A hew command
| give you:

Love one another.

As | have loved
yOu, SO YyOou must
love one another.

By this everyone
will know that you
are my disciples,
if you love one
another.

John 13:34-35

SOUPER BOWL

Sunday . February 16th . 5p

The church will provide hot dogs, peanut butter sandwiches,
condiments, and drinks.

If you would like to enter your best homemade chili/soup,
sign up on the bulletin board.
Also sign up if you would be willing to bring a dessert.

The “Golden Ladle” trophy will be awarded.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bible Study

Do you hunger for midweek fellowship, Bible study, and time
to pray together? Would you like to grow more as a follower
of Jesus? If so, please join us on Wednesday evenings from
7-8p for a time of study and prayer!

Please sign up on the bulletin board to help us know how
many to plan for. The Bible study begins on Wednesday,
February 5th, and we would love to have you join us! Our
topic for February will be Love.

Men's Breakfast

All men (ages 12 and older) are invited to breakfast,
fellowship, and spiritual growth on Saturday, February 8th,
from 8-9:30a. Sign up on the bulletin board.

Gary Wilson and Bob Rogers are scheduling a work day to
clean and reorganize the gym storage room. This will be held
following the men’s breakfast. Come for breakfast and then
stay and help. Many hands make light work.

Fun & Friends

All ladies (age 18 and older) are invited to the church on
Saturday, February 15th, at 10a for “Fun & Friends”. Get
to know other ladies in our church. A light brunch will be
served. Sign up on the bulletin board.

Ladies Book Club

The January/February selection is “These Tangled Threads”
by Sarah Loudin Thomas. Obtain a copy and get reading. We
will meet on Monday, February 17th, at 6p for a discussion.

Church Use

Just a reminder that if you would like to use the church for
any reason, please contact the church office.

Sometimes there are outside things going on
that are not on the church calendar.

Aftendance Last Month

MISSIONS NEWS

January Missions Giving

Global Missions
Global Partners

Faith Promise . . . $750
JESUS Film . . . $100
World Hope (sponsorship) . . . $120
Shunem Ministries (Jan/Feb) . . . $200
He Sapa New Life

Ministries (Jan/Feb) . . . $200
The Hot Dog Club (Jan/Feb) . . . $300
Check Order . . . $31.38

Baby Bottle Boomerang

Baby bottles for the Henry County Pregnancy Care
Center Baby Bottle Boomerang are available at the
church through February 9th. Take a baby bottle
and fill it with change/dollars/checks. (If you write
a check, please make it out to Mt. Zion Missions.)
Please return by February 16th. Your donations will
help struggling families and mothers choose LIFE.
Thank you for supporting this life-saving cause.

International Conference
of the Wesleyan Church

Our District Superintendent, Dr. Mark Gorveatte,
recently attended the ICWC in South Africa. At the
conference it was shared that over the past five
years, globally 1,600 churches have been planted,
nearly 180,000 people have been baptized, and there
were 2876,182 conversions. These numbers are a
testament to God’s faithfulness and the dedication
of His people in advancing the Kingdom around the
world!

1/5 1/12  1/19 1/26 Keep up with the church by liking
and following our facebook page.

(Search for New Castle Mt. Zion Wesleyan Church)

Sunday School 51 44 43 42
Worship 154 125 122 153




KIDS & TEENS

KIDS MINISTRY

The Gospel Project in Kids Church

We are trekking through the wilderness with Moses and the
Israelites. We will see how God continued to show Himself
faithful to the Israelites, even though He knew they would be
unfaithful to Him. God gave His people commands to follow
because He loved them. God instructed the Israelites on how
to love Him and other people. He gave them clear instructions
on what it means to worship Him alone.

February’s Big Picture Questions:
Elementary - Why do we need to be saved? People are
sinful and cannot save themselves.

PreK/K - Why do we need to be saved? We are sinful and
need Jesus to rescue us from sin.

Nursery and Younger PreK - There is no one like the Lord.

Key Verse: 1 Samuel 2:2

New Time for Kids Church

In case you missed it (unless otherwise announced) Kids Church
for the elementary kids start at 10:20a. Many are here by then
anyways and are eager to start which is so good and exciting.
Kids who come later will still get plenty from the morning and
are always welcome. Just know they may miss an opening
game or craft. All other kids will still start at 10:30a, but can
be dropped off at 10:20a to their rooms.

Hearty Party

On February 16th, we will have a Hearty Party during Kids
Church. Kids will be encouraged to wear red or wear something
representing a favorite thing (a color, a place they have been,
favorite animal, etc.). We will not be having snacks, but we
will have plenty of fun together. We will learn about what love
for God looks like as we learn about worship.

Sunday School

This month in Sunday School, the younger elementary class
will be learning about the value of corporate worship and how
worship isn’t just singing. | am so excited as this echos what we
will doing in Kids Church as well.

The upper elementary will learn about some of the miracles
He truly is.

There will not be Sunday School for those younger than
Kindergarten this next Sunday School cycle.

TEEN MINISTRY

Sunday Evenings
February 2nd - Blackout Night . You and your friends
are invited to join us for flashlight games from 5-8p.
Bring a snack to share and a flashlight if you have
one.

February 9th . 3:30-5p

February 16th . We will meet 1 hour before the
Church Wide Souper Bowl.

