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he GOSPEL (the message about Jesus Christ) is not meant to be hard or complicated, but
it might be difficult to accept. The Gospel begins at the beginning of time. God created
the heavens and the earth and He created everything perfect. Morally perfect.

Physically perfect. Nothing out of place.

ight away something went wrong. God Almighty gave His created human beings a
precious gift... free will. Adam and Eve (the first people) used that free will to do what
they wanted against what God had said was right. They did wrong. They erred. That
wrong and error is called SIN. Sin separated human beings from God.

creation. Sin ruined everything. Sinful people could no longer interact with the Holy
God. Sickness happened. Thorns and storms and disasters happened. God, in His

l ' known to Adam and Eve, serious CONSEQUENCES flooded into their lives and

infinite wisdom and knowledge, knew this would happen. He made us anyway.

alvation was needed. FORGIVENESS was needed. The sin that had happened... and
continued to happen... needed to be made right, paid for, and satisfied. Sin creates a
debt between people and God. God, in His wisdom and knowledge, also knew that we

could not earn salvation or argue for it or luck into it. God revealed His plan for us.

purpose. The whole purpose of Jesus’ life was to offer us REDEMPTION, GRACE,

he plan of God centers on Him coming to Earth Himself to fix what was broken. God sent
Himself as a human being. He sent His Son, Jesus, to live perfectly and to die on
FORGIVENESS, and FREEDOM FROM GUILT.



Christianity is based on faith in Jesus Christ. Some of the earliest Christians put together a small
poem about what beliefs are essential for Christians.

What do Christians believe? Our church does not use creeds, but this might be helpful to introduce
you to Jesus.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended
to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Christians believe...

... the Eternal God created all life and everything we see and everything that exists.

... Jesus is 100% God.

... Jesus was 100% a physical person born from Mary, but conceived by God.

... Jesus willingly physically suffered and died.

... The purpose of the death of Jesus was to pay for our sins as our substitute.

... All Christians are bound together united (little ‘c’ catholic means united) by the Holy Spirit.
... OQur sins are forgiven only because of what Jesus did on the cross.

... Jesus physically rose from the dead.

... Jesus will come back one day at Judgement time.

... Jesus offers believers eternal life which means our souls are with God in Heaven forever.

What questions do you have about the above statements?

What further questions do you have?

What do you believe about God?
What do you believe about Jesus?

What do you believe about the condition of your soul?




Definition of some terms:

“Christ” = The title for Jesus (not His last name) meaning He was the promised Messiah who
would come and save people from their sins. Messiah and Christ are the same word from
different languages and both mean “the anointed one.”

“Grace” = unmerited favor from God to us

“Heaven” = the perfect place where God is

“Lord” = A title given to Jesus to indicate that His way of living will be followed. His way of living
is described in detail in the 66 books of the Bible, especially the first 4 of the New Testament.

“Savior” = the one providing the means for forgiveness of sins, Jesus Christ

HOW DO | BECOME A CHRISTIAN?

Acts 2:36-38 (from the Bible) says, "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." >’ When the people heard this, they were cut to
the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 3 peter replied,
"Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

FAITH: This is more than just agreeing something is true. It involves commitment and deep trust.
It is something we build our lives around and becomes the center of our worldview. We believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the son of the Living God and is our Lord and Savior.

REPENTANCE: We recognize that we have sinned (missed the mark) and have been separated
from God. Through sin we alienate ourselves from God and from other people. We have
disobeyed God. We confess this freely and vow to turn from that way of living.

BAPTISM: We offer ourselves for baptism by immersion. This represents our death to our old
self, burial, and resurrection to a new life in Jesus Christ. This is also reminiscent of the baptism of
Jesus in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. It is the baptism practiced by the early church.

FORGIVENESS: Forgiveness comes at baptism. We fully accept the forgiveness of God for all that
we have done. Daily we continue to ask God for forgiveness for we recognize ourselves as sinful by
nature and desire to have God cleanse us from those things that keep us from Him and His
blessings.

HOLY SPIRIT: The Holy Spirit then commences in every believer after baptism into the Church, the
Living Body of Christ. The Holy Spirit becomes our Comforter, Counselor, and Sustainer and helps
us to remember all the things that Jesus has taught and continues to teach us daily.



Forty-One Reasons You Should Be Baptized
By Dr. James E. Smith

A believer’s baptism is an important moment in their spiritual life according to the Bible. Study the
following references on the subject. If you are a believer and have never obeyed Christ in baptism
you should seek out a faithful Christian to immerse you.

