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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR US

BARRISTERS

SOLICITORS
Professional skillsSubstantive Law



SPOT THE ISSUE



PAPER TRAIL



https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/about_us/policies_procedures_and_legislation



Domestic and Family Violence Guidelines



Methylamphetamine, MDMA and other stimulant drugs



Methylamphetamine, MDMA and other stimulant drugs



WHAT DO I SUBPOENA?
Depends on the type of information you are looking for:

▸Investigation records 

▸First complaints?

▸Discussions with witnesses?

▸Emails / Text messages

▸Exhibit records

▸DNA



POLICE ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS



POLICE ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS



POLICE PAPER RECORDS
▸Rosters

▸Tasking Sheets

▸Vehicle Diary

▸Equipment Register

▸Notebooks

▸Duty Books

▸Notebook Entries

▸Canvas Forms

▸Probationer Duty Books

▸Infringement Notices

▸Operations Orders

▸Search Warrant Risk 
Assessment

▸Pursuit Debriefs



www.emalegaleducation.com.au

http://www.emalegaleducation.com.au/


ARMED & 
DANGEROUS



CROSS-EXAMINATION OF 
POLICE IS NOT A SPORT 
MS. STARES

Magistrate Stoddart



CROSS-EXAMINATION 
ON NOTEBOOK 
ENTRIES







EXAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ABOUT NOTEBOOKS

▸You are issued with a NSW Police notebook?

▸Did you have it with you on that day/night?

▸Purpose of a notebook to write notes?

▸Did you write any notes about this matter in it?

▸N - so you are issued with a notebook? The purpose of having it is to write notes? 
You are meant to carry it with you whilst on duty? So, you carried it, know you are 
meant to write in it, but chose not to?

▸Y - go through the inadequacies as per what they are meant to write in there





TUNNEL VISION







EXAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ABOUT TUNNEL VISION

▸How long have you been a Police officer? Very experienced?

▸Attended to hundreds / thousands of investigations?

▸ The complainant was a person that Police knew had an association with drugs?

▸Both as a user, and supplier? 

▸ If the complainant told you about a gun being present during the incident, that is 
something you would have included in his statement? 

▸Pretty significant allegation to Police?

▸ Triggers further enquiries and safety risks for investigating and arresting Police if you 
are aware of an allegation involving a firearm that has not been found?



EXAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ABOUT TUNNEL VISION

▸Did you attempt to find any connection between the accused and the 
complainant?

▸So, the complainant told you that he didn’t know the accused? You decided 
there was no need to investigate their connection or lack of connection any 
further? You just took the complainants word for it?

▸Police knew that the complainant had a connection with buying and selling 
illicit drugs?

▸In your experience drug dealers don’t always tell the Police the truth, right?

▸In your experience drug users don’t always tell the Police the truth, correct?

▸But you just trusted this particular drug seller/user was telling you the truth 
when he told you he didn’t know these guys that kidnapped him?



THIS IS WHY WE DON’T TRUST DRUG DEALERS….



CROSS-EXAMINATION 
ON COLLUSION



THIS COURT HAS OBSERVED THAT 
POLICE OFFICERS NEARLY ALWAYS 
DENY THAT THEY HAVE 
COLLABORATED IN THE MAKING OF 
NOTES

R v Bass [1953] 1 QB 680 at 686 per Byrne J



COLLABORATION WOULD APPEAR TO 
BE A BETTER EXPLANATION OF 
ALMOST IDENTICAL NOTES THAN THE 
POSSESSION OF A SUPERHUMAN 
MEMORY

R v Bass [1953] 1 QB 680 at 686 per Byrne J



Officer A

Officer B

Officer C

accused
accused

accusedaccused

accused

accused

accused

accused

STATEMENTS



AVAILABLE ON YOUTUBE



EXAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ABOUT COLLUSION

▸When you prepared your statement, what documents did you look at?

▸Did you talk to any other officer about your recollection? (Or theirs?)

▸ That is not recorded in your statement?

▸You understand from the NSW Police Force handbook you are meant to refer to 
these documents at the start of your statement?

▸You have watched the CCTV footage before today, right?

▸Watch it again now, and please stop me when you say the accused hits the Police 
officer in the nose?

▸ (Step frame by frame) - there is no punch depicted on the video, correct?



emalegaleducation.com.au info@emalegaleducation.com.au


	Slide 1: CPD for COPS
	Slide 2: Educational opportunitieS FOR US
	Slide 3: SPOT THE ISSUE
	Slide 4: PAPER TRAIL
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: WHAT DO I SUBPOENA?
	Slide 10: POLICE ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS
	Slide 11: POLICE ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS
	Slide 12: POLICE PAPER RECORDS
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: ARMED & DANGEROUS
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: CROSS-EXAMINATION ON NOTEBOOK ENTRIES
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: EXAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ABOUT NOTEBOOKS
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: TUNNEL VISION
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: EXAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ABOUT TUNNel VISION
	Slide 25: EXAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ABOUT TUNNel VISION
	Slide 26: THIS IS WHY WE DON’T TRUST DruG DEALERS….
	Slide 27: CROSS-EXAMINATION ON COLLUSION
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: STATEMENTS
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: EXAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS ABOUT COLLUSION
	Slide 33