Coming Up

June 9th - 13th: NTS Camp. Registration will open soon.
Don’t forget, available funds for teens who have been or
had opportunities to go before, are based on involvement
in Sunday School and Teen Group.

Monthly Schedules for Teen Group seems to vary with the
seasons. Therefore, for March and April, we will resume
meeting most every week. Some times will be extended
for special events. We may cancel a Sunday or two over
Spring Break. We will not meet on Easter Sunday.

Sunday School

Fear is a heavily mentioned topic in the Bible, both
as showing reverence for God, but also as a very real
anxious emotion. We will tackle both together these
next two months.

Glimpses of Kids Ministry:
« We talked about how the Israelites fought against the
Amalekites, and how overall, they had to be on their
guard as they traveled through other counties.

Child: "But what about my mom when she goes to
Paris?"

» Confetti everywhere! But it’s okay. Messes are part of
it all. And clean up is worth it. But I, Karyn, for sure
am glad the church has a shop vac.

« On the next to last Sunday of Pastor Steve’s Sabbatical,
child, slightly panicked, "Who will do Pastor Steve’s
job?"




MT ZION VOICES _

We've added a new feature to our monthly newsletters - writings from our congregation. If you
would like to write something for the newsletter, please contact the church office.

An Aroma Pleasing to God

In our traveling days, my husband and | often scheduled a February vacation to warmer climates, with a favorite destination
being the French Caribbean island of St Martin. One year, as we searched for a new experience on the island, we heard about a
“parfumerie” that offered lab classes designed to “help you discover your scent”. We booked the
next opening, which serendipitously fell on Valentine’s Day.

After a brief history of perfumery, we did sniff tests to see just how Frogrgnce is
defined our senses of smell might be and then received instruction in

:_ the science of perfume composition - considerations in blending first- personol.
| impression top note fragrances with dominant middle and longer-

lasting underlying base note fragrances to find that perfect An aroma WCIfTS
aromatic symphony. It seemingly is no coincidence that a

perfumer’s display of oils is called a “scent organ”, as developing AQCross our po-l-h
a perfume is an attempt to create a new composition.

We were given three small vials and began to create. Choosing from 300+ oils, we added drop Oﬂd TrO ﬂSpOI’TS usS
by drop to the first one, recording each addition to the recipe until it was perfect OR until the .

addition of a particular oil took it the wrong way, and we’d start again. We had three attempts ThrOUg h T' me a nd
to “discover our scent”, assign a descriptive name, and have the recipe bottled as a spray . .
fragrance. Mark was only just satisfied with his final result and gave it a rather generic name, Spgce as IT Shrs
“Island Breeze”. | loved mine, declared “It’s Just Me” and have continued to purchase through the

years from my “secret recipe” kept on file at the lab. memorY'

Fragrance is personal. An aroma wafts by and transports us through time and space as it stirs memory. We associate specific scents
with individuals, places, and experiences. Created as we are in the image of God, it is no surprise that fragrance is important
to Him as well. In Exodus 30, He provided his specific ‘recipes’ for incense to be burned continually at the altar of meeting and
anointing oil for consecration of the priests and tabernacle fixtures. The formulas were forbidden to be produced for any other use
as they were holy to the Lord. Extremely fragrant spices and oils were used, including cinnamon, frankincense, and myrrh (aren’t
those last two evocative of another occasion of scents offered to a King?).

Pleasing fragrance is produced by sacrifice. In Exodus 29, instruction regarding food, drink, grain, and burnt offerings is given.
These offerings are described as providing “a pleasing aroma to the Lord”. | love the mental picture of God hovering ;
over the altar of sacrifice, drawing in deeply the rising aroma and sighing in pleasure. | compare it on a smaller scale
to stepping from the cold outside into Mom’s kitchen, arriving when holiday meal preparation was well underway
- ahhhh! Imagine the purest and sweetest aroma that rose to heaven on the day Jesus offered Himself as the ultimate
sacrifice in our place! Ephesians 5:2 tells us that “Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering
and sacrifice to God”.

! It's Just Me

! By Mary
|

If we want our lives to be a pleasing aroma to God, we start by following the example of Christ, living a life of sacrifice.
Add Ephesians 5:1 to verse 2 noted above: “Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children, and
walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God.” In thanking the Philippians for gifts they had sent him, Paul told them that “they are a fragrant offering, an
acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God”. As we love and serve others, we also openly and “continually offer to God ¢
a sacrifice of praise — the fruit of lips that openly profess his name” (Hebrews 13:15). And the fragrance does not
escape the notice of those we encounter. God “leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession and uses us to S

spread the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere. For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those

who are being saved and those who are perishing.” (2 Corinthians 2:14-15).

Are we sending a beautiful aroma heavenward? Imagine again the picture of God hovering over an altar of sacrifice — this time
it’s YOUR altar, MY altar. Intimate, face to face, “His breath in our lungs,” as the song says, “so we pour out our praise” . . . Pour
out your praise. Give freely, love deeply. Profess the name of Jesus, declare his salvation and forgiveness. Let your life be a living
sacrifice, an undeniable fragrance, and listen as He breathes in the aroma . . . and sighs with pleasure.

8 8 P Mary Hale



