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Shelby Christian Church 
BIRTH OF THE CHURCH: GROWTH UNDER PRESSURE * ACTS 3:1-11, 4:1-22 * 6/14/2026 

MAIN POINT 
The church grows when it is persecuted. 

INTRODUCTION 

Have you ever experienced an unexpected act of kindness or help that changed your day—or your life? 

What comes to mind when you think about God’s power to heal or restore? 

UNDERSTANDING 
HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 3:1-11 

Why is it significant that Peter says, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do 
have I give to you”? 

What does this miracle reveal about the authority and power of Jesus Christ, 
even after His ascension? 

Why is the healing performed specifically “in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth”? 

What might the man’s lifelong condition symbolize spiritually? Why do people 
sometimes focus more on immediate needs than on deeper transformation? 

Why do you think Luke includes the detail that the man was “leaping” and 
“praising God”? 

How does this miracle connect with Jesus’ own healing ministry in the Gospels? 

What role does faith seem to play in this encounter? 

Peter and John are on their way to the temple for prayer when they encounter a man who had been 
lame from birth, sitting at the temple gate called Beautiful and begging for money. When the man 
asks for alms, Peter tells him that although he has no silver or gold, he can offer something far 
greater: healing in the name of Jesus Christ. Peter commands the man to rise and walk, and 
immediately the man’s feet and ankles are strengthened. The man responds with overwhelming joy—
he jumps up, begins walking, and enters the temple with Peter and John, walking, leaping, and 
praising God. Those who see him recognize him as the man who had long sat begging, and they are 
filled with amazement and wonder at what has happened. These verses demonstrate the continuing 
power of Jesus working through His apostles, showing that the risen Christ still brings healing and 
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restoration. The miracle not only transforms the man’s life but also becomes a public testimony that 
points others to God’s power and glory. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 4:1-4 

Why would the religious leaders be troubled by the apostles’ teaching about the 
resurrection? 

What role did the Sadducees likely play in this opposition, given their beliefs? 

What does this passage reveal about the cost of faithful witness? 

Why is it significant that the gospel continues to spread even while the apostles 
are arrested? 

What does this teach us about God’s sovereignty in the face of human 
resistance? 

How does this moment fulfill Jesus Christ’s warnings that His followers would 
face persecution? 

Peter and John face their first major opposition after healing the lame man and preaching to the 
crowd. As they proclaim that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead, the priests, the captain of the 
temple, and the Sadducees become greatly disturbed by their message. Because of this, Peter and 
John are arrested and held in custody until the next day. Yet despite the resistance, many who hear 
their message believe, and the number of believers grows to about five thousand men. These verses 
highlight both the cost and the power of gospel witness. Opposition begins to intensify, but it does not 
hinder God’s work—instead, the message of the risen Christ continues to spread, and many respond in 
faith. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 4:4-22 

Why is it significant that Peter is described as “filled with the Holy Spirit” 
before speaking? 

What does this passage reveal about the source of true boldness? 

What does Peter mean when he calls Jesus “the stone that was rejected” (v. 11)? 

Why is verse 12 (“there is salvation in no one else”) such a central statement of 
Christian faith? 

Why were the religious leaders astonished by Peter and John? 

What does the healed man’s presence contribute to the apostles’ defense? 

How do Peter and John model obedience when human authority conflicts with 
God’s command? 

The two Apostles are brought before the Jewish ruling council—including the rulers, elders, scribes, 
and high priests—to answer for the healing of the lame man and their preaching about Jesus Christ. 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter boldly declares that the man was healed by the power of Jesus 
Christ, the very one whom the leaders had crucified but whom God raised from the dead. He identifies 
Jesus as the “cornerstone” rejected by the builders and makes the powerful claim that salvation is 
found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven by which people can be saved. The 
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religious leaders are astonished by Peter and John’s boldness, especially because they are ordinary, 
uneducated men. Yet they cannot deny the miracle, since the healed man is standing before them as 
undeniable evidence. Unable to refute the apostles, they command them to stop speaking or teaching 
in Jesus’ name. 

