
CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, August 16 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service and Faith Formation 

 

Tuesday, August 18 

6:00 p.m. I Street Garden Volunteers 

 

Wednesday, August 19 

9:00 p.m. Food Bank Senior Box Build 

12:00 p.m. Contemplative Walking Group 

 

Thursday, August 20 

5:00 p.m. Deacons meeting (library) 

 

Sunday, August 23 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service and Blessing of the Backpacks 

11:00 a.m. All Church Picnic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************** 

Reverend Matthew Schultz 
mschultz@firstpresanchorage.org 

 

Danna Larson, Director of Faith Formation & Mission 

dllsitka@gmail.com 

First Presbyterian Church Anchorage 

616 W 10th Avenue, Anchorage AK 99501 

fpchurch@firstpresanchorage.org 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR AUGUST 16, 2026 

FAITH FORMATION: Join us in the downstairs classroom for Creative 

Canvas. 

 

JOIN US TODAY FOR: 

10:00 a.m. Worship and Faith Formation 

 

“CREATIVE CANVAS” FOR CHILDREN TODAY 

When children are dismissed from worship today they will gather in the 

elementary classroom for a special art project.   All children five and older are 

welcome.  The childcare center is available for younger children where they will 

be have an opportunity to create a painting.  

 

DONATIONS OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED 

Thanks to everyone who has been bringing school supplies!  We will be taking the 

donations to Dr. Etheldra Davis Fairview Elementary School on Tuesday.   

 

REMINDER REGARDING WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 

Reminder that beginning September 13, 2026 the worship service time will 

change to 11:00 a.m. 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS AND CHURCH PICNIC 

Join us Sunday, August 23 as we celebrate children and staff going back to 

school with the Blessing of the Backpacks during our 10:00 a.m. worship 

service.  After worship is the church picnic.  Deacons will provide hamburgers, 

hot dogs, and some side dishes.  CE will have outside games for people of all 

ages and ice cream.    

Can you help by 

 *bringing a dish to share? 

 *helping serve the food?  

 *helping with cleanup after the picnic? 

 *putting away tables and chairs? 

We hope to see you at this end of summer celebration!!   

 

F.I.S.H. SUNDAY IS AUGUST 30 

You can help by: 

1. Bringing pasta or other canned goods to help us reach our goal of 

donating 100 pounds of pasta each month. 

2. Sign up to help once a month with the packing or delivery of food for 

F.I.S.H. – 3 hours commitment (check out the sign-up sheet on the 

information table).   
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3. Bring your children to help with the monthly rice bagging service 

project on August 30. 

Questions:  Contact Katherine Osborne-Hightower (dadaernst@gmail.com) or 

Danna Larson (dllsitka@gmail.com).  

 

FPC COMMUNITY GARDEN  

FPC volunteers have been harvesting kale, squash, lettuce and radishes from the 

I Street Community Garden.  Vegetables from the garden are donated to the 

Lutheran Social Services Food Bank. Members of the Service & Engagement 

Committee currently tend the garden on Tuesdays from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  If 

you’d like to see the garden, stop by on a Tuesday evening and take a look! 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE WAKING GROUP WILL MEET AT FPC 

Join the contemplative walking group for walking and conversation on 

Wednesdays at noon at First Presbyterian Church.  The group walks for about 20 

minutes and then gathers for conversation centered on a biblical passage.    

 

CHILDCARE STAFF NEEDED 

We are still looking for one additional childcare staff for Sundays. If you know 

of someone who might be interested in helping out, please tell them about our 

need and have them contact the church office.  If you are interested in 

volunteering on an occasional basis that will work as well!  Contact Danna 

Larson. 

 

SAVE THE DATE—ALL-CHURCH RETREAT 

When:  Saturday, September 12, 9:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Where:  Birchwood Camp 

Join us for a full day together at Birchwood Camp!  This year’s retreat theme is 

Asking Good Questions, with new activities designed to spark curiosity and 

conversation.  We’ll also bring back your favorites from last year—boating, 

campfire, singing, and puzzles in the lodge.  More details coming soon.  Mark 

your calendar and plan to join us! 

 

MUSIC UPDATE 

The Choir and Handbells weekly rehearsals will resume in late August.  

However, musicians are encouraged to sign up and provide Special Music 

offerings throughout the summer!  Soloists, small groups, singers, and 

instrumentalists are welcome.  Contact the church office 907-272-6411 to 

schedule a Sunday slot.  You can also reach out to Lisa Geist, choir director, at 

lkgeist@yahoo.com with any questions.  
 

VOICE FOR THE UNHEARD 

Are you looking for information on how to practice loving your neighbor 

through the practice of advocacy?  Several handouts are available in the narthex 

to guide and support you through the process.  You can also find resources by 

googling the PC(USA) Office of Public Witness, or organizations like Bread for 

the World at bread.org. 

 

FOOD BANK SENIOR BOX BUILD 

The next Senior Box Build is scheduled for Wednesday, August 19, 2026 from 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Food Bank Alaska.  We also have 7 slots reserved for 

Wednesday, September 23, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  If you’ve 

volunteered before, please go to the Food Bank website to sign up as you have in 

the past.  If you’re a first-time volunteer, you’ll need to complete a profile as part 

of getting registered.  Please contact Rich Jackson at 907-727-9217 (cell/text) or 

via email: rjackson6098@gmail.com with any questions or if you need 

assistance signing up. 

 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

Know your rights, be prepared.  A handout is available in the foyer with links 

provided by ACLU which may be helpful for immigrants or refugees seeking to 

understand the evolving federal policies.  Our church staff is always available to 

listen to your concerns, pray with you, and work to connect you with those who 

can provide legal advice.  Call 907-272-6411 or email 

mschultz@firstpresanchorage.org. 

 

SIGN UP FOR PC(USA) ACTION ALERTS 

Are you struggling with the “how” and “what” of advocating with and for your 

neighbors?  The Presbyterian Church (USA)’s Office of Public Witnesss’ 

“Action Alerts” can notify you over email and/or text about the topics, items, and 

events that Presbyterians nationwide are raising their voices to address.  Go to 

their website to sign up.  https://www,votervoice.net/mobile/PCUSA/home. 

 

REGISTER FOR A BIRCHWOOD CAMP 

Check out the Birchwood Camp summer schedule.  There are weeklong camps 

for people of all ages but the camps are especially geared for elementary and 

youth.  FPC is hoping that we can get at least six from our church to attend camp 

this summer.  Scholarships are available to help support those who want to 

attend.  Pick up a brochure on the information table or go to the Birchwood 

Camp website: https://birchwoodcamp.org/camps.  

 

STAY CONNECTED WITH US! 

Do you want to be the first to know about upcoming events for families, youth, 

and children?  We'd love to keep you in the loop!  Please share your contact 

information with Danna Larson (dllsitka@gmail.com), or by filling out the 
connection card in the back of the pew and putting it in the offering plate. We 

look forward to staying connected with you! 
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