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From the Pastor’s Desk:
Grace Lutheran Members are Being Called for Christian Discernment

Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that 
you may discern what is the will of 
God—what is good and acceptable 
and perfect.  Romans 12:2 (NASB)

St. Paul, in his letter to the 
Romans, urges his readers to 
discern the things which are 
good, acceptable, and perfect.  
How do we define the word 
‘discern’? 

According to Wikipedia, discernment in Christianity 
is defined as “the ability to obtain sharp perceptions or 
to judge well (or the activity of so doing)”.  Discernment 
(Christianity) - Wikipedia  

The process of discernment involves going past the 
mere perception of something and making nuanced 
judgements about its properties or qualities.  The way 
a Christian discerns has to take into account God’s will 
and the Holy Scriptures.

Martin Luther believed that the spiritual gift of 
discernment was essential for Christians in their walk 
of faith. He emphasized the importance of discernment 
in his teachings and writings. Luther’s well-known 
formulation, “Scripture and plain reason”, is the only 
basis on which we can properly ground true spiritual 
discernment. Discernment is the ability to understand, 
interpret, and apply truth skillfully. 

As I’ve said many times and in my previous sermons, 
God’s church is at a crossroads.  Our church is at a 
crossroads.  We are in the midst of a shifting culture 
where there is a lot of isolation, feelings of depression 
and loneliness, as well as an increase in suicide.  We 
have what our society needs – faith in a loving God and 
community.  God has given us the tools for discerning 
what to do in these tumultuous times.  

There is a group of Grace people who are meeting 
on a regular basis (almost every other week) to discern 
God’s future for this place.  We’ve called our group 
Rebuild as we look at ways to move forward into the 
crossroads of our Christian faith and address the needs 
of the community with Christian ethics and love.  This 
is being done in a group because we are a group – a 
community of believers that work together as disciples 
of Christ living out our baptismal promises to love 

God and love our neighbors as 
ourselves.

Group discernment is a 
separate branch of discernment.  
In group discernment each 
person in the group must first 
undergo their own discernment 
process.  That person much 
keep in mind what is best for 
the group as well as themselves 
when making a decision.  In 
the discernment process, each 

person is guided in their thinking by values, using both 
the head and the heart, and taking an ample amount 
of time in decision formulating.  Group discernment is 
different because it requires multiple people to come 
to a unanimous decision in order to move forward.  
Group discernment requires discussion and persuasion 
between people to arrive at a decision or agreed upon 
direction.

As Christians, our discernment isn’t just about our 
own ideas, desires, wants, or wishes.  Our discernment 
has to be made in light and in accordance with 
God’s will and the teachings/preaching of Jesus.  The 
fundamental definition of Christian discernment is a 
decision-making process in which an individual/group 
makes a discovery that can lead to future action.  In 
the process of Christian spiritual discernment God and 
Jesus guide the individual to help them arrive at the 
best decision.  The way to arrive at the best decision in 
Christian spiritual discernment is to seek out internal 
and external signs of God’s action and then apply them 
to the decision at hand. 

For example, when a person is discerning whether 

(continued on page 2)
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or not to go to seminary to become an ordained pastor, 
that person needs to have not only a call from God, but 
an external and internal call.  An external call might be 
a pastor or a friend or a stranger telling them that they 
see gifts for ministry in that person.  An internal call is 
a burning desire – a need - to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ through God’s Word and the sacraments.  

The focus on God and Jesus when making decisions 
is what separates Christian discernment from secular 
discernment.

The Rebuild group is about to open up this group 
discernment process to all of Grace’s members.  The 
group NEEDS the engagement of everyone in this 
discernment process for it involves all of us!  Jesus 
said a house divided can’t stand alone.  We can’t have 
splinter groups discerning on their own or not being 
part of the process.  This will take the efforts of the 
entire congregation as a group to discern how we, 
as a congregation, move forward into reaching out 
to others, who don’t know or don’t believe in Jesus, 
offering them the love of God and the saving grace of 
Jesus.

If you refuse to be part of the group discernment 
process or don’t participate, then you are just adding 
to the problem of the decline of God’s church.  God 
needs us all to be disciples, to live out our baptismal 
promises, and to lead others by your example of 
Christian fellowship in order for us to be effective 
in reaching those who most desperately need a 
community of faith.

