
Join us for sweet treats and fellowship! 
Preschool Ice Cream Social & Love Offering 

When 
• Sunday, July 26 after each worship service 
 
Where 
• The Connection Café (Near the church entrance) 
 
What to Expect 
• Several flavor choices 
• Great conversation with your church family. 
• Fun for all ages. 
 
Bring your family, invite a friend, and stay after service to cool down and 
connect. We cannot wait to see you there! 
 
A free will offering would be very much appreciated.  The money collected will 
be given to our Preschool teachers in recognition of their  years of dedication 
and service to the children that have attended preschool at Central Christian 
Church.  
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A weekly visitor to your home bringing 
you news from Central Christian Church 

Our mission … Sharing Christ, 
Changing Lives, Delivering Hope 

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2026 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  

IN-PERSON (SANCTUARY)  
AT 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
AND LIVESTREAMED ON 

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG  
AND FACEBOOK LIVE 

AT 10:30 AM 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP  
IN-PERSON (GREAT HALL)  
AND LIVESTREAMED ON  

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG 
AND FACEBOOK LIVE   

AT 9:15 AM 
 

Sermon for 7/19/26 
Matthew 2: 1-6, 8-9, 11-12 

Melinda McDonald 

The Central Visitor 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday!! (7/19—8/1) 

Susie Bean, Jan Dobbs,  
Glen Featherstun, Thomas Harm, 

Brittney Moran, Dale Penn,  
Connie Shields, George Virgil, Bob Smith, 

Jennifer Baumann, Dave Wagner,  
Dena Luthy, Matt Clark,  

Stephani Sargeant, Zach Sargeant,  
Eli Hawkinson, Jane Watkins, Jolie Witts 



 
 

 
What’s YOUR Story? 
Melinda McDonald 

     We humans were created by a relational God… who has revealed God’s self to 
us through stories. Look at the very first stories of the Bible in Genesis chapters 
12-50. These family stories focus on the foundational ancestors of Israel—
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. These narratives revolve around God's 
unconditional covenant of land, descendants, and worldwide blessing, as well as 
the recurring threats of famine and barrenness that test each family's faith. 
     The predominant way we understand God is through narratives. God wired us 
for connections – for relationships. In addition, “story” is the profound 
connection among the Divine narrative and our daily narratives, and all creation 
for which God has given us stewardship responsibilities. 
     The Bible invites us to step into God’s overarching story of creation, covenant, 
conflict, and redemption. And because we are Christ followers, our lives can 
reveal our beliefs in the Holy One. Our story shows God in the form of human 
flesh and blood people.  You have heard the saying, preach the gospel – use 
words if necessary. Our lives may be the only story people read. 
     We learn also how God sees other people with whom we may differ radically.  
God call us to love one another as Christ has loved us.  
     Indeed, humans ARE “story-shaped” creatures. We hope you are enjoying the 
July faith formation theme as we continue to share “the power of story.” As 
Disciples of Christ, we are always learning. That is what the word “disciple” 
means – learner.  Knowing more about God reveals how we are to be disciples 
and do the things of God.  
     All of us Central pastors are interested in the vehicle of story to connect with 
each other and others. We hope you will share with us your stories that reveal 
God’s work in human lives. Our invitation is sincere.  You can email the office – 
central@cccdisciples.org. 
 
 

CELEBRATE “CHRISTMAS IN JULY” with DORCAS DISCIPLES! 
All Central women are invited to gather in Doherty’s (242 E. William St.) banquet 
room on Saturday, July 25th at 11:30 a.m. for a summer celebration of fellowship, 
service and fun. Enjoy Christmas music presented by Rosella Young’s “Kitchen 
Band” (band donations accepted), a delicious buffet lunch and an opportunity to 
donate to God’s Shelter of Love’s Careage House. 
 
Buffet Lunch:  
½ turkey sandwich, tossed salad, cookie and beverage for $16 all inclusive; cash 
or checks payable to Dorcas Disciples  
 
Careage House emergency women & children’s shelter needs include:  
monetary donations, personal care products, paper products (toilet paper, paper 
plates, paper towels, disposable utensils, laundry detergent pods) and grab-and-
go individually packaged breakfast foods. 
 

