
Prayers from Sunday, May 10, 2026

Adrienne, Donna, Elizabeth, Catherine, Gio, Mikey, Nadia and Ed, Flor, Jennifer and family, Sandy and family, Felipe and family, Madison, 

Derek, Rob, Mary and Buck, Alphonso and family, Terry, Craig, Kathy K, Kevin and family, Cynthia, Jean and family, Tony, Grace, Debra and 

Kathleen, Ethan, Gideon, Adelyn, Cindy, Edee, family of Nick Supplee, the Veal family, Christopher, Harold and Gail, Robin,  

Each week in worship and in our church staff meetings we lift your prayer requests that were submitted.  Please send your prayer for inclusion 

in the announcements to prayers@fairlingtonumc.org or call  703.671.8557. 

Flower Dedications: Sanctuary flowers are sponsored by…

Worship Series: Embodied Discipleship — Love Boldly and Lead 

Courageously: Beginning April 12, join us for a six-week worship series exploring 

what it means to live the way of Christ in our daily lives. In Embodied Discipleship: 

Love Boldly and Lead Courageously, we will follow the Gospel story from Thomas 

the Twin to the Great Commission, with sheep, fish, and the Advocate guiding us 

along the way. Together, we’ll discover how we are formed, empowered, and sent to 

live as disciples in the world.

May 10 — Lead Courageously (Confirmation Sunday): Scripture: Ephesians 6.10–

18; John 14.15–21

May 17 — Disciples Serve the World (Youth Sunday): Scripture: Romans 12.1–8; 

Matthew 28.16–20

Flower Dedications: A white rose has been placed in memory of Dena Chambliss, who died 

on May11, 2026, mother of Necia Chambliss, grandmother to Ava Chambliss.

Help Wanted for Adopt-A-Block: The Caring for God’s Creation team is looking for a Team Captain for the Adopt -A-Block program for 

May 2 from 10-11am. Duties include recruiting people to pick up trash along the sidewalks from Menokin Drive through Early Street to 

Braddock Road. Trash bags, gloves and safety vests provided.  Please consider volunteering. It’s suitable for all ages and can be fun for a 

group. Scouts welcomed too. Contact Anne Wilson (wilsanne@gmail.com or 703-963-0834) for more information

FUMC Food Mission with ALIVE!: Our next Food Mission Distribution is 

Wednesday, May 20. Volunteers are needed from 4–6:30 PM, and community food 

pickup will take place from 5–6:30 PM. Sign up to volunteer through our website or 

through this LINK. For questions, contact Meg Broadwell at meg2mtns@gmail.com or 

202-805-2160.

Fairlington UMM Annual Outing to Luray – Saturday, May 16: Join the Fairlington United Methodist Men for their annual outing to 

Luray on Saturday, May 16. The day will include hiking organized by Stephen Ng (syn104@aol.com), canoeing or kayaking organiz ed by 

Andrew Hunter (andrew.hunter129@verizon.net), or a self-defined activity of your choice. Once the hiking and river groups arrive, everyone will 

gather for a leisurely cookout at Clint Stretch’s place on Old Mine Lane in Luray. Watch for additional details coming soon. For more 

information, contact Clint Stretch at clint.stretch@gmail.com.

Habitat Workdays: Join us each Tuesday from 9:30–11:00 AM in the 

Wilderness Habitat for weekly maintenance and care of this special space. Meet 

in the upper parking lot and help us keep the habitat thriving for all to enjoy!

Caring for God’s Creation May Pro Tip: Leave no trace. Have a picnic and 

then be sure to clean up all leftovers or debris. Pack it in/pack it out. Take your 

trash home with you. Before you leave, challenge children to see if they can find 

any indication that someone was there. Teach by example. 

Coffee with the Pastor: Janine will be holding “coffee shop hours” from 10 AM – 12 PM at Alexandria Pastry Shop on May 27. 

