
St. Henry’s Pastoral Council 

May 20, 2025  7:00 p.m.  
   

X Linda Banker    X Roberta Harvey 

X Jim Colton  E Deacon Bob Pasquarelli    

X Fr. John Cronin    X Cathy Peake  

X Maryann Francis    X  Marsha Wereb   

X Julie Hanson  X  Amber Jeffer 

X Mary Ellen Trumbull   

 

Also present:  Gail Lindeman, Trustee. 

After the opening prayer, the minutes of the March meeting were approved and okayed to be sent for publication.  

There was not an April meeting due to Holy Week. 

Father John stated he will be meeting with the Finance Committee soon and work on a proposed budget with the 

bookkeeper.  Deacon Bob recommended that new Trustees be appointed, and that there is one person who is interested.  

As far as finances go, Father John said things are running well. 

Discussion was held regarding what we can do to reach out to people to bring them into the Church.  A study has 

shown there is a hunger in society to find faith and belonging, to feel welcome.  Suggestions made were:  should we 

have more scripture groups, men’s group, something else.  There is a need to make connections to encourage return to 

the Church. One idea was to evangelize to parents through the children.  Showing a commitment by making it a regular 

practice to come to church.  

Making St. Henry’s and it’s events more easily accessible by all generations via social media was discussed.  Starting 

an Instagram site, making it public, and announcing its availability in the bulletin.  Using the site to ask people why 

they’re not coming back.  Invite people who are looking for church structure, what is the purpose.  Also, what’s filling 

your bucket; joy, kindness, gratefulness.  A streaming video on You Tube would need consistency and that’s not possible 

right now.    

Other suggestions for reaching out to those parishioners who haven’t returned, as well as anyone looking to find out 

about us, have Father John make an announcement at Mass that if any parishioners know of other parishioners who 

have not returned, they let him know.  Different ways of reminding these people what it’s like to be a member of the St. 

Henry’s community were shared, such as with a small charm/item.   Another example given was painting St. Henry’s 

website on rocks and leaving them around for those interested to pick up.     

A monthly calendar of events inserted in the bulletin was thought to be helpful for our parishioners.  The children’s 

liturgy schedule, breakfasts, dinners, speakers, bp screenings, something that could be easily viewed by the parishioners 

so they could plan accordingly to participate more in what’s offered here.  Linda and Maryann will work on an example 

of such a calendar.   

Bottom line, we are to encourage the community of St. Henry’s to be a good example, live as a good Catholic, expose 

others to how fulfilling their life can be sharing our faith. 

Breakfasts have stopped for the summer.  If more help is needed when it resumes in the Fall the survey should be 

used to get more volunteers. 



Father John’s visit to Julie’s class was a great success.  He said he will try to visit again. 

It was brought up that there is an app available on certain phones that supplies the weekly liturgy.  I didn’t get who 

was going to look into it.  

On Sunday, June 22nd, Corpus Christi, Father John will commission/recognize the Eucharistic Ministers.  There will be 

a training for all Eucharistic Ministers, and those who wish to become one, on July 2nd at 6 p.m. in the church.  

A quick review of the Parish picnic showed everything was pretty much covered.  People to sell the raffle tickets will 

be asked  for at the picnic.   

The position of secretary of the Pastoral Council will become vacant at the next meeting.  Cathy has asked members 

to consider taking the position.  I have truly enjoyed working with all of you and know in my heart that the future of St. 

Henry’s is in excellent hands.  Thank you all. 

Next meeting will be Tuesday, June 17th, at 6:00 p.m. the rectory.  It coincides with Father John’s 8th anniversary as a 

priest.  It will be a picnic, so watch for a request for what you’ll be bringing.  The Finance Committee as well as the 

Trustees will be invited.  It was suggested that Father Lenaghan also be invited, the Campus Minister at Christ Son of 

Justice.  He’s quite successful with connecting with kids.  

Respectfully submitted 

Maryann Francis 


