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Preparing for Morning Worship 
This Sunday morning, Pastor Kern will preach from the Gospel of John. Take some time to 

read and think about this text as we approach the preaching of God’s Word.  

John 8:12-20 (English Standard Version) 

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are 
bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do 
bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I 
am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge accord-
ing to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I 
alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 17 In your Law it is written that the testi-
mony of two people is true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father 
who sent me bears witness about me.” 19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” 
Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my 
Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one 
arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.  
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Songs, Hymns and Spiritual Songs 

...Address one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and    

making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for           

everything to God the Father  in the name of our Lord                                                

Jesus Christ, submitting to one                                                                                                   

another out of reverence for Christ.                                                                                                                                 

Ephesians 5:19-21  
 

O Come All Ye Faithful 

All Praise to Him 

He Who is Mighty 

A Light Will Shine 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

Approaching Worship  
Before coming to God’s house to hear His Word, prepare yourself and your family with prayer. 

The Puritans said we should dress our bodies for worship and our souls with prayer.  

Pray for: 

• The conversion of sinners 

• The edification of saints 

• The glorification of God’s triune name 

• Listening ears and understanding hearts 

• An outpouring of the Spirit’s conviction, quickening, humbling, and comforting power to 

work through God’s ordinances (Preaching, prayer, sacraments) in the fulfillment of His 

promises. 

-from “The Family at Church” by Joel R. Beeke 
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Liturgy Focus  

 

 

Following Confession and the Assurance of God’s grace, 

Calvin noted that the way is open for prayer. He writes, 

 “We can go boldly into the holy of holies to             

 intercede for others, as well as ourselves, with the 

 confidence that our Father hears us and delights in 

 satisfying us with good things. Instead of wavering 

 or dreading his presence, we are now confident that 

 we are accepted children and co-heirs with our      

 Elder Brother who is at his right hand.” 

In response to this, author Michael Horton says,  

 “In the pastoral prayer, the minister intercedes on 

 behalf of the church around the world, the secular 

 rulers, and then on behalf of his own 

 flock...Ministers intercede; they do not mediate. Like 

 all believers, they have the privilege of bringing      

 petitions before the covenant Lord through the only 

 mediator, Jesus Christ.” 

He goes on to point out that just as ministers represent 

God to the people as they proclaim Law and Gospel, they 

also represent the people to God as they pray. In other 

words, when the minister offers a prayer in public worship, 

it is as if he is speaking to God for the congregation. He is 

their representative. We are not listeners at this point, we 

are participating in agreement as he offers the prayer.  

  

 Prelude 
 

 Call to Worship 
 

 Gathering Hymn 
 

 God’s Greeting 
 

 Song of Adoration 
 

 Call to Confession 
 

 Prayer of Confession 
 

 Assurance of Pardon 
 

 Song of Assurance 
 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 

 Offering 
 

 Children’s Blessing 
 

 Sermon 
 

 The Lord’s Supper 
 

 Song of Response 
 

 Parting Words 
 

 Doxology 
 

 Postlude 
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 Preparing for Evening Worship 

This Sunday evening, James Kostelyk will preach on our union with Christ from the Letter to 

the Colossians. Take some time to read and think about the following texts as we approach 

the preaching of God’s Word: 

Colossians 1:15-23 (English Standard Version) 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of 
his cross. 

21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now 
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless 
and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, 
not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
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Lord’s Day 49 

Q & A 124 
Q. What does the third petition mean? 
 
A. “Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” means: 
Help us and all people 
to reject our own wills 
and to obey your will without any back talk. 
Your will alone is good.1 
Help us one and all to carry out the work we are called to,2 
as willingly and faithfully as the angels in heaven.3 

 
1 Matt. 7:21; 16:24-26; Luke 22:42; Rom. 12:1-2; Tit. 2:11-12 

2 1 Cor. 7:17-24; Eph. 6:5-9 

3 Ps. 103:20-21 