Join her for some coffee, a delicious treat, and great conversations! 
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FREE Community Meals Continue – We need your help!: The 

Free Community Lunch we hosted on Veteran's Day was a wonderful 

success and we plan to host a monthly community dinner on Tuesday  

March 10th  from 4:30 to 6:30 pm, but we need your help! Volunteers 

are needed to: help set up, prepare food, greet guests, and help wash up 

at the end. If you would like to support in any capacity please reach out 

to Val Berry at valbarlva@aol.com.

Sunday Night Youth Group is officially starting! Youth Group will be from 5 – 

7 PM on Sundays. Youth Group will typically follow the pattern of gathering, praying 

for the meal, then eating dinner together, breaking into our lesson, small groups 

occasionally, closing prayer, then time in fellowship. Help make Youth Group 

possible! There are two ways to assist with Sunday Night Youth Group. We’re 

looking for volunteers to help lead Youth Group and volunteers to provide dinner. If 

you’re interested, use the sign-up below. Have questions about volunteering? Don’t 

hesitate to reach out to Logan at youth@fairlingtonumc.org. Sign up to volunteer 

HERE!

Half-Time Kids Club: Children are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall for a time of games, activities, 

and hanging out on Sunday mornings (April 12th-May 17th) from 10:30-11:00AM.  Coffee will be available 

for the adults, and plenty of ways for the kids to get engaged.  Questions? Contact Christian at 

christian@fairlingtonumc.org.

Family Dinner Night: Join us on Wednesday, May 6 from 5:45–7:00 PM, 

dinner will be a cookout. Enjoy a great meal and fellowship with your church 

family. The cost is $30 per family or $10 per person (financial assistance 

available). RSVP to Christian at christian@fairlingtonumc.org. 

Furniture Delivery Volunteers Needed: Our congregation will be picking 

up and delivering gently used donated furniture with ALIVE! on Saturday, May 

9 from 7:30 AM - 1 PM. It's a ministry that changes lives. Each piece of 

furniture delivered represents more than just comfort—it offers dignity, stability, 

and hope to families who need it most. CLICK HERE to sign up! 

Leadership Team Update:  Your church Leadership Team is pleased to update the congregation on key issues we are 

addressing so far in 2026 that include creation care, our campus, and finances. Please follow the link to find out more about 

the important work happening at FUMC. 

Family Fun Day: Join us on Saturday, May 30 from 12:00 PM to 8:00 PM at 

Pohick Bay Park (Picnic Shelter #1) for a day of fun, food, and fellowship. Families 

are welcome to come and go as their schedules allow, and the park offers a variety of 

activities for all ages.  Fairlington will provide the main course for both lunch and 

dinner, and we ask everyone to bring a side dish to share. To learn more about the 

park, visit https://www.novaparks.com/parks/pohick-bay-regional-park. Optional 

camping overnight for those who want to stay the night! If you're interested in 

camping, let Christian know and we’ll help coordinate a planning group for those 

participating. Added Bonus: This year the Pirate's Cove Water Park will be open! 

RSVP to Christian at christian@fairlingtonumc.org by May 27th.

Ministry to the Community - Monthly Food Ministry Needs: Our partner, 

ALIVE!, helps provide shelf-stable foods and fresh produce for our community. In 

addition to welcoming families and offering groceries, we also provide essential 

items for 55–75 families each month. Donations can be placed in the Narthex or 

Fellowship Hall. Toiletries Needed: Maxipads (rated as 2 & 4 w/ wings), 

Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Deodorant - unscented or neutral, Laundry pods , 

Diapers - sizes 4, 5 and 6, Shaving razors, Regular-sized bar soap, Vaseline

Food/Cooking items Needed: Cooking oil (vegetable, corn, canola...) - 24 oz size, 

Salt & pepper - 2-4 oz "picnic" size. Thank you for your generosity in supporting 

this vital ministry!

Service of Prayers for Our Community, Nation, and World: In a time of 

turmoil and anxiety, you’re invited to pause, pray, and find peace at our Service of 

Prayers for Our Community, Nation, and World, held on the fourth Wednesday of 

each month at 7 PM in the Chapel. The next service will be on Wednesday, May 27 

in the Chapel. An additional service will be held on Sunday, May 31 at 10 AM. 

