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The Pastor’s Pen

Running Smooth
“Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written
in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.” Joshua 1:8

Warm Greetings,

It's hard to believe that we are halfway through summer. My goodness, time is certainly moving at a pace | care not
to think about, but just go along for the ride. As many of you know, | really enjoy nice cars, and | love watching the
Barrett-Jackson Auto Auctions and the Mecum Auto Auction shows that are televised on the cable networks. | get
super excited when | see classic cars like the 1955 Chevy Bel Air — 2-Door Hardtop or the 1963 Chevrolet Corvette
Stingray — Split window. The Bel Air reminds me of my dad and his love of the classics, and the Stingray is my
dream car — should | ever hit the lottery! :) | sit in amazement when | watch the potential buyers battle for either of
these makes, and the auctioneer continues to ramble as the ticket price climbs into the six-figure range. Wow ...
how things like this hold their value.

Speaking of cars, do you remember your first car? | sure do. | remember turning sixteen one day, going for my
driver’s test the very next day, and passing it on the first try. | also remember my dad telling me, that if | wanted a
car, | had to buy it myself and | had to make sure it was insured and maintained. Now, with my dad being in the “car
business” — running a service station and auto body shop, he was always on the lookout for inexpensive cars. The
day | turned 16, he told me he had a car for me for only two hundred bucks! Needless to say, | was pretty stoked.
This is until | found out it was a 1973 Chevrolet Vega — in a robin’s egg blue color. Are you kidding me? But my pop
said, “Trust me — just check out the interior (like new) and take it for a spin (ran like a top!)” So, | shelled out the two
hundred bucks and enjoyed the freedom that owning my own car afforded.

That is until | realized that Chevy Vega’s were oil-burners. | had to keep a case of oil in the trunk and add a quart
daily if I expected to keep the “sporty hot rod” running so | could get to school and work. The only thing that kept my
car “running smooth” was that daily dose of Pennzoil. Without it, the ride would be rough and sluggish and often
times produce puffs of white smoke to pour out the tailpipe. And as | was watching the auto auction and thinking
about the maintenance of those beautiful cars and the frustration | endured with my first car, it struck me that there
is a correlation to our spiritual walk.

If we expect our walk with Jesus and our daily living to “run smooth” we need to have a daily dose ... not of
Pennzoil, but of God’s Word. You see, just as the oil protects car engines from the wear and tear of daily driving, so
the Word of God protects us from the daily wear and tear of the world around us. And just as the oil in the engine
keeps it running smooth and avoids overheating and seizing up, so the Word of God keeps us running smooth,
helps us battle the rage that may cause overheating in us, and encourages us from seizing up when times get
rough.

Con'ton pg. 3



The Promise of Heaven

Many people wonder what happens to us after death.
While there are many opinions, the Bible is the only
reliable source that provides the answer. Scripture clearly
reveals the truth through an event that occurred many
years ago and continues to have significance to this very
day.

Please join us on Wed., August 5", at 6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. We'll watch a message from Dr. Jeremiah
on this topic and then take time to explore it further
together through group discussion.

These monthly gatherings always prove to be an enjoyable
time of fellowship.

See you then,
Pastor Sue

Bloom Group

August Bloom will be held on Aug. 15 at 12:00 at
Kauffman's Bar-B-Que Restaurant (254 Gravel Pit Rd,
Bethel). After lunch, should you choose to do so, enjoy a
round of mini-golf. Please sign up at the Welcome Center.
If you need a ride, please call Lanette Dussinger at 484-
332-1871.

Ladies’ Luncheon

The Ladies’ Luncheon will be held Tues., Aug. 4™, at 11:30
a.m. at the Red Plate Diner, Wernersville. Sign up at the
Welcome Center. You are welcome even if you didn’t sign
up. We can always pull up another chair. Questions or
comments, call Alice Heimbach at 610-698-5458.

Young @ Heart

In August, Young @ Heart be going to see JOSHUA at
Sight and Sound on Aug., 12" at 11:00 a.m. Be strong and
courageous! From the banks of the Jordan River to the
towering walls of Jericho, JOSHUA is a miraculous
adventure for the whole family. Journey alongside the
people of Israel as they navigate their new-found freedom
in an unforgiving wilderness. Tickets are $93.00 each, and
if you are interested, please Sue Rhoads (A.K.A. Logan’s
mom).

Can You Help Our Neighbors in Need?

Sisters in Christ

In July, 9 sisters attended for a light breakfast,
devotion on God over the Nations led by Valarie
Noeker, and games. We watched Logan beat
her mother at UNO with a lot of laughter and
time for sisters to catch up with each other.

