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“But you will receive
power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my
witnesses...” — Acts 1:8

As we enter the month of
May, our hearts begin to
turn toward Pentecost, a day of fire, wind,
and holy fransformation. It is a momentin
the Church year when we remember not just
what God has done, but what God
continues to do within us. The coming of the
Holy Spirit was not a one-time event locked
in the past; it is an ongoing gift, alive and
active in the Church today—alive and
active in you.

Pentecost reminds us that God does not
leave us to carry out His mission alone. The
disciples, once uncertain and afraid, were
filled with boldness, clarity, and purpose.
Through the Spirit, they found their voice.
They stepped into the world with renewed
energy and courage, proclaiming the good
news in ways they never thought possible.

That same Spirit breathes life into us.

In a world that often feels weary, divided, or
uncertain, Pentecost calls us back to the
source of our strength. It invites us to
remember that ministry is not fueled by our
own effort alone, but by the power of God
working within us. The Spirit equips each of us
uniquely—with gifts to serve, words to speak,
compassion to share, and courage to act.

So the question before us this May is not
whether we are capable, but whether we
are open.

Where is God calling you to step forward?e
Who in your life needs to hear a word of
hope?¢

What new or renewed ministry might the
Spirit be stirring within our congregation?

Pentecost is not just about remembering
flames resting on the heads of the early
believers, it is about recognizing the fire that
has been lit within us. It is about allowing that
flame to grow, to guide us, and to move us
outward into the world.

As a congregation, we are called to be a
people of that Spirit: alive with purpose,
grounded in love, and ready to serve.
Through acts of kindness, outreach in our
community, showing up for one another,
and so much more, the Spirit empowers
even the smallest acts to carry God’'s grace.

This month, may we pray for open hearts
and listening ears. May we trust that God is
at work here at St. Luke. And may we move
forward together, energized by the Spirit,
ready to do the work we have been given.

Come, Holy Spirit. Renew us. Send us.
Strengthen us for
the ministry
ahead.

In Christ's Love,

Minister Bobbie




God’s Work, Our Hands Egg Hunts

Two egg hunts were Action Team projects.
A box of hats was delivered to Shriners Michaela Smith's event was planned by
Hospital and a family shelter. More hats, lap Scout Troop 36 for our Church. Rick Ingram,
blankets, baby blankets and prayer shawls  Ron Ball and the Bally Lions Club also had a
are sfill needed. If you would like part of this  successful Easter egg hunt. This was Ron'’s
mission, please see Kathy Undercuffler. Thrivent Action Team project. Thank you to
Hailey Hukari wrote a Thrivent Action Team  all who made these events a success!
Grant to purchase more yarn. Thank you St.
Luke Knitters!

“child.and Adult Hats |
" for they?”

Button Bonanza Save the Date—Philadelphia Avenue Street
Christian Crafters will be making button Fair

flowers for Mother's Day. These little flowers
make a cute gift for friends and family. The  St. Luke will once again be parficipating with
button flowers will be constructed after a stand on Saturday, June éth from 10am —

Church on May 3rd. Bring friends and family  3pm_ Please help with the stand as we

fo mgke a small bou'que’r. Supplies will be interact with our neighbors or simply show up
provided. However, if you have some extra
to support the cause.

buttons, bring them along and make your
own unique flowers. Also, bring a small, Save the Date—Women'’s Retreat, Saturday,
narrow-necked vase or jar that will help hold Sept. 26th. Stay tuned for more details.
your creations (you can get some unique
and pretty containers at any of the Thrift or ' ' }
Goodwill shops). Hope to see you there! 5




“Take notel”

You are invited to sing with the “SON-"day Singers Choir- a choir for all ag-
es, that will sing on May 31st. You can choose your 20 minute Sunday

rehearsal time - BEFORE the Service at 9:.00 am, OR after the Service. We
start rehearsals on May 3rd. My goal is 25 singers.

