
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 17, 2023 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be 
found at tedgoshorn.org.

The artwork on the cover is a photo by Caleb Jones. 
https://unsplash.com/photos/man-wearing-gray-t-shirt-standing-on-forest-J3JMyXWQHXU

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation



Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Johann Pachelbel

Entrance & Praise

Children’s Nativity  

Carols are sung by the congregation as the children present the nativity story.

O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;  

above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.   
Yet in the dark streets shineth the everlasting light;   

the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

Gentle Mary
Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger;   

There he lay, the undefiled, to the world a stranger.   
Such a babe in such a place, can he be the Savior?   

Ask the saved of all the race who have found his favor.

Lighting of the Advent Candle Matthew Hagadorn and Liddie Knoche

One: As we light this candle, we await the coming of Jesus Christ, “who came to 
earth as a vulnerable infant, called ordinary people as disciples, died on the 
cross, and now, raised from the dead, is Lord of all.” We remember that God 
has a habit of bringing an abundance out of the common, the everyday, and 
the small. As we await the coming of Christ, we imagine together how we 
can share the love of God through mustard-seed-sized acts of compassion, 
forgiveness and mercy, “trusting that God will bring the growth.”

All:   God will use our mustard-sized gospel seeds in miraculous ways.  
Praise the God of small seeds and mighty power!

Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,   

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.   
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!



Who is this whose silent advent summons mortals now to see? Word of God 
made flesh in secret, wisdom of eternity. Stand amazed as you behold him: 
Paradox of God’s design. Lord transcendent, yet incarnate:  
Fully human and divine!
Reason cracks; it cannot hold him. God and man enfleshed as one! Faith 
alone, mind’s transformation, leads us to embrace the Son. God’s abode 
enclosed no longer, by the cult to temple tied. Holiness is loosed among us, 
all creation sanctified!
Harbinger of final triumph, infant born in Bethlehem; Come in fullness now 
to save us, break into our lives again! Stand amazed as you behold him: 
Paradox of God’s design. Lord transcendent, yet incarnate:  
Fully human and divine! 
By Lynn M. Labs, copyright 2004, cf. Upper Room Worshipbook #205

* Affirmation of Faith Chace Crowell 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!  
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!  
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression, and rule in equity.

* Gloria Patri ELLACOMBEHail to the Lord’s Anointed

We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,   

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.   
O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,   

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

The First Noel
The first Noel the angel did say  

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!   

Let earth receive her King;   
let every heart prepare him room,   

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,   
and heaven and heaven, and nature sing.  



Chace CrowellResponsive Psalm Psalm 126, Response 2 (UMH 847)

Proclamation & Response

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the poor baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

Anthem Away in a Manger Arr. David Willcocks

Sermon Rev. Stone 

Morning Prayer

Rev. StoneScripture Reading Genesis 2:4-9 (Pew Bible pg 2)
4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created. In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5 when 
no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no vegetation of the field had 
yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and 
there was no one to till the ground, 6 but a stream would rise from the earth 
and water the whole face of the ground— 7 then the Lord God formed man from 
the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 
man became a living being. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in 
the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 Out of the ground 
the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good 
for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



Offertory Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Johannes Brahms
Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give or in the offering plate.

* Hymn No. 229 W SLOBIE LEZYInfant Holy, Infant Lowly

Benediction & Sending Forth Rev. Stone

Postlude Sing We Now of Christmas Richard Hudson

Offering of our Tithes & Gifts

Sending Forth

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,  
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.  

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;  
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

Doxology HYFRYDOLCome, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Joining in Membership Rev. StoneStanton Eversole

Members of the household of God, I comment Stanton to your love and care. Do 
all in your power to increase his faith, confirm his hope, and perfect him in love.

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you 
in Christian love. As members together with you in the body of Christ and in 
this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant 
faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything God may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!

Longest Night Service | December 20 | 6:00 pm
This service is designed for when all is not merry and bright. While Christmas 
brings joy, it can also bring sorrow, difficult memories, and melancholy. And 
that’s okay! Join together in worship to give space to those emotions and to find 
encouragement through being a church family together.

Christmas Eve at Mulberry
• Potluck Breakfast | 10:00 am | Fellowship Hall 

Bring a casserole or your favorite breakfast food to share before we begin our 
11:00 am service!

• Family-Friendly Service | 11:00 am | Fellowship Hall 
Join us for a casual time of worship and fun to celebrate Christmas Eve. We’ll 
have a Christmas hymn sing-along, hear Ms. Elisa tell the Christmas story, and 
more! Everyone is invited to come ring in Christmas with your favorite carols!

• Evening Candlelight Service | 5:00 pm | Sanctuary 
A joyous occasion featuring communion and singing by candlelight. Mark the 
highlight of the Advent season by joining together in worship!  
Music of the season featuring harpist Betsy Fitzgerald begins at 4:30 pm.

Covenant Renewal Service | January 7
This special service, written by John Wesley, calls on us to make a new year’s 
resolution to deepen our commitment to God. Through a time of preaching, 
liturgy, and remembrance of our baptism, we together will embark on the 
faith journey afresh and anew. We look forward to seeing you here on Sunday, 
January 7!



719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Season of Advent

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

The season of Advent, which is the 
four Sundays leading up to Christmas, 
is a time of preparation and anticipation 
for the coming of Christ. It is also the 
beginning of the church year. The color 
of the paraments is blue to represent the 
hope and expectation that define Advent.
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