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Known for her bold editorials and gracious manner while serving The Presbyterian Outlook,
our Speaker for the 29th annual Duerr Lecture Series is The Rev. Dr. Jill Duffield, Pastor
of First Presbyterian Church in Greensboro, North Carolina. Born in Nova Scotia,
Duffield began her life in the United Church of Canada. After she moved with her
parents to Mt. Gilead, N.C., the family returned to their Presbyterian roots. Rev. Dr.
Duffield holds degrees from the University of North Carolina, Greensboro (B.A.) and
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia (M.Div.). After receiving the M.Div., she
pursued doctoral coursework in Religious Studies at the University of Pennsylvania, and
later received the D.Min. degree from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. From
2011 until 2015 Rev. Dr. Duffield served churches in North Carolina and South
Carolina. In 2015 she became the Editor/Publisher of The Presbyterian Outlook. As Editor
of The Outlook, Duffield received the James Solheim award for Editorial Courage in 2015
for “Safety Last,” in 2018 for “Renouncing White Jesus,” and in 2020 for “The inherent
problem of whiteness in our polity.” She also won the Award of Merit in Bible in 2015,
and other Awards of Excellence all given by the Associate Church Press. In 2020 she
became pastor of First Presbyterian in Greensboro.

Rev. Dr. Duffield has served church and community in many capacities. She was the
preacher at Austin Seminary Mid-Winters in 2017 and a summer preacher at Montreat in
2014, 2018, and 2022. In addition to her many professional publications, she has seven
books in publication, the latest of which is Appreciate These Things: 8 Ways of Cultivating
Compassion, Westminster John Knox Press, 2025.

In her lectures, Place-bound Promises: the wrestled blessings of particularity, Dr. Duffield will
discuss how Jesus became incarnate as a particular person in a particular place. Jesus
called 12 people to be his disciples, each with his own skills, shortcomings, and stories.
Before he ascended into heaven Jesus sent his followers out to the ends of the earth, but
first to Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria. Today, as in Jesus’ time, our faith is learned and
lived through unique experiences, in specific settings. The particularities of our lives
form us into a likeness of Christ and we then shape the created, physical neighborhoods
around us. It is in these earthly places that we come to know God's cosmic blessings. Dr.
Duffield will preach on Sunday, February 22 at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary, and present
lectures each evening — Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday — in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00

p.m.
In its 29th year the Duerr Lecture Seties continues to offer lectures both live and by live-

streaming. Access to the worship service and lectures will be available on the website:
www.saintphilip.net. A link can be found to register for in-person or online live-



streaming on the Lecture Series webpage:
www.saintphilip.net/duerr-lecture-series. All lectures are
free and open to all. Worship service is 11:00 a.m. CST,
February 22, lectures each evening, February 22, 23, and
24, are at 7:00 pm. All lectures will be held in the
Fellowship Hall at St. Philip Presbyterian Church, and will
be archived for later viewing. For specific questions about
the seties, please contact duertlectureseries@gmail.com.

The lecture series was established in 1998 in memory of
Chris Duerr, with the purpose of bringing the best
Reformed scholars and preachers to St. Philip and the
wider community each year. Duerr was born and raised in
Germany, growing up during the years of World War II.
He came to the U.S. in 1950 in the first class of Fulbright
Scholars from Germany, studying at Michigan State
University. He also studied at the University of Hamburg,
Germany, where he received the equivalent of a Master’s
Degtree in political economics. He moved permanently to
the States in 1968, becoming a naturalized citizen in 1973.
He joined St. Philip in 1979 and later served as a ruling
elder.

The Lecture Series was established through generous
contributions made in Duerr’s memory. While the lectures
are free and open to everyone, your gift to ensure the
continuation of the series on an annual basis is greatly
appreciated. Gifts also may be made to the series in honor
of or in memory of a friend or loved one. Gifts may be
made by check or on the website: www.saintphilip.net.

DUERR LECTURE SERIES

BROWN BAG LUNCH
Join Rev. Dr. Jill Duffield for the informal Brown Bag
Lunch on Monday, February 23, at Noon in the Dining
Room. This is a great opportunity to get to know the
speaker and ask questions about any subject. Bring your
own lunch, drinks are provided. The tables will be at-
ranged in a large open square so there can be comfortable
conversation. The lunch concludes at 1:00 p.m.

THE ST. PHILIP
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We will be planting the spring garden on Saturday, Febru-
ary 28, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome. Questions? Con-
tact Cathy Patterson cpatters@swbell.net.

