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Gathered by God's
ove in Chns’c —

We love one another
and share that love with

our neighbors.

Whatisasteward? The word

From the Fastoﬁs Desk:
Being Stewards of (God’s (_reation

July, 2025

This image-bearing becomes

“steward” is an old Enghsh Helping the task of the steward.
word derived from term “sty- Being others Human life alone is created in
warden’. The work of the sty- ulﬂm the image of God. Humankind

warden was to manage the
ruler’s meat supply. This was
the word that the translators
of the King James Version
chose to render as the Greek
word ‘oikonomos’. This
Greek noun comes from the
root word ‘oikonmia’, which
means household. This Greek
concept is the one from which
we derive the word economy.
A steward is one who manages or administers someone
else’s household affairs. He or she is a trustee or an
agent for the benefit of the owner. A steward is the
one who does the work of stewardship. The steward
is one who manages someone else’s household. This is
especially true of the Christian as we have been called
to manage the household affairs of the world, for the
sake of the true owner, God.

Talr.lng
care
of the earth

Psalm 24.1-1 says “The earth is the Lord’s and all
that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; for he
has founded it on the seas and established it on the
rivers.” The Lord is the owner because He made it all.
God claims ownership by creation. The bible doesn’t
teach that God created everything and then handed
ownership off to someone else. God still owns all that
is.

With ownership come rights and privileges. It is the
owner who gets to determine ultimate purpose and
use of that which is owned. Ownership also gives
the responsibility to care for the item that is owned.
This responsibility would include putting the task of
steward into the right hands.

How is ownership fundamentally different from
being a steward? There is a huge distinction between
steward and owner. The owner is the one that has
all the responsibility and privilege. The owner’s
prerogative is the only one that matters when it comes
to the purpose and use of that which is owned. The
steward serves on behalf of the owner. His or her will,
in order to be faithful, is only to use the owned item in
a manner that is in keeping with the will of the owner.

God intended humankind to bear His image as an
element of creation within creation. Gen. 1:26 is simply
stating that to be human is to bear the image of God.
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is to be the main instrument
or mask of God’s interaction
with this perfect new world.
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More than that, this divinely
appointed labor recorded in
Gen. 2:15 is to avad (work)
and shamar (keep) the
creation. God placed humans
in the Garden to work it, as in
the sense of cultivation and
to keep it, as in the sense of showing great care. This
care flows naturally from the sense that at no time did
the Lord God ever transfer ownership, deed or title
of creation to man. Absent the owners 1p change, the
work and care that is to be shown by humankind to
creation finds its origin in the fact that nothing at all
belongs to humans. The real owner is the One who had
the power to make everything just by speaking!

Bearing the image of God and being appointed
worker and keeper of creation, a faithful steward is
called to manage ALL of life and life’s resources for
God’s purposes. There is no room for any idea that
our lives, our service, and our belon%mgs might be
separated into separate camps, one belonging to God
to do with how He wills and another belonging to me
to dispose of according to my wishes and whims. In

(continued on page 2)
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PASTOR'S LETTER
(continued from page 1)

fact, since God is the creator of all things, there isn’t
anything thatis NOT included in the call of the steward.
Everything belongs to God. Nothing belongs to me. As
God’s sty-warden or steward, I am called as a trustee
to manage all of this God-given blessing according to
God’s purposes. My desires and purposes are always
secondary to His! But more than this, it lays claim on
those things which I value most: my money and my
time. They are really God’s anyway!

As we enter into the summer months and vacations,
remember that we are never on vacation from our call
to be God’s stewards. If you see someone in need, you
are called to help them. If you are travelling away
from home, you are called to still give an offering to
the church. If you see an animal in distress, you are
called to stop and care for it. If you see something that
needs done, volunteer your time. God doesn’t take a
vacation from us, and outside of observing the Sabbath
and keeping it holy, we are not to take a vacation from
being stewards of God’s creations.

May we all enjoy a fruitful and restful summer. May
God bless us with sunshine and good times. May God
continue to work through us to continue creating a
better world through our stewardship of His creation.

