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MISSION TRIP TO JAPAN

To start, I truly want to say a huge thank you again to the congregation for your support and prayers for this trip.
I can’t express how much it means to me.

In the week following the return from Japan, life has felt like a whirlwind. Unpacking and returning to normal life
while adjusting to the 14-hour time difference has not been an easy transition. Trying to tell everyone every little
detail about this amazing trip while simultaneously trying to commit each thing to memory so I don’t forget in 10
years has been a challenge.

There are so many things that I miss from this trip. I miss the food and the vending machines where you could
get any drink you could imagine for under one American dollar. I also miss our Disneyland Day. But what I miss
most is the community.

Of the group I traveled with, I knew Brenna Truitt and Riley Young, but I met everyone else in our 14-person
group on Sunday afternoon and boarded a 12-hour flight with them the next day. After sharing these experiences
on this trip, I believe I could reach out to anyone on the team at any time and feel supported.

Even bigger than the community that the “Youth/Young Adult Japan 2026 Team” built in eight days, I miss the
community that we built with the churches there, though we were only with them for an incredibly short amount
of time. The communities at Kibogaoka, Kosa, and Ebina were unmatched. They welcomed us—a group of
American teenagers with little-to-no knowledge of their culture—with such openness and joy.

Saturday night was the first time we really met people our age. At the Kibogaoka Youth and Young Adult wor-
ship service, we had a much deeper connection than we felt before. These teens were the most like us out of all
the people we had met. Over dinner, we shared stories and experiences, learned about what life looks like for
teens on different sides of the world, and bonded over common interests. That night, I met Takara. We talked for
a while about the music and culture of Nashville compared to Tokyo, and he expressed his love for Elvis Presley
and how he’d traveled to Memphis a few years back to visit Graceland. As we all lit sparklers together that night,
Takara described to us all the different types of fireworks we had. One of the most unique ones we had was
called Wabi Sabi.

These special fireworks were unique in the sense that they were incredibly thin and held upside down and lit from
the bottom. The point is to see how long you can keep this simple spark alive as it climbs up the handle. It wasn’t
until later that I explored what the term Wab: Sabi meant. It is a Japanese word that means acknowledging the
imperfections and flaws while also accepting the growth, decay, and even death of things that you love.

This trip was filled with joy and laughter and excitement, but like the Wabi Sabi, there was sadness as it ended.
This specific mission trip may be over, but my mission work is not. These communities that I built will be with
me for the rest of my life. It was truly transformative in the way that I see not only our church and the world, but
also how I see myself.
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“Kami no Kazoku Tomoni naki, tomoni
yorokobu, ai ni yotte kizuka reta kazoku!”

God's family cry together and rejoice together,
built by lovel!

—Jackson Campbell




BACKPACK BLESSING

‘\i;'t,;l’%f?i'i When our children, youth, and teachers

{8 ] ;\ return to school in August, they do not go
v e alone. They go with the grace of God, the
#2 love of Christ Jesus, and the comfort of

the Holy Spirit! They also go with the love and
supportt of the Brenthaven Church family.

This Sunday, August 2, during worship, we will
celebrate our annual Backpack Blessing. Students
are encouraged to bring their backpacks. But every-
one is encouraged to join us to be blessed, regardless
of your age or stage of life!

MISSIONS MINISTRY

On behalf of Allie Crawford from Norman Brin-
kley Elementary School and Kathleen Murphy
from My Own Back Yard, the Brenthaven Missions
Ministry would like to thank everyone who graciously
and generously donated the supplies that were needed.
We are so grateful for your help!

BOOKEND BOOK CLUB

The Boxcar Librarian by Brianna ILabuskes
is August’s pick for the BookEnd Book
Club, meeting Thursday, August 20 at
9:30 am in the Adult Library.

