October 4, 2026 Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

The vineyard entrusted to our care

Immanuel Church

780 Keolu Drive, Kailua, Hawai‘1
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Welcome!

We welcome all people and animals to the worship of Christ, our Lord.
Please keep all pets on leashes or in cages for their own safety.

The entire service is printed in this bulletin;
the people’s parts are printed in bold type.

All baptized Christians of any denomination are welcome to
receive Holy Communion.

Kindly silence your phone.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the
office at (808) 262-4548 or
The Rev. David J. Gierlach at david.gierlach@gmail.com or
on his cell phone (808) 673-8930.

In honor of Saint Francis of Assisi, patron saint of
animals and the environment, a special collection
will be taken this morning for the
Hawaiian Humane Society.

Thank you for your generosity!
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OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to
pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience
is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask,
except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



FIRST READING Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
A Reading from the Book of Exodus.

Then God spoke all these words:

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that
is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth.

Y ou shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour
and do all your work.

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
that the Lord your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbor.

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the
trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood
at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do
not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be
afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you
so that you do not sin.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.  People Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 19 responsively by verse

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7 The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.



13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.

SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Church in Philippi

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal,
a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss
of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God
based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and
the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I
may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they
treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They
will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’
So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest
time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this
was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls
on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it
falls.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized
that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared
the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
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LITANY FOR CREATION AND ALL CREATURES

Priest Let us name with thanksgiving those animals for whom we care
(aloud or silently in our hearts):

Let us name with thanksgiving those animals who have been our companions
over the years and are no longer with us:

And let us remember the unnamed, unknown animals whose lives have
benefited our own.

Silence
The Prayers may be led by a Deacon or other Leader.
Reader Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth,

People Have mercy on us.

Reader Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world,

People Have mercy on us.

Reader Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful,

People Have mercy on us.

Reader Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, One God,

People Have mercy on us.

Priest Open our eyes to the joy and beauty of creation, that we may see

your presence in all your works; Shower your blessing on earth, O God.

The Priest says
Let us confess to God our sins against our fellow creatures.
Silence may be kept.

Priest and People

God of compassion, have mercy upon us. Heal our relationship with all
creation. Forgive us for our mistreatment and neglect of the creatures who
share the earth with us. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent for
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what we have done to harm them, and for what we have not done to help
them.

Fill us with your Spirit, that we may care for one another and for all your
creatures, according to your will and in the fullness of your love; through
Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

The Priest says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace
of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

Priest 1t is the priestly work of all God’s people to give thanks for God’s
blessings, to ask for and lend assistance to all in need, and to stretch our hands
to heal and cherish the creatures of God; this is our work of blessing.
Recognizing God’s love for these creatures, I invite you to bring forward the
animals entrusted to your care, one by one, and to join me in the laying on of
hands in prayer.

The animals are blessed individually by name by the Priest

The Priest then invites the People to name aloud their animals at home and to
pray together, using these words:

All Fellow creatures, friends and companions: May God your creator and
preserver bless, defend, heal, and keep you, this day and always. Amen.

Priest God be with you.
People And also with you.

Priest Let us pray. God of manifold blessings, source of all that is good
and true and holy: Raise us up to see the world through your eyes, so that with
the eyes of our hearts enlightened, we may treasure each creature touched by
your creative hand. May your bountiful blessing be upon us all, Creator,
Redeemer, and Sanctifier, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE PEACE
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loves us and gave himself for us, an offering and
sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2
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THE DOXOLOGY
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The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and
loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on
high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world
and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; you brought forth all
creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
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Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for
our journey; and so as the morning stars praise you we join the heavenly
beings and all creation as we sing with joy:
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Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent;
you call a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them
from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave
Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy
reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our

15



Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled
us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said:
“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his
friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this is the cup of the new Covenant
in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the
resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and
presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have
made, we acclaim you, O Christ:

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that
they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning
with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice, and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of
time gather us with Blessed Kamehameha IV, Queen Emma, St. Damien, St.
Maryanne, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.

Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

AGNUS DEI

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

INVITATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you and feed on him by faith with Thanksgiving.

DISTRIBUTION
The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.
[Amen.]
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COMMUNION HYMN

f “
"y I | \ - I T 7 i
y A — — i 1 | ! 7 I — f T 1 |
Of 1, [ 4 . el ] 4] 4 &
. oo —® » o ’

1 All crea-tures of our God and King, lift up your voic - es, let us

*2 Great rush - ing winds and breez-es soft, you clouds that ride the heavens a -

*3  Swift flow - ing

4 Dear

mo - ther earth, you

5 Al you with mer - cy

day

wa - ter, pure and clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to
by day un - fold your bless-ings on  our