Blessings,
Your Sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie

JULY SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICE
SCHEDULE

We will be alternating bwteen contemporary and
traditional worship services this summer using a
9:30 a.m. time to meet. Discovery and Connection will
move to 10:30 a.m., except for July 27 when it will be
canceled because we wilIfbe worshipping together at
St. John’s UCC at 10:15 a.m. for the VBS celebration.
Please pick up a schedule card to help you with the
change of schedule for the summer months.

Here is the revised Sunday Church Service calendar
for July. We will be having only one combined service
each week.:

July 6
9:30 a.m. Band Led Service
10:30 a.m. Discovery and Connection

July 13
9:30 a.m. Organ Led Service
10:30 a.m. Discovery and Connection

July 20

9:30 a.m. Band Led Service

10:30 a.m. Discovery and Connection
2:00 p.m. Fiber Arts

July 27
10:15 a.m. Joint Worship at St. John's UCC
NO Discovery and Connection

CHURCH COUMN

Publisher’s Note: The Council minutes
are editted for space. Ask a Council
member if you want to know more.

JUNE COUNCIL MEETING UPDATE

Three open church council positions were filled.
Those positions were opened due to the resignations
of Ronnie Carter and council president Beth
Hollingsworth. And the third empty position was from
Larry Ervin, who has not been able to participate. The
new council members are Matt Hession, Chris Scott,
and Sharon Hont. The new council president is Sharon
Hont.

Updates on action taken:

The cleaning contract has been canceled effective
July 13. We will begin volunteer cleaning Monday,
July 14. There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the
welcome center. We are looking for donations of cash,
check, or Lowe’s gift cards towards the purchase of our
own cleaning supplies, as the previous supplies were
the property of the cleaning company.

Our long-time and endeared Music Director and
Organist, Mary Loyer, has retired. She felt this was
good timing, and in light of her recent injury it just felt
right for her. There is a donation basket towards her
retirement, as well as cards that you may fill out with
a special note for Mary, to thanlzl her for her years of
service. Those are located in the welcome center.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
SCHEDULE

Have you come to a Bible study led by Pastor Debbie
yet? Those who attend say it is wonderful. We will
continue throughout the
summer months, except
for 7/23 (VBS week).
On 7/16, the 12:30 p.m.
study will be meeting at
Lion’s Pride to do “Lunch
and Learn’ instead of
meeting at the church.

BIBLE
STUDY
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Pastoral Acts

April Activities:
* Poll training and clerking for the May
election
*Eight home visits
*One hospital visit
*Wedding preparation meetings for Nace/Gross and
Hession/Gould weddings

It

Funeral

Joe Payla passed awaif\ on May 20, 2025. A service
was held at the church on May 23 with Pr. Debbie
officiating.



WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?

For the Summer months we will have
the history of the church in the display
case. Here are some highlights from the
church’s history written %y hris Golden:

Just 13 years after the Borough of Red
lion was incorporated (1880), the first
members of Grace Lutheran Church began
meeting in a pavilion in Fairmount Park.
The services were started by Rev. A.M.
Hellman of Dallastown.

At this time, Red Lion was widely known for its cigar
manufacturing industry with over 30 different cigar
factories. The population was around 700 people,
primarily made up of English Quakers and German
immigrants. Most German immigrants belonged to
the Reformed and Lutheran faith.

On June 10, 1894, the first cornerstone of the first
Grace Lutheran Church was put in place on the corner
of North Charles and West High Streets ion land that
was donated by Catherin Meyer, who is commonl
referred to as the “Mother of Red Lion.” In 1894, the
total cost to build the first church on the corner lot
was $4,819. The original congregation had 16 charter
members.

The pastors serving Grace Lutheran Church are/
were:

o  Rev. Harvey Edmund Berkey (1895-1901)
Rev. Ulysses Edmund Apple (1901-1918)
Rev. Charles Felder V. Hesse (1918-1922)
Rev. Jerome Michael Guss (1923-1930)
Rev. William C. Day (1931-1955)

Rev. Edwin Morrison Clapper (1955-1980)
Rev. Joseph W. Seitz (1981-1993)

Rev. Anne-Rose Reeves (1996-2011)

Rev. Tina Melusky (2013-2016)

Rev. Courtney Erzkus (2017-2020)

Rev. Debbie Mahady (2022-present)

DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

Our Discovery and Connection
session will be meeting from 10:30
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. following our new
summer worship schedule starting
in July. We are using the DVD series
called Creed by Adam Hamilton. We
are exploring the Apostles” Creed.
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July 6 Jesus Christ

July 13 The Holy Spirit

July20  The Church and the Communion of Saints
July 27 Joint Worship with St. John's

We have three groups for our children. One group
is for children from Pre-K through 2nd Grade. The
second group is for 3rd Grade through 5th Graders.
Our third group is for 6th through 9th graders.