“Thank You” to the former 19-voice All-Generation Choir, who sang on East-
er. You were inspiring! Thanks to the congregation for learning the new
“Gospel Acclamations” that were taught for a couple of weeks after
Easter. During the month of May, we will be learning a new “Alleluia verse”
from the Native American Muscogee tribe. Thanks to all for listening to

the Prelude music as we begin our Worship Service - your attentiveness is
appreciated!

Musically yours,
Deacon Bruce

Since You Asked
Sermon Series
With Minister Bobbie

How to Participate:

Please write your suggestions
down on the Index Cards and
leave them in the Basket in the
Narthex for Minister Bobbie to
read. Suggestions are needed by
May 31st. Thank you!



https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1780229677282
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1777205677284
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1777810477284

April 5 75
April 12 44
April 19 61
April 26 53
2026 Yearly Average 58.3
2025 Yearly Average 49.5

Celebrate Mother's Day
With the Special Women in Your Life

~ Join us on Mother’s Day,
May 10, as we celebrate
the wonderful women
who bless our lives with
love, strength, and grace.

- We invite you to bring the
special ladies in your life—your mother,
grandmother, daughter, niece, neighbor, or
friend—so we can honor and celebrate
them together as a Church family. Let’s fill
the sanctuary with love and gratitude for all
the incredible women God has placed in
our lives!

Geranium Orders

May 24th will be a special day
at St. Luke. We will observe
Pentecost on that day.

You are welcome to order red
geraniums to help decorate our
chancel on that day. The cost of each
geranium is $6.75, with checks made
payable to St. Luke Lutheran Church.
Geraniums  will be ordered from
Levengood Flowers.

Please complete the order form below.

A tentative order deadline is May 11, and
we cannot accept orders after May 18.
Orders and payment can be placed in
the offering plate.

Many thanks!

Name:

Number of geraniums ordered:

Geraniums in honor or memory of:




May 1
May 3
May &
May 6
May 7

May 8
May 10
May 12

pm
May13

May 14

May 15
May 17
May 19
May 20
May 21

May 22

May 24
May 26

May 27

St. Luke Calendar

AA 8:30 pm

Fifth Sunday of Easter 9:30 am
Scouts 7:00 pm

CCR Shopping1:00—4:00 pm
Scouts 6:30 pm

Worship & Music 2:00 pm

AA 8:30 pm

Sixth Sunday of Easter 9:30 am

Scouts 7:00 pm
Women'’s Bible Study 7:00—8:30

CCR Shopping 1:00—4:00 pm

Council Meeting 6:45 pm

CCR Shopping 6:00—8:00 pm

AA 8:30 pm

Seventh Sunday of Easter 9:30 am
Scouts 7:00 pm

CCR Shopping 1:00—4:00 pm
Scouts 6:30 pm

AA 8:30 pm

Day of Pentecost 9:30 am
Scouts 7:00 pm

CCR Shopping 1:00—4:00 pm

Wedding Anniversaries

May 1

May 6

May 12
May 14
May 22
May 24
May 27
May 29
May 31

g
J

Paul & Lori Lyons

Mike & Pam Ferraro
Dennis & Karen Girton
Gary & Linda Fronheiser
Larry & Bonnie Kuser
Rocky & Brenda Butcher
Terry & Pat Conrad
Diane & Christopher Breault
David & Donna Conrad

If you celebrate an anniversary but it is not listed or have any other
corrections, please contact the Church office.

May 17t First Responders Blessing
& Celebration

During worship we will have a special
blessing and recognition for all First
Responders (active or retired). This
would include Police, Firefighters, EMTs,
and all who serve our community in
times of great need. Please invite any
First Responders you know to come
and be thanked, prayed for and to en-
joy a time of hospitality after the ser-
vice. First Responders
are invited to wear their
uniforms.

