FROM THE PASTOR:

GIVING THANKS...ALWAYS! That’s what it says

in 1 Thessalonians 5:18 “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” November is synonymous with
Thanksgiving so let’s dive into this idea of giving thanks in all
circumstances. At times life appears be so kind to one person and so harsh
to another, both of whom may have faith in Jesus. It’s difficult for me to
sing praises and preach this scripture message when I am aware someone
is struggling to find anything to be thankful for.

Perhaps the answer lies in the message “all” circumstances. If we look to
our circumstances to determine if we are blessed by God, and consider
ourselves blessed only when things go smoothly, we may be distancing
ourselves from God. Our God, and God’s blessing, is present in the tough
stuff. So how do we muster up the strength to “give thanks” in the hard
times? I do it by taking a breath — just a breath — enough to help me go
another step forward. Sometimes giving thanks is about staying present,
here and now, long enough to see God’s grace through the love and
support of others. Sometime “giving thanks” is simply holding on and
allowing God to hold you.

Let our faith community /4old you this month in all circumstances. It’s my
hope all those who come to our church family find acceptance and support
in the work we do. Some days we are the joyful givers of thanks and
praise. And some days we help others find the strength to hold on, and we
thank God for all those in need of God’s grace. In November, we celebrate
All Saints Day, a time to celebrate and remember those who have been a
part of us, shaping us and mentoring us — and give thanks for their journey
with us. We also begin the season of Advent on Sunday, November 30 as
we wait in preparation for the celebration of Christ’s birth. Come just as
you are and give (and receive) thanks as we journey together.

In awe and gratitude — Sue McNicol
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THIS MONTH IN WORSHIP

On November 2 Pastor Sue will
lead our special All Saints Sunday
service.

Worship on November 9 will
include a sermon by Chuck Kestle
titled "The Rich Young Man"
based on Matthew 19:16-23.

On November 16 Pastor Sue will
share reflections on “Wisdom in
our Midst.”

And we are blessed to have Burt
Todd deliver the message of
“Jeremiah...Not Just a Bullfrog”
on November 23.

Advent begins on November 30
with a message by Brad Belke on
Preparation.

Every Sunday we enjoy beautiful
music, a time of spiritual enrichment,
communion with God in community
with others, and a time of fellowship
following our worship service.

Our fellowship hosts will be:
Nov 2 — Barnabas Ministry

Nov 9 — Finance Committee
Nov 16 — Trustees Committee
Nov 23 — Worship Ministry

Nov 30 — Member/Nurture Team




STAY CONNECTED

Watch our Sunday Worship on

3 YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/
@buttealdersgateumc

Visit our WEBSITE at:

Aldersgate UMC
Butte, MT

Aldersgatebutte.org

Follow us on FACEBOOK at:

facebook

https://www.facebook.com/Butte
AldersgateUMC

Stop by the church office at:
1621 Thornton Ave.
Tuesday - Friday
from9AM-2PM
or give us a call at:
406-782-2425

EMAIL us at:
CHURCH OFFICE
aldersgatech@outlook.com

PASTOR SUE McNICOL
pastorsuemc@gmail.com

Welcome home to Aldersgate,

a community growing in Christ,
led by the Holy Spirit:
Welcoming to all, gathering in
relationship to inspire and nurture
a spirit of compassion, and
serving each other, the community
and the world, wherever there
is need.

How my parents groomed four children to be adults they’d be
proud of.

1. If you can help someone, help them. We didn’t have a lot
growing up. We never got to go to a sit-down restaurant until [ was a
senior in high school. Even so, I can’t remember a time when they
didn’t share what they had with someone who had less.

2. Everyone is welcome at our house. There are orphans in Korea,
let’s adopt one. Our neighbor dies, let’s raise her three small children.
Your spouse died and you are alone for the holidays, not anymore.
We were taught hospitality is worship.

3. Treat Everyone like you would like to be treated. Not everyone
is kind all the time, and sometimes they are downright mean. Then
there is day-to-day stress, problems, and emergencies. You can
respond in kind, or you can swallow, remember a time when you were
less than kind and try harder to be kind to everyone.