GRACE CELEBRATES OUR
GRADUATES

May was our annual celebration of graduates.
Congratulations on your achievements! Here are our
graduate profiles:

High School Graduates
Kaydence Maloney is the daughter of Pamela and

Kirk Frobenius. She graduated from York County
School of Technology with a degree in commercial and
advertising arts. Kaydence’s future plans are to major
in graphic design at Pennsylvania College of Art and
Design.

Timothy Rudolf is the son of Jen Rudolf and grandson
of Richard and Geri Jacobs. He is a graduate of Red
Lion Senior High School and has a certification in
mechatronics from York County School of Technology
Adult Program. Tim’s future plans are to study
mechatronics at Penn College of Technology.

Madison Ruth is the daughter of Karen and Bernie
Ruth. She graduated from the York County School of
Technology with a cosmetology license. Her future
plans are to continue Workin%( as a hair stylist at
George’s Hair Salon in West York.

Eric Shank is the son of Larry and Denise Shank.
He is the grandson of Carole Wagner. Eric graduated
from Northeastern High School. His future plans are
to attend the Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

Higher Education Graduates

Anita Shaffer is the daughter of Neil and Lynn
Shaffer. Anita graduated from Harrisburg Area
Community College with a degree in Applied Science
Healthcare Management. Her future plans are to work
at Dallastown Medical Associates.

Ally Warntz is the daughter of Andrew and Deb
Warntz, and granddaughter of Jack and Ellen Warntz,
and Rae anclg Jeanne Williams. She graduated from
Wilkes University with a Bachelor of Science in
Biology. Ally’s future plans are to aspire to a Doctor of
Pharmacy and MBA.

Job well done graduates! We are so very proud of
you.
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LUTHERAN CAMPING

Here are the non-youth
events for the month of July at
our Lutheran camps. For more

lutherancamping.org

Elder Camp - July 6-11

at Nawakwa. This week is
specially designed for adults
55 and older. It runs alongside, and sometimes runs
circles around, our youth camp, from Sunday — Friday.

Dinner Church - July 6 at the Whittel Farm. Join us
this summer for Dinner Church, a monthly worship
gathering centered around a shared meal. Together,
we will: Eat a meal that includes food grown right here
on the farm; Sing, pray, and reflect on Holy Scripture;
and Serve and be served in love and grace. Bring a
dish to share.

Satruday Eco-Education Days - July 12 10-11:00 a.m.
at The Whittel Farm. Join us for SEEDs (Saturday Eco-
Education Days) to explore questions like these and
more through fun, hands-on learning at The Wittel
Farm.

[uly Family Camp - July 13-18 at Nawakwa. Families
of all sorts of shapes and sizes have been coming to
Nawakwa for over forty years! For two weeks each
summer, family units move into Nawakwa’s cabins
and lodges and create a unique community indeed!

Leadership Training Camp (Sponsored by the Synod)
July 20-26 at Nawakwa. Congregations are invited to

identify young leaders in grades 8-12, who display gifts
for leadership and who might like to strengthen those
gifts in service to God and others, and to recommend
them for our annual synod Leadership Training Camp
(LT Camp). Participants attend at NO COST.

information, see their website:

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter.
The vision for the newsletter is to communicate
between members in a clear and interesting format.
If you would like to submit to the newsletter
or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Pleasekeepinmind thatthedeadlineforsubmissionisthe
20th of each month for the following month’s newsletter.

BOOK CLUB

The book club is reading the
summer away! We meet every
third Thursday of the month at
6:30 p.m. in the Welcome Center.
" We have an account with the York
County Library System to get our
books on loan. If you would like to join us for a good
discussion, speak with Geri Jacobs or Jen Rudolf.

