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STEWARDSHIP

When it came in the mail, I knew exactly what I wanted to do with it. One of those ubiquitous credit card offers
had arrived in my mailbox, this one for our oldest son and rising college sophomore, Luke. Using it as a chance
to reinforce a lesson he had been taught many years ago, I placed it at his spot on the dinner table. That evening,
he saw it and had precisely the reaction Deborah and I wanted him to have. He threw it away, not in disgust but
with indifference. He knew credit cards at his stage of life were unwise. Here be dragons, and we were happy to
see that the lesson had stuck, and he was avoiding the allure of “free” and “easy” money.

Maintaining such discipline can be difficult. Personal financial responsibility is not only a muscle and skill to be
developed, but it is a character feature as well. So too with churches, and Brenthaven has been fortunate to have
had the fortitude, foresight, and discipline to be faithful stewards of our budget and financial situation over many
decades. From the men who hand-built the manse six decades ago, to the dozens of men and women who have
shepherded this church’s annual budgets, to the effort required from the congregation to pay off the loan on our
Brenthaven home several years ago, we have a lot to be proud of as we have managed our finances over the
decades with aplomb.

Looking at our current budget status, our overall financial position is stable with significant savings for a rainy
day and the manse as an investment property. However, the 2026 budget is showing signs of strain due to sever-
al factors. First, the manse has lost its tenant as of the end of May and without a new tenant on the horizon,
Brenthaven will forgo nearly $5,000 per month in rental income. Second, tithing and giving levels are down for
2026 (this does not count the manse rental income nor any one-time contributions from external sources like last
year’s Nashville 911 TV series, which go directly into savings and are not factored into the annual recurring
budget). While 2026 expenses are in line with the budget and prior years, the first five months of this budget year
have seen significantly lower tithing and giving levels, producing a budget deficit of over $40,000. This is a signif-
icant budget gap, especially at this stage of the year, which requires attention and response.

If such a budget deficit persists, it begins to weaken our ability to fulfill our mission to love and serve God and
neighbor. Our savings provide a reasonable cushion, but a prolonged decline in tithing and giving prevents us
from doing what we all are called to do within our ministries and overall church community. The Session and
Stewardship Ministry are considering where to hold tight on expenses and other responses to the budget gap,
though well over 80 percent of the budget is devoted to our beloved staff and maintaining the building (utilities,
insurance, etc.).

Therefore, how do we respond and what are we asking you to do? First is to join us in prayer for God’s guidance
as we discern how to approach this challenge. Tithing is an intimately personal decision between God and a per-
son/family, so we pray that we all can listen for His voice and guidance. Second, the Session intends to ask com-
mittees to be deliberate and thoughtful about budget decisions as this year progresses. We want to do the work
of God and bring his love into our community and congtregation, but to do so in as prudent and responsible a
manner as possible while we weather this budget deficit.

Finally, a historical perspective is in order. I have seen 25 years of budgets as a member of this congregation,
though nowhere near the number that so many leaders that this wonderful church has been blessed with over its
history. I recall conversations with Bart King during similar periods of uncertainty in past years and he always
had a serene confidence that God and this congregation would answer the challenge. He was always right, and I
am similarly confident now. (Editor's note: since the writing of this article, a renter has been secured.)

—Russ Deaton



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

e | We invite everyone to our VBS
P 4 closing ceremony tomorrow,
x%Ha']{@ JH:UP June 11, at 7:30 pm to see what

e e Gy iy W€ learned during our week at the
Shake It Up Café and to hear a few
catchy songs, sung by our precious little chefs.

We're collecting items for our outreach through
the end of the week. Every year, we take the oppor-
tunity during VBS to teach children about giving and
helping others. This year, we will be collecting the
following: pasta, pasta sauce, and jelly (no glass,
please) for GRACEWORKS MINISTRIES, and
bottled water for SACRED SPARKS. Please leave
donations on the VBS table in the Narthex.

BOOKEND BOOK CLUB

The God of the Woods by Liz Moore is June’s
pick for the BookEnd Book Club, meeting
Thursday, June 18 at 9:30 am in the Adult
Library.