Peter and John respectfully but firmly refuse, declaring that they must obey God rather than human 
authority and that they cannot help but speak about what they have seen and heard. Though the 
leaders threaten them further, they ultimately release them because they fear the public response, 
since everyone is praising God for the miracle. 

APPLICATION 
Are there areas in your life where you’ve settled for asking God for less than 
what He may want to give? 

How have you experienced God’s restoring power—physically, emotionally, or 
spiritually? 

In what ways can you point others to Jesus Christ as the true source of healing 
and hope? 

How quick are you to praise God when He answers prayers or provides 
unexpectedly? 

What “beautiful gate” opportunities might God be placing in front of you to 
serve someone in need? 

How can your testimony of God’s work draw others to notice and glorify Him? 

Have you ever hesitated to speak about your faith because of fear of opposition 
or rejection? 

What truths about Jesus Christ might be unpopular or resisted in our culture 
today? 

How can believers remain bold when facing criticism or pressure? 

Why can ordinary people with deep conviction be so powerful in God’s hands? 

What role does personal experience (“what we have seen and heard”) play in 
sharing the gospel? 

PRAYER 

COMMENTARY 

Acts 3:1-11 

Acts 3:1 — The “ninth hour” refers to about 3:00 p.m., one of the traditional Jewish times of prayer. 
Even after the resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit, the apostles continue participating in 
temple worship. This reflects the continuity between Israel’s faith and the fulfillment of God’s 
promises in Christ. Their presence at the temple also places the miracle in a highly public setting. 
What is about to happen will not be hidden—it will become a witness to many. This verse also reminds 
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readers that powerful ministry often happens in the midst of ordinary faithfulness. Peter and John are 
simply going to pray when God uses them unexpectedly. 

Acts 3:2 — Luke emphasizes that the man’s disability was congenital and long-standing. Later (Acts 
4:22), we learn he was over forty years old. This detail underscores the severity and permanence of his 
condition, making the healing unmistakably miraculous. He is placed daily at the temple gate called 
Beautiful, where he begs for alms. The contrast is striking: a man living in brokenness sits at the 
entrance to a place symbolizing God’s presence and beauty, yet he remains physically excluded from 
full participation. His condition can also serve as a picture of humanity’s spiritual helplessness—
unable to restore itself, dependent on mercy. 

Acts 3:3–5 — The man’s expectation is modest: he hopes for money. He seeks temporary relief for a 
lifelong problem. Peter’s command, “Look at us,” draws his full attention. The man expects a gift, but 
he is about to receive something far greater. This moment highlights an important spiritual principle: 
people often ask God for immediate provision when He may intend deeper transformation. 

Acts 3:6 — Peter openly acknowledges his lack of material wealth, yet he possesses something of 
greater value—the authority of Jesus. “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” To 
act “in the name” of Jesus means to act under His authority and by His power. Peter does not heal by 
personal ability or spiritual prestige. The miracle belongs entirely to Christ. 

The full title is significant: Jesus — the historical person, Christ — the promised Messiah of Nazareth 
— the one once despised, now exalted, and The same Jesus who healed during His earthly ministry 
continues His work through His apostles. 

Acts 3:7 —Peter’s physical gesture demonstrates both compassion and faith. Immediately, the man’s 
feet and ankles were made strong. Luke, likely drawing on medical precision, emphasizes the 
anatomical details of healing. This is not gradual improvement but complete and instantaneous 
restoration. The healing reverses what had been impossible for decades. 

Acts 3:8 — The man’s response is dramatic and exuberant: He leaps, He walks, He enters the temple, 
and He praises God. 

