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WELCOME AND JOYS AND CONCERNS

PRELUDE “How Great Our Joy!” arr Schrader

COMING OF THE LIGHT
Please use this time for silent meditation before worship.
During the service, the people will make the responses
in the bold print.



GATHERING (based on Isaiah 61:10-13)

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall
exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments
of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness.

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God

will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before

all the nations.

Be joyful! From God’s own being, a Savior is offered to all
the world.

Rejoice in the Lord! Let us worship God!

ADVENT CANDLE The Johnsons

ALL: God of joy, thank you for the excitement and delight we
experience at this joyful time of year. Help us to share your joy
with others, so that they too will be filled with your

Spirit. Amen.

HYMN 122 “Come, O Long-Expected Jesus”
All who are able may stand for the hymn and prayer that follows.

RITE OF RECONCILIATION

It’s hard to spread heaven’s hope and peace and joy in this world of
struggle. Let us confess our great need for God. Please join me in
the prayer of confession.

Holy God, forgive us when we turn from your message of hope
and peace and joy. We are offered hope in the birth of our
Savior, yet we fall prey to hopelessness and despair. We are
offered the Prince of Peace, yet we too quickly turn to hatred
and violence. We are offered joy, yet much sadness comes from
our own voices and hands. Help us, we pray, in the name of
Jesus. Amen.



Where is your glimpse of heaven on earth at Christmas? Is it at a
big joyous party? Is it with family? Is it a moment of quiet, alone
in the soft glow of Christmas tree lights, with stars shining through
the window? Is it singing Silent Night in church? Maybe it’s all
these things and more. Friends, in all the blessings of this special
season, there is a blessing for each one of you. May you find it;
may it find you. Praise be to God. Amen.

Please be seated.

SPECIAL MUSIC  “In the Bleak Midwinter” arr Liebergen
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Heavenly God, we give thanks that you
brought heaven to earth in Jesus Christ. In joy, we would receive
and share your Good News. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 35:1-10
Streams in the Desert Pew Bibles, page 663

A LESSON FROM LUKE 1:46b-55
We will read the psalm responsively,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed,

for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is his name;
indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones

and lifted up the lowly;

(continued next page)
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he has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.

He has come to the aid of his child Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,

according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 11:2-11
Jesus Praises John the Baptist Pew Bibles, Page 11

SERMON “Out of Time” Pastor Doug Hanson

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed

All may stand for the affirmation and the hymn that follows.

NOTE: This is the 1,700 anniversary of The Nicene Creed, which
fought against heresy and defended the divinity of Christ. One of
those who voted in favor of defending Christ’s divinity was St.
Nicholas, who passionately called on the other leaders to believe.

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day
He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into
heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He shall
come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose
kingdom shall have no end.

(continued next page)
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And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who
spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

HYMN 129 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
After the hymn, please be seated.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR Using “debts . . debtors.”

GIVING AND RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY  Quelle est cette odeur agréable? arr
Lau (What is this lovely fragrance?)
PRESENTATION

All may stand as the offering is presented and remain standing for
the prayer, hymn, and blessing that follow.

SONG OF PRAISE 780 OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

What a wonderful task you give us, O God, that we should
proclaim your Good News of hope and peace and joy. We offer
our gifts, trusting that St. Peter’s may do its part in bringing
heaven to earth. Bless our gifts, we pray, and guide us in all
that we do, to the glory of your name. Amen.
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HYMN 145 “Once in Royal David’s City”

BENEDICTION
After the Blessing, all may be seated until the postlude begins.

TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD

POSTLUDE Noél Suisse Daquin

TODAY’S WORSHIP

THE MESSAGE is brought to us by Pastor Doug Hanson
THE ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR is Kat Bowman
THE LECTOR today is Charlotte Wookey

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Scott
Raichle, in memory of Phyllis Emery

THE SOCIAL HOUR today is hosted by the Nicholsons



TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP HELPERS: Please take a look at the sign up sheets
posted in Fellowship Hall to see where you may be able to help.
We would love to be able to start filling the early months of 2026.
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered!

SANTA FRED: Santa Fred and helpers will be sitting at the
church entrance each Sunday leading up to Christmas. They will
be collecting monetary donations to help St. Mary’s Shelter.

You can give to the church by scanning
the QR code here:
All online giving will be designated on
your giving statements. Thank you!

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24t
5:00pm Family Service
9:00pm Candlelight Service of Lessons



Our Prayer List

Andrea Lafleur

Angie Schlessman

Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother
Austin Myers

Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths

Barbara Shivers

Carol Meyer

Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins
Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson
Charles and Virginia Garber

Danielle Smith, friend of Sara Hackman

David Richman, friend of Grace Merryman

Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner
Dr. Michael J. Ward

Ed McCarthy, friend of Sarah Hackman’s

Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley
Friends and family of Betty Booraem

Friends and family of Jason Cox, cousin of Kelly Martini
Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa

Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin
Jamie Glennon, friend of Eric Hanson

Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson

Jennifer Osborne

Jessica G., friend of Grace Merryman

Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother

John Pittock, friend of Grace Merryman

Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty

Kelly Maldonado friend of Maureen & Kenzie Wookey
Laura Dick

Laura S., friend of Grace Merryman

Linda Chernek, friend of Deb Wetty

Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson

Mary Andersen, friend of the McCarthy

Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons

Penny, friend of Linda Johnson

Richard, friend of Dee McClimon

Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister

Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister

Sharon Basile, Jennifer Basile’s mother-in-law

Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law
Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow

Tina Frick, friend of Sarah Hackman

Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley

Travis McClimon

Virginia Lawrence



