
Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N Oliphant Ave, Chicago IL 60631 

 

Christmas Worship Services: 

Christmas Eve: 3:00 pm Contemporary; 5:00 pm Family; 10:00 pm Traditional 

Christmas Day: 10:00 am Traditional  



Dear Friends, 

 

During this season of Advent – a time of watching and waiting - we prepare our hearts and look       

forward to celebrating the birth of the Christ Child. May we never lose sight that He is the reason we    

celebrate! As we reflect on this past year, and look with hope to the New Year, may we be reminded 

that we have a God who loves us unconditionally. He is a God who accepts us as we are, and carries 

us when the burdens are too much for us to handle. This world can seem so dark at times - filled with 

fear and hatred. Advent reminds us that Christ is the light of the world that will overcome darkness. He 

is present in our lives throughout all seasons and will never leave us. We are called to be children of the 

light. 

 

This has been a year of transition, as we said goodbye to Pastor Joe in May, and our CYF Coordinator 

Kaya Hougen in June. And now we prepare to close out 2025 and welcome in 2026, and our church 

calendar is already full. Thank you to all who have stepped up to help in so many ways. In spite of     

being down two key staff positions, the congregation, council, committees, and staff have worked    

together to ensure that programming continues and the ministry is active and nurturing to our spiritual 

needs. December brings “Breakfast withSanta,” on December 7th, Blue Christmas on December 20th at 

the 5p service, Sunday School Christmas Pageant on December 21st , Christmas Eve services at 3p, 5p, 

and 10p, Christmas Day at 10a. The new year brings the Budget review on January 18th , Foundation 

Sunday on January 25th , and the Annual Meeting on February 1st . And beginning December 22nd, 

the days will begin to get longer and the amount of daylight will increase a little each day! 

 

Many of us have lost a friend or loved one this past year and the holidays can be a very sad and painful 

time. Blue Christmas is a way to acknowledge and honor those who are grieving or having a difficult 

time during the holidays, and to find hope and solace together. It’s a day to remember loved ones who 

are no longer with us. It’s a chance to pause and honor their memory in a supportive environment. It’s 

a time to support those who are experiencing sadness during the holidays. 

 

I encourage you to seek out those who might be hurting at this time of year. Call and offer to spend 

time with them, listen to them, and invite them to come to church with you. Pray for them and ask God 

how he might use you to be a blessing in their life. Let people know you care and that you want to 

walk the journey with them. Sometimes the most meaningful thing you can do is to let that person 

know you remember the person they lost. Let people know you care – it’s the best gift you can give. 

Reach out to the people around you – your friends, co-workers, neighbors, and family members. Share 

the Advent and Christmas door hangers and invite people to come. As Jesus came to be the Light of 

the World, let His light shine through us. Let us be the hands and feet of Christ in our church, families, 

schools, workplaces and neighborhoods. 

 

As we prepare to close one year and begin a new year, perhaps filled with doubt and uncertainty, we 

need to remember to put our hope in the one who will never let us down. Money, success, fame, and 

beauty all end. But “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8 

 

Thank you for your prayers and financial support of our ministry throughout the year. Thank you to all 

the volunteers who so faithfully serve our faith community.  

May you have a blessed Advent and Christmas season. 

God bless you and keep you in His peace! 

 

Deacon Carole 

 

 



 

Property Update 

• We’ve received a generous gift specifically designated to replace the worn carpet in the Narthex 

with fresh inviting flooring. We anticipate this to be done in time for Christmas. 

 

 Richard B. continues to work on electrical and other projects around the campus. 

 

• Thank you Harry H. and Shane D. for your hard work sorting out the medical equipment closet. 

The goal is to inventory and keep several items of each piece of equipment. Shane has provided 

Christine with a list of area DME organizations. Please check with the office before dropping off 

any equipment to ascertain if needed. Otherwise Christine can provide you with a nearby           

receiving location instead. 

