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Easter Cross 

Thank you to all who donated funds and to those who volunteered to help  

assemble our beloved Easter Cross! 



 

Hi Friends, 

 

April is here, and so is spring. But there is more to April this year than spring. Lent is 

almost over. April is blessed to have Holy Week and Easter within it. As we approach 

Holy Week, starting with Palm Sunday, we recall Jesusõ triumphant ride into            

Jerusalem. From there, we get to Maundy Thursday and the Last Supper. The Last 

Supper is what we remember for Holy Communion.  

 

Then we come to Good Friday. This is where Jesus was crucified. Itõs not a good day 

for Jesus, but it is good for all of humanity. This is where Jesusõ sacrifice saves us from 

our sins. He does it out of love, for it wasnõt the nails that held him on the cross, it 

was love. 

 

I would challenge you to come to Palm Sunday (services are at 5:00 on Sat April 12 

and Sunday April 13 at 9 and 11:00), Maundy Thursday (12:00 and 7:00), and Good 

Friday (12:00 and 7:00) because that will make Easter (Sat April 19 at 5:00, Sunday at 

6:03, 9:00 and 11:00) even more powerful and meaningful.  

 

There is much more happening in April, with all our worship services, events, and 

outreach activities. On April 5 th, we have an outreach event to Feed My Starving 

Children. Itõs a great way to give back to God outside our walls. We also have a   

pancake breakfast and Easter egg hunt. 

 

Come and worship or be at any one of our events. Hope to see you there. 

 

Peace, PJ 



Dear friends,  

1 Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  2 In my Fatherõs house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you?  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to  
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  John 14:1-3 
 
This scripture passage is one that is often read at funerals. Itõs a message of hope, promise, 

farewell and welcome. These were words spoken by Jesus just before he was going to be 

crucified. Itõs a promise that death is not the end, that Jesus will come again, and that we will see 

our loved ones again, and weõll be reunited. 

 

These last few weeks Iõve been thinking a lot about traditions and legacies. When our 

Confirmation students went to Lutherdale last month I asked Kaya to look for a cabin dedicated 

to our beloved Ruth Halliday, who served as our Parish Worker for many years and who went 

home to Jesus in 2001. Ruth was a loyal volunteer and supporter of Lutherdale Ministries. I 

have fond memories of going to Lutherdale as well. Ruth would organize and bring volunteers  

from EPLC in the church van to complete many projects over the years. Ruth left a gift to 

Lutherdale in her will, which was matched by EPLC. Those two gifts made it possible to name 

an entire wing in her honor. She paid it forward and her legacy lives on.  

 

Last month we were asked to officiate at a committal service of a former member, who had long  

since moved away. After talking with the niece of this person, I realized that I remembered the 

family, even though I was very young when they were active here. They were happy to have that  

connection. I learned that many of the treasured stained glass windows that we are currently  

restoring, particularly the beautiful altar window, were actually given by many members of this  

family. I told the family about the book that was written about the windows and they were so  

touched to see the many references to their family. As several of them were from out of town,  

they were so moved about the history of the windows, that they wanted to come over to church  

following the interment. I was able to give them a copy of the book and they were grateful. They  

toured several parts of the church, and spent time just appreciating the windows. They felt a  

profound connection to their ancestors by spending time in this holy and sacred space. Their 

ancestors paid it forward and their legacy lives on. 

 

And as we journey these last weeks of Lent, leading up to Holy Week and Easter, our eyes are on 

the cross. The bare wooden cross that stands inside the altar rail was made from our last real 

Christmas tree. And many years ago, we started covering that bare cross with Easter lilies and 

other flowers for Easter morning to proclaim Christõs victory over the grave, and join in the glad 

shout òHe is Risen! He is Risen indeed!ó Itõs been a much-loved tradition at EPLC and Iõm 

grateful for the volunteers who are willing to do this act of love and for those who donated funds  

to cover the cost. After the Easter services, we put the cross outside to proclaim this good news 

to the world. I often hear from neighbors or former members who look forward to driving by to  

see it. 

 

What will your legacy be? We canõt take our treasures with us, but we can pay it forward and 

leave a lasting legacy to support the work of ministry. And we can invite others to come and hear  

the Good News ð He is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Easter Blessings! 

Deacon Carole 
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Blast will be available for Pre-K 
through 2nd graders and  

Meets from 5-6pm.  
 

Pathfinders will be from 3rd -6th 
grade, and will meet from  

6:15-7:15pm. 

Sunday School is offered every 

week for students in Pre-K and 

older ! It will begin at 10am  

between the 9a and 11a services. 

No sign ups needed. 

Alpha is our 7-12th grade minis-

try, and will meet from 3 -5pm in 

the youth room every Sunday af-

ternoon. *Please note this is a 



Wolves 

Game 

March 23 

Confirmation Retreat at 

 Lutherdale  March 7-9 


