Thank you for Serving!

Today — August 9

Next Sunday — August 16

ITURGIST: Priscilla Rollins Ross Mecham
USHERS: Joe Cox & Sherri Derflinger Betty Semones & Tina Martin
ACOLYTES: Rose Mallory Ellie Johnson
SECURITY TEAM: | Jim Mattox & Tom Bell Jim Mattox & Tom Bell
ALTAR TEAM: Mike & Sherri Derflinger Mike & Sherri Derflinger
This Week at St. Paul
Sun, Aug 9 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 9:00AM-9:50AM
Worship Service — Education Sunday 10:00AM
Blessing of the Backpacks
Alta Mons Celebration Sunday
Mon, Aug 10 Staff Meeting, Spare Office 9:00AM-10:00AM
Pastor Mike Out of Office
Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM
Tues, Aug 11 MCPS 1% Day Back to School
Staff Parish Relations Committee, JOY Classroom  7:00PM
Fri, Aug 14 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM
Marjorie Modlin Service-
Visitation, Sanctuary 1:00PM-1:45PM
Service, Sanctuary 2:00PM
Light Refreshments after Service, FH
Sat, Aug 15 Bike Group Bike  Ride, meet at Anytime Fitness ~ 10:00AM
Next Week
Sun, Aug 16 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 9:00AM- 9:50AM
Worship Service 10:00AM
Youth Group Starts Back 5:30PM-7:30PM
Mon, Aug 17 Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM
Council, JOY Classroom 7:00PM
Tues, Aug 18 Christiansburg Lions Club, FH 6:30PM-8:30PM
Staff Parish Relations Committee, JOY Classroom  7:00PM
Sat, Aug 22 Council Planning Session 9:00AM-1:00PM

Our Church Staff

Mike Derflinger, Pastor, mikederflinger@vaumc.org, 540-631-4469

Carol Slaughter, Administrative Assistant, office@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-382-2410
Ashley Johnson, Director of Youth Ministries, youth@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-250-5587
Carolyn Mills, Organist & Director of Choirs, organist@stpaulvaumc.org

Robin Raines, Custodian, rainesrobin88@yahoo.com

Saint Paul United Methodist Church
220 West Main Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073

August 9, 2026 Back to School Sunday
Backpack Blessing
Alta Mons Celebration
Please ask an usher for assistance for handicap access.
Please turn your cell phone off or mute during worship.

Ten O’Clock

*Please stand for these acts of worship as you are able.

Gathering & Prelude “Praise and Exultation” Lani Smith
Welcome Pastor Mike Derflinger
Song “My Lord, What a Morning” Rose Guo

*Unison Opening Prayer Liturgist Priscilla Rollins
Almighty God, we come before you with hearts full of gratitude for this new day

and the opportunity to gather in your name in-person and virtually. Come, Holy

Spirit! Fill this place with your presence and move in our minds and hearts and

among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!

*Songs 7174 “His Name is Wonderful”
“I Love You, Lord”

Liturgist Priscilla Rollins

*The Apostles’ Creed 881 Traditional Version Liturgist Priscilla Rollins

Camp Alta Mons Kids Camp Songs Ashley Johnson
George Rust IV, guitar accompaniment
Blessing of Backpacks Ashley Johnson
Children may go to Children’s Church afterwards.
Announcements and Sharing our Prayer Concerns Pastor Mike Derflinger

Unison Prayer for Parents Liturgist Priscilla Rollins
God, this prayer is for me and our family. Our children begin another year of school.

I ask You to give me grace and patience to guide my interactions with teachers, support

staff, and other parents. I want my words, my actions, and our family to reflect Your love

and be honoring to You.

Individual, silent confessions
Words of Pardon and Assurance
Intercessory Prayer (Response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer)

Song The Lord’s Prayer Rose Guo


http://www.stpaulvaumc.org/

Song “l Sing Praises to Your Name”
Scripture Psalm 32 :8 Liturgist Priscilla Rollins
Blessing of School Teachers, Operational and Support Staff Pastor Mike Derflinger
We are so thankful for you: our teachers, administrators, and support staff in our
school environments. May this new academic year refresh and reawaken you to how
valuable you are. We pray that God will bless you with strength and endurance,
particularly in these busy first few weeks. Please be reminded that this congregation
embraces your call and your gifts, and will surround you with love and care as well.

Liturgist Priscilla Rollins

Song 7277 “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus”, vv.1,2

Scripture Mark 10:13-16 Liturgist Priscilla Rollins

Blessing of Our Children’s Church Workers Pastor Mike Derflinger
We are so grateful for the ways you give your time, energy, and devotion to teaching

and caring for the children in Children’s Church! Your ministry helps our kids grow in

the Lord, and gives parents the chance to worship God and refresh their spirit. We bless

you! Please continue to nurture your personal walk with Christ so you effectively teach

and guide our children in God’s ways.

