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A Word from Minister Bobbie 
 

The Blessings of 

Summer   

  

June invites us into a 

new season. The days 

grow longer, the sun 

shines warmer, and 

many of us are looking 

forward to vacations, 

family gatherings, and moments of rest. 

Whether we travel to the beach, spend time 

in the mountains, or simply enjoy a peaceful 

stay-cation at home with picnics, good 

books, and quiet evenings, summer offers us 

a welcome opportunity to slow down and 

be refreshed.  

  

The Psalmist reminds us:  

“Be still, and know that I am God.” — Psalm 

46:10  

In the midst of busy schedules and daily 

responsibilities, God lovingly calls us to rest — 

not only physically, but spiritually as well. 

Summer can become a sacred season for 

renewing our hearts and deepening our 

walk with the Lord.  

Resting in the Lord may include setting aside 

time each morning for prayer and Scripture 

reading, taking a quiet walk while reflecting 

on God’s creation, attending worship 

faithfully even while traveling, or simply 

sitting in silence and listening for God’s 

presence. It may mean reading a 

devotional book, sharing faith-filled 

conversations with family and friends, or 

giving thanks for the simple blessings of each 

day.  

Jesus Himself often withdrew to quiet places 

to pray and rest. He knew the importance of 

stepping away from the noise of life to be 

renewed by the Father’s presence. We too 

are invited into that same gift of renewal.  

As we enjoy the blessings of summer, may 

we remember that true refreshment comes 

not only from vacations and leisure, but most 

importantly, from abiding in Christ, who 

restores our souls.  

My prayer is that each of us will experience 

the blessing of resting in our LORD this 

summer — finding peace, renewal, joy, and 

strength in His abiding presence.  

In Christ's Love, 

Minister Bobbie  

2026 
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God’s Work, Our Hands 

 
Another Amazing CCR Story 

About 18 months ago a woman from the 

Exeter area contacted a Community 

Clothing Rack volunteer.  Her friend from 

church was accepting a foster child who 

needed immediate placement.  Our CCR 

volunteers gathered clothing, a coat, a few 

toys and books for this young boy.  When the 

items were delivered, the foster mother cried 

tears of joy.  Since that day, the woman from 

the Exeter area has been collecting clothing 

from her friends and family to donate to our 

Clothing Rack.  Last week she brought five 

bags of clothing to St. Luke.  This is only one 

story of the unique people to people 

connection we have with the community.   

This is how our Clothing Rack helps those in 

need.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Responders’ Blessing and 

Celebration 

During  our May 17th worship we celebrated 

some of our local First Responders (active or 

retired). The service was very appreciated 

by those who were able to attend.  

Picnic Time! 

 Saturday, June 27th 4:00-7:00 pm 

 Bring your Kids! 

 There will be a cornhole tourna-

ment and bingo! 

 Chicken and  drinks provided. 

Please sign up to bring a side or 

dessert by June 21st!  
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Save the Date 

• Philadelphia Avenue Street Fair 

St. Luke will once again be 

participating with a stand on Saturday, 

June 6th from 10am – 3pm. Please help 

with the stand as we interact with our 

neighbors or simply show up to support 

the cause. 

• Calling All Graduates  

We will be recognizing Graduates in 

our June 7th Service. 

 

Jesus and Milkshakes 

Does this sound like a strange title for the Women’s Bible Study?  The milkshakes with vari-

ous toppings were delicious!   Sharon Smith, our leader, tied it all together.  Just like a 

milkshake has various ingredients, we experience God’s goodness from various mo-

ments, people and experiences.  Our discussion centered on when and where we ex-

perienced God’s goodness.  Come join us on the second Tuesday evening at 7:00.   

More Crafting Fun—Just in Time for  

Father’s Day! 

 

Join us June 7th, and June 14th after 

Sunday services, for a fun and creative 

crafting event. We’ll be making unique 

gift bags and Father’s Day cards to  

celebrate the special men in your life. 

All materials will be provided, along 

with a few goodies to include in your 

gift bag. Afterward, you can  

personalize your creation by adding 

your own gifts—such as socks, a tie, a 

gift card, special treats, or anything else 

you can think of to make someone feel  

appreciated. 