Our July pick is Sisters under the Rising Sun by
Heather Morris. Goodreads.com has this to say about
the book:

In the midst of World War II, an English musician,
Norah Chambers, places her eight-year-old daughter
Sally on a ship leaving Singapore, desperate to keep
her safe from the Japanese army as they move down
through the Pacific. Norah remains to care for her
husband and elderly parents, knowing she may never
see her child again.

Sister Nesta James, a Welsh Australian nurse, has
enlisted to tend to Allied troops. But as Singapore falls
to the Japanese she joins the terrified cargo of people,
including the heartbroken Norah, crammed aboard the
Vyner Brooke merchant ship. Only two days later, they
are bombarded from the air off the coast of Indonesia,
and in a matter of hours, the Vyner Brooke lies broken
on the seabed.

After surviving a brutal 24 hours in the sea, Nesta
and Norah reach the beaches of a remote island, only
to be captured by the Japanese and held
in one of their notorious POW camps.
The camps are places of starvation and
brutality, where disease runs rampant.
Sisters in arms, Norah and Nesta fight
side by side every day, helping whoever
they can, and discovering in themselves
and each other extraordinary reserves
of courage, resourcefulness and
determination.
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THANK YOU

A special Thank you to all of the people that
helped at the Yard Sale Food Stand or donated
baked goods for the Yard Sale. Your sharing
of your time and talents made both days a
success. It could not have been accomplished
without all of your help. Thank you!!




THE NOTEBOOKS OF JAMES HAZELWOOD
Symbolic Inteligence: What it is, and why we need it
This monthly feature is from the website: https://www.jameshazelwood.net/newsletter and is a subscription (it's free) newsletter
where Bishop Hazelwood “circumambulates around a topic involving gritty Christian Mysticism, the Depth Psychology of Carl Jung
and contemporary Post-Secular society. For more, checkout the website.

I've just returned from my annual bicycle and
camping trip with friends. Once a year a small group
of guys who have known each other for forty-five
years gathers at a secret undisclosed location. We
camp or increasingly glamp, ride bikes and spend a
week telling stories, discussing all manner of topics.
I've written about this elsewhere, as a testimony to the
Eower and need for men to gather. Each time I realize

ow important it is for me to participate in this ritual.
Like others, I need friends.

Friendships are as old as humanity, and the stories
of friends, especially among men, permeate ancient
religious literature.

Friendship is the Basis for Human Community

From the earliest moments of human civilization,
friendship has been a fundamental thread weaving
together society. In the Hebrew Bible, the relationship
between David and Jonathan stands as a profound
example of deep human connection. Their bond is
described in the First Book of Samuel as transcending
blood ties, with Jonathan loving David "as his own
soul," illustrating how true friendship can forge
connections more potent than those of familial or tribal
boundaries.

Ancient Greek philosophy further illuminated
the communal significance of friendship. Aristotle
viewed friendship as essential to the polis, arguing
that human beings are fundamentally social creatures
who can only fully realize their potential through
meaningful relationships. The Greek concept of philia
encompassed a broader understanding of friendship
than our modern notion, recognizing it as a crucial
element of ethical and political life.

Friendship Helps Shape an Ethical Life

Literary traditions across cultures have consistently
portrayed friendship as a transformative moral force.
In John Steinbeck's "Of Mice and Men," the relationship
between George and Lennie demonstrates how
friendship can elevate human compassion and moral
responsibility. George's protective care for Lennie,
despite the latter's intellectual limitations, reveals that
true friendship demands empathy, sacrifice, and a
commitment to another's well-being.

Religious texts offer similar insights, suggesting
that authentic friendship transcends convenience
and requires steadfast support during life's most
challenging moments. The Quran similarly emphasizes
the moral dimension of friendship, describing true
companions as those who guide each other toward
righteousness and compassion.

Friendship Can Mirror Our Relationship with God
Perhaps the most profound understanding of
friendship emerges when we consider its spiritual

dimensions. In the Gospel of John, Jesus dramatically
redefines friendship in divine terms, telling his
disciples, "I no longer call you servants... Instead, [have
called you friends" (John 15:15). This revolutionarK
concept suggests that divine love manifests throug
deep, reciprocal human connections.

