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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
HOPE

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS!
We are an “Open and Affirming” Church




WELCOME!

To our worshipping community, especially to parents: God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel

you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift

to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we
give smiles of encouragement to parents!

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here!
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH”
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor — Rev.Betsy.Dorsi@uccwestboro.org
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music — Joseph.Stillitano@uccwestboro.org
Linda Borglund, Director of Christian Ed — Linda.Borglund@uccwestboro.org
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells — westcongmusic@gmail.com
Lisa Coffey, Administrator — Lisa.Coffey@uccwestboro.org
Ariana Dello Stritto, Communications Coordinator - Ariana.DelloStritto@uccwestboro.org

Office hours: Monday — Closed, Tuesday — Friday 9am — 1pm
Church office phone (508)366-2000

General Church email — info@uccwestboro.org Church website- www.uccwestboro.org
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.instagram.com/uccwestboro/

We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ,
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image. “We are all God’s children.” In
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure,
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability. We say, and mean,
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our
belief in diversity and inclusion. We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy
Spirit. We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of
participation in this congregation.
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Nov. 30, 2025 First Sunday of Advent
*The Congregation is invited to stand.

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS (shown online and on the sanctuary screens) 9:45 AM

PRELUDE

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US 10:00 AM

INVITING THE WORD

WELCOME Rev. Betsy Dorsi

*OPENING HYMNS: #142 “People Look East” BESANCON
#125 “Come O Long-Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 121) Steve Achorn

One: I lift up my eyes to the hills.

Many: From where will my help come?
One: My help comes from the Lord.
Many: The maker of Heaven and earth.
One: Come, let us worship the Lord.
Many: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE — HOPE The Borglund Family

Hope is wishful thinking. Hope is the Spirit of God dwelling with us, reminding us that we are
never alone. Hope is our active commitment to be God’s faithful people. As we light the candle
of HOPE, we embrace God’s presence among us, yesterday, today and always.

(Please pause until the candle has been lit)

People: Loving God, we thank You for the hope You offer us. In this season of Advent, may
we open all the dark places in our lives and memories to the healing light of Christ.
Show us the creative power of hope as we prepare our hearts to be transformed by
You.

ADVENT RESPONSE HYMN #128 ”One Candle Is Lit” (verse 1) CRADLE SONG
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*GATHERING PRAYER (unison) Steve Achorn
Jesus as we come together to offer You praise and thanksgiving, open our hearts to hear Your
message of hope. Remind us that even in our darkest days You are with us and Your
promises never expire. Teach us to lean on You more closely when our hope runs dry. Help
us be a source of hope for each other as we await Your coming. We pray this in Your name
and continue in prayer using the words You taught us...

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) Steve Achorn
Holy One, help us remember that the next four weeks are the time to prepare our hearts for
Your birth. Forgive us for the times we have been too busy to see Your face in the face of

one in need; for feasting on turkey while others go hungry and shopping for deals on gifts
while others have no coat to wear in the cold. Cleanse us of the sin of greed. Help us be the
hope others seek. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE Rev. Betsy Dorsi
RECEIVING THE WORD

A MESSAGE FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART Rev. Betsy Dorsi
SCRIPTURES Isaiah 2:1-5 Matthew 24:36-44 (pew bible pgs. 550 & 806)
SERMON “Being Ready for Jesus” Rev. Betsy Dorsi
*HYMN #136 “Christians All, Your Lord is Coming” (vs 1,2,4) PLEADING SAVIOR

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

Invitation Steve Achorn
At this time, let us all reflect on how much God has given us and on what we have chosen to
give God back for God’s ministry.



Offertory “Have You Not Heard” Words from Isaiah 40
Chancel Choir Composed by Milburn Price

Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
The Creator of the ends of the earth.

They who wait, who wait for the Lord
Shall renew their strength,
They shall mount up with wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and shall not faint.

Ok

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

“For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) Steve Achorn
Jesus, we offer You these gifts and ourselves. Bless our offerings so we might use them to
bring hope to others. Amen.

BEING THE CHURCH
*CLOSING HYMN #119 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (vs 1,2,4) VENI EMMANUEL
*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

Steve Achorn serves as liturgist.
Charlotte Bramley and Elizabeth Kafig are deacons of the day.

*If you are interested in learning about church membership, talk to Rev. Betsy.




Prayers
Continued Prayers: Bev Hall; Jackie Smith; Adam Beckloff, Linda Birch’s nephew; Carolyn Bent;
Diane Travers; Judy Ellis’s daughter, Syreeta Peddlesden; Ron, brother-in-law to Betty & Ted;
Betty Simino; Donna Morgan’s nephew, Peter Jacunski; The family of Grover Morgan, Jr., Tom's
brother; Paula Tashjian; Debbie Grega — Amy Glennon’s mother; Betty Gray’s niece Heather;
Cathie Achorn’s sister-in-law, Lorie Mumby.

STEWARDSHIP 2026
“DREAMING GOD’S DREAM” “NO GIFT TOO SMALL, NO DREAM TOO BIG”

The Stewardship Committee wants to thank the 56 pledging units who have already
returned their pledge cards. This count represents about 65% of the anticipated number
of pledges, which equates to 56% of the anticipated pledge total, meaning pledges monies
are lagging. We encourage church friends and members to participate in supporting the
work and mission of our church with whatever monies they feel are appropriate. If you are
a cash contributor, please submit a pledge card so your contribution can be added toward
achieving the pledge goal. Pledge cards can be mailed or dropped off in the mail slot
outside the church’s parking lot door. If you need a pledge card, please contact the church
office at 508-366-2000 or you may phone in your pledge to Dave Smith at 508-366-8174
and he will submit a proxy pledge card.