The next Sisters in Christ meeting is scheduled
for Sat., Aug. 8" at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Our time will include a specially sweet treat
breakfast (waffles and ice cream or yogurt and
fruit), devotion led by Jessica Morris, picking of
the next Secret Sisters and social time with our
sisters. Secret Sister questionnaires can be
picked up and returned in Kendra’s office. If you
want to participate in Secret Sisters but can’t
attend on Aug. 8™, just make sure to return your
questionnaire before then. Sign up at the
Welcome Center.

All sisters are always welcome. If you have any
questions, feel free to contact: Valarie Noecker:
(484) 638-2382; valarienoecker@gmail.com

Help Needed for Our Family Member

You may know or have seen Kathy Stott, who
uses a scooter due to disability. She is looking for
a home healthcare provider to work various shifts
(weekdays and an occasional weekend). She
currently has three providers, but one is leaving to
take a hospital position. If you know of someone
who can help her out or would like to discuss
further, please contact Kathy at 610-207-0241.

Women'’s Fall into Forgiveness Bible
Study

A new Bible study for women will be offered this
fall based on Forgiving What You Can't Forget by
Lisa TerKeurst. It will be held on six Tuesday
evenings starting on Sept. 15th starting at 6:30
p.m. (Additional dates: 9/29, 10/13, 10/27, 11/10,
11/24). 1t will feature video teaching, group
discussion, and personal study between
meetings, so participants should purchase the
book and study guide. For questions and
information about obtaining the book and study
guide, contact Valarie Noecker (484-638-2382 or
valarienoecker@gmail.com).

The Wilson Area Food Pantry is always looking for volunteers on the third Friday of each month. In July they
served 93 families -- almost 400 local neighbors in need. The food is given out at West Lawn Community
Center from 3:00-5:00 p.m. on the third Friday, and they can also use help setting up the day before. If you can

help, see the Yochs for details.


mailto:valarienoecker@gmail.com

The Pastor’s Pen con'’t from page 1

My little robin’s egg blue Vega was reliable, and | could trust it to get me from location to location, as long as |
took care of her. The same is true of our lives. If we maintain our lives by eating healthy, getting proper exercise,
and staying close to God by reading His Word daily, we too can expect the vessels God entrusted us with to run
smooth and carry us from location to location.

The world, when not following the ways of God, is determined to do whatever it can to make sure that our souls
and our bodies don’t run smooth. The world is more interested in what it looks like on the outside, where God is
more interested in what is happening on the inside. When we stay close to God, taking in daily doses of His
Word; living for others by reaching out to help the least, the lost, and the lonely; sharing the good news of Jesus
with those who need to feel love and accepted; and worshiping with fellow believers exalting our Sovereign God,
life will run smooth!

Now be sure of this, God never promises that we will not endure some rust, a few knocks, potholes, and detours
in life. But He does promise that we will not travel this journey alone. You see God LOVES us and He loves to
see His children taking care of themselves physically, mentally, and spiritually. Just as Joshua’s words instruct
us to stay close to the Word of God and meditate on it daily, so should we stay close to God by reading our
bibles daily. For if we do, we will prosper and be successful. Trust God in this!

So, as | watched the 1963 Steel Blue Corvette Split Window Stingray bring forth a bid of $127,000 — a value that
just blew my mind, imagine how much more valuable you are to God. It’s up to us to take care of what He has
entrusted us with by staying close to Him and reading His Word daily, so that life might run smooth!

Enjoying this journey with you,
Pastor Jim

Kingdom Men: “The Titus Ten” Resumes
2" & 4th Saturday | 8:30 — 10:00 a.m. | Coffee House

The study of “The Titus Ten” resumes in August. For many years, Josh Smith has used the teaching from the
book of Titus to lead men’s groups to a clearer understanding of biblical manhood. With topics such as
Dominion, Gospel, Identity, Assignment, Authority, Character, Doctrine, Mission, Zeal, and Investments, |
encourage you to come and learn, be filled and be encouraged. Scripture instructs us “And let us consider how
we may ‘spur one another one’ toward love and good deeds.” (Hebrews 10:24) All men are welcome to join at
any time.

Moment for Missions

Moment for Missions for August is Lighthouse Women's and Children's Center, located behind the Hope Rescue
Mission building in Reading. Lighthouse provides temporary housing for women and children who are homeless.
They offer transitional housing up to six months and emergency shelter for 1-3 nights. Residents are provided
with counseling for medical, housing, educational, behavioral issues. Guests are offered spiritual enrichment to
learn about the “good news” as well.