Sufi mystical poetry, particularly the works of
Rumi, explores friendship as a metaphor for spiritual
connection. Rumi frequently describes human
friendship as a reflection of divine love, suggesting that
our most profound human connections are glimpses
of a larger, more transcendent relationship with the
divine.

The ancient Hindu text, the Bhagavad Gita,
similarly portrays friendship as a spiritual practice.
Krishna's relationship with Arjuna is not merely a
strategic alliance but a profouncf spiritual mentorslzfip,
demonstrating how true friendship can be a path to
deeper understanding of oneself and the divine.

Ultimately, friendship represents more than mere
social convenience. It is a complex and multifaceted
experience that connects us to our community, shapes
our ethical understanding, and offers a mirror to
divine love. Through friendship, we learn the most
fundamental lessons of human existence: compassion,
sacrifice, understanding, and connection.

My small group of friends isn’t as profound as some
of the figures in this essay. Sometimes we are rather
silly and trivial. Yet, occasionally, a moment of depth
breaks through, and we surprise ourselves. Perhaps
more than anything, our annual trip provides a context
in which to share our lives, our hurts, our joys, and our
sorrows. That alone makes it worthwhile.

BLOOD DRIVE

Our churchis honored to host a blood drive on July 15
from 1-5:00 p.m. Come and support this vital giving to
others in need. Sponsored by the Central Pennsylvania
Blood Bank, means all donations stay in the area.




ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

This monthly column is inspired by Erma Grim. She had a
life-long interest in Christian inspirational messages, and had a
large collection from various sources. Currently, The Beacon is
working through a book owned by Erma entitled: Between-Time
Meditations by Samuel F. Page and published by The Bethany
Press, St. Louis, MO in 1954

The Master Mu’sic_'

God is the Master Musician
He creates in his own design
Myriads of gold-toned voices

VOLUNTEERS
The biggest areas of
immediate need are cleaning

and office work.
Sign-ups are in the Welcome
Center

July Celebrabions

Birthdays
17-Mickalla Martin

01-McKenna Harrison

01-Samantha Harrison 18-Ryan Bennett
02-Kristine Cousler- 22-Mindy Fleming-
Steinke

Womack
04-Janet Becker 22-Peggy Rotz
22-Anna Wagner

From wind gently swaymg".’chﬁ_
Harmony even in mon otone

05-David Fishel

05-Jeanne Williams
06-Darla Hodson
07-Nancy Golden

24-Carole Wagner
26-Abby Snyder
26-Connie Walters

09-Dylan Rexroth
10-Jack Warntz

10-Jeri Zerance
11-James Bucher
17-Christopher Hanzlik

27-Cory Stein
28-Jacob Shaffer
29-Ava Heiss

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
- sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
July’s flowers:

' 06 - In memory of Mr & Mrs Preston

Smith, Elden Sprenkle by Andrea
Sprenkle ]
03 - In memory of Clark Jacobs by his . i i
family g We&/ﬂﬁry Anmiversaries
20 - In memory of Glenn & Ed

fo Hartman by the Hartman Family W
' 27 -In memor{ of Mr & Mrs Spurgeon

Coeyman by Mr & Mrs Coeyman &
” family
i

August’s flowers:
' 03 — In memory of Barbra's brother,
John Collins Schoomaker, our
parents Mr & Mrs M. J.
< Schoomaker & Mr & Mrs Albert
Krout, & Barbra by Gary
. -The pedestal flowers are presented
to God and in memory of Phil
Golden by Pat & the (glolden Family
10 — In memory of Rose & Bill Tomanek
by Richard Jacobs family
17 - Presented to the glory of God &
@ : to all the family members that have
= August birthdays by Crawford
famil
24 — In memory of Palmer Grim by Jean
& family

b 25 TFOR

04-James & Donna Regester e

- 07-Tom & Josie Flory f; M
44

12-Jeremy & Samantha Chrlstenberry 2
Please HT]O

15-Todd & Jennifer Osterhaus
*We strive to keep these lists accurate.
us by caﬂmg the o_ﬁice to remove or add names.
“Thank you

T
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