RSVPs are due to Nancy Taylor at 217-872-9174 or xstr@sbcglobal.net by 
Thursday, July 16th.  HOPE TO SEE YOU JULY 25TH!  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Common Cup Newsletter 

Want to know what’s happening with 
the Disciples of Christ churches in the 
Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin 
region (our region)?  You might want 
to sign up for “The Common Cup” 
newsletter.  Stay up-to-date with what 
is happening in the emerging Region, 
get access to event forms, see news 
releases, keep in touch with 
congregational, regional, and national 
DOC news and more!  If that sounds 
like your… “cup of tea…” then sign up 
for The Common Cup to stay up-to-
date with DoC news!  
 

Sign up for the Common Cup  
e-newsletter here: 

Newsletter – CCIW Disciples 
 
If you want to preview the latest copy 
before you make your decision to sign 
up, email central@cccdisciples.org, 
and we will forward it to you.  

Minister’s Article 

Counting On You 
Sunday, July 12, 2026 

Total worshipping online = 205 
Total worshipping in-person = 266 

 
Sunday, July 5, 2026 

Total worshipping online = 201 
Total worshipping in-person = 252 

mailto:xstr@sbcglobal.net
https://cciwdisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
mailto:central@cccdisciples.org


 
A New CCC Directory is Coming! 

It’s time!  We’ve heard your feedback…  It’s been 7 years since the last directory, 
and we have had so many new members and regular attenders join us since 
2019.  You wanted a new directory, and Central is going to have one!  
 
You can now sign up online –  
Go to the Universal Church Directories website (www.ucdir.com) 

• Click on the red box on the right side of the homepage entitled 
“Photography Session Sign-Up” 

• Enter the Central Christian church code (il487) & the Central Christian 
Church password (kdccc2026) 

• Click “Enter” 

• Click on the desired photography date 

• Click on the Reserve Time button beside the desired photography 
appointment time 

• Enter the appropriate information in all required fields (indicated by the 
asterisk) 

• Click on the Schedule Appointment button at the bottom of the screen to 
reserve the photography appointment time in your family’s name 

• If you have more than six family members being photographed, 
please reserve two appointments consecutively (such as 6:12 and 
6:24) 

• Print the next screen to use as a reminder of your family’s 
photography appointment 

• Contact Kathleen in the office to change or cancel your photography 
appointment 

  
Frequently asked questions: 

• Do I have to be a member of Central to sign up? 
• Answer: No!  You do not need to be an official member to be part of 

this directory.  If you enjoy attending and participating in church 
activities, we want you to be in it. 

• Can I bring my friend/sister/uncle/neighbor/etc.? 
• Answer: Absolutely!  In fact, we’re considering this an outreach!  If 

you know someone not affiliated with Central, but who might like 
receiving a free household portrait, share our sign-up information 
with them!  They will receive a FREE 8x10 portrait, and who 
knows? Maybe they’ll visit Central and find the same warm, 
welcoming church family that you did. 

• Do I have to purchase anything? 
• Answer: No, you don’t.  You will have the opportunity to make a 

purchase, if you wish, but EVERY household that signs up for an 
appointment will receive a free 8x10 portrait. 

• What if I’m having difficulty accessing the online sign up? 
• Answer: We will have volunteers ready to help you sign up this 

Sunday, July 19. Or you can call Kathleen in the office for 
assistance.  Don’t wait too long, though!  

Sunday (19) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
Monday (20) 
   9:15-Prayer Group with Lea West 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
   6:00-CPR Class for parents and caregivers, DR 
Tuesday (21) 
   7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café 
   9:30-Christcare Stitchers, 3R 
   9:30-Card Ministry, 411/412 
   12:00-Personnel  
Wednesday (22) 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
Thursday (23) 
   10:00-Alanon, 401 
   1:00-CACS Committee, Connection Café  
   6:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room 
Friday (24) 
Saturday (25) 
Sunday (26) 
No Children’s Sunday School today 
Sundaes on Sunday—Ice cream available after 
each service + love offering received 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School  
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online 
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 
Monday (27) 
   9:15-Prayer Group, 401 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
Tuesday (28) 
   7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café  
   9:30-ChristCare Stitchers, 3R 
Wednesday (29) 
   12:00-Caretaker staff meeting 
   1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407 
   6:00-Contemporary Worship committee 
Thursday (30) 
   10:00-Alanon, 401 
   6:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room 
   6:00-Men’s Group meeting, Disciples room 
Friday (31) 
Saturday (August 1) 
Sunday (2) 
   8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
   9:15-Sunday School 
   9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online  
   10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online 

