
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 



Worship July 19, 2026 
Welcome! 

*Indicates Please Stand 
 
Prelude Sicilienne by Maria Theresia von Paradis 
 
Welcome, Announcements, and Invitations 
 
- Call to Worship  
Leader: God of Hope, we gather in your presence with confidence that 
you will guide us on our path of life. 
All: Where there is sadness, bring joy. 
Leader: Where there is tiredness, bring refreshment. 
All: Where there is fear, bring courage.  
Leader: Where there is weakness, bring strength.  
All: Where there is despair, bring hope. 
Leader: Let this place be home for holy words and songs and prayers 
as we devote ourselves to you. 
All: Let us worship God together!  
 
* Hymn # 619 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
 
- Time for Reconciliation (written by Rev. Beth Merrill Neel) 
Leader: Holy God, giver of life and forgiver of sin, we come to you now 
with hope: Hope that you will always love us, 
All: Hope that you will not hold our sin against us, 
Leader: Hope that you will turn us around from what is evil, toward what 
is good. 
All: Hope that you will walk with us as we seek your way.  
Leader: We pause for a moment of silence, to privately confess our sins 
to God, and to forgive those who have sinned against us.  
 
Moment of Silent Confession 
 
Leader: Sisters and brothers in Christ, hear and believe the good news of 
the Gospel: In Jesus Christ, all is forgiven! 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
* Response: Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
World without end, amen, amen. 
 
Passing of the peace 
 

Special Music  Prelude and Dance Renee L. Cain 
   Nora Young, flute 
 
Kids’ Time 
 
Scripture Reading: Romans 8:18-25 
18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for 
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
in labor pains until now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
Sermon:     Hope is the thing with talons  
 
* Hymn # 401 Gather Us In 
 
Offering  
 
* Doxology 
 
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
- You’ve given us people to love. We shout Alleluia for ____________! 
 
- You’ve given us people who love us. We shout Alleluia for __________! 
 
- You’ve given us beautiful places. We shout Alleluia for _____________! 
 
 
- You’ve given us things to hope for. We shout Alleluia for ___________! 
 
* Hymn # 547 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude Prelude in C Major, BWW 547  by J.S. Bach 
 

*Bulletin cover by Jacob Van Rooyen 