 

• Scout James C. from Troop 955 was able to complete the landscaping near the main church 

doors just before the weather turned! Thank you Deanna E. for taking on the responsibility of   

working with him on this project. James is also completing the “Little Church Lending Library” that 

will be located near the sidewalk of the main doors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Shane D. has some great ideas to assist in fundraising for major projects as we move forward in 

2026 and beyond. Specifically addressing the Tower needs and possible roofing issues. 

 

• If you see something around the campus that you feel needs attention or that you would like to 

help with, please check with the office before attempting repairs on your own to ascertain if it’s 

already on the list, or work in progress. 

 

A big thank you to those who have contributed to our Property Fund. 

If you would like to contribute, just mark your envelope “Property” and it will be used 

to help care for the maintenance issues at our church. 

 

Safety and Security Team 

In light of the recent increase of burglaries and vandalism in the neighborhood, the team is         

assessing the vulnerability of different areas on the campus. Recommendations will be made to 

Council. 

 



 

 

 

 

 100th Anniversary Committee 
 

At the November Council, a standalone committee was formed to celebrate EPLC’s upcoming 100th 

anniversary. Shane D. has volunteered to be on this committee. If you would like to be part of this 

team please contact the church office. 

 

In 1925 the Home Mission Board of the Evangelical Lutheran Church appointed Mr. A. M. Hinderlie to 
test the neighborhood as a possible locality in which to start a congregation. After a promising      
canvas of the area, a meeting of area women was held with the intention of forming a Ladies’ Aid. 
The first meeting brought only four people, however at a second meeting held two weeks later,    
eleven women were present and were officially organized. In April of 1925 the first services were held 
in a store room on Oshkosh Ave. A Sunday school was also formed at this time. Thomas B. Peterson 
was appointed Superintendent of the Sunday School, a position he would hold for thirty two         
consecutive years! The next several years were a time of organization and change. In 1926 a           
constitution was drawn up and lots were purchased for the placement of a church building. In 1927, 
a portable church was erected on the same lot as EPLC stands now. (more to follow) 
 

Council Update 

C12.02 “The Church Council shall have general oversight of the life and activities of this 

congregation, the details of which may be specified in the bylaws.” 

 

C12.03 “The Church Council shall be responsible for the financial and property matters of this 

congregation.” 

      EPLC Constitution effective date January 22, 2012 

The term limits of several current Council members conclude at the upcoming 2026 Annual Meeting. 

If interested in serving a 3-year term beginning February 2026, please contact the office, Deacon 

Carole or any current Council members. 

 

Rick B. is working with the office to make Council minutes more accessible for members to review. 

The Council will be reviewing preliminary drafts for the 2026 budget in preparation for the Budget 

review meeting to be held in January. 

 

As 2025 comes to an end, we wish each and every one of you a blessed Christmas Season and a   

Joyous New Year! 

 

Council members: Jonathan Jedd, Kathy Wendorf, John Cherry, Kathie Houck, Cathy Johnson, 

Lorene Laubach, Kathleen Burke Melby, Kevin Burkum, Carolyn Nasheim and Rick Brown. 

  

Call Committee Update: 

The Call Committee submitted the MSP to the Metropolitan Chicago Synod and it has been 

approved. We are now waiting for the synod to provide names of possible candidates. There will be 

no further updates until we are ready to recommend a candidate for the Senior Pastor position. 

If you are unsure of the Call process, please visit the Synod website at mcselca.org 

Carolyn Nasheim, Call Committee Chair 

Other members of the Call Committee are: Dale Ammentorp, Gary Berg, Diane Cherry, Shane 

Dupke, Brandon Rhame, Chris Staron, Kathy Tobin. 