Hope Rescue Mission Clothing Drive

St. John’s will be supporting Hope Rescue Mission through a clothing drive during the entire month of
September. We will be collecting men's, women's, and children's lightly used clothing and shoes as well as new
underwear. Look for boxes under the balcony. Clothing will be picked up the beginning of October. (If you have
or come across any large boxes we can use for collection, please bring them to church.)

Church Picnic Coming Up!

Our annual church picnic will be held on Sun., Aug, 23", starting at 10:30 a.m. at the tent at Green Valley Swim
Club (160 Green Valley Rd., Sinking Spring). There will not be any services in the church building that day.
Check out the sign-up sheets at the Welcome Center for needed food items for lunch following the service. If you
are interest in being baptized that day, please reach out to Pastor Jim.



*siny] "‘paM ‘uon

INd 00:€ -V 00:6
:SINOH 991340

6¢C
NV 0€:8
us|y wopbury
e
INd 00:CT
woo)g
NV GT:8

1sbpjpaig s,.usiN

Gl

T e
AV 0€:8
8 us wopbhury

14!

L

W

*s)ybiu € -1 410} 19119ys Aouahiawe

Wd 00:T
qnQ AAbN

LC 9¢ 14

INd SP:G 108foid
99IN19G anosay adoH

0¢ 6l - 8l g

INd 0€:9
bunesiy
1p100S }13)sbg

Nd 0€:g diysiom isnf

Nd 0€:G diysiop 3sng AV 00:TT

HDBH 1V bunoi

el o 1l

Nd 0€:9® UannaH
jo asjwoid ayl,,

«»

d 0€:g diysiom isnf

NV 0E:TT
uoayoun- salpn

1%

pup syjuow xis 0} dn Buisnoy jpuoi}isuni} pup burjasunod iajo AayL
*SS9]aWoY 940 oYM U3Jp1IYo pun uawom o} buisnoy Ainiodway apinoid Aay L
*13}ua s, uaipliyd pun upPWoM asnoyiybi s1 suoissi|yl 10j JUSWOIA 3shbny

d

€ /T

Ll

INd 00:L
‘B3N A103sISuo0)

¢ﬁw

INd G1:9 ss07 3d

ol

C—3
Iz

NV 0€:0T 1pUOi}IpRIL
Y 00:6 Ainiodwajuo)
-4yi0€e

S92INI8S 1810 ON

J0NH ® dludid
0¢ \MN yainyo -,,€¢

NV 0€:0T 10UOI}IpDIL
VY 00:6 Ainiodweiuo)

1+

IV 0€:0T 1pbuUoi}ipRil
YV 00:6 Liniodwaiuo)

S

6

NV 0S:0T 10uo1}IpRI]L
NV 00:6 Liniodwiajuo)

|




Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

Our next monthly breakfast will be held on Sat., Aug. 15t at
8:15 in the Fellowship Hall. Don Walters and his kitchen crew
will be prepare a delicious breakfast ($5/pp). The devotional
leader this month will be Don Himlin.

For our July breakfast, we had 15 men attend, and a special
thank you to John Scales for cooking the breakfast. Dave
Parmer was our devotional leader, and he discussed the topic
of artificial intelligence (Al), and how as Christians we should
address it. He indicated Christians should approach Al as a
tool for productivity and efficiency, rather than a source of
moral authority or spiritual guidance. Al can handle of number
of useful items, but it must be approached with distinctive
boundaries and guardrails. These include having Al tread upon
a number of the Ten Commandments, including the image of
being God-like, idol worship, deception, unauthorized
information, and being coveted. Most importantly we need to
remember Al is not human, does not have wisdom, cannot
love, or communicate to God. Several men also shared their
perspectives and experiences with Al.

For this month’s breakfast, there is a sign-up sheet on the
Welcome Center counter, or you can respond back to the email
reminders that will be sent out closer to the date. We finish
around 9:30 or shortly thereafter. Men of all ages are always
welcome to join in this time of food, fun, and fellowship, as the
bonding of brothers in the body of Christ cannot be broken!

Serving Dinner: Hope Rescue Mission

Our next monthly meal at Hope Rescue Mission (HRM) will be
Wed., Aug. 19" at 5:45 p.m. Thanks to the six folks who served
in July. The mission is located at 645 N. 6th St., Reading. There
is a sign-up sheet at the counter for up to eight folks to serve
the meal, pour the drinks, hand out trays, and interact with the
men while they eat.