JOIN US GROUPS

Sacred Steps: Come join the fun with our walk-
ing group reflecting on nature and God’s creation.
The next meeting is Saturday, June 20 at 10:00 am
at Deerwood Arboretum. If interested, contact
Renee McCulley.

CPWM NEWS

CPWM is now accepting donations for our July
Yard Sale, coming July 24-25. Please take your items
to the Great Expectations Class in Room 108. We are
not accepting furniture donations, except for small
accessories, such as lamps or side tables. And we are
not accepting artwork or clothing and shoes.

Our next women’s meeting is Tuesday, June 23 at
10:30 am in the Adult Library. Our guest speaker will
be Rev. Lisa Cook with Sacred Sparks Ministry.

WHALE SUNDAY IS COMING!

Get ready for a fun, interactive Bible
experience as we host all children for
WHALE SUNDAY! Kids will climb
inside our giant inflatable fish to hear
the story of Jonah, told by "Jonah" himself! After the
story, we will head outside for water games, laughter,
and popsicles. Don’t miss it...Sunday, July 12 from
2—4 pm in the Fellowship Hall!

MISSIONS MINISTRY

Sunday, June 14, after worship, the Missions
Ministry will be hosting a fundraiser lunch for
Jackson Campbell’s mission trip to Japan with the
CP Church’s Ministry Council. The mission trip is
July 12-22 and we are looking to raise $3000.00
toward his trip. Please come and help support
Jackson with this endeavor.

Our very own Allie Crawford is a teacher at
Norman Binkley Elementary School, a Title I
school. We are collecting hygiene products again this
year and the following items are needed for many of
the students. A bin to collect these items will be out-
side the church office. We will collect hygiene items
through Sunday, July 26. They need the following
items: deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental
floss, mouthwash, bar soap, washcloths, feminine
hygiene products, hair brushes, ponytail elastics/hair
ties, shampoo, and lotion. As always, thank you for
your help!

SUMMER EVENTS

Junior Camp is June 14-19 at Crystal Springs and
welcomes children who have completed grades 2-5.
The theme is Finding Nemo!

Youth ROCKS Mission Trip is June 20-26, and
we are headed to Missouri! We will be serving non-
profits in Lebanon, MO, and surrounding areas.

C.P.Y.C. (the Cumberland Presbyterian Youth
Conference) is July 5-10 at Bethel University in
McKenzie, TN, and welcomes students who have

completed grades 8—12. The theme for this year is
Call Me!

Middle School Camp is July 12-17 at Crystal
Springs. Students who have completed grades 6—8

are invited to attend. The theme for this year is I
the Wilderness.

LETTERS TO CAMPERS

Brenthaven has a wonderful tradition of
sending mail to each year’s junior and middle school
campers. Jr Camp begins this Sunday June 14.
Send letters early and send them often! This yeat’s
campers are Beckett Strickland, Elyn Ferry, Lincoln
Sutton, Lilah Sutton, Jay McCulley (Director), and
Logan McCulley (Counselor). Mail to: Crystal
Springs Camp, (insert camper’s name), 21 Crystal
Springs Camp Rd, Kelso, TN 37348.
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https://www.graceworkstn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sacredsparksministry

PRAYER CONCERNS

Recent Additions

Jim McCulley (father of Jay McCulley)

Scott Shepherd

Linda Williams (sister-in-taw of Linda Pulley)
Jr Camp & VBS

Members

Joan Bledsoe, Joyce Burch, Phyllis Burkhalter, Kimberly
Crowe, David Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen,
Carol Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul
Gonzales, Madge Graves, Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy
Hennesy, Suzanne Johnson, Barbara Loyall, Dawn &
Walter McBee, Marty Mortis, Bill Moser, Rose O’Hara,
Jack Phillips, Bonnie Pierce, Larry Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil
Slagle, Porter Stark, Scott Strickland, Cheryl & Don
Tabor, Jane & James Talley