His leaping may intentionally echo Isaiah 35:6: “Then shall the lame man leap like a deer…”, a 
prophecy associated with messianic restoration. Significantly, he now enters the temple—something 
his condition may previously have limited. Healing brings not only mobility but restored participation 
in worship. Praise is his immediate and natural response. The miracle leads him not merely to 
gratitude toward Peter, but worship of God. 

Acts 3:9 — The miracle is witnessed publicly by those familiar with the man’s former condition. This 
public recognition creates amazement and prepares the way for Peter’s sermon in the following 
verses. As throughout Acts, miracles function as signs—they authenticate the gospel message and 
draw attention to Christ. The transformed life of the healed man becomes living testimony. 

Acts 4:1-22 

Acts 4:1 — The timing is significant: the opposition interrupts the apostles while they are still 
preaching. The authorities do not wait until the sermon is finished. The message itself is provoking an 
immediate reaction. Luke identifies three groups: The Priests (These were temple officials responsible 
for overseeing worship and maintaining religious order. Peter and John’s public teaching, especially 
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in the temple courts, would have been viewed as an unauthorized challenge to established authority.) 
The Captain of the Temple (This was the chief officer responsible for security in the temple precincts, 
second only to the high priest in authority over temple matters. His presence suggests that the 
authorities viewed the growing crowd and apostolic preaching as a potentially disruptive public issue.) 
The Sadducees (The Sadducees were a powerful religious and political group closely associated with 
the priesthood and temple leadership. They are especially important here because they denied the 
doctrine of bodily resurrection (see Matthew 22:23).) Their theological commitments made the 
apostles’ message particularly threatening. 

Luke 4:2 Luke says the leaders were “greatly annoyed” (or deeply disturbed). Their concern was not 
simply public disorder—it was doctrinal and political. The apostles are acting with authority and 
influence outside the religious leaders’ control. Their popularity threatens the leaders’ spiritual 
authority. Proclaiming in Jesus Christ the resurrection - This is the central issue. The apostles are not 
merely teaching that resurrection is possible; they are declaring that Jesus Himself has risen, and that 
His resurrection guarantees future resurrection for others. 

This message directly challenges: The Sadducees’ denial of resurrection, The leaders’ rejection of 
Jesus, Their role in His crucifixion. 

To affirm Jesus’ resurrection is to declare that God has vindicated the very one they condemned. 
Thus, the apostles’ message threatens both theology and authority. 

Acts 4:3 — The authorities respond with force. Peter and John are detained, likely in a temporary 
holding area, to await formal examination. This marks a significant turning point: The church moves 
from favor (Acts 2:47) to opposition. Public witness now carries personal cost. Luke notes that “it was 
already evening.” This practical detail explains why formal proceedings are delayed until the next day, 
but it also heightens the tension. The apostles spend the night in custody, uncertain of what will 
happen. Yet notably, there is no indication of fear or regret. The apostles’ willingness to suffer reflects 
their transformation and obedience to Christ’s mission. 

Acts 4:4 — “But many of those who had heard the word believed…” - The word “but” provides a 
powerful contrast. Though the apostles are arrested, the message succeeds. Luke emphasizes that 
people responded not primarily to the miracle, but to “the word”—the preached gospel. 

“And the number of the men came to about five thousand”- This likely refers to adult male believers, 
suggesting that the total number of Christians (including women and children) may have been much 
larger. The church has grown dramatically: About 120 believers before Pentecost (Acts 1), About 
3,000 after Peter’s first sermon (Acts 2), and Now about 5,000 men. Persecution has not hindered 
growth; it has accompanied it. This demonstrates a key truth in Acts: God’s Word cannot be 
imprisoned. 

Acts 4:5–7 — Luke describes an official gathering of the Jewish leadership. This includes: Rulers – 
likely members of the priestly aristocracy and governing authorities, Elders – respected lay leaders, 
Scribes – experts in the Jewish Law, and Annas and Caiaphas – high-priestly figures connected to 
Jesus’ own trial, and The setting is highly significant. Peter and John now stand before many of the 
same authorities who condemned Jesus. This echoes Jesus’ prediction that His followers would be 
brought before rulers for His sake (Luke 21:12–15). 