In the next week or so, you will be asked by he Rebuild 
group to sign up for small discussion groups.  They 
will be held on various days and times to accommodate 
all of our schedules.  There will be a group facilitator 
from the Rebuild group leading the discussions/
discernment.  We will keep the groups small so that 
everyone’s voice is heard.  We need ALL of you to sign 
up for one of these discernment groups.  And if there 
is a time/date that you weren’t able to sign up for and 
you need, please let one of the Rebuild participants 
know so that another group can be created.  

Be a part of this Christian group discernment.  As St. 
Paul writes, “Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that 
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect”.  Pray daily about what 
God wants from us to serve his community, and listen 
for God’s voice giving us answers.  Let us discern 
together where/what/how we are to reach out to those 
who are desperate and need His word and love.

Your sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie

(continued from page 1)

In attendance: Joe Turek, Pastor Debbie M., Dee K., 
Scott H., Amy H., Deb W., Sam L., Ronnie C., Suzanne 
Y., Chris J.  The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m.  
Deb Warntz opened with an inspiring prayer. 

The meeting began with a review of the June minutes. 
Pastor Debbie reported on the grant received for the 
Street Fair booth. A motion was made by Deb W to 
accept the minutes and made second by Ronnie C.  
Pastor reported on the funeral of Doris Jones. We miss 
her greatly and are thinking of her family. 

Deb W. of Mission and Discipleship reported that 
more meals were prepared for shut-ins and anyone 
who has the need.

Pastor Debbie reported on Parish Ed. Sunday School 
is planned through the summer.  She also gave an 
update on Vacation Bible School.  Grace provided eight 
volunteers. 

Dee K. reported for the Property Committee. An 
update was given on the electrical work and the status 
of the roof claim. The insurance roof claim was denied. 
A discussion about appealing followed. Scott H. and 
Ronnie C. are contacting roofers to get more than one 
quote on the roof repairs.

Scott H. reported on the financials for June. The 
last of the Merrill Lynch money was moved to the 
General Fund. Scott H. also shared the update on Food 
Pantry gift cards, and the transfer of the responsibility 
to distribute them to Pastor Debbie and Dee K. The 
freezer was repaired. Two deliveries of federal foods 
were delivered. 

Scott H. reported on the Lock Trust trustee 
transfership to Grace Lutheran. Grace Lutheran of Red 
Lion will now assume the position of trustee of that 
trust. It was approved by the PA Attorney General with 
a few stipulations. The principal of the trust must be 
maintained. They are also requesting a letter of intent 
of Grace Lutheran Church to act as trustee by the 
officers of the church. A discussion about the transfer 
of the trust to Grace as successor trustee was held. The 
original principal will be invested in a separate fund, 
and what the responsibilities of the church may be 
as successor was also discussed. Bill Fordney will be 
included in future discussions about reporting and tax 
filing requirements. 

Scott H. reported that the Finance Committee has 
started the budget process and asked what the deadline 
for completion is. The budget will need to be completed 
by 09/14/23 to be ready for the annual meeting.

Joe T. reported on the work of the Rebuild 
Committee and the impending formal introduction 

(continued on page 3)



An Invitation 
for Rebuild Small 
Groups, from the 
Church Council:

The Church 
Council is looking 
for input from 
everyone to help 
prayerfully guide 
the direction of Red 

Lion Grace Lutheran Church into the future.  The way 
the council would like this to happen is for everyone to 
attend one of the upcoming small group sessions.  

What to expect: 
1. Someone from Rebuild will lead a discussion 

about where we are as a church.

2. We will answer any additional questions you may 
have from the meeting(s) we have held so far.

3. We would like to get your input and ideas on 
things that should be started, stopped or changed as 
we move forward as a congregation. 

The meetings will be held the weeks of August 14 
and August 21 at the church.  There will be day and 
evening sessions to accommodate everyone.  Please 
make time to attend. You can also email or call the 
church office with any questions regarding how to 
access the meetings remotely. This is a time everyone’s 
voice, opinions and talents are needed as we discern 
about the future of Grace. If you have any questions 
please reach out to Joe Turek or anyone from the 
Rebuild team.  Thanks in advance for your time, as we 
invest in the future of Grace Lutheran Church.  Signup 
sheets will be in the Welcome Center starting Sunday 
August 6 for you to select a date and leader.

Funeral
July 1 - Doris Jones passed away on June 2.  
Pastor Debbie presided at the church. 

Pastoral Duties
Pastor Debbie helped spear-head our collaboration 
with St. John’s to hold the first VBS since COVID-19, 
and she made eight visits.