i your heart, for - giv - ing o - thers, take vyour

*6 And ev - en you, most gen - tle death, wait - ing to hush our fi - nal
7 TLet all things their cre - a - tor bless, and wor - ship him in  hum - ble-
o4 - - ] ] y I
y ﬁ& ' - I ' - | | LY I - [
A 5 | =N | | =l | ™ i
s 1 [ ® ] I | j &) I | &) I I I
\‘_“J I } | | I } | I | I I
) | I
1 sing: Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ial Bright burn - ing
2 loft, O praise him, Al-le - lu - ial  Fair ris - ing
3  hear, Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia! Fire, 30 in -
4 way, O__ praise him, Al-le - lu - ia: All flowers and
b part, O sing now:  Al-le - lu - ial All you  that
6 breath, O__ praise him, Al-Te - lu - ial You lead back
7 ness, O__ praise him, Al-le - lu - ia. Praise God  the
A | | |
A 11 n
3% L o1 —t— L » L h— f
.
I sun with gold-en  beams, pale sil - ver moon that  gen - tly  gleams,
2 morn, with praisc rc - joice,  stars night - Iy shin-ing, find a voice,
3 tense and fierce-ly  bright, you give to  us bothwarmth and light,
4 fruits that in you grow, let them his glo - ry al - so show:
5 pain and sor-row  bear, praise  God, and cast on him  your care:
6 home the child of God, for Christ our Lord that  way  has trod:
7 Fa - ther, praise the  Son, and  praise the Spi- rit, Three in One:
Refrain
A4 4 |
& ] T I I - )| |
AL 1) | | | I I | | I e [ ) ] 9
5P —— — ] S — — ! 1 —
'Y el o “ [#4 1 \
9 praisc  him, O prais¢  him, Al -1¢ - lu - 1a,
[ |
Lioe B : o | I
o = 7 o - ] [ i
ANRP I Il | I - | I I 1}
Y, ‘ ! [ o O
al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of

salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you

have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of
Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING
RECESSIONAL HYMN
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DISMISSAL

People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

A
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Please stay for refreshments on the lanai!
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The Canticle of the Sun, which also called the Canticle of the Creatures,
was composed by St. Francis of Assisi in the final year of his life and
expresses his love and respect for all of God’s creation:

Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord,

All praise is Yours, all glory, honor, and blessings.
To you alone, Most High, do they belong;

no mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your Name.

We praise You, Lord, for all Your creatures,
especially for Brother Sun,
who is the day through whom You give us light.

And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor,
of You Most High, he bears your likeness.

We praise You, Lord, for Sister Moon and the stars,
in the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair.
We praise You, Lord, for Brothers Wind and Air,
fair and stormy, all weather's moods,
by which You cherish all that You have made.
We praise You, Lord, for Sister Water,
so useful, humble, precious and pure.

We praise You, Lord, for Brother Fire,
through whom You light the night.

He is beautiful, playful, robust, and strong.

We praise You, Lord, for Sister Earth,
who sustains us
with her fruits, colored flowers, and herbs.

We praise You, Lord, for those who pardon,
for love of You bear sickness and trial.
Blessed are those who endure in peace,
by You Most High, they will be crowned.

We praise You, Lord, for Sister Death,
from whom no-one living can escape.

Woe to those who die in their sins!

Blessed are those that She finds doing Your Will.
No second death can do them harm.

We praise and bless You, Lord, and give You thanks,
and serve You in all humility.
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The Prayer List

Emmanuel prays for: all beloved pets and animals that are with us today
and those who have crossed the rainbow bridge.

Emmanuel prays for: Kathryn, Katlin & the Dias family, Mary & family,
Donald, George, Craig, Sonny, Donna, Bill, Jimmy, Sandy, Annette, Julie,
Joyce, Beth, Sue, Emma, Kirsten, Nu’uanu, Chloe & family, and Julie.

Emmanuel prays for those who travel: Carolee & Mike, Kate & Pat, Patty,
Pam & Dennis, Dan & Kenia, Cece & Cara, Katherine, and Jill.

Emmanuel prays for those who have passed away: Chris, and Carol.

Emmanuel prays for those celebrating birthdays this week: Jane Woods,
Jojo Sanchez, and Allen Thach.

Emmanuel prays for those celebrating anniversaries this week: Jane &
Brian Woods, and Debbie & Ray Monmaney.

Prayer list refreshes at the beginning of each month. Please let us know if
we have missed your special day or made an error!

22



\ N

‘ONO GRINDS! ~ ——
KEIKI BOUNCE HOUSE!

EMMANUEL E| PAL CHURCH
780 KEOLU DRIVE IN KAILUA

(C)EMMANUELKAILUA (\)808.262.4548
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Announcements

Welcome to the Blessing of the Animals! We are so glad that you are here!
The Dog Wash will take place on the front lawn from noon to 2pm today. We
are gratefully accepting donations for the Hawaiian Humane society today!

Give Aloha Mahalo for your gifts to Emmanuel Church through the Give
Aloha program! Stay tuned for Foodland’s matching gift announcement.

Enchanted Eats hana hou is this Saturday, October 10, from 4pm-7pm!
Come to enjoy Whiskey Smoke barbecue, Simply ‘Ono old school grinds,
and Meggles Makes desserts! Please bring friends and family!

Weekly Healing Service and Bible Study Tuesdays at 10:00 am.
Kailua Mini Swap Meet is Saturday, October 17, from 8:30 am to 1pm.

Altar of Remembrance will be set up on Sunday, October 25, Please bring
photos of loved ones and add names of loved ones to the Book of
Remembrance to be read aloud during the All Saint’s service.

Lunch Bunch meets the last Wednesday of each month at 11:30 am. All are
welcome! Please bring your own lunch.

All Saint’s Day is Sunday, November 1. Bishop Elect Elizabeth “Liz”
Berman will preside at Emmanuel at the 9:30 am service.

Plant Sale Fundraiser November 21 from 9am to 2pm! We will be selling
plants, and taking pre-orders for Kadomatsu. Calling all green thumbs to start
planting now! Volunteers and Costco style boxes are wanted for event day.
See Paul or Carolyn if you have questions!

Fr. David is in the office Tuesday and Thursday from 9am—1pm. He can be
reached at 808-673-8930 or david.gierlach@gmail.com.

The office is open Tues, Thurs, and Fri from 9am—2pm. Lisa can be reached
throughout the week: 808-262-4548 or office@emmanuelkailua.org.

Altar flowers are given by Sharyn Monet in celebration of the
wedding of Mihaela and Oli.
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