
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
November 12, 2023 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information.

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be 
found at tedgoshorn.org.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory of 
Charles H. McCrary, Jr. and Mary S. McCrary by Anne McCrary.

The artwork on the cover is “He Hid His Lord’s Money” from Art in the Christian 
Tradition.  https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57778

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation



Entrance & Praise

Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Dr. Ted Goshorn

Opening Voluntary Meditation on Amazing Grace Frederick Swann

* Hymn No. 725 DUNEDINArise, Shine Out, Your Light Has Come

Greeting & Call to Worship Dr. Goshorn

One: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

Let us open our minds to God’s teaching; 
and tune our ear to God’s word. 
Let us listen to the stories of the faith of our ancestors; 
and share our stories with our children. 
We put our trust in God; 
we worship the one who gives us life. 
-written by Rev. Kim Gilliland for Re:Worship.

Baptism of Sarah Ruth Smith Rev. Stone & Dr. Goshorn

When prompted, the congregation responds:  
Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and 
your commitment to Christ? 
We do. 
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include Sarah 
now before you in your care? 
With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the 
example of Christ. We will surround Sarah with a community of love and 
forgiveness, that she may grow in her trust of God, and be found faithful in 
her service to others. We will pray for her, that she may be a true disciple  
who walks in the way that leads to life. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.



Children’s Moment Elisa Reece

Children 3rd grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time. 
Children may be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

Dr. GoshornResponsive Psalm Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 (UMH 798)

Proclamation & Response

Sung responses (Hymnal page 53)
Celebrant says words befitting the occasion, then the congregation sings:
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Tell of God’s mercy each day.
Celebrant says words befitting the occasion, then the congregation sings:
Declare Christ’s works to the nation, 
his glory among all the people.
Celebrant says words befitting the occasion, then the congregation sings:
All praise to you, Eternal Father, 
through your Son Jesus Christ, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns for ever. Amen.

Baptismal Hymn  God Claims You

Sarah, Sarah, God claims you,  
God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too. 

We this day do all agree a child of God you’ll always be. 
Sarah, Sarah, God claims you,  

God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too. 
We your family love you so, we vow to help your faith to grow. 

Sarah, Sarah, God claims you,  
God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too. 

We are here to say this day that we will help you on your way. 
Sarah, Sarah, God claims you,  

God helps you, protects you, and loves you, too.  
- Written by Stanley M. Farr, from the Book of Worship © 1981



Rev. Dr. Paula LewisScripture Reading Matthew 25:14-30 (Pew Bible pg 807)
14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, 
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. At once 16 
the one who had received the five talents went off and traded with them and 
made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents 
made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went 
off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long 
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 
Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have 
made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you 
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one 
with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over 
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not 
sow and gathering where you did not scatter, 25 so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’  
26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, 
that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then 
you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return 

O divine Word above, our hope and consolation, 
Eternal light of the heavens and the earth: 
The peaceful night is past, our voices greet the morning, 
Look down, O Lord, and hear thy people’s prayer.
Inspire us, Lord, we pray, with the power of thy Spirit, 
That hell may flee before thy mighty Word. 
From slumber waken us, our weary souls reviving, 
That we may never forget thy laws!
Jesus Christ, have mercy on thy congregation 
Now gathered here in the sight of thy throne; 
Receive the hymns they offer to thy endless glory; 
Renewed by thy gifts may they go forth in peace. 
- Translation by John Rutter

Anthem Cantique de Jean Racine Gabriel Fauré



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Dr. GoshornMorning Prayer

Offertory  O Spotless Lamb of God J. S. Bach

You can make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give.

Doxology OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Hymn No. 707 PROMISEHymn of Promise

Benediction & Sending Forth Dr. Lewis

Postlude  O Love, How Deep John Dunstable 
Arr. E. Power Biggs

Offering of our Tithes & Gifts

Sending Forth

I would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent 
from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who 
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance, but from those 
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Sermon Dr. Lewis“The Good and the Faithful”



Church-Wide Retreat & Second Sunday Lunch | November 12 | Fellowship Hall
Join us after worship for lunch & a planning retreat led by Anne Bosarge. Help 
dream and plan Mulberry’s next steps as we live into our mission statement!

Welcome Paula Lewis!
We are glad to have the Rev. Dr. Paula Lewis join us in worship today. Dr. Lewis 
serves as the district superintendent for the North Central and South Central 
Districts; one third of the South Georgia Annual Conference! Dr. Lewis has a heart 
for missions and a passion for serving the church, and we look forward to hearing 
from her today.

2023 Interfaith Thanksgiving Service | November 16 | 6 PM | Temple Beth Israel
The Downtown Tapestry’s annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be 
Thursday, November 16, at Temple Beth Israel. Worship will be followed by a 
service project making sandwiches for local community fridges!

Macon Outreach Christmas Meal Donations Needed Before December 6
Macon Outreach needs 8 hams & 8 turkeys for their Christmas meal on 
Wednesday, December 6. They are looking for ham, turkey, or funds toward their 
purchase. Contact Robin Frischkorn to let her know if you are interested - email 
rfrischkorn@mulberrymethodist.org or call 478-743-8026.

Advent Common Devotional | “Advent in Plain Sight” by Jill J. Duffield
This Advent season we as a church will be reading the daily devotional “Advent in 
Plain Sight” by Jill J. Duffield. Purchase the book online or in the Mulberry Market 
and begin reading on Sunday, November 26!

News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!
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Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Season of Ordinary Time

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

The season of Ordinary Time emphasizes 
the church living & witnessing in the world. 
The color of the paraments is green to 
represent the church’s growth & presence.