May Birthdays
May 1 Beckett Wenger
May 4 Margaret Girton
Dorothy Stasik
May 6 Doug Girton
May 7 Joy Moyer
May 9 Alexander Gregory
Danielle Smith
May 12 Darby Taylor
May 17 Gene Levengood
May 18 Terry Conrad
Wayne Dreyman
Cory Shalaway
May 21 Bill Christy
May 23 Karen Girton
May 26 Norman Gephart
May 29 Archer Taylor
May 30 Dorothy Girton
May 31 Brendan Rome

"Happiness is like jam. You can't spread
even a little without getting some on
yourself."—Anonymous
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St. Luke Lutheran Church Congregational
Council Meeting Minutes
April 9, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 6:55 pm by
Council President Leslie Romasco.
Attendance: Minister Bobbie Hoffman, Leslie
Romasco, Scott Moyer, John Bealer, Donna
Conrad, Vince Harris, Connie Hukari, and Tom
Undercuffler.

Excused: Donna Biehl, Dave Durante, Pete
Huber.

Adoption of Current Agenda

The agenda for the meeting was approved
with a motion by Tom Undercuffler and
seconded by John Bealer. The motion passed.
Approval of Minutes from Previous Council
Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting of March 12,
2026 were approved with a motion by Tom
Undercuffler and seconded by Donna Conrad.
The motion passed.

Devotions were led by Dave Girton.

Sharing was held.

Unfinished/Old Business

Organist/Music Director — John Bealer informed
council that the search committee met with
Bruce Tonkin to discuss the possibility of him
confinuing as our permanent Music Director.
The council instructed John to meet personally
with Bruce Tonkin to make an offer of the Music
Director position to him. The offer was based
on council's specific terms including salary and
enumerated tasks of the position.

Reports

Pastor’s Report — Minister Bobbie reported that
a baptism for her family member will be held at
the April 19th service. She is looking into doing
some home visits with shut-ins. A full day
women'’s refreat is being planned for a
Saturday in September. Minister Bobbie is
planning the theme of “since you asked” as a
series in August. She will be requesting topics/
scripture.

Treasurer’'s Report — Scott presented and
reviewed the report with Council. A motion

was made by Dave Girton to accept the
report, seconded by Connie Hukari. The motion
passed.

Committees

Worship & Music — A written report was
submitted.

Evangelism — It was reported that a first
responders service will be held on May 17t to
include light refreshments after the service.
Social Ministry — No report.

Stewardship — No report.

Mutual Ministry — No report.

Property Committee — A stump grinder will be
rented.

Finance - St. Luke's contribution for the scout
trailer totaled $2,849.00. The committee is
looking into Minister Bobbie's workers’
compensation insurance as well as her
retirement account.

Audit — No report.

Endowment — No report.

Parish Life — No report.

Youth Group — No report.

Christian Ed — No report.

Organizations

The Community Clothing Rack — no report.
Scouts/Girl Scouts — See reference above
regarding the scout trailer contribution. The
scouts’ egg hunt was a success. The scouts
have helped St. Luke with the free matinee
held before Easter and mulching the property.
Community Connections/St. Luke Knolls — No
report.

New Business

The Synod Assembly is scheduled for May 29 &
30. Minister Bobbie is planning to attend and is
looking for anyone else interested in attending.
Adjournment — The meeting was adjourned at
approximately 2:00 pm

We concluded with prayer by Dave Girton.
Our next meeting is Thursday, May 14, 2026

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Girton
Acting Secretary of Church Council
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Sacristan for May—Merrie Gephart & Debra Harris

New Member & Graduate Sunday

We will be welcoming new members and
celebrating graduates during worship on
Pentecost (June 7). This will be followed by
refreshments and food. If you would like to
become a member or have a graduate you
would like us to celebrate, please call
Minister Bobbie at 610-999-0173 or the

L.
Take pride in &
{8 &4y how far you've come (/2

And have faith in
how far you can go.
Happy graduation!

T —

Church at 610-367-9738 or email Minister
Bobbie at minister_bobbie@outlook.com by
May 31st.

“May is the month of expectation, the month of wishes, the month of hope.” - Emily Bronte

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
§ 35 Wilson Ave., P.O. Box 338
Gilbertsville PA, 19512

610-367-9738
stluke19525@outlook.com

stlukeqilbertsville.org
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