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EPLC Annual Meeting on February 2nd, 2025
Facts, fellowship and food enjoyed by all in attendance!

) i - )
t ﬁbsonlar Edison Park Lutheran Church ﬁbsonlar

\ L4 : ; N Ve
6626 N Oliphant Ave, Chicago IL 60631

edisonparkchurch.com (773) 6319131



) ’
- -

Happy February EPLC Friends,

January has come and gone. We held our Annual Meeting on Feb. 2 nd and it was well attended.
Lots of information and ideas were exchanged and we were served a wonderful lunch afterwards.
Like most months, there are a | ot of things

not a fan of the cold, but at least there are only 28 days in February! March is coming soon.

| am slowly recovering from back surgery. | hope to be back in the office by the 10 th on a limited
basis. | look forward to seeing everyone again soon.

Peace, Pastor Joe
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Ms. Carole Edwards

Edison Park Lutheran Church
> 6626 N. Oliphant Ave.
Chicago, IL 60631

" Dear Carole,

On behalf of everyone at The Night Ministry, and especially the people we serve, | would like to thank you and
Edison Park Lutheran Church for your generous in-kind gift of holiday stockings and gift cards that you valued at

Ly $2,800.00. Your generosity empowers The Night Ministry to provide essential services and compassion to )
thousands of our neighbors in need.

Together, we are working to end Chicago's homelessness crisis by offering lifesaving resources and life-changing 2
relationships to our unhoused neighbors. Last year, programs like the Health Outreach Bus and The Crib -

overnight shelter helped more than 5,100 vulnerable young people and adults stay alive and empowered them

to transform their lives.

Our impact last year included: e,
. Assisting 302 individuals in improving their housing or maintaining stable housing. )
< . Offering 2,350 free health assessments to medically vulnerable individuals. »
. Providing housing and supportive services to 361 young people and 71 of their children.
» . Treating 636 medical conditions that would not have received care without our services.

With your gift, you join us in positively impacting our vulnerable neighbors today and in the future.

- We understand you have many options for your charitable dollars. Thank you for choosing The Night Ministry. »
Your support is truly making a difference in our community.

Sincerely,

- Carol J. Sharp, MPA
President & Chief Executive Officer
carol@thenightministry.org 4
3 773-506-6012

The Night Ministry, a 501(c)3 organization, received an in-kind gift valued at $2,800.00 on 12/10/2024 from Ms.
Carole Edwards, Edison Park Lutheran Church, 6626 N. Oliphant Ave., Chicago, IL 60631. No goods or services
were received for this contribution.

1735 North Ashland Avenue, Suite 2000, Chicago, lllinois 60622 « www.thenightministry.org « Tel: 773-784-9000 Fax: 773-784-58€

. From Pastor Joe
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_ From Deacon Carole -

Dear Friends, >

Thanks to all who were able to attend the annual meeting last Sunday. It was great to have a
time of fellowship during the lunch that followed. Thank you to all who helped with the
lunch. %

At the meeting, one of our members encouraged people to consider donating from their

retirement accounts, taking advantage of the tax benefits of a QCD (Qualified Charitable :
Donation). With his permission, | 6 dMdstipéogle t o s hare a
are not aware of this tax break. You can give taxfree money from your retirement account

after age 70 to a Charity and it will fulfill all or part of your required minimum )

di stributions. | gave $1, 000 but It only cost me $7¢&
need to take the money out before you take money out for yourself but this can be bypassed
by splitting your retirement account into 2 accounts etc. When taking distributions out of
onedés retirement account you must add that money t o
would be at 22%, therefore | would only have $780 when taking $1,000 out of my IRA.

However when using a QCD you avoid paying taxes on the money pald directly to the charity

and can potentially avoid being in a higher income level that requires you to pay higher

premiums for Medicare and prescription drug insurance.6 He al so provided a | ink t
detailed information about QCD&6s and 1 6d be gl ad t.o

Through all |l ifeds chall enges, EPLC remains faithful
proclaiming the love and grace of God to a hurting and broken world. God is there in our g
brokenness as well as our wholeness. We have four different support groups who meet here

once a week. Last month the church received a beautiful Thank You note and special

donation from the Alanon group who meets here on Thursdays, as a token of their

appreciation of being able to meet here. In December, the church received a special

Christmas donation from the Gamblers Anonymous group in appreciation also.

As we begin this new year, seek out opportunities to use your gifts. Identity ways God can use

you to be a blessing to others. Look for those unexpected and divine appointments to

proclaim the Good News and invite others to share in the blessings God has showered upon us.

