
August 30, 2026 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

 

CROSS COMES BEFORE CROWN 
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WELCOME 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our almighty God 
to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 
God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
COMMUNION  

The Lord’s Supper will be offered to our members during the service this morning. 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that 
only members of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to speak 
with anyone who would like to commune with us in the future. 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Up. Reaching Out. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Lenin Arthanari leninarthanari@hotmail.com 602-481-0345 

John Enter enter706@gmail.com 507-380-0933 

Dennis Niska dennis.niska@gmail.com 630-605-8624 

Ryan Pearson ryanppearson26@gmail.com 575-430-1994 

 

WEBSITE: MyLambofGod.org 
CALENDAR: MyLambofGod.org/calendar 

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/MyLambofGod 
INSTAGRAM: @LambofGodLutheran 
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The Gathering    
                                                   
OPENING HYMN: Come, People of the Risen King 
 
 
  

Cross Comes Before Crown 



4 

 
INVOCATION 
 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus  Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER 
 
M O LORD, have compassion on your servants. Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,  
 
C:   that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.  Psalm 90:13,14 
 
M: I will sing of your strength; 
 
C: in the morning I will sing of your love. 
 
M: For you are my refuge in times of trouble. 
 
C: You are my fortress, my loving God. Psalm 59:16 
 
A CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 

against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 
my guilt. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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SONG OF PRAISE: Give Thanks 

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart  
Give thanks to the Holy One  
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.  
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart  
Give thanks to the Holy One  
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.  
  
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!”  
Let the poor say, “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!”  
Let the poor say, “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us, give thanks! 
  
(Musical Interlude)  
  
Give thanks with a grateful heart  
Give thanks to the Holy One  
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.  
 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!”  
Let the poor say, “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
  
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!”  
Let the poor say, “I am rich!”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us, give thanks!  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 

redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow him wherever he leads; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
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The Word     

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

When Jeremiah complained about carrying his cross, the Lord called on him to repent and promised 
salvation. 

15Lord, you understand; 
remember me and care for me. 
Avenge me on my persecutors. 
You are long-suffering—do not take me away; 
think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 
16When your words came, I ate them; 
they were my joy and my heart’s delight, 
for I bear your name, 
Lord God Almighty. 
17I never sat in the company of revelers, 
never made merry with them; 
I sat alone because your hand was on me 
and you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unending 
and my wound grievous and incurable? 
You are to me like a deceptive brook, 
like a spring that fails. 

19Therefore this is what the Lord says: 

“If you repent, I will restore you 
that you may serve me; 
if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, 
you will be my spokesman. 
Let this people turn to you, 
but you must not turn to them. 
20I will make you a wall to this people, 
a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you 
but will not overcome you, 
for I am with you 
to rescue and save you,” 
declares the Lord. 
21“I will save you from the hands of the wicked 
and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.” 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 16:21-16 

Jesus calls his Church to walk in his path. First comes the cross, then comes the crown. 

21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and 
that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never 
happen to you!” 

23Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you 
do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. 25For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26What good will it be for someone to gain the whole 
world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?” 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Take the World, but Give me Jesus (CW 355) 
 

1. Take the world, but give me Jesus! 
All its joys are but a name. 
But his love abides forever, 
Through eternal years the same. 
Refrain: 

Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption,  
Pledge of endless life above! 

 
2. Take the world, but give me Jesus, 

Sweetest comfort of my soul. 
With the Savior watching o'er me, 
I can sing, though thunders roll. 
Refrain 
 

3. Take the world, but give me Jesus! 
In his cross my trust shall be 
Till with clearer, brighter vision 
Face to face my Lord I see. 
Refrain 
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SERMON: Romans 8:18-25 

18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 
revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 
the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24For 
in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they 
already have? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers    
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
  
LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

  Holy Communion    
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 

C: Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that only members 
of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to talk with anyone who would like 
to commune with us in the future. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your 
Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: Afflicted Saint to Christ Draw Near 
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Come, People of the Risen King; Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend Copyright © 2007 Thankyou Music (Adm. by 
CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com)  

Give Thanks; Henry Smith © 1970 by Integrity's Hosanna! Music. All rights reserved. Used by permission OneLicense.net A-730121 & 
CCLI #1941416 

Take the World but Give Me Jesus; Text: public domain. Tune: c 1980 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.  