ANNUAL MEETING

The Session has called the annual meeting of the congrega-
tion for February 15, immediately following the 11 am
worship service. The meeting will include a review of the
2025 annual report and financial statements, a presentation
of the approved 2026 operating budget, and consideration
of changes to the pastors' terms of call.

IMPORTANT UPDATE:
EQUAL EXCHANGE
SALE CHANGE

We regret to share that there will not be
an in-person sale of fair-trade Equal Ex-
change products at our church before Valentine’s Day this
year. We know many of you look forward to choosing deli-
cious chocolates, coffees, and other treats for loved ones
while supporting small farmers around the world. Unfortu-
nately, we are unable to host the sale as planned this time.

FAIRLY TRADED

However, you can still purchase your favorite Equal Ex-
change items directly online! Simply visit the Equal Ex-
change website at https://shop.equalexchange.coop/ to
browse their selection and have products shipped straight
to your door. Thank you for your understanding and con-
tinued support of fair-trade initiatives.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER -JEAN!

The session welcomed Jean Walke in membership on January 18. Please say hi if you see Jean around
campus and share your favorite thing about our church with her.

Youngest of three children, Jean was born and raised in Dallas. She graduated from Baylor University |©
with a B.A. in Journalism. Upon graduation, Jean moved to Nashville, Tennessee, then after a couple of |
years, moved to Washington, D.C. She left there to go to graduate school at Syracuse University to earn
a M. A. in Journalism. Jean came back to Texas and worked in the Dallas Community College System.
She was recruited to work in the Houston Community College System, where she worked in various

administrative positions for 30 years.

Upon retirement, Jean built a house on a small ranch near Comfort, Texas. She taught basket weaving, which morphed into a
cottage industry of repairing and weaving seats for antique chairs. Jean raised llamas and had their fiber made into custom
rugs and yarn. She also volunteered at the Comfort Public Library and at a thrift shop, whose profits went toward college
scholarships for local high school students. Jean was a member of St. Marks Presbyterian Church in Boerne, where she was
part of a bell choir, a covenant group and helped with vacation Bible school, among other things. Jean knits and is an avid
reader, belonging to a knitting group and a book club.
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&y, SAINT PHILIP
DAY SCHOOL

Since opening day on December 1, 2025, the St. Philip Day
School welcomed five students and their families with
three more in the enrollment process. We received many
more inquiries from interested families who submit paper-
work, but either miss their intake interview or do not pro-
ceed with the next step of their background check. Overall,
the process of bringing in new students is moving more
slowly than had been hoped, but we trust our rigorous en-
rollment standards are serving us well by attracting
safe, hard-working parents.

We believe enrollment will pick up as the good news
spreads, and one such promising partner has emerged. We
are developing a relationship with the Family Scholar
House, a new apartment facility near the University of
Houston that provides affordable housing and wrap-
around services to single parent families seeking to earn
their college degree. To enter the program, parents must
secure childcare, and that's where we come in. Because
they are full-time students, their schedules allow them the
ability to work one day a week at SPDS.

Our three gifted lead teachers are in place and Candice is
interviewing candidates to be our part-time assistant teach-
ers. Interestingly enough, some of the candidates from
Family Scholar House have a work history that includes
daycare, and so there may be an opportunity to hire them
to round out our part-time assistant teaching roles.

We are encouraged by the support we have seen for the
school as confirmed by our first year of fundraising. In-
come for 2025 was $860,000 of which $360,000 or 42%
came from individual donations. The other $500,000 was a
generous start-up gift from CMEF approved by the Ses-
sion in 2024. The recently updated first year operating
budget for SPDS is right at $500,000.

Volunteer opportunities and donation drives will emerge
throughout 2026, and we welcome St. Philip members to
continue on-going engagement and support with the day
school either by: donating goods (such as diapers, wipes,
etc.), completing training to volunteer in classrooms
(reading to students, speaking about your work on career
day, etc.), and making financial contributions. The St. Phil-
ip Day School monthly newsletter is now in circulation,
and we encourage you to sign up to receive it for more
frequent and in-depth news on SPDS like spotlighting
teachers, special events, and achieving new milestones.

Email Assistant Director Edolia James
schooladmin(@stphilipdavschool.org to receive the
SPDS newsletter.

A BIG THANK YOU FROM

ST. PHILIP DAY SCHOOL

The Board of St. Philip Day School is so thankful to mem-
bers and friends of St. Philip who generously supported
our school in 2025. Your contributions, given both
through St. Philip Presbyterian Church and directly to the
school, have put us in a solid financial position going into
our first full year of operation. Your support, both spiritu-
ally and financially, gives us added encouragement and
energy as we face the challenges of 2026 like growing the
enrollment and continuing to learn how to effectively
serve our families.