AUGUST 2014 SHOWCASE 
REMEMBERED

In 2014 my collection of Cups and Saucers 
were on display in our Showcase.  I was 
then asked to host a tea party.   In talking 
with our Ladies of Grace they decided it 
would be a great idea. Invitations were 
given to the Ladies of Grace and their 
children.

Our menu was:  tea, scones, finger 
sandwiches, salad and sweet bologna 
rolled in cheese.

Desserts were:  carrot cake, lemon pie, chocolate 
covered strawberries and peanut butter candy.

Everyone came dressed nicely wearing hats. One of 
the ladies told me she had to search for a dress.  I told 
her she looked lovely.  Then she told me that she came 
dressed, "Just for me".   HOW GREAT WAS THAT!

-Janet M.

P.S.  I added my hankies that were given to me over 
the years and a few of my favorite pieces.
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swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
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What’s in the display case?

to the congregation on July 16. He also spoke of 
the importance of re-establishing the Investment 
Committee, especially in lieu of the trust activity.

Joe T. introduced a discussion on church camp and 
our ability to fund repeat attendance. Amy H. made a 
motion to pay for an additional week of church camp 
for the 2023 sessions for those interested, and that 
future requests will be re-evaluated by council on an 
annual basis.  A second was made by Scott H. and the 
motion passed unanimously.

Pastor reported on Samaritan's Purse and Operation 
Christmas Child, and a request was made to participate 
in the program.  

Mike Adams (neighbor) has asked to use the front 
lawn for a musical event sponsored by the neighborhood 
watch group. Without liability insurance the request 
cannot be honored. 

Music & Worship did not meet.  The next meeting is 
August 10 at the church. 6:30 p.m.  The meeting closed 
at 8:10 p.m. with the Lord's Prayer.

Council Notes continued 
from page 2

THE FUTURE OF OUR 
CHURCH

Pastoral Acts

Parish Education Committee 
News

As we come to the end of our video study entitled. 
Simon Peter Flawed but Faithful Follower, we will 
have our last episode on August 6.  It is entitled ‘The 
Rest of the Story,’ starting at 10:00 a.m. and taught by 
Barb Taute.  For the remaining Sundays in August there 
will be no formal lesson, but a gathering for fellowship 
in the Welcome Center.  This will be a time to share our 
impressions of the video lessons, to satisfy our need to 
be in fellowship with others and to acknowledge our 
own need for Bible study and learning.  
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Book Club

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.  The 
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize 
an event you are planning in the church, tell people 
about something you or your family are doing, 
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities 
are endless!  The vision for the newsletter is to 
communicate between members in a clear and 
interesting format.  If you would like to submit to the 
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you 
may email Chris Jacobs at:  kndsis1@yahoo.com.  
Please make sure your document is either a .doc 
or .pdf file.  If you are including digital artwork, 
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your 
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’ 
outside the office door.  The mailboxes are 
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  If you have pictures or graphics that 
complement your submission, include them 
along with directions or suggestions on their use. 
Please include your contact information in every 
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify 
or fact-check.  If you are interested in a monthly 
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

How to submit to 
the Newsletter

Lutheran Camping 
Here are the events at 

our Lutheran Camping 
Corporation for the month of 
August.  To learn more, call 
717-677-8211 or the website: 
www.lutherancamping.org:

Camp-K-Tion(Family Camp) 
at Kirchenwald. Aug 6- 12 

- Camp Kirchenwald proudly presents the family 
vacation everyone can enjoy! Celebrate your family 
(whatever its form – grandparents, children, niece, 
second cousin twice removed…) in this unique camp 
experience. Grow closer together and closer to God 
through inter-generational Bible study, worship, 
swimming, crafts, canoeing, Capture the Flag, and 
more. Strengthen the bonds of family by working 
together at the challenge course and through games 
in the field. Plus, have some time to engage as 
distinct adult and child groups. Create memories 
that will be told over Thanksgiving dinners for years.  
Accommodations are available in rustic shelters and 
in the SchreiberHaus Lodge, to best suit your needs. 
Partial week participation is also an option.

Family Camp II at Nawakwa – August 6-12.  Families 
of all sorts of shapes and sizes have been coming to 
Nawakwa for over forty years! For two weeks each 
summer, family units move into Nawakwa’s cabins 
and lodges and create a unique community indeed!  
Many adults spend the morning hours in Bible study 
with a pastor-in-residence while the kid-size campers 
are divided by age group to attend to all sorts of 
campy activities with the Nawakwa counseling staff.  
Afternoons feature a full schedule of swimming, crafts, 
hikes, bike rides, tournament games, book discussions, 
playground time, and championship napping. (You 
are free to participate in any or none of these choices.)
Evenings always feature worship for the community 
and some sort of festivity.  And, of course, mealtimes 
are always a big attraction. With plenty of lodging 
available at both sessions, this is just the year to give 
Family Camp a try.