1. BECAUSE JESUS COMMANDED IT. He commanded his disciples to baptize those whom they had
taught (Matt 28:19). The implication is that those who have been taught the gospel should willingly
submit to baptism.

2. BECAUSE JESUS MODELED IT. Though sinless he walked seventy miles to be baptized by John in
the river Jordan in order to fulfill all righteousness (Matthew 3:13-15). If it was the right thing for
him to do, how much more is it vital for sinners such as we all are.

3. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS COUPLED WITH FAITH AND LINKED TO SALVATION IN THE TEACHING OF
JESUS. "He who believes and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16).

4. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS LINKED WITH REPENTANCE AND THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS IN THE
TEACHING OF THE APOSTLES. "Repent and be baptized for the remission (forgiveness) of sins." (Acts
2:38).

5. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS ESSENTIAL TO RECEIVING THE "GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT" (Acts 2:38). See
also Acts 19:3-5.

6. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM OUR SINS ARE WASHED AWAY (Acts 22:16), not by the water, but by the
blood of Jesus.

7. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD. "Arise and be baptized, calling on
the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). Baptism is like an action prayer. In this act we call upon God to
fulfill all the promises which he has made to us through Christ. Such calling upon the Lord is
essential to our salvation.

8. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE ARE BROUGHT INTO SPIRITUAL CONTACT WITH THE BLOOD OF JESUS.
We are "baptized into his death" where his precious blood was shed (Romans 6:3).

9. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE ACT OUT THE BURIAL OF JESUS (Romans 6:4). We are "buried with
him."

10. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE ACT OUT THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS (Romans 6:4). We are raised
with him.

11. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE MARK THE FORMAL BEGINNING OF A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST (Romans
6:4). After our baptism we walk in "newness of life."



12. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE COME “INTO JESUS CHRIST" where there is salvation and blessing
(Romans 6:3; Galatians 3:27).

13. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE DEMONSTRATE OUR HOPE IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE RIGHTEOUS
(Romans 6:5).

14. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE "PUT ON CHRIST" (Galatians 3:27). As a garment provides protection
from the elements, so Christ provides spiritual protection to those who wear him. As a uniform
identities a soldier as the member of a particular army, so the one who puts on Christ testifies to the
world of his spiritual allegiance.

15. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE COMPLETE THE PROCESS OF THE NEW BIRTH which began when the
Holy Spirit-inspired word was implanted in our hearts (John 3:5).

16. BECAUSE BEING BORN OF WATER AND THE SPIRIT IS ESSENTIAL to entering Christ's kingdom of
salvation. "Except a man be born of the water and the Spirit he cannot enter the kingdom of
heaven" (John 3:5).

17. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE EXPERIENCE THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST in which the sins of the
flesh are removed in the sight of God (Colossians 2:11-12).

18. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM WE ARE "RAISED WITH HIM" through faith in the operation of God, i.e,,
baptism demonstrates in the physical realm our faith about what God is doing in the spiritual realm
When we are baptized (Colossians 2:12).

19. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS A NECESSARY PREREQUISITE TO BE COUNTED AMONG THE FOLLOWERS OF
CHRIST. "Those who received his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to
their number that day" (Acts 2:41).

20. BECAUSE EVEN HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST IN WATER
BAPTISM. After Cornelius and his household were baptized in the Holy Spirit, Peter "ordered that
they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 10:48).

21. BECAUSE EVEN THE BAPTISM OF JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR BAPTISM (Acts
19:3). Merely being immersed in water is not baptism.

22. BECAUSE WHEN PEOPLE IN THE FIRST CENTURY BELIEVED THE GOSPEL THEY WERE BAPTIZED
IMMEDIATELY (Acts 8:36; 19:5). The action must have been considered very important.

23. BECAUSE BAPTISM WAS A PROMINENT PART OF THE PREACHING ABOUT JESUS. Philip preached
"Jesus" to the Ethiopian. As part of his message he must have spoken of the importance of baptism.

At the first opportunity the Ethiopian asked "See, here is water. What would hinder me from being
baptized" (Acts 8:35-36).



24. BECAUSE IF ONE BELIEVES THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, THERE IS
NOTHING TO HINDER HIS BAPTISM (Acts 8:36-37). This means that those incapable of believing in
Jesus are not proper candidates for baptism. While teaching about the significance of baptism is
important, one need not know all there is to know on the subject because he submits to the Lord in
this act.

25. BECAUSE BAPTISM LEADS TO A REALIZATION THAT ONE HAS OBEYED THE LORD, HENCE TO JOY
(Acts 8:39). The newly baptized Ethiopian "went on his way rejoicing."