We did receive a few gifts in 2025 from Giving Funds, like
Fidelity Charitable and JP Morgan Chase Giving, with no
information about the persons who authorized those gifts.
Let me invite you to inform us when you make gifts
through such funds so we can thank you personally. You
could do that by emailing John Hartman (Board President)
at jshartman01@gmail.com.

Watch your email and our website for announcement about

an upcoming concert by Cecilia Duarte benefiting
the Saint Philip Day School.

REGISTER .
[ SIGN UP BY MARCH 6]
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COME SUNDAY: AN AMERICAN PRAYER

This past Sunday, we marked the beginning of Black History Month by high-
lighting one of America's most beloved and important composers, Duke
Ellington. Our offertory featured his “Come Sunday,” a piece that remains both timely and quietly pro-
found, just as the composer intended.

MUSIC AT ff ST. PHILIP

Ellington’s extended composition Black, Brown and Beige premiered at Carnegie Hall in 1943. Ellington
described the work as a “tone parallel” to the history of Black Americans, tracing suffering, resilience,
faith, and creative triumph. Within that larger narrative, “Come Sunday” functions as a prayer, re-
flecting a shared tradition of belief sustained by endurance. Jazz, often associated with nightclubs and
secular spaces, became a vessel for prayer.

Ellington insisted that jazz was America’s classical music, capable of expressing the nation’s deepest truths. By placing a sa-
cred song within a jazz idiom—and doubling down by presenting it on the concert stage—he challenged both musical and
cultural hierarchies. “Come Sunday” asks listeners to hear Black religious experience not as marginal or folkloric, but as cen-
tral to the American story.

We began Black History Month with this piece to honor that legacy in a living way. This month is not only a time to recall
milestones and biographies, but it is also a time to honor the inner life of those whose faith and creativity sustained them
through centuries of exclusion. “Come Sunday” gives voice to that history, reminding us that worship has long been a site of
resistance and renewal, where sorrow and hope coexist.

Although the premiere of Black, Brown and Beige was met with a disappointing response, with many believing the music was
too complex as a whole for that day's audience, today it is commonly sung in secular and sacred spaces, and is included in
many church hymnals. Ellington reworked the original suite in 1958, including a new vocal version “Come Sunday” sung by
American gospel singer Mahalia Jackson, which greatly increased its popularity.

You can access this original recording through the link below!
https:/ /www.voutube.com/watch?v=clnnyrbhlhE

Justin Langham, D.M.A.
Director of Music

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

All women of the church are invited to join any of the
meetings of Presbyterian Women.
Thursday Evening Circle—February 5—meets 1st
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in the Dining Room.
Megan Sankowski - megansankowski@hotmail.com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14™ | 4:00PM

Monday Morning Saints—February 9—meets 2nd
Monday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Dining Room.

Tricia Tolbert phtolbert@gmail.com
The Hallmark Circle—February 11—meets 2nd

Spend Valentine’s Day with the Houston Masterworks
Chotus at their concert “Amot" on Saturday, February
14 at 4:00 p.m. at St. Philip! This concert celebrates love in

many forms through a heartwarming fusion of musical
styles, featuring works in five different languages by
Brahms, Holst, Whitacre, Queen, and many other favor-
ites. We hope you can join us for an unforgettable con-
cert of passion, emotion, and musical collaboration that
will leave all feeling butterflies.

Everyone in the St. Philip community and guests can re-
serve any amount of seats they wish for free by using the
promo code "STP40." To use the code, follow the instruc-
tions below:

1. Visit the event website for “Amot"

2. Click "Get Tickets"

3. Choose their desired ticket types and quantity

4. Input the code "STP40" into the promo code box
5. Click "Next" and follow the prompts to check out

Wednesday of each month at 1:30 p.m.
Text Sue Shitley-Howard at 713-683-8139 for more infor-
mation.

Sunday Circle—February 15—meets 3rd Sunday of each
month after worship in the Dining Room.