Come create 

something 

meaningful 

and make  

Father’s Day  

extra special! 
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Awesomely & Wonderfully Made 

A Women’s Retreat at St. Luke  

Ladies of all ages are invited to join us for a special Women’s Retreat at St. Luke 

on Saturday, September 26, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This meaningful day together is 

completely free of charge and promises to be a time of encouragement, connection,  

renewal, and joy.  

Our theme, inspired by Psalm 139, is “Awesomely & Wonderfully Made.” The retreat will 

begin with prayer, a warm welcome, and an introduction to the day’s theme as we reflect 

on the truth that each of us is uniquely created and deeply loved by God.  

Throughout the day we will gather for three sessions: 

• Celebrate Your Design 

• Honor Others 

• Trust God’s Purpose 

Each session will be followed by small group discussion, offering time to share, reflect, and 

encourage one another in faith and friendship.  

After enjoying lunch together, participants will have the opportunity to choose from several 

activities designed to nurture body, mind, and spirit. Options will include hand massages 

and fingernail painting, chair yoga, creating a beautiful craft to take home, quiet prayer 

and reflection time, and more.  

Registration will be required, and forms will be available soon. Be sure to invite a friend, 

neighbor, daughter, mother, or sister to share in this special day together.  

We hope you will come and be blessed as we celebrate the beautiful ways God has creat-

ed each of us — awesomely and wonderfully made.  

For questions or more information, please contact Minister Bobbie at 

Min_Bobbie@outlook.com or 610 999-0173. 
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“Son”day Singers 
Thanks to the newly named “Son”day Singers, 

who presented “You Are Holy”  on Church Music 

Sunday, May 31st. On Church Music Sunday we 

sang a new hymn, “Soli Deo Gloria”, that was 

sung for two weeks as a solo - thanks, Kathy and 

Marcia!   Bach used this phrase, meaning “to 

God alone, the glory”, at the end of all his com-

positions. 

During May, we learned a Native American Alleluia, accompanied by a traditional drum. 

We will continue this Alleluia in June.  In June we will return to the “hymn-based liturgy “, 

where hymns are used throughout the Service. Thank you for your participation and keep-

ing an open mind as we learn new music to enrich our hymnody and liturgy during the Ser-

vice! Thank you for your comments after the Service, for your singing during the Ser-

vice,  and for being such good listeners during the Prelude time.  It is appreciated! 

Youth Made Rock Garden  

At our most recent youth gathering, our young people enjoyed an evening filled with pizza, 

delicious snacks, fellowship, and a meaningful conversation about faith. Together, they ex-

plored how God encouraged the Israelites to create memorials to remember His miracles, 

blessings, and faithfulness throughout their journey. These reminders helped God’s people 

remember that the Lord was always with them and would continue to guide and provide 

for them. Inspired by this lesson, the youth expressed their creativity by painting rocks and 

creating a beautiful rock garden around our Little Library. Each rock serves as a small 

reminder of God’s love, faithfulness, the fun He wants us to enjoy, and the importance of 

remembering His blessings in our lives. We invite everyone to take a moment to stop by the 

Little Library and enjoy the rock garden. We are grateful for the creativity, faith, and the joy 

our youth bring to our congregation!  

Minister Bobbie  
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June 1 Ruth Nice 

  Linda Shalaway 

June 3 Emily Gregory 

June 4 Ron Girton 

June 5 Leslie Romasco                        

June 8 Deacon Bruce Tonkin 

June 12 Kaitlin Casas 

June 14 William Barr 

June 16 Theordore Girton 

  Derek Hukari 

June 17 Ragen Schneider 

  Cassidy White 

June 18 William Girton 

  Joshua Harris 

June 19 Russell Girton 

  Ridge Johnson 

June 25 Rick Ingram  

June 26 Darrin Girton 

June 27 Natalie White 

 