MAIN STREET STROLL — TODAY!
Come and see The Congregational Church float in the Westborough Light Parade today,
Sunday, Nov. 30. The parade starts at 5 pm in front of our church. Come have some hot
cocoa and popcorn on the front lawn starting at 3. The Parish Life Committee

EVERGREEN FAIR
Mark your calendars! The Evergreen Christmas Fair will be on Saturday, Dec. 6th from
9AM-3PM. Please come have a yummy lunch and support this community event.
Donations are still being accepted for the Children’s Santa’s Workshop where the children
shop for their family, friends, teachers, pets, etc. Please donate any new items you can for
this. Candles, mugs, toiletries, toys, pet toys, coloring books, etc. Men’s gift items are
especially needed (tools, car products, etc.)

Grandma’s Attic and Upper Grandma’s Attic items may be dropped off in the nursery
(room next to Rev. Betsy’s office) starting the morning on Sunday, Nov. 30. No big items
Please! We have limited space.

Don’t forget to sign up on the poster in the vestry to help out on the day of the Christmas
Fair. Thank you. Cathie, Sandy and Linda, Fair Chairs info call Cathie 508-380-8671
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Silent Auction - With a heartfelt thank you we are grateful for your generous donations
for the Silent Auction! With your help we made about 70 baskets. Each and every one of
you contributed in all ways. Thank you for supporting us and our church. AMEN 44
Feeling blessed, Diane Lindberg and Sandy Horton

WOMEN'’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING
Come to our Women'’s Fellowship Christmas party, Monday, December 8, 2025 at 6
pm. Bring a wrapped Yankee swap item. We will have really yummy desserts! Everyone
invited. Bring a friend or neighbor for a fun time.

VESTRY FLOOR CARE - From the Trustees
The Congregation has made a substantial and much-needed investment in new flooring for
the Vestry. To maintain the new flooring for a long lifetime, it must be swept essentially
every weekday. The Church has arrangements with our cleaning service to do this.

However, this sweeping requires that the Vestry floor be clear of tables and chairs every
day. Accordingly, we all must adopt and observe the policy that following each event and
activity in the Vestry, each group take down and store all the tables, and place against the
walls all the chairs, that were used for that event.

Exceptions will be made for major activities such as the Evergreen Fair.

MISSIONS
Westboro Food Pantry - For the month of November, the Westborough Food Pantry is in
need the following: Hot cocoa, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Bar Soap. The Westborough Food
Pantry has thanked us for our continued support in helping to feed local families in need.
Over two hundred families have shopped at the Pantry over the last few weeks, which is
fifty more than they had expected. Please continue to consider donating additional (non-
perishable) food of all sorts to the white box. Thank you for your support. The Mission
Team

Giving Tree - It's time for the 2025 Giving Tree! Starting on Sunday, November 16th, trees
with gift tags for Westborough children will be set up in the Vestry. Each tag will state the
child's age, gender and the child's Christmas wish for a gift. There will be two tags for each
child unless they would like a bicycle or other expensive gift. Gifts should be $50.00 or
under. The trees will be set up on the 16th, 23rd and 30th. All gifts must be returned on
Sunday, December 7th. If you can't be in church on the 7th, the gifts can be left at the
church office on Friday, December 5th. Share the joy of Christmas with a child in need.
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Dismas House — Do you like to cook for people who really appreciate your efforts? If so,
please consider making a meal for the men at Dismas House. The men are working
towards re-assimilating back into a normal life with friends and family after time in prison.
They really love home cooked meals. If you can cook a meal but can't deliver it, we can
probably arrange to bring the meal. If you are a first-timer, one of our team can go with
you. You can stay for dinner with the men or simply deliver the meal. Nothing fancy, just
a tasty meal. If you can help, please contact Pam Faustine at 978-505-7031 or
pfaustine@princeton-ma.us

WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES ON WESTBOROUGH TV
Exciting news from our collaboration with Westborough TV! Our Sunday services will be
replayed TWICE a week every week. You'll be able to watch us on Mondays at 6:30PM
(please note, this is a half hour later than we have been), and again on Thursdays at
6:30PM. As a reminder, we're on Verizon channel 2124 (High Definition) and Verizon 24 &
Charter 191 (regular definition)

Nov. 30™" — Dec. 7"

Nov 30 Sunday- Advent |

10:00 AM Worship & Sunday School Dec4 Thursday

1:00 PM Baptism/Chapel Dec5 Friday

Dec1 Monday - Office Closed Dec 6 Saturday

Dec 2 Tuesday 9AM -3 PM Evergreen Fair

6:30 PM Building Committee/Kerygma Dec 7 Communion Sunday —
7:00-8:00 PM  Bell Rehearsal Advent Il

Dec 3 Wednesday 10:00 AM Worship & Sunday
3:30-4:30 PM  Journey School

6:30-8:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal

VESTRY IN USE ALL WEEK FOR THE FAIR PREPARATION
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