Jan Meyer jsmever9990@gmail.com

One More Chance Study for Everyone—February
22—Meets 4th Sunday of each month at 10 a.m. in the

Library.
Lee Atrdell lecardell@gmail.com
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NURSERY CARE IS AVAILABLE
THROUGHOUT SUNDAY MORNINGS
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants to age 4 are invited to our
Nursery which is staffed by professional childcare provid-
ers. Please find that our Nursery is located in the hallway
off of the Gathering Area. An usher or a greeter will be
happy to direct you there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
FOR ALL AGES

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES START AT 9:45 AM
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

GODLY PLAY—Ages 3—XKindergarten—Room 103—
Godly Play utilizes storytelling of Scripture and spiritual
experience as we watch, listen, wonder, and respond to-
gether. We value the process, we are open to discovery
with the child, and one of our goals is to build community
as we work alongside one another week by week.

ELEMENTARY—Grades 1-5—Room 205—The chil-
dren will explore the FollowMe discipleship practices cur-
riculum from the PCUSA.

YOUTH—Grades 6-12 return soon. They meet in the
Dining Room, watch the calendar for announcements
about Kids Against Hunger packing sessions.

WHO ARE WE ANYWAY? What’s a Presbyterian to
think and do amidst the growing influence of a brand of
Christianity that is increasingly aggressive and political,
strident and cruel? Join us for an exploration and affirma-
tion of Presbyterian beliefs as we study Being Presbyterian in
a Dysvangelical America, a new book from Presbyterian min-
isters Ted Foote and Alex Thornburg. Copies of the book
are available Sundays in the Gathering Area or during the
week in the church office. Keatan King and John Wurster
will lead discussions of the book during the Sunday School
hour beginning February 15 in Room 202 and continuing
through the Sundays in Lent.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY—Room 204—]Join us from
9:30 to 10:40 a.m. as we seek to deepen our understanding
of God’s faithfulness to all God’s people. In the fall, we
began our study of Isaiah in Volume 2, Prophets, in Dr.
Robert Alter’s The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commen-
tary (2019). All are welcome.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL—We have Children’s Chapel
the second and fourth Sundays after Comversation with Chil-
dren. In the Children's Chapel, our young disciples learn the
whos, whats, wheres, whens and whys of worship, while
praying, singing, and hearing God's word at an age-
appropriate level. Children return to join the congregation
in the first few pews on the lectern side of the church for
the last hymn.

CHURCH & SOCIETY—Room 201—9:30-10:40 a.m.-
February 8 - Pastoral Care: What Is It? Presented by Rev.
Gregory Han Look at any church profile seeking a pastor,
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and “pastoral care” is most likely on the list of required
skills? But what is it? In this presentation, we will walk
through the history of pastoral care in America. From its
foundations in theologies of repentance to the ways that
modern psychological theories have made care about self-
realization, we will look at vatious models and modes that
have been applied to the understanding of what pastoral
care is. Gregory Han is a doctoral candidate in the Depart-
ment of Religion at Rice University. Greg earned a BA in
American Studies from Georgetown University and a Mas-
ter of Divinity from Harvard Divinity School. An ordained
Presbyterian (PCUSA) minister, Greg has experience in
hospital chaplaincy and in congregational ministry. He also
has teaching experience at the secondary school level and
the college level, with classes taught at Rice University, the
University of Houston Honors College, and Austin Semi-
nary. His doctoral work focuses on investigating pastoral
and spiritual care models in hospital chaplaincy as a means
of understanding patient care and patient information. He is
committed to exploring new models and modes across
medical disciplines that can foster new ways that care ethics
can support patients and caregivers. February 15 -
SEARCH Homeless Services Presented by Sondee
Chalcraft—Homelessness has been in the news a lot lately,
both locally and nationally. Here in Houston, we’ve seen
what’s possible when a community comes together with
compassion, collaboration, and determination. While we’ve
made great progress in reducing homelessness, we also face
real challenges as we continue to address this complex issue.
Join Sondee Chalcraft, Vice President of Advancement at
SEARCH Homeless Services, for a conversation about
homelessness in our community and how SEARCH helps
people move back into homes of their own and rebuild sta-
bility in their lives. Sondee will also highlight the vital role
of SEARCH’s preschool, the House of Tiny Treasures, in
breaking the cycle of poverty and homelessness. Come hear
what’s working in Houston, what challenges lie ahead, and
how we can continue supporting our neighbors on their
path home — together. February 22— St. Philip Mission
Partner Interfaith Ministries Presented by Sheroo Mukhtiar,
the President and CEO of Interfaith Ministries for Greater
Houston, now known as IM Houston, a non-profit organi-
zation supporting the Greater Houston Area through signa-
ture programs such as Meals on Wheels, Refugee Services,
Interfaith Relations and Community Partnerships, and Vol-
unteer Houston. Since assuming leadership at IM Houston
earlier this year, Sheroo’s vision is to build upon the organi-
zation’s strong foundation, guiding it into an inspiring new
chapter of service, through new opportunities and partner-
ships. Prior to joining IM Houston, Sheroo spent seven
successful years as the CEO of SERJobs, a workforce de-
velopment organization, where she was instrumental in
driving the organization’s growth and impact. Under her
leadership, SER]Jobs significantly expanded its reach across
industries and throughout Greater Houston. March 1—
The Darkness of God: Gregory of Nyssa and the Ethics of
Apophatic Theology Presented by Colby Selman - PhD