June 2 Scouts 7:00 PM                                                    

June 3 CCR Donations 9:00 AM to Noon                  

  Worship & Music 2:00 PM 

June 4  Scouts 6:30 PM 

June 5 AA 8:30 PM                                                        

June 7  2nd Sunday after Pentecost 9:30AM            

June 9 Scouts 7:00 PM 

June 10 CCR Donations 9:00 AM to Noon                 

June 11 Council Meeting 6:45 pm                               

June 12  AA Meeting 8:30 PM  

June 14  3rd Sunday after Pentecost 9:30 AM           

June 16  Scouts 7:00 PM  

June 17  CCR Donations 9:00 AM to Noon 

June 18  Scouts 6:30 PM                                                

June 19  AA Meeting 8:30 PM                                        

June 21  4th Sunday after Pentecost 9:30 AM 

June 23  Scouts 7:00 PM                                                

June 24  CCR Donations 9:00 to Noon  

June 26  AA Meeting 8:30 PM                                     

June 27  Girl Scouts Car Wash                                          

  Church Picnic 4:00 to 7:00 PM                                   

June 28  5th Sunday after Pentecost 9:30 AM 

June 30  Scouts 7:00 PM  

                  Sponsors  

There are open slots for sponsoring the 

Flowers, Communion Elements, 

Sanctuary Lamp and Bulletins for our 

weekly worship services in 2026. 

 

Communion Elements, Sanctuary 

Lamp and Bulletins are a $10 donation.  

Flowers are purchased and brought to 

the sanctuary.  Please see the sponsor 

form on the bulletin board for open 

dates or call the church office if you 

would like to sponsor a date. You can 

always put a note in Christine’s 

mailbox in the library. 

St. Luke Calendar 

Wedding Anniversaries 

June 4 Clint & Andrea Moyer 

June 11 Cory & Cathy Shalaway 

June 14 Rick & Eleanor Smith 

June 15 George & Brenda Jacob 

June 23 Ron & Connie Hukari 

June 26 David & Karen Girton 

June 27 Howard & Debra Houseknecht 
 

If you celebrate an anniversary but it is not listed or have any other 

corrections, please contact the church office. 

June Birthdays 

When all else fails, take a vacation. 

— Betty Williams 
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St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church   
35 Wilson Ave. PO Box 338 
Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

St. Luke Lutheran Church Congregational Council Meeting Minutes  

May 14, 2026 

The meeting was called to order at 6:49 pm by Council President Leslie Romasco. 

Attendance: Minister Bobbie Hoffman, Leslie Romasco, Scott Moyer, John Bealer, Donna 

Biehl, Donna Conrad, Dave Durante, Pete Huber and Connie Hukari. 

Excused: Vince Harris and Tom Undercuffler 
Adoption of Current Agenda 

The agenda for the meeting was approved with a motion by John Bealer and seconded 

by Donna Conrad. The motion passed. 
Approval of Minutes from Previous Council Meeting 

Minutes of the previous meeting of April 9, 2026 were approved with a motion by Donna 

Conrad and seconded by John Bealer. The motion passed. 

Devotions were led by John Bealer. 

Sharing was held. 
Unfinished/Old Business  

Organist/Music Director – John Bealer discussed a meeting that was held with Bruce Ton-

kin, Leslie Romasco, Minister Bobbie and John. He relayed the offer to Bruce of $300/week 

and four weeks vacation. They discussed the job responsibilities with Bruce and after the 

discussion, Bruce accepted the position.  
Reports 

Pastor’s Report – Minister Bobbie reported that she will be officiating a wedding at the 

church on June 19.  Sunday, May 17, the youth will be gathering for a rock painting event 

at the church. The rocks will be placed outside of the church, including around the little 

library. Bobbie notified council that she will be at St. James on Sunday, May 31 and Den-

nis Faust will lead our service. As of the council meeting, only one new member has come 

forward. She is a resident of St. Luke Knoll. Also, Emily Geiger will be recognized on June 7 

in the blessing for graduates. Minister Bobbie offered her thanks to the finance committee 

for working with her on a retirement fund.  Minister Bobbie continues to work with Sharon 

Smith on our free women’s retreat scheduled for September. 

Treasurer’s Report – Scott presented and reviewed the report with Council. A motion was 

made by Connie Hukari to accept the report, seconded by Dave Girton. The motion 

passed. 
Committees 

Worship & Music – A written report was submitted. The Technology Committee recom-

mended by the Worship and Music Committee was discussed. The goal of the committee 

is to address current technology and sound system issues. Council was in favor of forming 

a committee. 

