-K to 2nd

grade. The second %roup is for 6th to 9th graders.

We will guide the children to the meeting place for

their session. The adult class is using the DVD series

by Amy Jill Levin called Sermon on the Mount: A

Beginner’s Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven in October

and November. This month’s schedule:

Oct. 6 Outdoor Church Service: (No Discovery &
Connection)

Oct. 13 Sermon on the Mount - The Beatitudes

Oct. 20 October Fest (No Discovery & Connection)

Oct. 27 Sermon on the Mount - Practicing Piety

ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

This monthly column is inspired by Erma Grim. She has a
life-long interest in Christian inspirational messages, and has a
large collection from various sources. Currently, The Beacon is
working through a book owned by Erma entitled: Between-Time
Meditations by Samuel F. Page and published by The Bethany
Press, St. Louis, MO in 1954
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October 26

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Please arrive by 8:30 a.m., as we
will begin promptly at 9:00 a.m.
Breakfast and lunch will be provided.

Consider participating as this will help
determine the direction for our church.
Please RSVP so we can make sure to
have enough food for everyone and can
plan how many groups we will have.

LUTHERAN CAMPING

There is always something

happening in our Lutheran camp

locations. What a way to find a

different relationship with God

= and community. The events for

October are listed in more detail

on the website:  https://www.

lutherancamping.org/ You can also

call for more information on the events below at 717-
677-8211.

October 1-3 - Book Study retreat at Nawakwa. A Book
Study Retreat at Nawakwa. All meals (7) are included
in the price and served at the Dining Hall. This retreat
is led by Sister Marianne Brock.

October 5 from 4-9:00 p.m. — Party with a Purpose
at Kirchenwald. Please join us for a night of fun and
fundraising! A Party with a Purpose! Dinner, Silent &
Live Auctions, Live Music, & Giveaways, Benefiting
Kirchenwald!

October 6 from 3-5:30 p.m. - Capture the Flag Spectacular
at Kirchenwald. Review your camp map, paint your
face, and practice your cone zone celebration dance.
Campfire worship to follow.

October 6 at 5:00 p.m. — Dinner Church at the Whittel
Farm. Dinner Church is a community gathered around
a shared meal to listen, connect, sing, pray, eat, drink,
and be with God in creation. Bring some food to share.

October 19 from 5-9:00 p.m. — A Night for Nawakwa.
Please join us for a night of fun and fundraising,
celebrating Nawakwa’s 95th Anniversary! Dinner,
Drinks, Games and Giveaways, Trivia, Life Music.

October 27 from 1-6:00 p.m. at both Nawakwa and
Kirchenwald. Fall Folliage Day. Return to camp for
the afternoon to enjoy fall activities, worship, and a
picnic supper. An evening meal is included.

BOOK CLUB

October’s book is Five Days
Left by Julie Lawson Timmer.
Goodreads.com has this to say
about the book:

Mara Nichols is a successful
lawyer, devoted wife, and
adoptive mother who has received a life-shattering
diagnosis. Scott Coffman, a middle school teacher, has
been fostering an eight-year-old boy while the boy’s
mother serves a jail sentence. Scott and Mara both have
five days left until they must say good-bye to the ones
they love the most.

Through their stories, Julie Lawson Timmer explores
the individual limits of human endurance and the

ower of relationships, and shows that sometimes
oving someone means holding on, and sometimes it
means letting go.

We meet every third .
Thursday in the Welcome e .
Center at 6:30 p.m. We have i
the ability to get our features s
books through the York
County Library System to
borrow FOR FREE! All that .
we are missing is you. Come »
join us if you love to read. ' X
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HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, %)ublicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

CHURCH

Part of everyone’s faith is supposed to be active
service. We have many ministries here that can serve
that purpose in your life. This community is at its best
if everyone is involved, not just coming once a week
for an hour. Here are just of few of the ways you can
serve:

Social Ministry: aka “Feeding Ministry”
The purpose of the Social Ministry is a ministry of
feeding the church and neighbors. Skills necessary in
feeding people include: calculating food quantities for
large gatherings, food preparation, cooking, organizing,
being social and welcoming, fellowshipping, and
having fun. There are currently only three people
on the Social Ministry team: Jack and Ellen Warntz
and Beth Hollingworth. Jack grew up in his family’s
restaurant business and knows how to feed people
from purchasing to preparation to presentation of
food. Both he and Ellen coordinated the food truck for
the Cadet’s Drum and Bugle Corp. beginning in 1984
when Andy was only nine years old. They continued
to support the Cadets until their granddaughter, Cara,
aged out in 2022. They work well as a team. Beth also
loves to dabble in cooking, and she hosts tea parties.

The way this group has been feeding the church
and neighbors is by organizing the following events:
Oktoberfest, Halloween on the Street, the meal portion
of the New Year’s Eve party, Grace’s yard/food sale,
Lenten Mid-week meals, and our Outdoor picnics.
The money raised from the yard/food sale goes to fund
Halloween on the Street and New Year’s Eve. The
Good News Bible study account helps support the rest.