Student in Early Christianity and Philosophy of Religion,
Department of Religion, Rice University In partnership
with Rice University’s “Humanities and Communities”
Project, upper-level Ph.D. students in the School of Hu-
manities are taking their research “beyond the hedges” in
an effort to make their work available and accessible be-
yond the academic community. In the fourth century CE,
Christianity transformed from a persecuted religious mi-
nority to the religion of the Caesars. The rapid political rise
of Nicaean Christianity brought a new set of theological
and moral questions. What does it mean to be a Christian
ruler? A Christian philosopher? A Christian slave master?
To answer these questions, Cappadocian theologian Greg-
oty of Nyssa (335-394 CE) turned to apophatic, or nega-
tive theology. Through his assertion of God’s absolute
ineffability, Gregory created a theological framework that
imbricated the mystical and the ethical and ultimately led
him to conclude that owning slaves was fundamentally
sinful. In this presentation, we will explore how Gregory
developed a theological framework based on his theology
of Divine Darkness, and how this theology shaped his un-
derstanding of the human and the ethical obligations of the
Christian. We will also briefly touch on Gregory’s influence
on Christian traditions that espouse negative theology to-
day, specifically Eastern Orthodox Christianity. Colby Sel-
man is a Ph.D. student in Early Christianity and Philoso-
phy of Religion in Rice University’s Department of Reli-
gion. Originally from Salt Lake City, Utah, Colby holds a
B.A. in Linguistics from the University of Utah, and an
M.A. in Religious Studies from Rice University. Colby’s
primary research interests focus on the intersection be-
tween slavery in Christian late antiquity, philosophical an-
thropology, and hagiography as a tool of ethical formation.
He focuses specifically on the ways in which late ancient
slave owning norms inflect early Christian hagiographical
texts. If you would like the Zoom link for the classes, email:

jshartman01@gmail.com.
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ST. PHILIP DURING THE WEEK

SOCIAL JUSTICE STUDY GROUP—This group
meets for an hour once a month on Zoom to read and
discuss social justice issues of concern in today’s world.
This group meets by zoom on the first Monday of the
month, 7-8 p.m. to read and discuss social justice issues of
concern. The current study book is Brian Kaylot's Bapriz-
ing America; how mainline Protestants helped butld Christian Na-
tionalism. Interested persons can contact Sara Jean Jack-
son: §jj10223@gmail.com.

LAMBETH STUDY—Keatan King leads young adults
in study on the first Monday of the month evening at 7:00
p.m. via Zoom. It is a time of study, reflection, and prayer.
If you would like more details, email Keatan at:
keatan@saintphilip.net.

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY— Wednesday Bible study
with John Wurster meets weekly at 9:30 a.m., and is a hy-
brid format with an in-person option in the Office Confer-
ence Room and also a Zoom option. Bible novices, Bible
experts, and everyone in between is welcome to join us as
we look at the lectionary passages for the coming Sunday!
To get on the list for the Zoom link, send a note to:
john@saintphilip.net.

WOMEN’S MONTHLY BOOK CLUB—This self-
led, interactive group produces lively discussions and
wonderful fellowship. The next meeting is February 12 at
7:00 PM. The Instrumentalist by Harriett Constable. Please
watch your email for details about location. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact Nina Lambright at:
nnl@lambrightlaw.com.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOW-
SHIP— Men of all ages are welcome to participate in this
self-led group. The Men’s Weekly Fellowship meets each
Friday in person in the office Conference Room and via
Zoom at 11:45 am. We are beginning to study “Shorz Sto-
ries by Jesus” by Amy-Jill Levine. If you would like to join
them please contact Gary Gardner at:
goardnel48(@aol.com.