Liturgist Priscilla Rollins

Song “As the Deer”

Scripture Matthew 7:12 Liturgist Priscilla Rollins

Blessing of VBS Staff and Sunday School Teachers Pastor Mike Derflinger
We appreciate your commitment and love for serving as Sunday School teachers

and back-ups, and in our community Vacation Bible School. You touch our hearts

and see the needs around us and meet them by using your gifts. We bless you for your

efforts and hope that your loving service has brought, and will bring you fulfillment

and joy. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Liturgist Priscilla Rollins

Song “Elijah, by Mendelssohn” Rose Guo

Recognition of Nurture Team

Offertory Prayer Liturgist Priscilla Rolloins
Gracious God, You are the Giver of all good things, the source of wisdom and

understanding. Please receive our gifts and gratitude for your abundant blessings,

the gift of knowledge, the joy of learning, and the opportunity to grow in your grace

educationally and spiritually. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Offertory “Purer in Heart, O God” James H. Fillmore
*Doxology

*Hymn 7445 “Happy the Home When God is There”, all vv.

*Benediction Pastor Mike Derflinger

*Postlude Postlude on “Hanover”

(“O Worship the King All Glorious Above”) William Croft, 1708

If you are new to St. Paul, we hope you will worship with us again very soon.
To catch all our previous services, please go to our YouTube Channel
StPaulUMCChristiansburgVA.

Ziqi (Rose) Guo, contralto, is a doctoral candidate in Voice at James Madison University,
where she is pursuing the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Vocal Performance, Literature, and
Pedagogy with an emphasis in Singing Health. Originally from Beijing, China, she holds degrees
in Vocal Performance and Commercial Music. Rose has appeared in productions with Opera
Roanoke and James Madison University Opera Theatre, performing roles such as Madame de
Croissy in Dialogues of the Carmelites and covering both the Witch and the Mother in Hdnsel
und Gretel. Alongside her performing career, she teaches voice and university music courses,
and her doctoral research explores diction and cross-linguistic phonology in classical singing.

I am so ready for chancel choir to begin our 2026-2027 singing time together! Please think
about joining us as we begin our rehearsals on August 26th from 7:15- 8:30p.m. in the chancel
choir room on first floor. I have so much missed our time! Oh, how I hope others will join us!
You are missing some good times with great people if you stay away.

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His
presence with singing.”” Psalm 100 begins this way and doesn’t say a thing about perfection, so
“I can’t sing” cannot be an excuse. We all can “make a joyful noise”. Come join us! Contact
Carolyn Mills.

Nurture Bike Group — Save the Dates!

Plan ahead now for the final bike rides of the year! Locations will be decided and announced
closer to each date:

August 15", 10:00AM — meet at Anytime Fitness in Blacksburg

September 12, 10:00AM

October 11, 10:00AM

Youth Group starts back Sunday, August 16th!

5:30 - 7:30pm

Any and all middle and high schoolers are invited to attend!
Pickup/drop off at the playground entrance of St. Paul.




Worship Attendance August 2, 2026

In-Person Children’s | Livestreaming YouTube Total
Adults Church (Real Time) (Recorded) Worship
52 3 15 103 173

August Stewardship
AMOUNT NEEDED FOR AUGUST $32,500. We have five Sundays in August.

August Offering Counters: Wayne Bishop, Doris Elliott

PRAYER LIST — Team Matthew is our Caring Team this week
SPUMC Congregation, friends, family members and neighbors

Cancer Patients:
Rob Bedford, Kathy G. Davis, Jamie Epperly, Jan Jackson, Susan Perry

Parkinson’s: Jim Clark

Alzheimer’s: Roger Woolwine
Kenny J.

Health Issues: Bob Dickenson, Ed Hayes, Vicki Sciarretta
Ginger Barton-multiple fractures in lower back (sister of Peggy Chafin), Mike & Caren
Gallimore, Debra Scanland (friend of Priscilla Rollins)

Anticipating Surgery: Issac Johnson, ear surgery on 8/18, Carilion NRV

Recuperating from Surgery at Home:
Harold Spencer, Denise Spencer’s dad

Grieving: Friends & Family of Marjorie Modlin

TOTAL AUGUST STEWARDSHIP 08/02 Total
General Fund — Offerings and Loose Plate $2,244.16 $2,244.16
General Fund — Online Giving $630.22 $630.22
SPECIAL OFFERINGS AUGUST 08/02 Total
Communion Offering (Alta Mons) $70 $70
Baby Shop $60 $60

St Paul envisions
“Growing into a most Vibrant, Joyful Christian Community,

Unified in Loving Service to our Neighbors, for the Glory of God.”
--Vision Statement, approved by Church Council, 2018—

Phone: (540)382-2410 Fax: (540)382-1373
Church Website: www.stpaulvaumec.org
Church Office Hours: Monday — Friday 9:00AM — 3:30PM

A

4BRIDGECHURCH

If you wish to place someone on the prayer list for prayer only, please contact the church office, or write
their name on the attendance pad with “prayer” after their name. If a person would like to receive
ministry from our caring teams (cards, phone calls, visits, food, etc.) please list an address/phone number

for our caring teams. Thank you!