A thrilling Depression-era novel inspired by the
fascinating, true history of Missoula’s Boxcar Library,
the novel blends the story of the strong, courageous
women who survived and thrived in the rough and
rowdy West with that of the power of standing to-
gether to fight for workers’ lives. And through it all
shines the capacity of books to provide connection
and light to those who need it most.

A FEw MORE WAYS TO CONNECT

For some fun and fellowship during the week, check
out these options at Brenthaven.

Young @ Heart meets every first, third, and fifth
Monday at 10:00 am in the Adult Library for card
games and dominoes. Don’t forget to pack a lunch!

BookEnd Book Club meets every third Thursday at
9:30 am in the Adult Library. Please check the newslet-
ter for current books being read.

Creative Crafts meets every Thursday at 11:00 am in
the Adult Library. You may bring your own art supplies
and work on your own craft.

Call the church office if you want to learn more.
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American
RedCross

The next Blood Drive is August 7 from 10 am to
2 pm, in the church Fellowship Hall. To schedule an
appointment, visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter the
code: cityofbrentwood. Walk-ins are welcome.

AUGUST BLOOD DRIVE

JoiN Us!

Our Monday Matinee was a success, SO we are
planning to meet the second Monday of each month
in the Adult Library until mid-November. Our up-
coming meeting is Monday, August 10. We are view-
ing the series, House of David. Arrival time is 9:45 am
and movie time is 10 am—12 pm. Please join us!

BRENTHAVEN CHURCH PICNIC

Join us for an evening of food,
tellowship, and fun! Our Church
Picnic is coming up Wednesday
August 12, starting at 5:30 pm,
at Granny White Park in the

pavilion.

The church will provide burgers and hotdogs. We
ask that you bring a side dish to share. Don’t miss
this event!

BIBLE STUDY SURVEY

There has been some discussion about starting an
ongoing Bible Study. It would not take the place of
the Advent or Lenten Studies, but would be an
opportunity outside of Sunday school for study. To
determine the best situation, if you are interested in
participating, please answer the questions below and
let the church office know.

e How often would you prefer, once a month or
twice a month?

o What day of the week is best?

e For those who are free during the day, what
time is better: morning, lunch, or afternoon?

e For those who work, would you attend an even-
ing Bible study and what day seems best?

o Is there a book of the Bible you would like to
study?

o If there was “homework,” would you be willing
to do the extra work?

Please email, text, or call the church office or
Pastor Kip. Thank youl!




PRAYER CONCERNS

Recent Additions

Nece Melton (mother of Ean Taylor & Rena Sutton)
Gina Wattenbarger

Members

Joan Bledsoe, Joyce Burch, Phyllis Burkhalter, David
Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen, Anna Ford, Carol
Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul Gonzales,
Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy Hennesy, Suzanne Johnson,
Barbara Loyall, Dawn & Walter McBee, Marty Mortis,
Rose O’Hara, Bonnie Pierce, Larry Pulley, Jodi Rush,
Phil Slagle, Scott Strickland, Cheryl & Don Tabor, Jane
& James Talley