Together, we’ll lift our hearts to God for healing and hope, trusting that prayer softens 

hearts, encourages mercy, and draws us closer to God and one another. As followers 

of Christ, we’re called to bring our worries, our gratitude, and our love for the world 

before God in prayer, believing that the peace of Christ truly “transcends all 

understanding.” Come as you are, all are welcome.

Interfaith Dinner: Join us for the 67th Annual Interfaith Dinner with Hebrew 

Beth-El, a beloved tradition for both congregations! The dinner will take place on 

Tuesday, June 2 at 6:00 PM in Fairlington’s Fellowship Hall. The cost is $25 per 

person, and reservations are required by Sunday, May 24. To RSVP, please 

contact Scott Riley (scottr2012@gmail.com) or Kevin Wagner 

(wagner.kevin26@yahoo.com). Don’t miss this special evening of community and 

connection!

Pride Concert: Clarendon UMC (606 N. Irving Street in Arlington) will host a Pride Concert, Dancing with Spirit, 

on Saturday May 30, 2026 at 1PM.  The event will feature their adult and youth handbell ensembles, Chancel 

Choir, and Praise Band.  A free will offering will be collected to benefit Camp Free2Be.

Put Together an UMCOR Kit!: Help the Virginia Conference reach its 2026 

UMCOR Relief Kit goal! This year, churches across the conference are working 

together to collect 2,000 Hygiene Kits, 500 Cleaning Kits, and 50 Menstrual Kits to 

support individuals and families in need through UMCOR’s ongoing disaster 

response and mission efforts. Every donated kit is a tangible act of compassion and 

care. Visit these links to find directions on how to put together each kit: Hygiene Kit 

Instructions, Cleaning Kit Instructions, Menstrual Kit Instructions. Please drop off 

completed kits in the Fairlington Library by the first week of June. 
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Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program: Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program 

(RSDAP) assists people in our community overcome the first barrier in securing and maintaining safe and 

affordable housing. For many, the inability to meet the security deposit requirements keeps them from securing a 

roof over their heads. Through the RSDAP we can offer one-time grants for our neighbors in need. This program 

operates on the generosity of our community. Thank you to those who are sending in their twice-yearly 

contribution to the RSDAP Fund! If you are interested in contributing to the fund or if you want to learn more about 

this program, visit our page on the church website. For more information, please email Carolyn Devilbiss 

atsecdepositfumc@gmail.com.

A Note From The FUMC Creation Care Team: The health of humankind is intricately connected to the health of the plant, our common 

home. As a Green Covenant church FUMC has made a commitment to ensure that our presence, prayers, gifts and witness reflect G od’s 

deep love of Creation. During this Lenten season we invite all to consider fasting from single -use plastics.  We have the power to reduce 

waste, especially those forms that most affect human health. Our throwaway culture has a disproportionate impact on the poor and 

vulnerable. To that end please recycle and avoid/eliminate the use of plastic water bottles, Styrofoam and all other non -compostable 

materials. Our kitchen is now well equipped with supplies that support Creation Care. We invite you to join this discipleship .

For other ideas see the VAIPL (Virginia Interfaith Power and Light) Lenten Creation Care calendar 2026. See also Genesis 1; J ob 12:7-10;  

Psalm 148:3-5; Isaiah 42:5; Matthew 6:26-30; John 6:12; Hebrews 11:3.  Download Lenten Creation Care Calendar HERE.

Sanctuary Flowers:  Sanctuary flowers will return after Easter! You are invited 

to sponsor a beautiful flower arrangement for worship in memory of a loved one, 

in honor of someone special, or to celebrate a meaningful occasion in your life. 

The cost is $60 per Sunday, and you are welcome to take the flowers with you 

after worship. To sign up, please fill out the book in the Narthex or contact the 

church office at office@fairlingtonumc.org

Sanctuary Flowers:  Sanctuary flowers will return after Easter! You are invited 

to sponsor a beautiful flower arrangement for worship in memory of a loved one, 

in honor of someone special, or to celebrate a meaningful occasion in your life. 

