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GOD

WE BELIEVE that there is but one true and living God, who exists in three persons - Father,
Son and Holy Spirit - each possessing all the attributes of deity and deserving of our
worship and obedience. In the beginning God created out of nothing the universe and all
things therein, thus manifesting the glory of His power, wisdom and goodness.

By His sovereign power, He continues to sustain His creation. By His providence, He is
operating throughout history to fulfill His plan of redemption. (Genesis 1:1, 26-27, 3:22;
Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14)

JESUS CHRIST

WE BELIEVE that Jesus Christ - the second Person of the Trinity - Came to earth to pay the
debt for man's soul. Having been born of a virgin, Jesus lived a sinless life, and was
therefore qualified to pay for our sins by dying on the cross as our Substitute. He literally
and physically rose from the dead and ascended to the right hand of the Father where He
now mediates as our Advocate and High Priest. We teach that Jesus will return to earth,
personally and visibly, to consummate history and judge all mankind according to the
eternal plan of God. (Philippians 2:1-11; Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5, 14:10-30;
Hebrews 4:14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Romans 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14-15; Titus
2:13)

HOLY SPIRIT

WE BELIEVE The Holy Spirit is a divine person, coequal with the Father and the Son in all
the divine attributes. A natural outgrowth of a genuine saving relationship with Jesus
Christ is a life of holiness and obedience. This is attained by believing as they submit to
the Holy Spirit. The Spirit indwells every believer and equips him or her for personal
growth and service in the church. He becomes the source of assurance, sanctification,
strength, and wisdom for every believer. The Holy Spirit will enable believers to walk as
children of God ought to walk. Christians are endowed with spiritual gifts through the
sovereign act of the Holy Spirit. These gifts are intended to strengthen the church and
glorify Christ. Each believer is marked with a seal, The Holy Spirit, who is a deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance. (John 14:16-17, 16:7-13; 2 Corinthians 3:17; Acts 1:8;

1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; Ephesians 1:13-14, 5:1; Galatians 5:25)
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BIBLE

WE BELIEVE the sole basis of our belief is found in the Bible, composed of sixty-six books
of the Old and New Testaments. We believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God,
and that it was given through chosen men. Scripture speaks with the authority of God
and reflects the backgrounds, styles and vocabularies of the human authors. It is the final
authority on all matters of faith and practice. (Psalm 12:6; 119:105, 160; Proverbs 30:5;
Matthew 22:37-40; 2 Timothy 1:13; 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21)

MAN & SIN

WE BELIEVE human beings are made in the image of God (e.g. spiritually, volitionally and
emotionally). As image-bearers of God, every person matters to God. We are God's
supreme purpose for creation. Yet, because of Adam's sin, we are a fallen people and
dead in our sin. Sin separates mankind from the Holy God. Therefore, every individual
needs God to awaken their dead heart. (Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6, 59:1-2;
John 3:16; Romans 3:23; Ephesians 2:1)

ETERNITY

WE BELIEVE that Heaven and Hell are real. People were created to exist forever. We will
either exist eternally experiencing the wrath of God, or eternally with God through
forgiveness and salvation. Hell is a physical and eternal place where God will unleash His
wrath on those that suppress the truth of the gospel. To be eternally in union with Him is
eternal life. Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence. (John 3:16, 14:17; Romans
1:18, 6:23, 8:17-18; Revelation 20:15; 1 Corinthians 2:7-9)

SALVATION

WE BELIEVE the central purpose of God's revelation in Scripture is to call all people into a
relationship with Himself. Originally created to have fellowship with God, man defied
God, choosing to go his independent way, and therefore was alienated from God.
Because of this, man cannot save himself. Therefore, the salvation of mankind is wholly a
work of God's free grace, not the result in whole or in part of human works or goodness.
This salvation is a gift, made available through faith in Jesus Christ as a believer repents of
his sins, confesses his faith, and is baptized by immersion into Him. (Romans 3:23, 6:23,
10:9; John 1:12, 3:16, 14:6; Acts 2:38; Romans 5:1, 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5;
Galatians 3:26)
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BAPTISM