Afflicted Saint to Christ Draw Near; Original words: John Fawcett (1782), additional words: Constance Dever. Music: Constance Dever. 
© 2018 Praise Factory Music/ASCAP, Sovereign Grace Worship/ASCAP (adm. by Integrity Music). Sovereign Grace Music, a division of 
Sovereign Grace Churches. All rights reserved.  

OneLicense.net A-730121 & CCLI #1941416 
THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

GIVING TO LAMB OF GOD 
If you wish to give your offering to Lamb of God online, this QR code is provided for 
your convenience. Several types of payment are accepted on this secure site. Thank 
you for your financial gifts to assist with the ministry of Lamb of God. 

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND CARE 
If you wish to request prayer for yourself or someone else, you may fill out the 
request on the Communication Card or use this QR code. This is also a way to reach 
the Caring Committee if you need other assistance as well. 

BIBLE CLASSES 
 
SUNDAY CLASSES 
Children’s Sunday School will be held this morning after our service and fellowship. At the sound 
of the bell, children will meet at the front of church. 
Adult & Teen Bible Study will resume this morning in church after the children’s Sunday School 
lesson. 
 
FOUNDATIONS CLASS 
The next round of Foundations classes will start on Wednesday, September 16, at 5pm, and 
continue weekly on Wednesdays at 5pm. This class is intended for those who wish to become 
members of Lamb of God as well as members who would like to review the basic truths of 
Christian faith. If you would like to attend, contact Pastor Koepke so he can prepare materials.  
 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
One of our Life Groups will be a study for women at church on Monday evenings at 7pm. The 
study will use the book Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary Grace - God's Purpose in Your Every Day. The 
study begins September 21 and will be held every other Monday through November 16 (five 
sessions). If you have questions, contact Laura Palmer at LBP@alum.mit.edu or look online at 
mylambofgod.org/life-groups. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FAITH & FLAVOR 
Faith & Flavor brings the Lamb of God church family together once a month for themed meals 
inspired by different cuisines and traditions. This Lamb of God potluck series creates a fun and 
welcoming space for fellowship and community. Direct questions to Karen, kdahl8@gmail.com.  
 

 September 12, 5:00pm  - Summertime BBQ hosted by the Niskas 
Burgers, brats, and baked beans will be provided by the hosts. Beverages and other grilling 
options are welcome too! Bring your favorite summer dish or dessert to share. See you there! 

 

Other dates to put on your calendar: 
 October 24 - Italian Heritage Festival hosted by the Woldahls 
 November 21 - Asian Delight hosted by the Kiefel-Youngs 
 
SHARE & CARE  
Our water collection for the Heat Relief Project continues through next Sunday. Pick up a case or 
two of water to donate. A few dollars for the water will provide hydration for those who visit 
cooling stations around the Valley during the summer heat. If you have questions, please contact 
Sarah Gulden, sjg480@cox.net or 602-501-5906. 
 
CARING CARDS 
We held our first card workday this past week, and there will be new greeting cards soon. In the 
meantime, check out the available cards for various occasions. Please consider donating at least 
$1/card taken. Thank you for supporting this ministry.  
 
SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP HOSTING 
There are still Sundays open in September to host a fellowship time. If you have a special occasion 
you would like to share, note it on the board in the kitchen as you sign up. If you want a date 
beyond what is on the board, just make a note. Thanks to all for hosting! 

CHAPLAINCY PROGRAM 
Want to get involved with spiritually caring for the aging? 
There is a “Geriatric and Care Facility Ministry” course, a three-credit online class offered with     
“on-the-job training” through Martin Luther College in behalf of WELS Special Ministries. The 
training is available to lay men and women (pastors, teachers and staff ministers too!) as an 
elective in the Chaplain Certificate Program. You do not need to become a chaplain to take the 
course. The class begins in late August (August 24-December 11, 2026) but register as soon as 
possible. Online instruction offers flexibility with weekly study, assignments and discussion. 
For more information contact the instructor, Dan Krause at (920)203-7570 or KrauseDE@mlc-
wels.edu. The tuition (over $1000) is provided by Martin Luther Elder Care Ministries. Register at 
mlecm.org or MLC-WELS.edu. 

http://mlecm.org/