Social Ministry committee relies on many volunteers
to make these meals a success. Jack and Ellen are a
huge part of the fruitfulness of this ministry. Meetings
are held as needed. If you are interested, please speak
to Jack or Ellen Warntz.

Misson and Discipleship Ministry: aka

“Greeting Ministry”

The purpose of the Mission and Discipleship Ministry
is to reach out to those in need in our community
and within our membership. We strive to keep our
members involved and engaged both in the church
and in the community. We accomplish this by:

*Writing cards to those with birthdays, loss,
graduation, or illness
eParticipating in the Red Lion Street Fair, tabling

events (i.e. The Rev’s games),
and Building Bridges for Brianna
ePreparing meals for the
homeless and for those who can’t
cook for themselves (i.e. the sick
and/or homebound)
eStock the “Welcome Bags’ for
little visitors, and ‘Visitor Bags’
for adults, and stuff Halloween
bags
*Organize Trunk-or-Treat and yard displays
*Organize fundraisers for special needs
*Hold a Christmas Bazaar and free haircut day
*Maintain the bulletin board in the entrance way
*Organize “Operation Christmas Child”
* Assist other committees when additional support is
needed

Meetings are held once a month on the third Tuesday
of the month. Adult beverages are often available for
attendees. They would love for you to join their group.
If you are interested, please speak to Deb Warntz,
Sandy Shaffer, Tammy Golden, Krista Kiehner,
Kristine Cousler-Womack, Priscilla and Joe Turek, or
Carol Wagner.

Public Relations Ministry: aka The Beacon
This ministry gets the word out! At times, we have
designed and coordinated the church photo directories,
managed the website design and content, photography
services, online mailings, and we are still into doing
these things if someone wants us to. Currently, our
primary focus is to publish The Beacon each month.

The current team on The Beacon you may know from
reading the back page: Chris Jacobs edits the incoming
content, Dee Kerr and Ellen Warntz proofread the
final layout, and Jen Rudolf lays out the newsletter
as publisher. We also consider Teryl as an unofficial

member, because we couldn’t do our work without
her.

If you enjoy writing, editing, or have always wanted
a career in journalism in any part of the process, we
would welcome more eyes, typing, and ears. We don’t
really meet, we just collaborate.

FUN FACT: The Beacon takes approximately 10-
20 hours of combined eyes, computer prowess, and
writing each month!
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VY niore child size
capsimad wh'f October 13th

Callin all crafters' We are making homemade caps
for children at the elementary school. We need 40 or
more that are sized for 5-7 year olds and made from
acrylic or superwash wool only so they can be washed.
Please see Sharon Hont to learn more.
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Each month The Beacon reports who 1s
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
October’s flowers:

] 06 - In memory of our grandmothers,
Doris Workinger & Dollie Miller, by
Samantha & Dylan Miller

1 13 - In memory of Mr & Mrs Augustus
Neiman, Mr& Mrs Woodrow Fix &

Mr & Mrs Wiley Flinchbaugh by the
Flinchbaugh & Fix families M
- The pedestal flowers are in memory
of the deceased loved ones by Ed
Dellinger & famil
7 . 20 - In memory 02] Granny & Mom from
. " Dee, Tom, Krista, Lillie & Gab &

27 - In memory of Phil Golden by Pat
Golden & family
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November’s flowers:

03 - In memory of Sterling & Arlene
Smith by Tom Smith & family

10 - In memory of Katherine Meyer for
giving us the land to build our church by
John Heininger .

17 —In memory of Luther & Margaret
T Curran & Jacob & Ruth Keener by their

children & the family
Q 24 - In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the
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Order forms dstributed Octobir 20th
Order forms due Nov th

n Candy pickip Naw 24th batween servces

Froceeds benefit Wission ard Disciplesh
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October Celebrations
Birthdays

02 Amy Steinke-Fleming

08 Beth Hollingworth

08 Regina Thompson

09 Jana Shoffner

16 Kelly Anderson 23 Ally Warntz
17 Mark Stanle 25 Dayne Bailey
18 Jennifer Rudolf 25 David Laucks
19 Regan Flory 29 Lisa Germick
23 Linda Dennish 30 Melisa Brown

We&/&ﬁnj Anniversaries

08 William & Sharon Stein

10 Samuel & Jeanne Laucks, 11
11 Brett & Susan Hammers

12 Kirt & Sami Peters

20 Chris & Doris Golden

24 Joe & Lorann Jacobs

27 Drew & Robin Walker

29 Vincent & Angie Kicas

29 Thomas & Jennifer Kuhn

2
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“We strive to keep these lists accurate. Please help
us by calling the office to remove or add names.
Thank you

e Bel aco 'n! is brought toiyoulby:

DeeKerr, Proofreader

“ Chrls ]acobs, Edltor/Staff-'erter
]ennlfer Rudolf] Layout/: Staff Writer;
lilvlen Warntz, Proofreader:
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