The Grove Covenant Church
December 14, 2025

Welcome and
Morning Announcements

Advent Candle Lighting

Worship in Song

Morning Prayer

Scene 1
“Be Born in Me”

Scene 2
“Silent Night”

Scene 3
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Scene 4

Worship in Song

Benediction

Next Week’s Scripture

Stacey Littlefield
Lead Pastor

Joy

“O Come All Ye Faithful”
“What Child Is This”

Chuck Potts
Pastor of Young Adults

Penny Clark

Children’s Choir

Children’s Choir

“Joy To the World”

John 3:16-17, Philippians 2:5-11

To Know God, Follow Jesus, and Pursue God's Purposes in the World
www.thegrovecov.church



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203%3A16-17&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A5-11&version=NLT
https://www.thegrovecov.church/

“CHRISTMAS BRAINSTORM” Cast
Written by Chuck Potts

JOEL: Joel Travis SHEPHERD 1: Charlotte Coates
GRACE: Grace Stanfield SHEPHERD 2: Joel Wiley
GRANDPA: Joshua Mueller SHEPHERD 3: Serena Jewell
MARY: Millie Travis SHEEP 1: Caleb Martin
JOSEPH: Malachi Dickinson SHEEP 2: Abram Sheets
ANGEL: Colin Rambo DARK FIGURE: Sean Potts

THIS WEEK AT THE GROVE COVENANT CHURCH

Today 9:00am
10:30am
11:30am

Monday 9:00am
6:30pm

Wednesday 6:30am
6:30pm

Thursday 5:30pm
5:30pm

Friday 9:00am
6:30pm

Saturday 9:00am

Save the Date
December 24

Adult Christian Formation, Great Room

Children’s Christmas Program, Sanctuary and Online
Toddler Nursery (Birth - 3 years old)

Reception, Lobby

Pickleball, Life Center Gym
Men’s Monthly Meal, Teay’s River

Men’s Morning Bible Study, Zoom
Men’s Evening Group, Room 10

No Youth Group

Bauer Family Meal, Bauer Community Center
Pervasive Prayer, Offsite

Pickleball, Life Center Gym
Youth Christmas Party, Life Center

Pickleball, Life Center Gym

Christmas Eve Services, 6:00pm & 9:00pm

Holiday Office Hours: The church office will be closed December 25 - January 1 to give our staff time
to rest and spend time with loved ones during the holiday season! If you need to contact the church
during that time, please leave a phone message and someone will review those messages. There will
be a pastor on call for emergencies.



Christmas Outreach: It’s that time of year again when we raise money to help our community during
Christmas and Beyond. We have raised $10,100 of our $12,000 goal. Please donate above your
regular tithe to the church. Donations can be made here. Questions? Contact Ronda or call the office.

Congregational Meeting and Council Nominees: The Annual Meeting of The Grove Covenant Church
takes place on Sunday, January 18, 2026, where we will elect 2 council members. The council
nominates Sally Louk and Audette Taylor, each for their second three-year term. Nominations from
the congregation for these two positions will also be accepted provided nominees are received no
later than January 4, 2026, and that those nominated 1) have been members of The Grove for at least
4 years and 2) have agreed in advance to have their names placed in nomination. To nominate
someone for council, please submit this form no later than January 4, 2026.

Christmas Yard Signs: In line with our Touchstone of WELCOME, Christmas Eve is a great time to
welcome others to our church. We have yard signs for you to borrow and place in your yard to
advertise our Christmas Eve services. We would love for you to pick one up after worship today and
return them after the Christmas season. You can find them at the East Counter as you leave worship.
We thank you in advance for helping us spread the word!

Advent Text Prompts: During the season of Advent, we offer daily text prompts to engage in. To
participate, text ADVENT to 765-544-5999 or email the office. Each weekday, you will receive a
prompt following the structure of the YIELD practice during the season of Advent.

The Grove App! Have you ever wondered what’s happening in the life of the church here at The
Grove and not known how to find out? Well, the best way for us to stay connected as a Church is by
using The Grove Covenant Church app for your phone or tablet! You can go here to download and
find some helpful tips on how to use the app!

Adult Christian Formation: Sunday mornings at 9:00am in the Great Room. We are studying the book
“The Scandal of Forgiveness” by Philip Yancey

Men’s Ministry
e Wednesday Morning Men’s Fellowship: Join us each week at 6:30am via Zoom. The group is
studying the book of Matthew using an NT Wright commentary. For an invite, please email Ken
Ritchey. We'd love to see you there.

e Wednesday Evening Study: Pastor Kurt’s weekly study meets Wednesdays in Room 10 at
6:30pm. They will do a one-hour inductive bible study that tracks with our sermon series. We
hope you can join them.

e Men’s Monthly Meal: Men, join us for our monthly meal TOMORROW, December 15, at
6:30pm at Teay’s River (3000 S 9th St) for good food and conversation.

Women’s Ministry:
e Mugs and Muffins: Join us on January 10 from 9:30-11:00am in the Great Room! Bring your
favorite mug and enjoy a warm drink, muffins, and conversation with us. RSVP Here.


https://www.covchurchgiving.com/p-3593-christmas-outreach.aspx
mailto:rooms@thegrovecov.church?subject=Christmas%20Outreach
https://35345.people.myamplify.io/external/form/f7f31f47-0ef8-4022-943b-3be0ccceb474
https://into.church/N9xFuiCx
mailto:dclark@thegrovecov.church?subject=Advent%20texts
https://www.thegrovecov.church/yield
https://www.thegrovecov.church/app
mailto:kritchey@tds.net
mailto:kritchey@tds.net
https://35345.people.myamplify.io/external/form/a1358393-f39b-488f-98db-cb292acc2754

1935 Young Adults (roughly ages 19 to 35-ish):

e 1935 Nights: All young adults are invited to come and connect through conversation and fun at
our regular 1935 Night gatherings. Young adults are welcome to gather from 6:30 to 8:30pm
every other Friday at the Life Center. To get details on location and the latest plans, please fill
out the interest form on the 1935 page of our website.