https://us.list-manage.com/40FjaQdVmla?e=2638a56147&c2id=30336d9300f5616dbd6a35bdf5a938c2
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Serving Schedule — Sunday, July 19, 2026 
Elders: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Linda Foltz, David York 
   9:15 - David York 
Outreach Communion: Jim Fitzpatrick, Linda Foltz, Gretchen Kirby, Julie 

Martin, Dave Wagner, Lea West 
July Prep Deacons: Stephani Martin, Krista* & Sid Rohrscheib 
Offering Deacons: 
   8:00 - Gary Horvath, David King 
   9:15 - Angie & Ron Ingram 
   10:30 - Christine Lyman-Harm, Linda Thomas 
Ushers: 
   8:00 - Team 5 - Mike Munos, Capt., Gerri Munos, Brad Munos,             

Brittney Moran, Blair Moran, Bobby Munos, Julia Munos 
   10:30 - Team 10 - David Martin, Capt., Stephani Martin, Gretchen Kirby 
Greeters: 
   8:00 - Charlotte Ballance, Donna Dash 
   9:15 - Hugh & Linda Rowden 
   10:30 - Nanette & William Frank 
P.A. Operator: 
   8:00 - Krista Rohrscheib 
   10:30 - Luke Kirby 
Liturgist: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Keith Backes 
   9:15 - Greg Barnes 
Contemporary Snack Table: Laura Kappler 
 
Serving Schedule — Sunday, July 26, 2026 
Elders: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Tom Spry, Lea West 
   9:15 - Lea West 
July Prep Deacons: Stephani Martin, Krista* & Sid Rohrscheib 
Offering Deacons: 
   8:00 - Doug Blakey, Mike Munos 
   9:15 - Erik Barnes 
   10:30 - Dale Ford, Tom Jones 
Ushers: 
   8:00 - Team 1 - Carolyn Sunderlik, Capt., Dianne Devore 
   10:30 - Team 6 - Ron & Terry Grant, Mark Kincaid 
Greeters:  
   8:00 - Debbie & Jim Hoffert 
   9:15 - Cheryl & Dave Zollinger 
   10:30 - Mary Jane & Ron Oliver 
P.A. Operator: 
   8:00 - Bobby Munos 
   10:30 - Jordan Backes 
Liturgist: 
   8:00 & 10:30 - Ellen Hearn 
   9:15 - Rev. Melinda 
Contemporary Snack Table: Cheryl & Dave Zollinger 

Central Christian Church   
(Disciples of Christ) 

 650 West William Street    
Decatur, Illinois 62522 

 Telephone (217)428-4336    
FAX (217)428-1700 

www.cccdisciples.org 
e-mail: central@cccdisciples.org 
www.facebook.com/CCCDecatur     

“Like” and “Follow” us on Facebook   
To “like” hit the thumbs-up icon.   
To “follow” click on the ellipse icon (…).   
You will see a list of options pop up.   
Find the option marked “follow” and click on that. 

Prayer Request Text-In! 
Have a prayer request? Text PRAY to 217-
212-2173, or use the QR code to the left. 
“PRAY” is the only word you should type. 
Your phone then sends you a link to the 
prayer request form to fill out. We would 

love to pray with you and follow up, if you wish. 

Nursery and Children’s Sunday School Schedule 
 

Sunday, July 19 
Nursery: Abigail Clark, Stephani Martin, Kate Neumann 
Children’s Sunday School: Janet Lyman, Christine Lyman-Harm, Diana 
Ritter 
  
Sunday, July 26 
Nursery: Abigail Clark, Stephani Martin, Kaylee Sommer 
Children’s Sunday School: No Children’s Sunday School today 


