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EPLC Annual Meeting  on February 2nd, 2025 

Facts, fellowship and food enjoyed by all in attendance! 



Happy February EPLC Friends, 

 

January has come and gone. We held our Annual Meeting on Feb. 2 nd and it was well attended.  

Lots of information and ideas were exchanged and we were served a wonderful lunch afterwards.  

Like most months, there are a lot of things happening in the life of the church. I must admit, Iõm 

not a fan of the cold, but at least there are only 28 days in February! March is coming soon. 

I am slowly recovering from back surgery. I hope to be back in the office by the 10 th on a limited 

basis. I look forward to seeing everyone again soon. 

 

Peace, Pastor Joe 



Dear Friends, 

 

Thanks to all who were able to attend the annual meeting last Sunday. It was great to have a 

time of fellowship during the lunch that followed. Thank you to all who helped with the  

lunch. 

 

At the meeting, one of our members encouraged people to consider donating from their  

retirement accounts, taking advantage of the tax benefits of a QCD (Qualified Charitable 

Donation). With his permission, Iõd like to share a portion of the email he sent: òMost people 
are not aware of this tax break. You can give tax-free money from your retirement account  
after age 70 to a Charity and it will fulfill all or part of your required minimum  
distributions. I gave $1,000 but it only cost me $780 but covered $1,000 of my RMDõs. You 
need to take the money out before you take money out for yourself but this can be bypassed  
by splitting your retirement account into 2 accounts etc.  When taking distributions out of  
oneõs retirement account you must add that money to your taxable income. In my case, taxes 
would be at 22%, therefore I would only have $780 when taking $1,000 out of my IRA.  
However when using a QCD you avoid paying taxes on the money paid directly to the charity  
and can potentially avoid being in a higher income level that requires you to pay higher  
premiums for Medicare and prescription drug insurance.ó He also provided a link to more 

detailed information about QCDõs and Iõd be glad to share that link with you if interested. 

 

Through all lifeõs challenges, EPLC remains faithful in being a beacon of light and hope by 

proclaiming the love and grace of God to a hurting and broken world. God is there in our  

brokenness as well as our wholeness. We have four different support groups who meet here 

once a week. Last month the church received a beautiful Thank You note and special 

donation from the Alanon group who meets here on Thursdays, as a token of their  

appreciation of being able to meet here. In December, the church received a special 

Christmas donation from the Gamblers Anonymous group in appreciation also.  

As we begin this new year, seek out opportunities to use your gifts. Identity ways God can use 

you to be a blessing to others. Look for those unexpected and divine appointments to  

proclaim the Good News and invite others to share in the blessings God has showered upon us. 

Invite them to learn about Godõs great love for them ð right now, right where they are. The  

wonder of Godõs plan for us is that he guides our feet when our eyes are on him. We can face 

tomorrow, with all its uncertainty, when we realize that God holds our future and makes life  

worth living.  

 

Weõre living in difficult times. The prophet Jeremiah reminds us: òFor I know the plans I have 

for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.ó This is a good reminder to us that although we look down the road, and cannot 

see what the future holds, we donõt need to let the fear of the unknown hold us back from 

the wonderful things God has planned for us this day. We have a God who loves us and knows  

what lies ahead, and we can trust Him because Scripture tells us He plans to give us a future 

and a hope. We need to leave the details up to Him, and allow Him to guide us. 

God is our anchor of Hope. He is there for us and beckons to come as we are. We donõt need 

to wait till weõre cleaned up. He simply invites us to come home to Him. May we always put 

our trust in Him as we walk with him in this new year.  

 

Blessings, 

Deacon Carole 



 

 

Alpha is our 7-12th grade minis-

try, and will meet from 3 -5pm in 

the youth room every Sunday af-

ternoon. *Please note this is a 

time change from fall of 2024!  

Retreats: Confirmation (Mar 7-9) 
at Lutherdale. Use code òedpchó 

for an EPLC discount! 

Blast will be available for Pre-K 
through 2nd graders and  

Meets from 5-6pm.  
 

Pathfinders will be from 3rd -6th 
grade, and will meet from  

6:15-7:15pm. 

First Communion Classes will also 

be offered on Sunday mornings 

at 10am, and will be available for 

students in Grade 1 - 12. This 

class consists of 4 Sunday morn-

ing sessions, and there will be 

two sessions you can choose 

from: either Jan 19thñFeb 9th, or 

March 2nd-23rd. Since there are 

only 4 sessions, be sure to sign up 

to one that you can commit to 

being at each week if possible! 

Scan this QR code to sign up! Ÿ 

Sunday School is offered every 

week for students in Pre-K and 

older ! It will begin at 10am  

between the 9a and 11a services. 

No sign ups needed. 



  
 



 

What are our Office Hours? 

Monday through Friday, 8:30am - 2:30pm 



Special Services 

New Member Sundayñ2/15 -16 

 Foundation Sundayñ2/22 -23 

Music Ministry 

 

Love music? The Bell Choir meets every Tues-

day at 5pm followed by the Adult Choir at 

6:15pm. Also looking to start a Youth Choir. 

Date and time TBD. Itõs a great way to connect, 

make music, and be part of something special. 

Whether youõre experienced or just love to 

sing or play, everyone is welcome! For more 

info, email Kevin Zehme at 

(music@edisonparkchurch.com) or talk to him 

in person! 



 

Total donations received through January 31st, 2025: $87,015 
Foundation is still matching 2x on any new gifts received!  

 
If interested in donating toward this project, please mark your gift  

"Stained Glass Window Fundó 
*Note: Above totals do not include what weõve received from the foundation 

 
Memorials to the Stained Glass Window Fund: 

 
In memory of Dorothy Giambrone  

and In honor of Steven & Klaudiaõs Wedding  
from Jonathan and Debbie Jedd  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The EPLC Online Directory is ready for STAGE 2.   

The original invites were sent to the Church members' email addresses on record.  Now we'd like to 

send out invites to ALL family members of EPLC.  We can add every individual separately and also 

update the information in the Families tab. Members have control of the info they  share.  

 

Our request is simple.  Just send us the name (s) and email address of each family member. When 

the member is invited, they will fill in the personal information they choose to provide.  

 

Find the Online Directory link on the EPLC website homepage. 

This link allows members to easily access the login page and manage their profiles. or anyone con-

  

 

In memory of Diane Romano from her family (Feb 8ñ9) 

In memory of David A Svendsen from his family (Feb 15-16) 

February Altar Flowers  



 

 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎΗ 

 

 

 

 