The cost is $60 per Sunday, and you are welcome to take the flowers with you 

after worship. To sign up, please fill out the book in the Narthex or contact the 

church office at office@fairlingtonumc.org

Relational Adult Small Groups: A small group is an opportunity for individuals to grow in their faith and 

relationship with God by spending time with others engaged in conversation, study, service, and 

fellowship.  The hope is that Christian friendship will develop and our love of God will grow. You spend time 

with others talking and hanging out!  There is no curriculum, the groups choose what to do.  You might read 

a book together, or you might reflect on the sermon each week, or you might read scripture together. And, 

we also eat together, play together, and pray together. If you would like to join a small group or would like 

more information, contact Rev. Christian White at christian@fairlingtonumc.org who can help you discern 

which group would be best for you.

Spring2ACTion: Fairlington Preschool is participating in Spring2ACTion 2026, Alexandria’s largest 

giving day, with early giving beginning April 8 and the main event on April 22. Your support helps 

sustain Fairlington Preschool’s inclusive, play based learning environment through classroom 

materials, enrichment programs, outdoor learning opportunities, professional development for 

teachers, and on site speech, occupational, and physical therapy services. The goal this year is to 

raise $10,000 to continue making a difference in the lives of children and families in our community. 

Every gift, big or small, makes an impact. Learn more and donate at 

spring2action.org/organization/fairlington-preschool.

The Gift of Water: Through the waters of baptism, we are reminded of God’s renewing grace and gift of water that 

literally keeps us alive. Working to keep water safe, clean, and available to all is a sacred trust. Check out your own water  

usage with this tool at watercalculator.org, which also gives practical tips for reducing use.

Conversation on the Trans Community: Join us Sunday, June 

14 in the Fellowship Hall immediately after the 11:00AM service for a 

conversation about the trans community, who are experiencing 

increased discrimination and attacks on their human rights. Lunch will be 

served. The church will provide sandwiches and drinks. Please bring 

salads or desserts to share. Helen Snyder, a trans woman, local 

advocate, Army veteran, and mother will share her personal story, 

spanning her military career, transition, and how current policies are 

affecting her daily life. There will be time for Q&A. Resource information 

will be provided both from advocacy organizations and the Reconciling 

Ministries Network. No RSVP necessary! Please come and participate in 

this timely and important conversation. Sponsored by FUMC’s 

Reconciling Ministry.

Taizé Prayer Services: Join us for our monthly Taizé Prayer Service on the 

first Wednesday of each month. The next service will be held on Wednesday, 

June 3, at 7 PM in the Chapel. This service is hosted in partnership with 

Fairlington Presbyterian and St. Clement Episcopal Churches. Come, for a time 

time for quiet reflection through candlelight, meditative music, scripture, and 

silence in the tradition of the Taizé community. 

Capital Pride Parade: Join over 100 reconciling United 

Methodists from VA, DC, and MD who will march in the Capital Pride 

parade on Saturday, June 20.  Plan to arrive no later than 3pm at the 

meeting location (Green Zone between Q and R streets on 15th Street 

NW).  Bring a drink.  Clergy are asked to wear a stole or collar.  The 

parade route is 1.5 miles long.  For those who do not want to march, 

there will be a gathering place for United Methodists to watch the 

parade together (TBD).  If you are interested in walking in the parade, 

contact Mark Elder at markuselder@gmail.com or 571-258-9984. 

Meet the New RMN Director: Jan Lawrence, Executive Director 

of the national Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) for 9 years, 

retired on April 30.  The RMN recently announced the new Director, the 

Rev. Andi Woodworth, pastor of Neighborhood church in Atlanta, who 

will assume this role on June 1.  Join a Zoom gathering on Tuesday 

night, June 9, at 6 PM to hear more about her vision for the future of 
RMN. Register to join the zoom meeting on June 9.