I nvite them to | earn ab @ughtn@wrafiwhergtheyare. THeove f or t hen
wonder of Godds plan for wus is that hecarfacé des our fe
tomorrow, with all its uncertainty, when we realize that God holds our future and makes life

worth living. )

Wedre |iving in difficult times. The prophet Jer emi a
for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope

and a future. o6 This is a good reminder to us that al
see what the future hol ds, we donodt need to | et t he

the wonderful things God has planned for us this day. We have a God who loves us and knows

what lies ahead, and we can trust Him because Scripture tells us He plans to give us a future

and a hope. We need to leave the details up to Him, and allow Him to guide us.

God is our anchor of Hope. He is there for us and be
to wait till wedre cleaned up. He simply invites us
our trust in Him as we walk with him in this new year.

Blessings, 2
Deacon Carole
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YOUTH

FIELD TRIP Edngark%

utheran
PATHEINDERS]
INERRAEROUES
St sl FASHION
OUTLETS OF
CHICAGO

FEBRUARY 23RD

2025; 3-5:30PM
RSVP REQUIRED

LIMITED SPOIIS AVAILABE

CONTACT YOUTH@EDISONPARKCHURCH.COM

e, -

-

First Communion Classeswill also
be offered on Sunday mornings
at 10am, and will be available for
students in Grade 1-12. This
class consists of 4 Sunday morn-
ing sessions, and there will be
two sessions you can choose
from: either Jan 19thi Feb 9th, or
March 2nd-23rd. Since there are
only 4 sessions, be sure to sign up
to one that you can commit to
being at each week if possible!
Scan this QR code to sign up!Y

Sunday School isoffered every
week for students in Pre-K and
older ! It will begin at 10am
between the 9a and 11a services.
No sign ups needed.

EDISON PARK
LUTHERAN CHURCH

10-11 AM ON SUNDAY

MORNINGS

OPEN TO GRADES IST -

12TH

Scan QR Code to Regis+er or email

youth@

edisonparkchuch.com

:q'

Alpha is our 7-12th grade minis-

try, and will meet from 3 -5pm in

the youth room every Sunday af-
ternoon. *Please note this is a
time change from fall of 2024!

Blastwill be available for Pre-K
through 2nd graders and
Meets from 5-6pm.

Pathfinders will be from 3rd -6th
grade, and will meet from
6:15-7:15pm.

Retreats Confirmation (Mar 7-9)
at Lut herdal e.
for an EPLC discount!
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Children Youth & Families at EPLC
VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVYVAVYVAVYAY

February 2025

Happy February, families of EPLC!! Another month of
youth ministry is here!

Blast (Pre-K through 2nd Grade) will continue to meet
at 5pm on Wednesday Evenings, followed by
Pathfinders (3rd-6th Grade) at 6:15pm. And
Confirmation will continue on Wednesday evenings
from 7:30-8:45pm.

Alpha (7th-12th Grade) will continue to meet from 3-
5pm. We will not meet on Super Bowl Sunday.

On Sunday, February 23rd, students in Pathfinders and
Alpha/Confirmation students are invited to a field trip
to the Fashion Outlets of Chicago. Spots are limited so
be sure to get your students signed up ASAP if they are
interested! Reach out to youth@edisonparkchurch.com
for the link.

Confirmation Families; don't forget that there is retreat
March 7th-9th! The deadline to get signed up is
February 2lst.

1st Communion Classes will be offered again in 2025
for 1st graders-high school students. Class will meet at
10am Sunday mornings in the youth room. The next
session will start on March 2nd. Reach out to
youth@edisonparkchurch for details on how to sign up.

Sunday School for Pre-K & Older will also start again on
January 19th, still meeting from 10-11lam on Sunday
Mornings.

Weekly Events & Programs

Alpha: 7th-12th Grades -
3-5pm every Sunday
Blast: Pre-K-2nd Grades
5-6pm every Wednesday
Pathfinders: 3rd-6th
Grades every
Wednesday
Confirmation: 7:30-
8:45pm every
Wednesday

1st Communion: 10am on
Sunday Morning; next
session in March
Fashion Outlets Field
Trip: February 23rd; 3-
5:30pm

Let’s connect!!

Kaya Hougen

Children, Youth, & Family Coordinator

youth@edisonparkchurch.com
(560) 312-0662

FIND MCRE
INFORMATION &
SIGN-UP LINKS
HERE!