Sunday School - Weekly on Sundays at 10:00 am 

Confirmation Class—Weekly on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

Bell Rehearsal - Tuesdays 5:00 pm 

Choir Rehearsal - Tuesdays 6:15 pm 

Youth Choir Rehearsal - Wednesdays 7:30 pm 

Breakfast with Santa 

Blue Christmas  Dec 20th, 5:00 pm 

Sunday School Christmas program  Dec 21st, 9:00 am 

Christmas Eve Dec 24th, 3:00, 5:00, 10:00 pm 

Christmas Day Dec 25th, 10:00 am 



Angie, Cayden, Cameron, Carole,   Debbie, Denise, Dexter, Duane, Harley, Ilsa, Jennifer,  Jim, Kala, 
Kasey, Kathy, Martha, Robert, Roger, Rosann, Sue, Tim, Tom, Wayne, Jim Barnes, Bill Bobor,      
Bridget Bohan, Elvera Coburn, Lil DeLeon, Kevin Dwyer, Joy Graser, John Grosse, Roxie Hays, Rich 
Heath, Dave Herda, John Hope, Don Johnson, Steve   Johnson & family,  Tricia Kay, Koenig family, 
Laura Krueger, Mark Lucht, Scott Lundgren, Chris and Michelle Mears, Helen Reyes, Rafael Reyes, 
Lisa Reynoso, Grace    Rogel, Geraldine Rumsfield, Jeff Scheck, James Segefredo, Carol Skow,     
Roger Sroka, Susan Stacy, James Suty, Brian Winkelman, Mark Zimmerman. 

We will start a new prayer list in January, please let the office know if you want to add a name to the new 

2026 list. 

Dear Parishioners, 

The online member directory has recently been upgraded to a 

newer version of  software. When you log in, you will notice a 

new layout on many of the pages.  You may need to update your 

login         credentials. Please enter your  email address or phone 

number and click the “Sign in” button. You may need to enter a 

new password to save. You will only need to do this once. 

This is a good time to look inside the directory, update your pro-

file, and help other members to update their profile. 

If you have any problems logging in or navigating the directory, 

please contact the church office, Dale Ammentorp or Debbie 

Jedd to assist you. 

Sympathy and Prayers to the family of Viola Collins-Brown who passed away on            

November 11th. Memorial service will be on December 13th at  11:00am at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Edgewater. 

Sympathy and Prayers to the family of former member and church secretary, Jean Ungar, who 

passed away on  November 19th.  

QCD: 

As we head into the final weeks of 2025, you might want to consider donating to EPLC 

from your retirement accounts, taking advantage of the tax benefits of a QCD (Qualified 

Charitable Donation). Please see your financial advisor to discuss if this is an option for 

you.  



Poinsettia Delivery:  
             Would you like to help deliver poinsettias to the homebound? Deliveries would be 

made  around  the weekend of December 6-7 so they can be enjoyed during the holiday season. 

Please sign up in the Welcome Center if you’re able to help! 

Please contact Deacon Carole Edwards at (773) 631-9131 

when you are hospitalized or if you would like a phone call or a visit.  

Even if you would rather not have a visit, we would still appreciate 

the  opportunity to pray for your healing. 

Scheduling a Baptism?  

     Contact the church office at   

773-631-9131to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding?  

Contact the church office to get your date on 

the  calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial 

stages. 

Feeling moved to give? 

    Scan the QR code with 

your camera to visit the 

giving page on our    

website:  

 

Gifts to the General Memorial Fund: 

In memory of Gail & Ray Swanson from Laurie Spinelle and Kris Cichowski  

In memory of John Rose from Emily Macrito 

In memory of Maureen Cassaro from her daughter, Kelli Manchur 

Memorial in memory of Delmar & Beverley Brumm 

Gift to the Music Fund in memory of Maureen Cassaro from her daughter,  

Kelli Manchur 

From Gale Henningsen for new carpeting in the welcome area of the Sanctuary 

Memorial to New Hope Food Pantry in memory of Gayland Luedke from John and 

Susan Wulff 

EPLC 100th Anniversary  

A committee is being formed to plan the celebration for EPLC’s 100th  Anniversary in 

2027.  If interested please contact the church office. 

Memorial gifts to the Foundation     

In memory of Jeff Wilk from Diane Wilk 

In memory of Gil Yost from Barbara Kruse 



 

 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 
www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             

 

 

- 5pm Traditional Worship every Saturday 

- 9am Traditional Worship every Sunday 

- 11am Contemporary Worship every Sunday 

 