26. BECAUSE BAPTISM, BEING THE FINAL ACT OF A SERIES OF INITIAL RESPONSES TO THE GOSPEL,
SAVES US. The Apostle Peter declared "baptism now saves us" (1 Peter 3:21).

27. BECAUSE IN BAPTISM ONE IS FOLLOWING THE PROMPTING OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE. It is
evidence that one is sincerely trying to do exactly what the Lord commanded (1 Peter 3:21).

28. BECAUSE WE ARE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME (BY THE AUTHORITY) OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY
SPIRIT (Mathew 28:19). Baptism is the only act commanded by all three persons of the Godhead.

29. BAPTISM IS THE NATURAL RESULT OF HAVING BELIEVED THE PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS
ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD. "When they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized..." (Acts 8: 12).

30. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS REQUIRED OF ALL BELIEVERS REGARDLESS OF SEX OR RACE OR ECONOMIC
STATUS. "... they were baptized, both men and women" (Acts 8:12). "We were all baptized into one
body, whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free" (1 Corinthians 12:13).

31. BECAUSE WE ARE BAPTIZED IN (OR INTO) THE NAME OF THE LORD AND KING JESUS (Acts 8: 16).
Jesus is Lord, and baptism is the pledge of our loyalty to our new King.

32. BECAUSE MIRACULOUS HEALING IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR OBEDIENCE IN BAPTISM (Acts 9:18).
Miraculous events do not prove that our sins have been forgiven. God's gracious actions should
make one even more anxious to obey this simple command.

33. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS THE NATURAL RESPONSE OF A HEART OPENED BY THE LORD (Acts 16: 14-
15). Through the gospel the Lord opened Lydia's heart to respond to Paul's message. She responded
by being baptized.

34. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS COUPLED WITH FAITH IN THE REPORTS OF SALVATION IN THE BOOK OF
ACTS. "Many of the Corinthians heard him [Paul], believed, and were baptized" (Acts 18:8).

35. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS THE ANTETYPE OF THE CROSSING OF THE RED SEA (1 Corinthians 10:2).
Just as Israel left the bondage of Egypt by passing through the sea, so we also leave the bondage of
sin to enter into a new relationship with God in baptism.



36. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS THE ANTETYPE OF THE WATERS OF NOAH'S FLOOD (1 Peter 3:20-21). Just
as the waters removed Noah from a sinful world, so in baptism we pass from a sinful state to a
forgiven state.

37. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS THE RESULT OF THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT ON THE HEART AND MIND
THROUGH THE WORD. "We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body" (1 Corinthians 12:13).

38. BECAUSE THERE IS ONE BAPTISM which has been required since the first century and shall be
required until the Lord returns. "One Lord, one faith, one baptism" (Ephesians 4:5).

39. BECAUSE BEFORE WE DRAW NEAR IN OUR SERVICE AS PRIESTS TO GOD, OUR BODIES MUST BE
WASHED AS WELL AS HEARTS SPRINKLED. "let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our
bodies washed with pure water" (Hebrews 10:22). The text suggests that the sprinkling of the heart
for cleansing and the washing of the body take place simultaneously.

40. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS ONE OF THREE CONTEMPORARY WITNESSES TO THE DEITY OF CHRIST. "For
there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the water and the blood; and the three agree in
one" (I John 5:8). For nearly twenty centuries the act of baptism has been picturing the central fact
of redemption, viz., the burial and resurrection of Christ. The Spirit witnesses through the Word. The
Lord's Supper bears testimony to the blood.

41. BECAUSE BAPTISM IS THE GRACIOUS PROVISION OF A GRACIOUS GOD. "He saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy, he saved us through the
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5). The text suggests that the renewal by
the Holy Spirit follows the washing of rebirth (baptism).
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What further questions do you have about those 41 reasons? o
It is important to make

What do you believe about God? sure you know what
and why you believe,

What do you believe about Jesus? but at the same time
you don’t have to have

What do you believe about the condition of your soul? everything figured out.

Other Bible passages that might be helpful:

John 14:6

“Jesus answered, ‘l amthew__ and thet and the | . No one comes to the Father
e through Me.””

1John 1:9-10

“If we ¢ our s , He is faithful and just and will forgive us our s and purify us
from all unrighteousness. '° If we claim we have not s , we make Him out to be a liar and His

word has no place in our lives.”

1John 2:1-6

My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one
who speaks to the Father in our d -- Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. > He is the atoning
S for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. > We know
that we have come to know Him if we obey His commands. * The man who says, "I know him," but
does not do what He commands is a liar, and the t is not in him. > But if anyone obeys His

word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: ® Whoever
claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.

