THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WHIPPANY
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT | November 30, 2025, 10:15 AM

“You came near when I called on you; you said, “Do not fear!”
-Lamentations 3:57



*HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #9

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE

WELCOME The Rev. Sarah J. Cairatti
INTROIT Christie Seyfarth
*CALL TO WORSHIP Liturgy from ‘A Sanctified Art’
Leader: On Sundays and Mondays,

People: on good days and bad days,

Leader: early in the morning and very late at night,

People: here in this room, and out in the world,
God, we long for you to break in.

Leader: Meet us in this space.
People: Surprise us with your presence.
Leader: Fill this room with your good news.

People: With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

*HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #44

*SHARING SIGNS OF CHRIST’S PEACE
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH INVITED TO SUNDAY SCHOOL

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
Ever-present God,

we long to feel you close.

We long to feel your presence in our lives.

We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world.
However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough

to feel you in our midst.

Forgive our rushing and distractions.

Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this space.

Remind us that even in the time of Herod,

even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.



ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Leader: Family of faith,
even when we doubt God’s presence,
even when we fail to notice God’s fingerprints in this world,
God is always moving closer to us.
Hear and believe the good news this Advent season:
People: Nothing can keep God’s love away.
We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.

ANTHEM “Were You There On That Christmas Night?”  The Senior Choir

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Lamentations 3:55-57 “Do not fear!”
Luke 1:5-13 “Do not be afraid.”
SERMON The Rev. Sarah J. Cairatti
*HYMN “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” #38
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE \

You are invited to share your joys and concerns.
“For N. and N. we pray to the Lord.” Amen.
“For N. and N. we praise the Lord!” Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*OFFERTORY HYMN “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” #2
*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE
Please take a seat to enjoy the Postlude.

*Those who are able may stand



WELCOME, VISITORS AND OLD FRIENDS...

We're glad you are with us this morning, and we invite you to participate fully
in all parts of the worship service. Throughout the week, if you would like more
information about the church, to ask a question, or if you would like to share a
prayer concern, please email fpcwhippany@gmail.com or call the church office
and leave a message 973-887-2197.

Calendar of Events -For a full calendar of church events, please visit

www.whippanychurch.com

Sunday, November 30 - First Sunday of Advent
9:15 AM  Nominating Committee Meeting

9:15AM  Choir Warm-up

10:15 AM  Worship

11:15 AM Choir Rehearsal

Monday, December 1
6:30 PM Bell Rehearsal

Wednesday, December 3
10:00 AM Wednesday Morning Bible Study

Thursday, December 4
5:30 PM Church of the Wild Things

7:00 PM Yoga

undav., December 7 - Second Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Choir Warm-up
10:15 AM Worship with Communion
11:15 AM Christmas Pageant and Advent Event

If you would like to make a donation to the church, please access our online giving
www.whi anychurch.com/qive or mail your gift to the church office.
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INSISTING ON HOPE THIS ADVENT



ADVENT

9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
VENI EMMANUEL LM with refrain

Latin, c¢. 12th century .
Stanzas 1-2 trans. John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 1854 Adapt. Thomas Helmore, 1854
Stanza 3 trans. Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916 Accomp. John Weaver, 1988
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1. O come, O come, Em - man - u - el And ran - som
2. O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer Our spir - its
3. O come, De -sire of na - tions, bind All  peo - ples
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cap-tive Is - ra - el, That mournsin lone - ly ex - ile
by Thine ad - vent here; Dis - perse the gloom-y clouds of
in one heart and mind; Bid en - vy, strife,and dis - cord
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here Un - tii the Son of God ap - pear.
night, And death’s dark shad-ows put to flight. Re-joice! Re-joicel
cease; Fill the whole world with heav - en’s peace. '
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Music: Accompaniment © 1990 John Weaver, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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-9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Continued)

ADVENT
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

CHRISTMAS

44

ST. LOUIS  8.6.8.6.7.6.86
Phillips Brooks, 1868 Lewis Henry Redner, 1868
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1. O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, How still we see thee liel
2. For Christis born of Ma - 1ry; And gath-ered all a - bove,
3. How si-lent-ly, how si-lent-ly, The won-drousgift is  given!
4. O ho - ly Child of Beth-le - hem,De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bovethy deep and dream-less sleep The  si - lent stars go by
While mor-tals sleep,the  an - gels keep Their watch of  won-dering love.
So God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heayen.
Cast out our sin and en - ter in, Be bom in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er-last-ing  light;
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro - claim the ho -'ly birth!
No  ear may hear His com - ing, But in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels The greatglad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to - night.
And prais-es sing to God the King, And peace to all on earth.
Where meck souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
0 come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Em - man -u - ell
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CHRISTMAS

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 38

CAROL CMD

Edmund Hamilton Sears, 1849 Richard Storrs Willis, 1850
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1. It came wup-on  the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2. Still through the clo - ven skies they come, With peace-ful wings un - furled,
- 3, And ye, be-neathlife’s crush-ing load, Whose forms are bend-ing low,
4, For lo, thedays are has-teningon, By proph-et bards fore - told,
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From an-gels bend -ing near the earth, To touch their harps of  gold:
And still their heayen-ly mu -sic floats O’er all the wea -ry world:
Who toil a -long the climb-ing way With pain-ful steps and slow,
When with the ev - er - cir - cling years Comes round the age of gold;
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“Peace on  the earth,goodwill to all, From heaven’s all - gra - cious King™:
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-ering wing,
Look now! for glad and gold-en hours Come swift - ly on the wing:

-

Whenpeaceshallo - ver all theearth Its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in  sol - emn still-ness lay, To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o'er its Ba-belsoundsThe bless-ed an - gels sing.
O rest be - side the wea-1y road, And hear the an - gels sing.
And the whole world give back the song Which now the an - gels sing.
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ADVENT
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Charles Wesley, 1744 HYFRYDOL 8787 D Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831
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1. Come,Thou long - ex - pect - ed Je - sus, Bom to set Thy
2. Born Thy peo - ple to de - liv - er, Born a child and
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peo - ple free; From our fears and  sins re - lease  us;
yet a King, Bom to reign  in us for - ev - ceer,
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Now Thy gra-cious king-dom bring. By  Thine own e - ter - nal
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la - tion,Hope of all the earth Thou art; Dear de - sire of
Spir - it Rule in all our hearts a - lone; By  Thine all - suf-
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ev -~ ery na - tion, Joy of ev - ery long-ing heart.
fi - cient mer - it Raise us to Thy glo - rious throne.
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Alternate tune: STUTTGART, 1




FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WHIPPANY
STAFF

Pastor Sarah Cairatti
Treasurer John Hartmann
Clerk of Session Bonnie Parr
Choir Director & Organist Christie Seyfarth
Church Administrator Denise Lee
Director of Youth Ministries

& Handbell Choir Joanne Willans
Sexton Steve Willans

Church Office Email; fpcwhippany@gmail.com
Pastor Sarah email: sarah.cairatti@egmail.com
Church Website: www.whippanychurch.com

2025 SESSION MEMBERS
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Elysa Schuckmann

FINANCE and LEASES & INSURANCE:
Irena Kaler, Bob Russell & Josh Willans

MISSION: Trish Martin
PERSONNEL: Matt Millichap
PROPERTY: Chuck Parr & Tim Erven

PUBLIC WORSHIP: Jon Rizzo

2025 BOARD OF DEACONS

Ellen Bloemeke
Barbara Kitchell
Jim Kitchell

Ruth Peterson
Heather Rizzo
Dana Schiller
Joyce Schuckmann