WE BELIEVE baptism by immersion symbolizes the death, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus. Baptism is the public declaration that one has accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior. Baptism was commanded by Jesus and practiced by the New Testament church.
Biblically, whenever someone believed and repented, they were baptized. Any immersed
believer may perform a baptism. (Matthew 3:16, 28:19-20; Mark 16:16; John 3:23;
Colossians 2:12; Acts 8:36, 9:18, 16:13-15; Romans 6:1-14; Ephesians 4:4-6)

COMMUNION

WE BELIEVE the Lord's Supper is the commemoration and proclamation of His death until
He comes again. Though the elements of communion, bread and juice, are only
representative of the flesh and blood of Christ, the Lord's Supper is nevertheless an
actual communion with the risen Christ, who is present in a unique way, fellowshipping
with His people. (Matthew 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-29)

ELDERS

WE BELIEVE elders are leaders responsible to oversee the mission and activities of the
local church. We believe the Bible teaches the equal value of men and women. We
believe that both men and women are called to lead in many ways. Yet, God designed the
world with order. The Bible teaches that He created men and women to complement
each other, and so defines roles and responsibilities within marriage, the family, and the
church. In the home, God makes men ultimately responsible and accountable. In
harmony with this, God holds men ultimately responsible for the church, designating
them to serve as elders. (1 Corinthians 11:1-12; 1 Timothy 3:2-7; Titus 1:6-9)

DEACONS
WE BELIEVE that deacons are those men appointed of God in the New Testament: serving
as ordained servants in appointed areas of church life. (Acts 6:1-7; 1 Timothy 3:8-13)

THE CHURCH

A relationship with Jesus Christ causes all believers to become members of His body, the
Church. The Scripture commands believers to gather together to devote themselves to
worship, prayer, teaching the Word, to observe the ordinances commanded by Jesus
Christ, fellowship, service to the body through the development and use of talents and
gifts and outreach to the world. Wherever God's people meet regularly in obedience to
His command, there is the local expression of the Church. Under the protection and
oversight of the elders, its members are to work together in love and unity, with the
ultimate purpose of glorifying Christ and making disciples of all nations. (Acts 2:42-47;
Ephesians 4:1-16; | Corinthians 12:12-31)
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MARRIAGE

WE BELIEVE that God, the Creator, designed marriage for our good. As Creator, He alone
is qualified to define marriage. We believe that Biblical marriage has only one meaning;
the uniting of one man and one woman in a covenant relationship for life. Marriage
between a man and a woman provides the biblical framework for unique companionship,
for sexual intimacy, and the means for procreation.

East River Park Christian Church biblically defines “male and female” as the accepted
definition by over 6,000 years of Judeo-Christianity. We define male and female as those
biologically, anatomically and genetically different.

It is imperative that all persons employed by the church in any capacity, or who serve as
volunteers or as members of any governing or administrative board of the church, should
abide by and agree to this Statement on Marriage and conduct themselves accordingly.
We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake
their sin, seeking his mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.

It is impermissible to the principals of the church, and beliefs and behaviors expected of
our members and employees, to conduct, recognize, encourage or support any
purported "marriage" that does not comply with the accepted definition of "marriage" set
forth in this statement. (Genesis 1:27, 2:20-24; Mark 10:6; Hebrews 13:4)

SEXUALITY

WE BELIEVE all sexual activity outside of biblical marriage (premarital sex, adultery,
homosexual practices, fornication, lesbianism, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest,
pornography, polygamy, and attempting to change one's biological sex or otherwise
acting upon any disagreement with one's biological sex) are outside of God's will and
therefore destructive. The Bible considers all such destructive behavior sin. (Genesis 2:24;
Leviticus 18:22-24; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 19:4-6; Romans 1:24-29; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10)

ABORTION
WE BELIEVE in the sanctity of human life, that life begins at conception, and that life

continues until natural death. We believe the unborn child is a precious life created in
God's image and abortion constitutes the unjustified and unexcused taking of this life.
(Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 127:3, 139:13-16; Isaiah 44:24; Ephesians 2:10)