March Birthdays

Name Date Chris  |[Newport 10 Isabella |Ford 24
Casey [Morriss 1 Leonardo |Stevenson 12 Sadie |Fair 25
Tristan |[Newport 3 Cohen |Catlin 15 Emily |Estill 26
Brian |Webster 3 Marcia |James 15 Julie |Estill 26
Butch |Wilson 4 Kathryn [Burkart 16 Paxton |Lambright 26
John |Bonica 6 Nancy |Everhart Johnson 16 Susan |Mitchell 28
Amy |Frautschi 6 Melissa [Aldrich 17 Jacqueline |Hamilton-Taylor 28
Craig [Hill 6 Bob |Ardell 18 Sherri  [Dees 29
Joe |Harwood 7 Krystal [Davis 18 Linda |Ewing 29
Tom |Anderson 8 Ann |Anderson 21 Brandon |Brown 30
Justin _|Langham 9 Tessa |Larson 21 Jane [Lee 30
Joshua |Langham 9 Naomi |Adesina 23 Priscilla  |Angly 31

Susan |Leonardson 9



mailto:sjj10223@gmail.com
mailto:keatan@saintphilip.net?subject=Lambeth%20Study
mailto:john@saintphilip.net
mailto:nnl@lambrightlaw.com?subject=Women's%20Book%20Club
mailto:ggardne148@aol.com?subject=Men's%20Fellowship

PEACEMAKING & SOCIAL JUSTICE
(PS)) GET OUT THE VOTE TASK FORCE

A majority of St Philip members and finds are registered to
vote. The challenge is encouraging people to get out to
actually vote. According to The Texas Tribune (11-6-2024),
“A historic 18.6 million Texans were registered to vote in
the 2024 election, and 61% cast ballots, a neatly 6% drop
from the 2020 presidential race.” With the support of The
Houston Faith Vote Cohort, members of P&S] will en-
courage and support voters to actually vote in the busy and
pivotal 2026 mid-term elections. If you are interested in
being a part of a task force focused on getting out the vote,

please contact Denise Wilborn (dwilborn55@gmail.com),
P&SJ Chair.

HAPPY NEW ELECTION YEAR 202 6!

St. Philip is part of the Houston Faith Votes Cohort,
which is part of Texas Impact. The Peacemaking and So-
cial Justice Committee members are here to help you navi-
gate the 2026 election cycle, starting with the important
primary elections that are just around the corner. First, we
encourage vou to click here to confirm your registration is
active and that you haven’t been removed from voter rolls.

Why Your Vote in the Primary Matters

While the November general election often gets the most
attention, the primaries are where the real decisions are
frequently made.

e Due to gerrymandering, 95% of the seats in the state

legislature will effectively be decided during the party
primaries.
o As the Texas Tribune explains, only 18% of registered

Texans voted in the 2022 primaries, and in the runoff,
the turnout was as low as 6%. This means that a tiny
fraction of the state’s voting-age popula-
tion disproportionately drives policy outcomes impacting
nearly thirty million Texans.

e Participating in the March primary and the May run-
off ensures your voice is part of the influential group
shaping our state's leadership.

2026 Texas Voting Calendar
Below is the full schedule for the upcoming election year:

Election Early Voting Election Day
Primary February 17-27 March 3
City Council District C To Be April 4
Special Election Announced

(Houston)

Uniform (local school April 20-28 May 2
boards & municipal

elections)

Primary Runoff May 18-22 May 26
General Election October 19-30 November 3

e Texas law requires eligible voters to register by the 30th

day before an Election Day.

e Voter registration in Texas is county-based, so we en-
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courage you to contact your county voter registrar for
specific questions regarding the status of your voter reg-
istration.

e Texans who have recently changed their name or moved
can easily update their voter registration online through
Texas.gov. Click here to update your voter registration
information online.

To find out what is on your ballot by your address
www.vote411.org and www.lwvhouston.org . To find your
polling location state wide www.votetexas.gov and in Har-
ris County www.harrisvotes.com.

State Board of Education (SBOE) Races Matter
This is a pivotal year for Texas education. Eight of the fif-
teen district seats on the State Board of Education are up
for election in the March 3rd primary and November gen-
eral election. These representatives set the curriculum
standards and approve instructional materials used in our
public schools, including the bible-infused Bluebonnet
Curriculum.

Key SBOE districts in the Greater Houston area include
Districts 4, 6, 7, and 8.

Senior Voting (65+) & Ballot by Mail
If you are 65 or older, you are eligible to submit an Annual
Application for Ballot by Mail. Doing so ensures you re-
ceive your mail-in ballots automatically for every election
held in 2026. You must re-apply each year!

e Download: Harris County Ballot by Mail Application
(PDF)

e Submit by Mail: Harris County Clerk’s Office, P.O.
Box 1148, Houston, TX 77251-1148

Military and Overseas Voting
If you serve abroad in the military or are otherwise over-
seas your votes count. Reference this link for more infor-
mation: www.votetexas.gov/voting-by-mail /military-and-

overseas-voters

VVIE
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REFLECTIONS ONS COMMUNITY MUSIC CENTER OF HOUSTON'S
42N ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY CONCERT

On the evening of January 18", St. Philip’s Peacematking and Social Justice Committee (PS &) hosted an amazing evening of music and commn-
nity. Please enjoy the reflections and phots of that evening.