The council asks: “By what power or by what name did you do this?” (v. 7)- Their question 
acknowledges that something extraordinary has happened. The issue is not whether the miracle 
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occurred, but whose authority empowered it. The phrase “what name” is especially important. In 
biblical thought, a “name” represents authority, identity, and power. 

Acts 4:8–10 — “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit…” - This detail is crucial. Peter’s boldness is not 
self-generated; it is the direct result of the Spirit’s empowering presence. This fulfills Jesus Christ’s 
promise that the Spirit would give His followers words to speak when facing persecution (Luke 12:11–
12). Peter begins respectfully but boldly: “If we are being examined today concerning a good deed…” - 
His tone exposes the irony: they are being interrogated for healing a suffering man. 

Peter then gives the central answer: “By the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead…” - This statement contains the heart of apostolic preaching: Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth → the historical, crucified Messiah, Whom you crucified → direct human 
responsibility, and Whom God raised → divine vindication and resurrection victory. 

Peter does not soften the truth. He confronts the leaders directly with their rejection of Jesus while 
proclaiming God’s triumph. The healed man stands as visible proof that Jesus’ power is active and 
alive. 

Acts 4:11: “The stone that was rejected…” - Peter quotes Psalm 118:22: “The stone that was rejected by 
you, the builders, has become the cornerstone.” This is a powerful messianic image. Builders → the 
religious leaders, entrusted with guiding God’s people, Rejected stone → Jesus, dismissed and 
condemned, and Cornerstone → the foundational stone upon which everything else depends. Peter 
declares that the very one they rejected is now the essential foundation of God’s saving work. This is 
both indictment and invitation. 

Verse 12: “There is salvation in no one else…” - This is one of the clearest declarations of the 
exclusivity of salvation through Christ in Scripture. Key truths: 1. Salvation is found in Jesus alone, 
Peter does not present Jesus as one option among many. 2. No other name under heaven. No other 
authority, religious system, or human effort can reconcile people to God. 3. Given among men- Jesus 
is God’s gracious provision for humanity. 4. By which we must be saved- Salvation is not optional 
spiritual enhancement; it is essential rescue. This verse remains central to Christian theology and 
mission. 

Acts 4:13–17 — The Council’s Astonishment and Dilemma - “They saw the boldness of Peter and 
John…” 

The leaders are astonished because the apostles are described as: Uneducated → lacking formal 
rabbinic training, Common men → ordinary, socially unimpressive. Yet they speak with remarkable 
confidence and authority. 

Luke adds: “They recognized that they had been with Jesus.”- This is one of the most powerful 
statements in the passage. The apostles resemble Jesus in courage, clarity, and conviction. The healed 
man’s presence creates a major problem for the council: “They had nothing to say in opposition.” The 
miracle is undeniable. Unable to refute either the healing or the apostles’ testimony, the leaders shift 
to damage control: “Let us warn them to speak no more…” Their goal is suppression, not truth. 

Acts 4:18–20 — Obedience to God Above Human Authority - The council commands Peter and John 
not to speak or teach in Jesus’ name. The apostles respond: “Whether it is right in the sight of God to 
listen to you rather than to God, you must judge…” 
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This is a defining biblical principle: When human authority conflicts with God’s command, believers 
must obey God. Their next statement is even more compelling: “We cannot but speak of what we have 
seen and heard.” Their witness is not merely doctrinal—it is experiential. They are testifying to 
realities they personally know. Silence is impossible because Jesus has transformed them. 

Acts 4:21–22 — Release and Public Praise - The leaders threaten them further but release them 
because: They cannot deny the miracle, The people are glorifying God. The healed man was over forty 
years old, making the healing even more convincing. Public praise protects the apostles. Ironically, 
the leaders’ attempt to suppress the gospel only highlights God’s power more clearly. 