Dinner Church at Wittel Farm – August 27, from 
6-7:30 p.m.  The name says it all.

Our book this month is The 
Chocolatier by Jan Moran.  
Goodreads.com has this to say 
about the book:

A young widow. A husband 
she thought she knew. Will a 

chocolatier’s secret destroy the family left behind?

  San Francisco, 1953: Heartbroken over the mysterious 
death of her husband, Celina Savoia, a second-
generation chocolatière, resolves to take their young 
son to Italy’s shimmering Amalfi coast to introduce 
him to his father’s family. Just as she embarks on a 
magical, romantic life of making chocolate by the sea 
surrounded by a loving family, she begins to suspect 
that her husband had a dark secret—forged in the final 
days of WWII—that could destroy the relationships 
she’s come to cherish.

While a second chance at love is tempting, the mystery 
of her husband’s true identity thwarts her efforts. 
Challenged to pursue the truth or lose the life she’s 
come to love, Celina and her late husband’s brother, 
Lauro, must trace the past to a remote, Peruvian cocoa 
region to face the deceit that threatens to shatter their 
lives.

The Book Club meets every third Thursday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m.  We have an arrangement with York 
County Library System to borrow the books.  If you 
would like a copy, see Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf.  We 
meet on August 17.
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church picnic and hymn sing 
July 30 Thanks to Sandra and Heidi Einsig for 

the photos



The Beacon is brought to you by:

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer 

Ellen Warntz, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
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Wedding Anniversaries

August Celebrations

Each month, The Beacon reports who is 
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
August’s flowers:

September’s flowers:

Lord, Must I Climb?

Lord, must I climb to some far peak,
Or sit alone by rippling stream
To be aware of  thy still voice

 And know my Master’s noble dream?

Lord, must I sail to distant ports
And see the children still unfed
Before there is a deep concern-

Before a single word is said?

Lord, must I wait for ideal time
 When every mood and whim are right

Before I know the splendid joy
Of  fellowship through day and night?

Lord, grant that noise and tensions may
Be signals of  my need for thee;
Oh, help me find in all thy earth

A pathway to serenity.

erma’s inspirations

06 - In memory of  John Collins 
    Schoomaker, Mr &     Mrs MJ 
    Schoomaker & Mr & Mrs Albert 
    Krout by Gary Krout & his
    late wife Barb
-  The pedestal flowers are in memory
    of Phil Golden by Pat & the Golden
    family

13 - In memory of Rose & Bill 
    Tomanek by the Jacobs family

20 –All August birthdays by Carole 
       Crawford
    - The pedestal flowers are in memory
       of Rose Tomanek’s birthday by the 
       Rudolf & Jacobs families
27 - In memory of Palmer Grim by Jean 
       & family

03- In memory of Jay C Rhine by Jean
      Rhine, her late husband Dick & 
      family
10 - In memory of Albert & Blanche 
       Arnold, George & Rosette 
       Barshinger, & Edward Arnold by 
       Ferne & family
17 - In memory of Michael Miller by 
        his friends
     - The pedestal flowers are in 
       memory of Noah & Ethelda Smith 
       by their children & grandchildren
24-  In memory of Peggy Keener & 
       in honor of Jay Keener by the 
       children Cindy, Teresa, Craig & 
       Blaine

04- Robert & Joyce Arnold	
08- Lynn & Cora Sue Herbst
12- William & Carol Coeyman	
15- Andrew & Deborah Warntz
24- Bradley & Wendy Mummert	
27- Dennis & Connie Walters	
27- Jack & Ellen Warntz	
30- Greg & Darla Hodson 

01- Kevin Grim	
03- Cindy Golden	
05- Mason Phillips-Cary	
06- Cassandra Anderson	
06- Taylor Guhr	
06- Harper Skic
07- John Fishel	
08- Kaitlyn Germick	
08- Sara Stauffer	
12- Dawn Coeyman	
20- Kristine Eveler	
22- Chase Traina	
25- Denise Kerr	
27- Deb Warntz	
29- Emily Shoffner 	
30- Jud Stauffer

Birthdays
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