Dear St. Philip Family,

And family is truly the way it felt for us, the way you all pulled together to help us bring
this shared vision and long-overdue collaboration to life. We deeply appreciated how your
team came together with us every step of the way. We wanted to personally thank everyone
who was roped into this project at St. Philip, Lorrie (Castle), Denise (Wilborn), Omar
(Rouchon), Justin (Langham), Diana (Weiss), and Pastor Wurster, for the incredible
warmth, generosity, and spirit you brought to our collaboration for the 42nd Annual Musi-
cal Tribute in Honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

From the very first conversation, your openness and hospitality set the tone. It truly felt less like a formal partnership and
more like being welcomed into a community that genuinely cares, about people, about music, and about living out Dr. King’s
call to justice and love in real, tangible ways.

Your support made a meaningful difference, and it showed in the energy of the space, the engagement of the audience, and
the overall spirit of the evening. We are deeply grateful not only for your logistical support, but for the kindness, encourage-
ment, and ease with which you worked alongside us.

Here is a quote from a visiting musician who played with us that day, Jacqueline Pickett. She is a double bassist, educator, and
a Double Bass Instructor at Spelman College. She is Principal Bassist of the Columbus (GA) Symphony Orchestra and La-
Grange Symphony Orchestra, and Principal Bass of the Colour of Music Festival.
“The MLK concert at St. Philip felt like music doing exactly what Dr. King called us toward: bringing people togeth-
er in the spirit of the Beloved Community. The church and its folk held a real sense of welcome and attention, and I
believe the music landed with both joy and gravity. Even though I was playing, I could see the congregation actively
listening. Afterward, it was clear this wasn’t just a “one-night event,” but hopefully the start of new community con-
nection and future collaboration between St. Philip and CMCH.”

From the CMCH'’s staff
> &5

“Lively, engaging performance. Wonderful. Do it again. Happy we brought in an organization to use our place from another
part of the city.” - Dena and Skip

“I thought this concert was beautiful and a fabulous opportunity to bring our community together. I was deeply moved by
their rendition of Free At Last, A Portrait of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (1973) composed by Lena McLin with eloquent excerpts
from Dr. King’s powerful speeches spoken by a member of Texas Southern University’s debate team. Joining hands with
neighbors near and far, brothers and sisters of all races, across the pews to sing We Shall Overcome together was truly the high-
light of my night and a moment never to be forgotten.” - Cara Biddle, St. Philip member

“I thoroughly enjoyed this event in which the Scott Joplin Chamber Orchestra
displayed amazing talent over a broad range of musical styles. I should clarify that
I describe this as an "event" rather than a concert because the audience didn't
passively sit to be entertained; we were invited to participate and engage. Stand-
ing and clasping hands with my neighbors to sing "We Shall Overcome" was
powerful, particularly in this fraught and fragile moment.” - Ay Morriss, $t. Philp
member

“I got to the MLK Birthday Concert a little early because I had volunteered to
greet attendees as they arrived — well, I zhought 1 got there early, half an hour be-
fore the concert began, but the front parking lot was already fulll This auspicious beginning continued as I greeted concertgo-
ers: everyone was so happy to be there. What better way to start the festivities than with the first verse of “Lift Every Voice
and Sing,” and then we had the privilege of hearing the accomplished musicians of the Community Music Center of Houston
orchestra. They are as talented as any members of any orchestra you might hear. But the highlight was the final song. Every-
one present was invited to not just sing the Civil Rights Movement anthem “We Shall Overcome” (we have been singing this
song for 60 years now!), but to join arms with those close by and sway together to the music. My vantage point in the farthest
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back pew made this an unexpectedly moving sight. In these days, in this time, this harmony of song and action was an act of
resistance. May peace and justice overcome, and soon, very soon.”- Kate Burkart, St. Philip menber

“Everyone holding hands...friends and strangers alike...singing “We Shall Overcome” was incredibly moving.”
- Janet “Jan” Fox, St Philip menber

“Ok here are a few descriptive wordsl!!! Refreshing! Exciting! Uplifting! Heartwarming to see everyone holding hands while
singing “We Shall Overcome”. Inspiring. Love the director. Well spoken. And definitely the young narrator. So professional.
Such a clear voice! All the musicians were very friendly and seemed to really enjoy making music.”