The account of Jesus Christ being crucified is found in four books in the Bible that focus on the birth,
life, ministry, and death of Jesus. Think of the four books as four different complementary
witnesses about the same events. They are the first 4 of the New Testament:

Matthew 26:36 - 28:20 As you read about Jesus...

Mark 14:32 - 16:7 Do you see that Jesus willingly was arrested and died?

Luke 22:39 - 24:53 What do you notice about what Jesus said while on the
cross?

John 18:1-20:31
Is it different than what you thought?




Becoming a Christian:
Becoming a Christian means you believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior.

#1 Come forward at the end of any church service during the invitation time.
#2 Repeat the confession: “I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”
#3 Be immersed.

Sometimes if you have chatted with a minister or Christian family member before hand the
confession of faith is done in the baptistery before the baptism. It’s not meant to be hard. Coming
to Jesus Christ is the most important decision you can ever make!

What happens next?

You begin to grow in faith. You begin to explore and understand what it means to be a Christian.
Life is different now. Life now is lived with Jesus Christ at the center. There are some areas or
disciplines you can begin right away to help as you build your relationship with Jesus Christ. Bible
study will become important as the Bible explains all about God.

Church Attendance

Church Attendance means “consistent weekly attendance.” Consistent means 3 of 4 Sundays in a
month or 75-80%. Weekly means Sundays.

Hebrews 10:24-25 “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.
%> et us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Small Group Participation

A small group is different from a large worship service in that it is a smaller group of people where
guestions can be asked and answered about the Bible, discussion can occur, and a deeper level of
fellowship can develop like in a family. A small group allows for community to be developed among
people like a family.

For example...

Levels of Small Group Involvement: (in addition to consistent service attendance)
Level 1: Attend Sunday School «

Level 2: Attend Sunday School + Attend another small group (maybe Wednesdays) 44
Level 3: Attend/Teach Sunday School + Attend/Teach another small group



Church Membership

Once you become a Christian and are baptized in the church, you are a member of that church. You
of course can go to any church you choose, but usually people are automatically members of the
church in which they are baptized.

Once a person becomes a “member” of the church (through baptism or through transfer of
membership from another congregation) there are some expectations and assumptions that go
along with membership:

You want to grow in your faith in Jesus Christ

You want to share your faith with others

You will volunteer to serve in the church

You will volunteer in the community seeking to spread the Gospel

You will tithe to the church

You will attend services, small groups, and other events regularly

You identify and agree with the doctrine and teachings of the church

You will not encourage others in the church in sinful lifestyles

You will have people that care about you and your spiritual life

You will accept the leadership of church leaders

“Church is not a ‘club,” but a community and mostly a family”

“Church is not the building, it is the people.”

“Church is the Body of Christ.”

“Church membership does not mean salvation.”

Service Inside and Outside the Church

At CCC we are constantly trying to push ourselves to serve in the areas that God has gifted us. We

value passions + talents + gifts + God’s promptings to lead us where we should serve. We want you
to serve where God has gifted you. Period.

Avenues to Spiritual Growth for the Christian:
Bible Study alone and in groups Listening to Christian Radio
Prayer alone and in groups Consistent Worship

Fellowship with other Christians Retreats and Conferences

Accountability with other Christians Reading good Christian Books




What do | do after | am baptized?
How do | mature in my relationship with the Lord?

The following items are suggestions on how to dig deep into faith and to discover God. A
relationship with God is different for each person, but basics remain for the Christian faith. They
are in no particular order or significance.

Pray for 10 minutes in the morning and in the evening.

Offer the same short prayer throughout the day. Most likely a Bible verse such as Psalm 51:10,
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit in me.”

Set aside 1 hour a day without distractions to focus on Bible reading, prayer, silence, and solitude.

Write out prayers in a journal. Write out letters to God telling Him how you feel. Keep track of
them so that you can see how God is answering prayer.

Try a “flash” prayer. When you see someone or you are in a certain place, stop right then and
pray with them or for them. Pray for the place and the people in it.

Work on taming your tongue and speaking only when necessary.

Fast from TV for a week. By not watching TV for a week, you will see how much time
entertainment fills your life and how it influences you. Fill the time you would have spent
watching TV with family or a new hobby or Bible study.

Write out confessions to God in a journal.

Pray as you jog, swim, or play a sport.

Do a “treasure” check in your life. Are there material things that you prize way too much? Do
you have an abundance of something that could be sold or donated? Practice giving things away.

Resolve to make two positive, encouraging, or loving comments for every negative remark you
make.