Youth Group:
e Christmas Party: This Friday, December 19, youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for a
Christmas party from 6:30-8:30pm in the Life Center. We'll have snacks, desserts, games, and
more. Bring a friend, wear those ugly sweaters and join us for a celebration of Christmas!

e High School Lock-in: High School students are invited to attend a Lock-In at The Grove
Covenant Church on Friday, January 2nd. All students attending need to have a parent/legal
guardian fill out a sign-up/permission form. Please contact Pastor Chuck for any questions.

e Wednesday Gathering: Wednesday Youth Gatherings will resume January 14.

¢ Young Life: Young Life will resume on February 9.

Children’s Ministry
e Our preschool, Kindergarten, and 1%-5™ grade classes will meet today, but these groups will
take a break on December 28 and January 4. The nursery will remain open all Sundays, and Kids
Out Loud classes will resume on January 11.

Pickleball at The Grove Covenant Church: We will have courts open on Monday and Friday mornings,
at 9:00am. We're open to all levels of play and especially looking forward to making new friends.
We'll limit play to members and attenders of The Grove Covenant Church and their invited guests. If
you would like to get an email with schedule updates, let us know here.

LifeGroups: Building community and growing in our relationships with Christ are key to what it means
for us to know God, follow Jesus, and pursue God's purposes in the world. LifeGroups are small
groups of people who meet at least twice a month for fellowship, prayer, and spiritual formation.
New LifeGroups typically form in the fall, but if you are not in a LifeGroup and want to be, just fill out
this interest form and we will contact you with more information.

Toiletry Drive: The Grove is hosting a toiletry closet to help those in need in our community. With
recent changes to SNAP benefits, it’s getting even harder for those who are struggling financially to
make ends meet. Please sign up to bring items such as toilet paper, shampoo, and other items listed.
Signing up helps us to be sure to have a variety of products available. You can drop off items at the
East Counter.


https://www.thegrovecov.church/1935
https://35345.people.myamplify.io/external/form/2d42ca25-da97-40fe-a79a-1a5ba3dd6be5
mailto:%20cpotts@thegrovecov.church?subject=HS%20Lock-in
https://www.thegrovecov.church/subscribe
http://www.thegrovecov.church/lifegroups
https://35345.people.myamplify.io/external/form/4ae78159-9bbf-414d-8086-4b2b27edd0cb
https://35345.people.myamplify.io/external/form/4ae78159-9bbf-414d-8086-4b2b27edd0cb

Please Pray For:
Recovery from Surgery: Jordan Quesada, Fran Nance, Terri Clark, Pam Crum, Linda Kelly, Todd Crum,
Linda Helmerick, Marilyn Ziemer

Health Concerns

Church Attenders: Ken Ritchey, Kate Cogswell, Freda Brock, Allen Busenitz, Terri Clark, Marge Elliott,
Marilyn Grenat, Solomon Hatke, Vickie Henry, Perry Kirkham, Denny Lancaster, Margaret Maitlen,
Denise Senesac, Judi Stanfield, Jill Taul, Nina Thayer, Ben Waninger, Nate Waninger, Jane Warner

Church Attenders’ Family: Deb Burrow’s parents (Chuck and Rosemary Vendl), Kim Gibson’s mom (Kay
Brady), Kyra Mclntosh’s dad (Mike), John Barrett’s sister (Pat Sheahan), Lynette Hamer’s mom
(Caroline Wiatt), Pam Gellenbeck’s brother (Mike Swindle), Bill Senesac’s brother (Don Senesac), April
Wiley’s dad and stepmom (David and Mary Holscher), Linda Jones’ husband (Roy Jones) and father
(Don Nelson), Sandy Waninger’s father (Jim Siegfried), Matt Waninger’s sister (Lisa Reynolds), brother
(Brian Waninger), Lisa Kohl’s brother (Tony Kohl), Kari Ekenstedt’s mother (Sheila)

Mission of the Week: Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Covenant Missionaries, Latin American Coordinators
Service Person of the Week: Travis Crites, Army, Liz and Rick Schmalzried’s nephew

Prayer Focus: Outreach Ministries: Director Ronda Ooms, Miller School Projects, Bauer Community
Center, Housing Ministry

Care Team: As Care Team members, our hope is to care for and support those who are hurting during
challenging times. We will listen, be present with you, and pray for you. Please respond here to have
one of our referral coordinators contact you.

Stewardship at a Glance

November Budget $77,687  [Fiscal Year Budget 7.1.25-11.30.25 $388,434
Weekly Amount Needed $17,928 [Fiscal Year Giving 7.1.25-11.30.25 $368,300
Last Week’s Offering $20,012  [Fiscal Year Expenses 7.1.25-11.30.25 $375,454
December Amnt Needed $57,675

Go to thegrovecov.church to find out ways you can connect with others in our church community

OOO THE GROVE To give online, follow this link or follow the link in 265.474.4842
the Bible App.

COVENANT CHURCH



https://www.thegrovecov.church/care
https://www.thegrovecov.church/
https://www.covchurchgiving.com/c-27-evangelical-covenant-church-of-lafayette.aspx
http://www.thegrovecov.church/bibleapp