- Jane Malczewskyj, St Philip member

“Thank you P & §]J for an amazing evening of music in honor of Martin Luther King Day. The orchestra and soloists were

outstanding. We sang together familiar hymns and I heard many composers for the first time. Thank you for the experi-
ence!” - Chuck Johnson

Thantk you to everyone from Community Music Center of Houston and St. Philip Presbyterian Church who helped bebind the scenes to matke this
amazing evening of community happen so beantiful.

The Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee

Pho-
tos by Roderick James & CMCH Facebook

VOUAREINVIT‘DTO JOIN US FOR OUR WATCH THE "BIG GAME"

(we can't say the name of for fear of lawsuit!)
Sunday, February 8 at 5:00 p.m.

Young Adults and Families are invited to
the Drop of the Creator Distilling
where food and drinks are available for purchase:
10929 Chimney Rock Rd
Houston, TX 77096

RST/P s0 we can reserve space! Keatan@saintphilip.net
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IN OUR PRAYERS

The family of Doris Cantrell who died on January 14.

Cara Biddle and family npon the death of ber grandfather Lonnie Turnipseed who died last week at the age of 99 years old.

St. Philippians and their families—]oyce Fugit; Jan Meyer; Joyce Fox; Kay Cash; Emily Estill; Joy Maguire; Bonnie Moore; David
Winship; Bob Ardell; Diane Clarke; Mary Herlitz; Dick Nunn; Nancy E. Johnson; Eleanor Grant; Judy Nunn; Don
Padgett; Arlette Keene; Mezgebe Gebray; Ibby Turnipseed—grandmother of Cara Biddle; Jonathan Castro—brother of
David Castro; Susan Everhart—niece and Lisa Marcelletti—cousin of Nancy E. Johnson; Kathy Bailey and family—sister
of Peg Palisin; Jo Hadley Smith—cousin of William Rowe; Katie Forbes—daughter of Marise Robbins-Forbes; Ann
Perenyi — mother of Lad Perenyi; and Ann Perkins Cloud—cousin of Stephen Paine.

Homebound—Elizabeth Arp; Beverly Baker; Carolyn Keeble; John Bobbitt; Joan Boelens; Joe Harwood; Kathryn Harwood;
Jan Ostendorf; Joyce Randolf; George and Larraine Scott; Sondra Sullivan; and Mary Sinderson.

Friends of St. Philippians—Christiane Richter — friend of Roderick James; Greg Anderson—friend of Lorrie Castle; Ann
Swanson—friend of Deborah Unruh; Kitty Manson and family; Sidney Roach, Fatima Robinson, and Joyce
Freudenberg—friends of Stephen Paine; Mary Ann Thomas; Erin McDougal and Marianne Keeswood—friends of Kate
Burkart; Elaine Ende—friend of Beth Atkinson; Carter Lindley, Tandi Porter, Audrey Eubank Harris, Jay Stokes & Anna
Domonte, friends of Curt & Sharon Webb; Marianne Hash—friend of Jane Cooper; Mary Watters and Mindy Cooper-
Smith—friends of Bill and Jacqueline Hamilton Taylor; Kenneth and Donna Benton—friends of William Rowe; Patty
Ryan and Tom Barnett—friends of Robin and Gary Willis; and Shirley Stubblefield—friend of Barbara Runge.

If you have a pastoral care need or a prayer request you would like to share, please email: deacons@saintphilip.net.

Prayer List is a powetful tool for bringing comfort, healing, and peace to those in need. So, let's keep it up to date
and continue to lift up our brothers and sisters in prayer.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Pledge payments, communion gifts and other gifts to support the Church can be made anytime through our website
(http://saintphilip.net/) or sent to the Church Office at 4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056.

To make stock contributions contact Denise Ferrell at denise@saintphilip.net.

The next edition of the Philip-Eye will be available:
Tuesday, March 3—Deadline February 26—3:00 p.m.

Stay connected with regular emails from the pastors until then.

If you have any comments or suggestions for the Philip-Eye, please send them to:
philipeye@saintphilip.net or call 713-622-4807 and ask for Lorrie.

MORE LIGHT

PRESBYTERIANS

™
B MATTHEW 25
.\ *
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4807 San Felipe, Houston, TX 77056
Phone: 713.622.4807 Fax: 713.622.5405 www.saintphilip.net
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