Family and Friends

Cherry Ann Bates (friend of Darleen Rush), Beth Brakebill (sister
of Joe Mallpy), Mary Ruth Campbell (szep-mother of Barry & Darryl
Campbell), Lauren (friend of Ame Satterwhire), Brenda Copeland
(niece of Martha Stewart), John Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewart),
Sinh Dang (future father-in-law of Lanra Pulley), Chrissy Deaton
(sister-in-law of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins (daughter-in-law of
Kathy & Bill Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards (wother of John
Edwards), Kristen Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Garry Ferry
(uncle of Aaron Ferry), Bill Garrett (son of Beverly Garretz), Dani
Ghulam (friend of Sandra & Scott Shepherd), Gregg Gross (father of
Ben Gross), Chazz Jones (friend of the Crafting gronp), Hudson
Jones (fisend of Joan Bledsoe’s family), River Leonard (daughter of co-
worker of Sharon Malloy), Walter McBee, Jt. (son of Walter McBee,
Sr), Jim McCulley (father of Jay McCulley), Bob & Sally Marsh
(parents of John Marsh), Bettie Mason (fiiend of Barbara Dial), Butch
Mayes (friend of Walter McBee), Colton Osborne (family friend of
Rena Sutton), Joan Peay (mother of Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice
(son-in-law of Ben Davis), Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry),
Troy Rhone (nephew of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz
Strickland), Bob Seigenthaler (fiend of Bob Dozier), Matjotie
Shephetd (mother of Sharon Mally), Casey Sherwin (co-worker of
Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of Larry Pulley), Judy Smith
(friend of Janiece Redmon), Brittany Spradling, Porter Stark,
Caden Sullivan (grandson of Nina Sullivan), Nina Sullivan, Gary
Tessar (fiiend of Jan Marshall), Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Chery!
Tabor), Lynn Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam
Warren (son of Cindi & John Edwards), Jack Whitmote (father of
Brooke Gross), Linda Williams (sister-in-law of Linda Pulley), those
serving our country

MEMORIALS

In memory of Raymond Bennett
Loretta Sneed

In memory of Ben Davis
Joan Bledsoe

In memory of Madge Graves
Joyce Burch, Jan & Larry Davidson

In memory of Jack Phillips
Joan Bledsoe, Joyce Burch

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

The Celebration of Life for Jack Phillips will be
on Tuesday, August 4 at Brenthaven Church.

Visitation: 10:00-11:00 am
Service: 11:00 am

CPWM NEWS

We would like to thank everyone who contributed
and participated in the CPWM Yard Sale last week.
Thank you for your donations, thank you for your
purchases, and a big thank you to all the ladies who
worked so hard to make it all happen. We couldn’t
have done it without you! We raised $2905.00!

DEAR CHURCH FAMILY,

Thank you so much for the care you showed due
to my recent hospital stay. Your prayers, calls, visits,
and meals meant so much to me. I so miss being at
church to be with you but doesn’t look like I will be
able to. Thank you all again.

In Christian Love, Joyce Burch

Safe
Haven
\ Family
[1i Shelter

SAFE HAVEN—BACK TO SCHOOL

Donations for Back-to-School items
for Safe Haven: due to lack of storage space, they’re
asking for financial donations so they can purchase
the school supplies their families need. Use the link
below or go to Safehaven.org.

https://pro.gofundme.com/shfsbacktoschool2026
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BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
516 Franklin Road
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M.

PHONE: (615) 373-4826
FAX: (615) 373-4869

www.brenthaven.org

Stamp

UPCOMING EVENTS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR AUGUST 2

July 30 11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (green)
Aug 2 9:30 AM Sunday School Genesis 32:22-31 and Psalm 17:1-7, 15;
10:45 AM Worship (Backpack Blessing) Isaiah 55:1-5 and Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21;
, Romans 9:1-5;
Aug3 10:00 AM Y H (Adult 1.ib ’
o8 oung @ Heart (Adul Librap) Matthew 14:13-21
Aug 4 10-11 AM Visitation for Jack Phillips (Narhex)
11 AM—12 PM Service for Jack Phillips (Sanctuary)
Aug 5 6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
Aug 6 7 AM=7 PM Primary Election (Fellnship Hal) STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR JULY 26
11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)
_ OPERATING BUDGET
Aug 7 10 AM—2 PM Blood Drive (Fellowship Hall) Dedicated Giving $00
Aug. 9 9(:)30 AM Sunda{l.School Donations towards Budgeted Expense 10,214.76
10:45 AM Worship Weekly Need 10,835.00
Received Year-to-Date 323,429.98
Actual Spend Year-to-Date 334,956.12
Difference -11,483.14
STAFF & LEADERSHIP
Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor Session — The Elders
Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell
Linda Pull ’ Di £ Musi ’ Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins
m_ a Tuey, lreCt?r ot Musie Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott
Amity Marsh, Organist Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland
Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.otg)