4. Relationships don’t work without forgiveness. Marriage,
children, family, friends, neighbors, church, parishioners, strangers.
Sooner or later, they will annoy you, it is only through granting
forgiveness, that we can all stay in relationship.

5. Find good in everyvone and everything. Everyone experiences
highs and lows, good and bad. Look for the good in everyone and

everything and then focus on that, validate that, revel in that. When a
person is experiencing problems but remains cheerful because they
look for good, that’s the person others want to spend time with.

6. Never let the facts get in the way of a good story. Over time a
good story can become a great story, even though the great story
maybe isn’t as accurate as a good story. Sometimes with some wit
and wisdom a good story becomes a part of our history as a family or
as friends.

7. Bein connection. My parents moved a lot. I can remember them
living in at least 20 homes in their 59 years together. Everywhere they
went, they made lifelong friends. People they could count on and who
counted on them. They sent Christmas cards to people they hadn’t
seen in 40 years.

8. Even after a lifetime together, keep the home fire burning. |
can tell you my parents were still hot for each other, even into their
80’s. It was embarrassing when we were young, inspiring later on.
Remember they are your spouse for life, keep the flame alive. A
word, a touch, a look, it all says I still care.

9. Tis so sweet to trust Jesus. Dad was the worship leader and choir
director at every church he served. The hymnal was our first textbook
and served as the guide for how we grew up. Even to this day gospel
music can bring a tear to my eye faster than anything else. When I
can’t form a prayer, I can still open a hymnal, find a favorite old
hymn, pray the verse of a hymn and find my words.

For all these gifts and thousands more, I thank God for my
parents, Amen.

Brad Belke
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Sunday, November 2 — All Saints Sunday
9:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship Service

11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation

Monday, November 3

11:00 AM Barnabas

7:00 PM Women’s 4" Day Group
Wednesday, November 5

8:00 AM Women’s 4" Day Group
9:30 AM Sandwich Ministry

3:00 PM Youth TGIW

10:00 AM Midweek Lipreaders Book Group
6:30 PM Men’s 4 Day Group
Friday, November 7

7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, November 8

9:00 AM Women United in Faith

Sunday, November 9

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship Service

11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation

6:00 PM Youth Group

Tuesday, November 11 — Veterans Day
7:00 PM Trustees Meeting
Wednesday, November 12

8:00 AM Women’s 4™ Day Group
10:00 AM Midweek Lipreaders Book Group
3:00 PM Youth TGIW

6:30 PM Men’s 4" Day Group
Friday, November 14

7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
Sunday, November 16

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School

10:30 AM Worship Service
11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation
6:00 PM Youth Group

NOVEMBER HAPPENINGS

Aldersgate UMC

Monday, November 17

7:00 PM Women’s 4" Day Group
Wednesday, November 19

8:00 AM Women’s 4" Day Group

10:00 AM Midweek Lipreaders Book Group
3:00 PM Youth TGIW

6:30 PM Men’s 4" Day Group

Friday, November 21

7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast

Sunday, November 23

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School

10:30 AM Worship Service
11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation

6:00 PM Youth Group

Monday, November 24

7:00 PM Women’s 4" Day Group
Wednesday, November 26

8:00 AM Women’s 4" Day Group

10:00 AM Midweek Lipreaders Book Group
6:30 PM Men’s 4" Day Group

Thursday, November 27-28
Thanksgiving Holiday — Church Office Closed

Friday, November 28
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast

Sunday, November 30 - First Sunday of Advent
9:00 AM Adult Sunday School

10:30 AM Worship Service

11:30 AM Coffee and Conversation

CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE TO ADD
CALENDAR EVENTS (406) 782-2425




08 Tom & Katelyn Hoffman
08 Ed & Mary Lou Wolstein
11 Rick & Beth Powers

04 Jake Olson

22 Bob & Barbara O’Brien
28 Doc & Cookie Jordan
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23 Carol Brown

06 Carol Rhoads 23 Dena Hamry
06 Isla Rose Thomson 26 Bob Tremis

. 10  Cherilyn Lambert 27 Mickey Quilici-Lawrence
12 Kathy Bechtle 28 Richard Haedt

20 Larry Davis
20 Belinda Muth 30

29  Julie Kruger-Tresidder
Julie Brandon

21 Janet Helfrich

GIVING THANKS

Projects End...Projects Begin!