We may serve between 100 and 150 men and should finish
between 7:00 and 7:15. Thank you to being a beacon to serving
the least of these, as Jesus taught us to be as his followers in
Matthew 25!

Pet Loss Support Group

The Pet Loss Support group will meet again on Monday, Aug.
3rd starting at 6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Sessions are led
by Dr. Becky Frank, DVM, associate veterinarian with Lap of
Love Veterinary Hospice. Dr. Becky is also certified in
Thanatology (death, loss, grief, and bereavement). The
program entails six different sessions and participants may join
at any time. For more information, visit: www.stjohnsss.org/pet-
loss

M&M Essentials Bags

Children's Ministry

Hello everyone. | am calling on my brothers and
sisters from St. John’s to lend me a helping hand,
please?! | am looking for Sunday School Teachers
and helpers!

» Sunday School is from 9:00-10:00 a.m.

* | have the curriculum that gives you everything
you need (Bible Lesson, games ideas, hand-
outs, etc.).

» Our kids are truly wonderful! (Don’t judge them
if they are your own or your grandkids ... they
are always better behaved during Sunday
School!)

» There are four different classes:

o Pre-K and Kindergarten
1st & 2nd graders
31 & 4t graders
5t & 6th graders

O O O

Do not let your fear of not “knowing it all” come into
play! There’s nothing better to a child than realizing
that an adult doesn’t actually know something. But we
do know people who we can ask and get the answers!

Do not let the “commitment” scare you away either ...
I’'m REALLY hoping that we can get several people to
teach, so you may only have to do it once a month or
sO.

Trust me when | say the relationships that you will
form with these children will make a life-time
impression on them ~ and you!

PLEASE pray about this opportunity and ask me any
questions!

Jr. Church can also use more volunteers! You may
have noticed Sundays with “No Jr. Church.” The
reason: no volunteers. Talk to me if you want to know
more about this ministry.

Proverbs 22:6 states “Start children off on the way they
should go, and even when they are old they will not turn

from it.” This is a great instruction St. John’s ... even if
teaching is not one of your spiritual gifts, I'm positive
that you scored a few points on being a helper! Won't
you please help me raise our children in the way they
should go?

Blessings,
Kendra Bertoti
724-766-1816

We thank you for all your donations! We have been able to expand the M&M Essentials Bags Ministry into UPMC Magee
Women'’s Hospital in Pittsburgh; Penn State Health, Lancaster Medical Center as well as Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia. Over 200 bags have been delivered. Please continue to donate to this ministry, because | just know it will

keep growing. Thank you! ~ Kendra
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the
mission of St. John'’s is to raise up,

nurture, and encourage disciples to
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teachings of Jesus Christ, His son.

Vision:

Helping people and neighborhoods

encounter Jesus!
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Communion: Sun., Aug. 2™ | Both Services

Annual Church Outdoor Service & Picnic
Sun., Aug. 23" | 10:30 a.m. (one service only)
Green Valley Swim Club (details inside)

JOIN US SUNDAYS!
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship & Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship

Livestreaming:

Both Sunday worship services are livestreamed on
the church’s YouTube channel at:
https://www.youtube.com/user/sjrcss

Visit our website for more information:

www.stjohnsss.org
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	2026
	Sunday
	Monday
	Pet Loss 6:45 PM

	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Kingdom Men 8:30 AM
	Ladies Luncheon 11:30 AM
	“The Promise of Heaven” @6:30 PM
	Sisters-in-Christ 9:00 AM
	Just Worship 5:30 PM
	Consistory Mtg. 7:00 PM
	Basket Social Meeting 6:30 PM
	Young At Heart 11:00 AM
	Just Worship 5:30 PM
	Men’s Breakfast 8:15 AM
	Bloom 12:00 PM
	Hope Rescue Service Project 5:45 PM
	Just Worship 5:30 PM
	Kingdom Men 8:30 AM
	23rd- Church            Picnic @
	23/ 30
	24/ 31
	Navy Club  1:00 PM
	Just Worship 5:30 PM
	Traditional 10:30 AM
	Traditional 10:30 AM
	Traditional 10:30 AM
	GVCC No other services
	Traditional 10:30 AM
	August Moment for Missions is Lighthouse Woman and Children’s Center. They provide temporary housing to women and children who are homeless. They offer counseling and transitional housing up to six months and emergency shelter for 1-3 nights.
	Office Hours:  9:00 AM- 3:00 PM Mon, Wed. Thurs.