Fairlington Women of Faith Book Discussion: All are invited to a discussion of The 

Seed Keeper, a novel by Diane Wilson about a Dakhota woman’s search for family, 

identity, and community. Sunday, May 31 from 1-2 PM in the Fellowship Hall, with the 

option of gathering from a brown bag lunch at 12:30. Questions? Please contact Carol 

Weldon at cweldon2@verizon.net.
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Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program: Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program 

(RSDAP) assists people in our community overcome the first barrier in securing and maintaining safe and 

affordable housing. For many, the inability to meet the security deposit requirements keeps them from securing a 

roof over their heads. Through the RSDAP we can offer one-time grants for our neighbors in need. This program 

operates on the generosity of our community. Thank you to those who are sending in their twice-yearly 

contribution to the RSDAP Fund! If you are interested in contributing to the fund or if you want to learn more about 

this program, visit our page on the church website. For more information, please email Carolyn Devilbiss 

atsecdepositfumc@gmail.com.

A Note From The FUMC Creation Care Team: The health of humankind is intricately connected to the health of the plant, our common 

home. As a Green Covenant church FUMC has made a commitment to ensure that our presence, prayers, gifts and witness reflect G od’s 

deep love of Creation. During this Lenten season we invite all to consider fasting from single -use plastics.  We have the power to reduce 

waste, especially those forms that most affect human health. Our throwaway culture has a disproportionate impact on the poor and 

vulnerable. To that end please recycle and avoid/eliminate the use of plastic water bottles, Styrofoam and all other non -compostable 

materials. Our kitchen is now well equipped with supplies that support Creation Care. We invite you to join this discipleship .

For other ideas see the VAIPL (Virginia Interfaith Power and Light) Lenten Creation Care calendar 2026. See also Genesis 1; J ob 12:7-10;  

Psalm 148:3-5; Isaiah 42:5; Matthew 6:26-30; John 6:12; Hebrews 11:3.  Download Lenten Creation Care Calendar HERE.

Sanctuary Flowers:  Sanctuary flowers will return after Easter! You are invited 

to sponsor a beautiful flower arrangement for worship in memory of a loved one, 

in honor of someone special, or to celebrate a meaningful occasion in your life. 

The cost is $60 per Sunday, and you are welcome to take the flowers with you 

after worship. To sign up, please fill out the book in the Narthex or contact the 

church office at office@fairlingtonumc.org
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in honor of someone special, or to celebrate a meaningful occasion in your life. 

The cost is $60 per Sunday, and you are welcome to take the flowers with you 

after worship. To sign up, please fill out the book in the Narthex or contact the 

church office at office@fairlingtonumc.org

Relational Adult Small Groups: A small group is an opportunity for individuals to grow in their faith and 

relationship with God by spending time with others engaged in conversation, study, service, and 

fellowship.  The hope is that Christian friendship will develop and our love of God will grow. You spend time 

with others talking and hanging out!  There is no curriculum, the groups choose what to do.  You might read 

a book together, or you might reflect on the sermon each week, or you might read scripture together. And, 

we also eat together, play together, and pray together. If you would like to join a small group or would like 

more information, contact Rev. Christian White at christian@fairlingtonumc.org who can help you discern 

which group would be best for you.

Spring2ACTion: Fairlington Preschool is participating in Spring2ACTion 2026, Alexandria’s largest 

giving day, with early giving beginning April 8 and the main event on April 22. Your support helps 

sustain Fairlington Preschool’s inclusive, play based learning environment through classroom 

materials, enrichment programs, outdoor learning opportunities, professional development for 

teachers, and on site speech, occupational, and physical therapy services. The goal this year is to 

raise $10,000 to continue making a difference in the lives of children and families in our community. 

Every gift, big or small, makes an impact. Learn more and donate at 

spring2action.org/organization/fairlington-preschool.

The Gift of Water: Through the waters of baptism, we are reminded of God’s renewing grace and gift of water that 

literally keeps us alive. Working to keep water safe, clean, and available to all is a sacred trust. Check out your own water  

usage with this tool at watercalculator.org, which also gives practical tips for reducing use.