Family and Friends

Jon Bates (nephew of Kaye Holland), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe
Mallgy), Mary Ruth Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl
Campbell), Lauren (friend of Ame Satterwhire), Brenda Copeland
(niece of Martha Stewart), John Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewart),
Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins
(danghter-in-law of Kathy & Bill Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards
(mother of John Edwards), Ktisten Brtel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry),
Garry Ferry (uncle of Aaron Ferry), Charlotte Galambos, Bill
Gartrett (son of Beverly Garrett), Miklos Gerendas, Dani
Ghulam (friend of Sandra & Scott Shepherd), Gregg Gross (father of
Ben Gross), Chazz Jones (friend of the Crafting gronp), Hudson
Jones (fiiend of Joan Bledsoe’s family), River Leonard (daughter of co-
worker of Sharon Malloy), Walter McBee, Jt. (son of Walter McBee,
Sr.), Bettie Mason (friend of Barbara Dial), Butch Mayes (friend of
Walter McBee), Siggy Mennen (great-granddanghter of Barbara Dial),
Colton Osbotne (family fiiend of Rena Sutton), Joan Peay (mother of
Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-law of Ben Davis), Kinsley
Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy Rhone (nephew of Scort
Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz Strickland), Bob Seigenthaler
(friend of Bob Dogier) , Marjorie Shepherd (mother of Sharon Mallpy),
Casey Sherwin (co-worker of Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of
Larry Pulley), Judy Smith (friend of Janiece Redmon), Brittany
Spradling, Caden Sullivan (grandson of Nina Sullivan), Nina
Sullivan, Jim Summitt (wacle of Blair Summitt), Forrest Sutton,
Gary Tessar (friend of Jan Marshall), Bill Turner (brother-in-law of
Cheryl Tabor), Lynn Underwood (danghter of Dawn McBee), Sam
Warren (son of Cindi & Jobhn Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of
Brooke Gross), those serving our country

MEMORIALS

In memory of Ben Davis
Joyce Burch, Vallerie & Michael Greer

BABY SHOWER FOR BABY CRAWFORD

It’s a boy! Please join us in celebrating Allie and
Drew Crawford’s bundle of joy on Sunday, July 5
at 12:00 pm in the Narthex/Lobby. Nursety colots
are orange, yellow, white, and light brown. The theme
is suns and rainbows. Allie is registered at Allie and
Drew Crawford’s Baby Registry at Babylist, or go to
www.babylist.com; search for Allie Crawford. Please
see Melinda Fleming or Rachel Campbell if you’d
like to help with the shower.
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Elizabeth Allen graduated magna cum laude from
the USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sci-
ences at the University of Southern California with a
B.A. in Economics, Philosophy, and Political Science,
along with a minor in Songwriting. During her time at
USC, she served as President of the USC Snow Club
and worked part-time at Anzie Blue Records through-
out her senior year. Following graduation, Elizabeth
will remain in Los Angeles, where she will continue
working full-time at AB Records while further pursu-
ing her own music career. She plans to continue per-
forming at venues across LA and is currently in the
studio recording upcoming singles set to be released
soon. Congratulations, Elizabeth!
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https://my.babylist.com/vtjwaugzh?session_synced=true
http://www.babylist.com/

BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
516 Franklin Road
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M.

PHONE: (615) 373-4826
FAX: (615) 373-4869

www.brenthaven.org

Stamp

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 11

June 13
June 14

11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)
5:30-8:00 PM VBS/Closing Ceremony

2—4 PM Jackson’s Honor Ceremony (Sanctuary)

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
12:00 PM Mission Fundraiser Lunch (FH)

June 14-19 JrR CAMP

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR JUNE 14

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (green)

Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7) and Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;
Exodus 19:2-82a and Psalm 100;

Romans 5:1-8;
Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23)

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR JUNE 7

June 15 10:00 AM Young @ Heatt (Aduit Library)
June18  9:30 AM BookEnd Book Club (Ads Library) OPERATING BUDGET
11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) Dedicated Giving $35.00
June 20 10:00 AM Sacred Steps (Deerwood Arboretum) Donations towards Budgeted Expense 30,101.00
Weekly Need 10,835.00
June 20-26 YOUTH MISSION TRIP ,
Received Year-to-Date 236,000.18
June 21 ?(’)3251““ Sg;dai&hlgdh b Actual Spend Year-to-Date 253.397.36
:45 AM ther’ .
orship (Father’s Day) Difference 17,397.18
STAFF & LEADERSHIP
Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor Session — The Elders
Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell
Linda Pull ’ Di £ Musi ’ Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins
m_ a Tuey, lreCt?r ot Musie Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott
Amity Marsh, Organist Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland
Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.otg)