Please remember our members and neighbors in assisted living:

Kroontje Health Care Center, 1000 Litton Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060
Ruth Boothe, rm 308, Cell: 919-906-5097

English Meadows, 3400 South Point Dr., Blacksburg, VA 24060
Wayne & Dolores Brockenbrough, Apt.217
Margaret Woolwine, rm. 235

Commonwealth Senior Living, 201 Wheatland Ct., Christiansburg, VA 24073
Bonnie Cochran, rm. 208
Mary Childress, rm. 113

328 Fieldstone Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060
Kathy Davis
(540-250-2163 - mail cards to Rachel Link, 1534 Catawba Rd., Blacksburg, VA 24060)

Manchester Commons — Woodside Place, 6351 West Lake Road, Erie, PA 16505
Roger & Brenda Woolwine, Brenda’s Cell Number: 540-320-0986
And our dear friends and neighbors:

650 N Jefferson St., Apt. 218, Roanoke, VA 24016
Former Pastor: Rev. Art & Willie Wingfield




Birthday Celebrations this week — Bonnie Cochran & Rhonda Rash on August 9"; Peter Hayes
& Kevin Lawson on August 10™; Henry Rust on August 11™; Tabitha Rust on August 12;

Darby Mitchell on August 13"; Melodee Wade on August 14"; Carolyn Bucklen & Ashley Light
on August 15%. Happy Birthday to all!

Flowers are placed on the altar today in honor of my grandchildren Erin & Nate — Alta Mons
biggest fans! In memory of my son Weston’s birthday on August 11 ~ Karen Birchfield

Looking Ahead:

Monday, August 17 — 7:00PM. Council Meeting, JOY Classroom.

Tuesday, August 18 — 6:00PM. Outreach Team.

Saturday, August 22 — 9:00AM-1:00PM. Council Planning Session.
Monday, August 24 — 3:30PM. September Newsletter articles due.
Wednesday, August 26 — 7:15PM. Chancel Choir starts back.

Tuesday, September 1 — 7:00PM. Community Hand Bells starts back, rm 301.

Wonderful Wednesdays will resume September 9. A full schedule from our Nurture Team
will be available soon.

St. Paul church-wide Picnic

Sunday, August 23rd

5-7pm

Fellowship Hall/Playground area

Hamburgers, hotdogs and drinks will be provided
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share

Fun, fellowship, games - all are welcome!

Alta Mons District Day

Saturday, August 29th

10am - 4pm

2842 Crocket Springs Rd, Shawsville VA

Worship - 11am

Potluck lunch to follow

Swimming, wagon rides, bounce house, swing shot, etc
All are invited!

Education Sunday August 9, 2026
We want to let you know of the fine teaching and helping which goes on at St. Paul and in
our community. Thanks for each person and for those who are teaching us every day.
God Bless each one of you!

Camp Alta Mons Kids: Anna, Daphne, Edgar, Ellie, Fynn, Harper, Henry, Isaac, Maggie,
Owen E., Owen K., Rose, William, Wyatt

County and City Schoolteachers: Heather McClaugherty, Music CPS; Elliott Petry, Math,
Performing Arts SHS; Brian Porter, Social Studies CHS

University Faculty, Administration and Support Staff:

Meagan Arthur, Assistant Dean of Undergraduate Nursing/Assistant Professor in the
College of Nursing at Radford University

Tom Bell, Assistant Chair for Research, Dept. of Chemistry, VT

Riane Bolin, Chair of the Criminal Justice Dept./Associate Professor of Criminal Justice
at Radford University

Jackie Buhrdorf, Senior Fiscal Technician, VT

Kevin Buhrdorf, Human Resources Applications, VT

Kelli Buhrdorf, Assoc. Dir. of Donor Experience for Stewardship, Hokie Club, VT
Kris Buhrdorf, Technical Lead, Finance Information Technology, VT

Sherri Derflinger, Administrative and Support Staff, National Security Institute, VT
Anne Lawson, Counselor, Montgomery Central

Tina Martin, Administrative Assistant, Department of Entomology, VT

Becky Michael, Administrative Support to Faculty and Human Resources, School of
Animal Sciences, VT

Stephanie Nelson, Undergraduate Advising Director, Dept. of Human Nutrition, Foods,
and Exercise, VT

Lou Ann Thompson, Art Education, Art Department at Radford University

Children’s Church Lead Teachers: Meagan Arthur, Claire Childress, Diann Eaton, and Lou
Ann Thompson

Children’s Church Helpers: Becky Michael, Ann Rhudy, Mary Sherman, Katherine Sherman,
Geraldine Hollandsworth, Sherri King, and Patsy Sparks
Emergency Fill Ins: Elaine Clark, Jane Collins, and Penny Kanney

SPUMC Teachers and Facilitators: Ashley Johnson, Doug Kanney, Tom Bell, Ruth Gregory,
Ross Mecham, Rusty McCoy, and Denise Spencer

2026 VBS Volunteer Helpers: Meagan Arthur, Sabrina Porter, Sherri King, Becca Mallory,
Brooks Arthur, Mike Derflinger, Sherri Derflinger, Sonia Badillo, Karen Poff, Arthur Poff, Patsy
Sparks, Joyce Bishop, Karen Birchfield, Sandy Cox, Ashley Johnson