• Sunday, May 17 Youth Sunday

• Wednesday, May 27 Prayer Service

• Saturday, May 30 Family Fun Day at Pohick Bay Park

• Sunday, May 31 Women in Faith Book Discussion 

• Sunday, May 31 Prayer Service 

• Tuesday, June 2 Interfaith Dinner with Beth El at Fairlington

• Wednesday, June 3 Taizé Prayer Service

• Sunday, June 14 Conversation on the Trans Community

• Saturday, June 20 Capital Pride Parade

• Sunday, June 21 UMM Sunday & Switch to Summer Worship at 10 AM

Clergy and Staff
Lead Pastor: Rev. Dr. Janine Howard: janine@fairlingtonumc.org

Minister of Congregational Family Life: Rev. Christian White christian@fairlingtonumc.org
Director of Music: Dr. Louise Wilson: louise@fairlingtonumc.org

Youth Minister: Logan Westcott: youth@fairlingtonumc.org 
Pastoral Assistant: Jackie Weavill Donoghue: jackie@fairlingtonumc.org

Office Manager: Anna Bethel: anna@fairlingtonumc.org
Administrative Assistant/Treasurer: Holly Sapp : holly@fairlingtonumc.org

Cantor: Rev. Tura Foster Gillespie
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Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program: Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program 

(RSDAP) assists people in our community overcome the first barrier in securing and maintaining safe and 

affordable housing. For many, the inability to meet the security deposit requirements keeps them from securing a 

roof over their heads. Through the RSDAP we can offer one-time grants for our neighbors in need. This program 

operates on the generosity of our community. Thank you to those who are sending in their twice-yearly 

contribution to the RSDAP Fund! If you are interested in contributing to the fund or if you want to learn more about 

this program, visit our page on the church website. For more information, please email Carolyn Devilbiss 

atsecdepositfumc@gmail.com.

Coffee with the Pastor: Janine will be holding “coffee shop hours” from 10 AM – 12 PM at Alexandria Pastry Shop on 

March 25. Join her for some coffee, a delicious treat, and great conversations! 

A Note From The FUMC Creation Care Team: The health of humankind is intricately connected to the health of the plant, our common 

home. As a Green Covenant church FUMC has made a commitment to ensure that our presence, prayers, gifts and witness reflect G od’s 

deep love of Creation. During this Lenten season we invite all to consider fasting from single -use plastics.  We have the power to reduce 

waste, especially those forms that most affect human health. Our throwaway culture has a disproportionate impact on the poor and 

vulnerable. To that end please recycle and avoid/eliminate the use of plastic water bottles, Styrofoam and all other non -compostable 

materials. Our kitchen is now well equipped with supplies that support Creation Care. We invite you to join this discipleship .

For other ideas see the VAIPL (Virginia Interfaith Power and Light) Lenten Creation Care calendar 2026. See also Genesis 1; J ob 12:7-10;  

Psalm 148:3-5; Isaiah 42:5; Matthew 6:26-30; John 6:12; Hebrews 11:3.  Download Lenten Creation Care Calendar HERE.

Rent Security Deposit Assistance Program: Fairlington’s Rent Security Deposit Assistance 

Program (RSDAP) assists people in our community overcome the first barrier in securing and 

maintaining safe and affordable housing. For many, the inability to meet the security deposit 

requirements keeps them from securing a roof over their heads. Through the RSDAP we can offer one -

time grants for our neighbors in need. This program operates on the generosity of our community. Thank 

you to those who are sending in their twice-yearly contribution to the RSDAP Fund! If you are interested 

in contributing to the fund or if you want to learn more about this program, visit our page on the church 

website. For more information, please email Carolyn Devilbiss secdepositFUMC@gmail.com

Sanctuary Flowers:  You are invited to sponsor a beautiful flower arrangement 

for worship in memory of a loved one, in honor of someone special, or to 

celebrate a meaningful occasion in your life. The cost is $60 per Sunday, and you 

are welcome to take the flowers with you after worship. To sign up, please fill out 

the book in the Narthex or contact the church office at office@fairlingtonumc.org
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