Evangelism – The first responders’ service is scheduled for Sunday. The police department, 

ambulance and fire department has been invited. To date, no responses have been re-

ceived. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for the Boyertown Street Fair scheduled for 

June 6. 

Social Ministry – A written report was submitted. 
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Stewardship – No report. 

Mutual Ministry – No report. 

Property – Dave Girton suggested rather than moving the bulletin boards that are currently 

on the walls by the green room, that we purchase additional boards to be placed in the hall-

ways leading to memorial hall. The property committee will look into additional bulletin 

boards. 

Finance – Minister Bobbie’s pension has been organized through Thrivent. Finance has looked 

into the workers compensation insurance coverage for Minister Bobbie. It was determined 

that she is 100% covered at St. Luke. St. James will look into using the same insurance compa-

ny that St. Luke uses for this insurance. Pete reported that there is currently $158,978 reported 

as undesignated cash. A recommendation was made to take $50,000 of the undesignated 

cash and start a Future Vision Fund (minimum balance is $50,000). This fund could serve as a 

capital improvement fund. A vote was held and the recommendation was approved. Motion 

carried. 

Audit – No report. 

Endowment – Pete reviewed with council the minutes from the May 5 endowment commit-

tee meeting. $7,200 was allotted for endowments for the year. 11 applications were received. 

A recommendation was made to approve 9 of the 11 applications submitted. The two addi-

tional applications will be deferred for a future time. A vote was taken and the recommenda-

tion was approved. 

Parish Life – No report. 

Youth Group – No report. 

Christian Ed – No report. 

Organizations 

The Community Clothing Rack – Scott Moyer made a recommendation to council that the 

CCR partner with Turnkey Enterprises and utilize them for the distribution of the clothing that 

the CCR does not use. Turnkey will place a shed at the church near the CCR at no cost. Turn-

key and the CCR will each have a key to the shed. The CCR will place any clothing they did 

not distribute through the CCR in the shed to be picked up once a week by Turnkey. They will 

then sort the clothing and distribute any that is still in fair condition and dispose of the rest. 

Scott will contact Turnkey to see if the door to the shed can be locked for CCR use only and 

a sign placed on the shed that it is for CCR use only. The concern is that those dropping off 

donations to the CCR will put them in or around the shed rather than giving them directly to 

the volunteers. Connie Hukari made a motion to accept the recommendation contingent 

upon what Scott learns from Turnkey. The motion was seconded by Pete Huber. The motion 

passed. 

Scouts/Girl Scouts – No report. 

Community Connections/St. Luke Knolls – No report. 
New Business 

Clothing recycling bin for St. Luke CCR use – report is listed under the CCR section of the 

minutes. 

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 9:06 pm 

We concluded with prayer by John Bealer 

Our next meeting is Thursday, June 11, 2026 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Biehl 
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                                           Worship Leader Schedule 

Date 
Worship 

Leader 
Lector Ushers Audio Visual 

Office  

Volunteer 

June 7 
Min. Bobbie  

Hoffman 

Mike 

Romasco 

Larry Billger 

Terry Conrad 
Miker Ferraro 

Cindy Bealer 

(June 4) 

June 14 
Min. Bobbie 

Hoffman 
Carol Geiger 

Garry Fronheiser 

Ron Hukari 
Ron Hukari 

Pat Hallman 

(June 11) 

June 21 
Min. Bobbie 

Hoffman 
Pat Hallman 

Dave Girton 

Pete Huber 
Ron Ball 

Donna Biehl 

(June 18) 

June 28 
Min. Bobbie 

Hoffman 
Emily Geiger 

Larry Billger 

Terry Conrad 
Mike Ferraro 

Cindy Bealer 

(June 25)  

Sacristan for June — Sandra Quicksell & Karen L. Girton 

May Attendance 

May 3 49 

May 10 56 

May 17 65 

May 24 51 

May 31 58 

2026 Yearly Average 50.9 

2025 Yearly Average  48.9 

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

35 Wilson Ave., P.O. Box 338 

Gilbertsville PA, 19525 

610-367-9738 

stluke19525@outlook.com 

stlukegilbertsville.org 

“Bethlehem was God with us, Calvary was God for us, and Pentecost is God in us.”  Robert Baer 

https://stlukegilbertsville.org/home