228



€ ” What are our Office Hours? ) ¢
2 ) ‘ Monday through Friday, 8:30am -2:30pm

Children, Youth & Family Calendar
Edison Park Lutheran Church | 6626 N Oliphant Ave
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4 Blast (Pre-K through 2nd Grade) meets
© on Wednesdays from 5-6pm.

f?\ Q

20 21 22

27 28

1st Communion Classes are offered for 1st-12th

grade in 4-week sessions. The 1st Session of
2025 will receive their 1st Communion on
Sunday, February 16th 2025. Reach out to Kaya

with questions.

Alpha (7th-12th Grade Youth Group) will
meet on Sundays from 3-5pm in 2025.

"1
)’ Pathfinders (3rd-6th Grade) meets on
Wednesdays from 6:15-7:15pm.

m Confirmation class meets
Wednesdays from 7:30-8:45pm.

j B . Youth the Pathfinders & Alpha groups are invited
%; Sunday School (Pre-K & Older) meets on 4 to a trip to the Fashion Outlets of Chicago on
1% = Sundays during Coffee Hour (10-10:50am). February 23rd. Check your emails for more details.
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Thotights and Pravers
. Sue
Tim
Barb
Tom Roger
. KatP!y Tricia Kay
Benise Alice Smart
Bill Bobor

Roxie Hays
John Grosse
Alma Bernet
Jim Nasheim
| Carol Colburn
3 Laura Krueger
Vi Collins-Brown
Bonnie Williams
< Brian Winkelman
Wendel Gaertner
Ilsa (Ingeborg’s Sister)
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BIBLE STUDY

SMALL GROUP/BIBLE STUDY

ON MONDAYS AT n Alt
10:00AM AND 7:00PM s

Our purpose is to grow in our
faith and God'’s mission. If you are
interested in being a part of the )
group, please email pastor at =

jschultz@edisonparkchurch.com ~

Barb Kolder

Gary Ohlson
Gloria Lucke
Helen Reyes
Rafael Reyes

Lisa Reynoso
Koenig family
Greg Hartman
Scott Lundgren
Mark Zimmerman

Geraldine Rumsfield

Special Services
New Member Sundayii 2/15 -16
Foundation Sundayii 2/22 -23

Music Ministry

info, email Kevin Zehme at

in person!

Love music? The Bell Choir meets every Tues-
day at 5pm followed by the Adult Choir at
6:15pm. Also looking to start a Youth Choir.
Date and time TBD.
make music, and be part of something special. |
Whet her youdre experienced
sing or play, everyone is welcome! For more

It ds

(music@edisonparkchurch.com) or talk to him

a
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February Altar Flowers

In memory of Diane Romano from her family (Feb 8fi 9)
In memory of David A Svendsen from his family (Feb 1516)

Church Online Directory

The EPLC Online Directory is ready for STAGE 2.

The original invites were sent to the Church members' email addresses on record. Now we'd like to
send out invites to ALL family members-of EPLC. We can add every individual separately and also
update the information in the Families tab. Members have control of the info they share.

Our request is simple. Just send us the name (s) and email address of each family member. When
the member is invited, they will fill in the personal information they choose to provide.

Find the Online Directory link on the EPLC website homepage.
This link allows members to easily access the login page and manage their profiles. or anyone con-

Stained Glass-Windows Update

Total donations received through Jamuary 31st, 2025: $87,015
Foundatiom is still matching2x on any new: gifts received!

If interested in donatingrtewand thissprojeet; please mark youn gift "
"SISibea Blnce/dodGil rarsi’'s Wi ndow Fundo
*\Wo theove (A oovoerinthal/t \ailiusyc @ oconco ol eolruder what

Memorials to the Stained Glass Window 'Fund:
In memory of Dorothy Giamlrane

ani ch hdnmr o'hiovnorc oo fis \Sticewen & Kl audi a
from Jonathan and/ Debbie' Jedd
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‘ LET'S GO BOWLING

(ONCE A MONTH FROM OCTOBER 2024 THRU MAY 2025)
A RIVER RAND 191 S. River Road
on the 4th Saturday of each month
- at 6:00 pm beginning in October.
The rate will be $15/pp per week plus
$4 if anyone needs to rent shoes.
There will not be a discount for a
"paid in full season”.

Dates will be:
OCT 26, NOV 23, DEC 28, JAN 25
FEB 22, MAR 22, APR 26, MAY 24

Questions, please feel free to contact Mark D
msdupke@gmail.com or (847) 363-7585 cell
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