SHELBY
Shelby Christian Church

THAT'S A GREAT QUESTION: IS TRUTH, RELATIVE OR ABSOLUTE?
NUMBERS 23:19, TITUS 1:2, PSALM 119:160, JOHN 17:17, 14:6, 2 TIMOTHY 4:2-4 * 6/28/2026

To examine what the Bible teaches about truth and determine whether truth is relative (changing
according to individual beliefs or circumstances) or absolute (unchanging and universally true).

Have you ever heard someone say, “That may be true for you, but it’s not true
for me”? What do people usually mean when they say that? Can two opposite
statements both be true at the same time?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ NUMBERS 23:19 AND TITUS 1:2

What does this verse teach us about God's character? Why is it important that
God cannot lie? How does God's unchanging nature affect our understanding of
truth?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PSALM 119:160

What is the difference between saying that parts of God's Word are true and
saying that the whole of God's Word is truth? How does this verse challenge the
idea that truth is relative or dependent on personal opinion? Why do you think
God's standards remain unchanged throughout generations? How does the
eternal nature of God's Word reflect His character?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 17:17

Did Jesus say God's Word contains truth or is truth? Why is that distinction
important? Why do you think Jesus links spiritual growth (sanctification
"becoming holy") directly to God’s Word? What does this verse teach about the
nature of truth? How does this verse challenge the idea that truth is relative or
personally defined? What role does God’s Word play in shaping a believer’s life
according to this prayer?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 14:6

What does Jesus mean by saying He is “the way”? How does Jesus function as
“the truth” in contrast to other claims of truth in the world? What does it mean
that Jesus is “the life”? Why is the statement “No one comes to the Father
except through me” exclusive rather than inclusive? How does this verse
summarize the central message of the gospel?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 TIMOTHY 4:2-4



Paul commands Timothy to preach the Word “in season and out of season.”
What does it look like to stay faithful to Scripture when it feels inconvenient,
unpopular, or personally costly? How do we balance correction, rebuke, and
encouragement in a way that reflects Christ’s heart?

What kinds of teachings today appeal to “itching ears,” and why are they so
attractive to believers and non-believers alike? How can we tell when we’re
drifting toward teachers who affirm our preferences rather than God’s truth?
What practices help you stay anchored in Scripture so you don’t wander into
myths or half-truths?

APPLICATION

In what areas of life are people most tempted to define truth for themselves
rather than submit to God's truth? Have you ever experienced a time when
following God's truth led you in a different direction than the culture around
you? What happened? What practical steps can you take to grow in your
confidence that Scripture is trustworthy?

How should the permanence of God's Word affect the way we respond to
changing cultural values? What is one specific truth from Scripture that you
need to remember or apply in your life right now? In what ways are people
today tempted to believe there are many “ways” to God?

Where do you personally feel pressure to redefine truth apart from Jesus?
What does it look like in daily life to trust Jesus as “the way” rather than relying
on your own path? How does believing Jesus is “the life” change how you face
fear, suffering, or death? What are some practical ways you can point others to
Jesus as the only way to the Father?

Common Objections to Truth: "That's your truth."

Response: Truth by definition corresponds to reality. It is not created by our opinions. If gravity
exists, it remains true whether someone believes in it or not. Likewise, God's truth remains true
whether people accept it or reject it.

"Truth changes over time."

Response: People's understanding may change, but truth itself does not. For example: People once
believed the earth was flat. The truth about the earth did not change. Human understanding changed.

"Isn't Christianity intolerant?"
Response: Claiming truth is not intolerance. Everyone makes truth claims. To say "all truth is

relative" is itself an absolute truth claim. Christians are called to hold firmly to truth while treating
others with dignity and love.

PRAYER