Pray that the Holy Spirit would be active in your life. Do you feel the presence of the Spirit in
your life? Pray that the Holy Spirit would be present and active in you.

Attend Sunday School or small groups to connect with other Christians in a meaningful way.

Give 10% (called a tithe) of your income to God on a regular basis through the church.




What do | do after | am baptized?
How do | mature in my relationship with the Lord?

The following items are suggestions on how to dig deep into faith and to discover God. A
relationship with God is different for each person, but basics remain for the Christian faith. They
are in no particular order or significance.

Attend Church worship services regularly. Worship, communion, giving/tithing, listening to the
Word, music, and prayer in a community are an important part of being a Christian.

Do a kind deed without anyone knowing.

Good Christian Books to read (other than the Bible):
Crazy Love by Frances Chan
Praying Jesus’ Way by Brian J. Dodd
Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster
Good to Great in God’s Eyes by Chip Ingram
Jesus the King by Timothy Keller
Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell
The Screwtape Letters by CS Lewis
Basic Christianity by John RW Stott
The Knowledge of the Holy by AW Tozer
Messy Spirituality by Mike Yaconelli
The Jesus | Never Knew by Philip Yancey

Talk about your faith in Christ with a friend or relative.

Write a verse of Scripture on an index card and place in on a mirror or in your car. Look at it often
and think on it.

Study the Bible in depth on a regular basis by yourself and in groups.
Learn to rest.

Make sure at communion time that you are focusing on Jesus and His sacrifice. Self-examination,
confession, and prayer are important parts of communion time.

Serve in the Church in one area once a week.
Go to a Christian conference or a get-away weekend that focuses on your relationship with God.

Listen to Christian radio on a regular basis.




What do | do after | am baptized?
How do | mature in my relationship with the Lord?

The following items are suggestions on how to dig deep into faith and to discover God. A
relationship with God is different for each person, but basics remain for the Christian faith. They
are in no particular order or significance.

Memorize the order of the 66 Books of the Bible.

Good Bible verses to memorize:
Ephesians 4:32
John 3:16
Philippians 4:8
Proverbs 3:5-6
Genesis 1:1

Isaiah 9:6

Isaiah 40:8

Isaiah 40:28
Revelation 3:20
Ephesians 2:8-9

2 Corinthians 5:17
Romans 8:38-39
Exodus 20:1-17
James 1:22

Luke 16:13
Hebrews 12:1-2
Micah 6:8

Download “YouVersion” or “Blue Letter Bible” on your smart phone or tablet.
Make sure you have a Bible translation that you can read and understand. Suggestions (they go

by letter acronyms) for you might be: NKJV, ESV, NIV, CSB, HCSB. These 5 have easy readability. It
is the same Bible, just translates it a little different (slang for example).




The Bible is the Word of God that guides us in our faith. Practice looking up these passages in the
Bible and reading over them. Fill in the blanks. Thoughtfully and prayerfully look over the
questions.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 “H . O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. ° L the LORD your God
with all your h and with all your s and with all your s

What does it look like to love God with all our heart?

What does it look like to love God with all our soul?

What does it look like to love God with all our strength?

John 14:6 “Jesus answered, "l am the w and the t and the | . No one comes to the Father
e through me.
What does this verse say to someone who says, ‘all faiths lead to god’?

Joshua 1:8-9 “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your m ;m on it day and
night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be p and successful.
° Have | not commanded you? Be s and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged,
for the LORD your God will be with you w you go."

What commands does God give in these verses?
What promises does God give in these verses?

Philippians 4:6-8 “Do not be a about anything, but in everything, by p and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. ’ And the p of God, which transcends all
understanding, will g your h and your minds in Christ Jesus. ® Finally, brothers, whatever is
t , Whatever is n , Whatever is right, whatever is p , Whatever is lovely, whatever is
a -- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things. “

What should we do when we worry or find ourselves anxious?

What should be the focus of the mind of a believer?

What are the opposites of each characteristic described in these verses?

John 15:4-9 “R in me, and | will r in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
r in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you r in me. > "I am the vine; you are
the branches. If a man remains in me and | in him, he will bear much f ; apart from me you can do
n COf anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and w ;
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. ’ If you r in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. ® This is to my Father's glory, that you bear
much f , showing yourselves to be my d . ° "As the Father has loved me, so have |

loved you. Now remain in my love.”
How many times does the word ‘remain’ occur in these verses? Why so many?
What is the opposite of ‘remaining with Jesus?’
What does being a ‘disciple’ of Jesus look like?
Can you be a Christian without a relationship with Jesus?
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