Our church kitchen remodel project is complete! We
are incredibly grateful for all the assistance provided
in reaching this milestone. Funding, planning,
implementation, setup/cleanup, “fine-tuning” and so
much more. It’s been a team effort and now our faith
community is excited to step into a new chapter of
fellowship with our church projects and events - and
beyond.

This spring we begin a new adventure as we
transition to solar energy at Aldersgate. Our Solar
Project will begin when the ground thaws and an
appropriate area is prepared for installation of solar
panels. If you wish to contribute to this project
specifically, just note “solar” on the gift. We will
have some initial setup expenses beyond the
materials and installation, so additional donations are
always welcome.

Harvest Dinner

The annual Harvest Dinner was a tremendous
success. Folks came from near and far (including
some of our new friends at Grace UMC in Dillon).
We enjoyed a tasty dinner prepared with lots of love
and are excited to share that over $1600 was raised to
support the local Sandwich Ministry. Aldersgate is
one of many community partners providing meals to
individuals experiencing homelessness and receiving
assistance through Action Inc. in Butte.

Hospitality Abounds...

We have no shortage of love and friendship in this
place — just look to our amazing team of volunteers
who have provided beautifully coordinated receptions
to families and friends following recent funeral
services at Aldersgate UMC. We are grateful to offer
a place of sanctuary and support to those
experiencing loss. Your gifts of service, food and
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- COME TOGETHER AND GROW WITH US -

FINANCE COMMITTEE NEWS

SEPTEMBER FINANCIALS

Total Spending

Year-To-Date Budget: Year-To-Date Actual:

$135,340 $143,137
Total Givin
Year-To-Date Budget: Year-To-Date Actual:
$114,667 $119,928

Giving is ahead of last year. However, so is spending. We had

some higher insurance expenses, and the final apportionment for
2024 was paid in 2025.

We are working on getting grants for our boiler and solar panel
projects.

We receive payments from Grace UMC in Dillon for their half of
Pastor Sue’s salary and benefits. This has helped our budget come
into place in recent months.

We so appreciate our church family for your ongoing support of
the work we do locally and in the greater global community.

YOUTH are the () of ALDERSGATE:

Aldersgate Youth Group will meet on the 2", 374 and 4"
Sundays of each month from 6-8 PM in the church youth room
(downstairs). Join us on Sundays, November 9, November 16,
and November 23. We will continue meeting for TGIW (our
weekly Wednesday after-school “hang out group”) on
Wednesdays from 3-5 PM.

For more information contact the church office at 406-782-
2425 or chat with our fearless leader, Jill Graff, at Sunday
worship.

“Growth starts with a seed of knowledge.”

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
SUNDAYS AT 9 AM

"The Adult Sunday School class
meets at 9:00 AM and is studying a
series focusing on the Apostle
Peter into November. We are
using the book "Simon Peter” by
Adam Hamilton, with the goal of
understanding how the principles

that brought Peter such growth
could be applied in our lives.

The class uses a guided discussion
format and is fueled

by great draughts of Georgia's
Sacramental Coffee."

MIDWEEK LIPREADERS
WEDNESDAYS @ 10 AM

"The Midweek Lipreaders meet
on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and
are studying the book "Spiritual
Practices" in a twelve-week
series. The book is part of the
series "Knowing - Growing -
Going" published by the Rose
Discipleship Series and focuses on
the Christian disciplines that grow
our faith, strengthen us during
trials, and promote communion
with both God and man.

This class is based on Godly
conversation fueled by
“Sacramental Methodist brew.”
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

LOVE BOLDLY, SERVE JOYFULLY, LEAD COURAGEOUSLY.

ALL SAINTS DAY
Sunday, November 2

10:30 AM
Aldersgate UMC

M COME, LET US.

ADVENT BEGINS
Sunday, November 30
10:30 AM




